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From the Agent's Desk 

It's the first of July and summer has made itself known!  I hope you are staying cool 
the best that you can in this heat.  There has been quite a bit of hay made in the past 
few weeks with the hot and dry weather conditions.  According to the U.S. Drought 
Monitor, we are not in a drought at the moment but I suspect that will be changing 
soon if we don't receive some rain.  Sabine, Natchitoches, and Red River are currently 
in a D0 (abnormally dry) intensity.  I hope we can catch some rainfall soon and not 
duplicate last year.  I've already heard of some producers around the state talking 
about having to feed hay early again.  Keep an eye out for armyworms with these 
drier conditions.  It's best to scout your fields early in the morning or later in the 
evenings.  I have an article in this newsletter that discusses these pesky worms more 
in detail.
We are gearing up for our DeSoto Parish Cattleman's Association Beef Field Day 
which will be held this Friday out at The Branch Ranch.  It looks to be a very 
educational morning with topics ranging from heifer selection to NRCS programming.  
There will also be a hands-on sprayer calibration demonstration and market update.  I 
hope to see those of you who sent in your RSVP there this Friday.

DeSoto Parish 4-H Jr. Livestock Club
Our Jr. Livestock is growing and we need YOUR help!  If you or your farming 
operation would like to make a financial donation to the DeSoto 4-H Jr. Livestock 
program, contact our office! 
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Upcoming Events

July 2023 
7th: DeSoto Parish Cattleman's 
Association Beef Field Day

21st-22nd: 2nd Annual Health 
Summit Louisiana Cattlemen’s 
Association

September 2023
30th: NW Region Hunter's Forum

DeSoto Parish is made up of 
547,840 acres of land with a 
population of approximately 27,000 
residents. Timber, beef cattle, and 
forages are the major commodities. 

https://lsuagctr-my.sharepoint.com/personal/aiverson_agcenter_lsu_edu/Documents/Documents/1%20-%20ACCESSIBILITY/4%20-%20Templates/Newsletter/www.LSUAgCenter.com




Nutrient content
1.2 lb. CP  8.9 lb. TDN
2 lb. CP  11 lb. TDN

Deficit/Surplus
0.3 lb. CP and 1.1 lb. TDN
0.5 lb. CP and 1 lb. TDN

A 1100-pound cow at maintenance       Source: LSU AgCenter Master Cattlemen Program
-  Requires per day 10 lb. TDN and 1.5 lb. CP
-  She can consume 1.8% of her body weight in the low-quality hay, so 1100 lb. X 1.8% = 19.8 lb.
-  19.8 lb. X 6% CP = 1.2 lb. CP and 19.8 lb. X 45% = 8.9 lb. TDN
As you can see from the chart above, a 6% CP hay will not provide the protein and total digestible 
nutrients that the average size mature cow will require. In this case, she will need to be provided 
a supplemental feed source to be able to meet her nutrient needs and to maintain her body 
condition. This can be done by supplementing with the feedstuffs mentioned above. Winter annuals 
such as ryegrass and clover may also be planted this Fall to help with the lack of hay and hay 
quality.
The only way to know for sure what your cattle will be consuming this winter is by testing your 
hay. This can be done very quickly and simply by contacting your local extension office. We have 
the tools and means to pull hay samples and they can be sent to the LSU AgCenter’s Forage Test Lab. 
Routine samples are $15/sample and will give you the nutritional information that you need to make 
the best decisions regarding your winter supplement purchases. To schedule a hay test, call the 
DeSoto Parish Extension office at 318/872-0533 or email jsalley@agcenter.lsu.edu

Nutrient content
1.2 lb. CP  8.9 lb. TDN
2 lb. CP  11 lb. TDN

Monitor Fields for Fall Armyworms Cont'd



For the latest research-based information on just about anything, visit our website:  
LSUAgCenter.com 

The LSU AgCenter and LSU provide equal opportunities in programs and employment. 

DeSoto 
Extension has a 
Facebook Page! 

Please go like our page so you can keep 
informed on agricultural events! 

www.Facebook.com/
desotoparishextension 

Membership and participation in activities and events are 
open to all citizens without regard to race, color, national 

origin, gender, religion, age, veteran status or disability.  If you 
have a disability that requires special accommodation for your 
participation in an activity, please contact us at 318-872-0533. 

DeSoto Parish 
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