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It really is good to have “friends” in this 
business.  Last year the land owner, who shall 
remain nameless, but knows who he is and his 
son works for my boss, decided he needed to 
plant sunflowers adjacent to our rice 
verification field.  He then wondered why we 
could not use 2,4-D to control alligatorweed.  
We had been given explicit orders not to mess 
with the sunflowers.  We all know why he 
planted them and that was much more 
important than the rice crop.  We are on the 
same property this year though it is a different 
field.  Just to keep me honest an anonymous 
“friend” transplanted sunflowers on the edge of 
the rice field.  Now wasn’t that special? 
 
Truthfully, rain during mid-season really 
caused the missed application of 2,4-D last 
year and we do not plan to use any in this field 
unless alligatorweed recovers from the mixture 
of Londax and Permit that I’ve shown before 
to show its effects on Juncus sp.  In that case, 
these sunflowers will be history. 
 

 
We are continuing to struggle to get permanent floods established on our verification fields.  
With each cycle of cold front then warm front then cold front and so on rice growth has been a 
start and stop process.  While no variety is performing especially well the hybrids in our 
verification fields appear to be more sensitive to cold especially once herbicides have been 
applied. 
 
Last week was our week to do stand counts.  Half the calls we had were to decide whether to live 
with existing stands or replant.  In every case we felt it was better to “dance with the lady you 
brought”.  Replanting at this late date could cost more than taking a hit in yield which may or 
may not happen.  It is almost certain that planting late would guarantee a lower yield.  I 
remember Steve Linscombe telling me once that the fields he struggled with the most in the 
beginning frequently recovered and produced the highest yields.  That has been my experience 
too.  Adding seed to an existing stand is something I really am reluctant to do particularly when 
the older rice is already in a two or three leaf stage.  In rare cases (bird damage or crawfish 
damage) I have recommended adding seed, but in these cases rice was just beginning to emerge 
or had not yet emerged.  Adding seed or “sweetening fields” results in crops of two ages in the 
same field; a situation that compromises management decisions throughout the season. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The two photographs above illustrate unique properties of a weed making it one of the most 
easily identified weeds in rice fields.  In the Southern Weed Science Society’s Weed 
Identification Guide it lists the following Special Identifying Features: Opposite leaves with 
remotely toothed margins.  Round flowers, green early and then white with short rays.  It also 
describes the stems as “…green becoming reddish brown or purplish, transversely ridged at 
nodes, freely branched, antrorse-appressed stiff hairs.”  The opposite leaves, remotely toothed 
margins and antrorse-appressed hairs are all visible here.  Antrorse means the hairs point upward 
and appressed means they lay flat on the stem surface.  The pubescence (hairs) on the stems is a 
good identifying feature because there are very few plants with exactly the same pubescence 
characteristics and it is not environmentally influenced. 
 
The weed is Eclipta.  It is one of the broadleaf weeds that Newpath often misses.  The increasing 
popularity of Clearfield rice makes this weed more important than it once was.  It normally is not 
a serious problem because several herbicides control it well.  We just need to be aware of it when 
making herbicide recommendations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If the ligules of the two grass seedlings shown 
above are examined with a hand lens they 
should look like the one shown in the 
photograph at right.  It is membranous at the 
base and fringed with hairs at the top.  The 
rolled newest leaf, prominent, off center mid-
vein and glabrous (no hairs) leaf surface all are 
identifying features of fall Panicum. 
 
This grass has been around for a long time, but 
the introduction of Facet herbicide really 
triggered resurgence in its appearance. It, like 
Eclipta, is also missed by Newpath.  It can be 
controlled early with several herbicides, but 
once it escapes and achieves some size to it 
Clincher is the herbicide of choice.   
 
I did get this one confirmed by Dr. Webster 
before putting it in this edition. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The photograph above and left is of the typical rice water weevil (RWW) adult feeding signs we 
see in the field at this time of year.  With the acquisition of a better lens I was able to photograph 
an adult feeding last week.  The trail of removed leaf tissue behind the weevil shows the work of 
the weevil that will upon drying show up as the signs visible in the photograph at left.  The 
mouth parts are at the end of the snout.  It chews down through most of the leaf tissue layers 
leaving the lower epidermis (skin) and cuticle intact.  This remaining tissue is translucent, but 
appears white in contrast to the green leaf color.  In very rare occasions has this damage been 
severe enough to affect plant growth or yield.  Instead the “window paining” of leaves is an 
indicator of the presence of RWW adults in the field.  The adult is not the real problem, but 
control with the most of the insecticides depends on killing the adult before it has a chance to lay 
eggs.  In this context the insignificant damage is a key to the possibility of much more serious 
damage caused when the larva feed on the roots if the problem is left unattended.  
 



In our verification field in Madison parish 
we ran into this problem.  The seed had been 
drilled into a clay soil in a stale seedbed.  At 
the time the field was dry, but then received 
1.78” of rain.  By Thursday of last week 
about half of the seedlings had emerged.  
We found some like the one shown at right.  
This is what we do NOT want to see.  In the 
April 27, 2007 edition of Field Notes I tried 
to demonstrate the importance of good 
lateral support by showing a needle driven 
through a penny.  Here we lost the lateral 
support as the upper soil layer dried and 
granulated which is typical of clay soils.  
We were at a critical state.  We 
recommended flushing if he did not get rain 
within 24 hours.  In this case water would 
soften the soil permitting the seedling to 
extend through the surface.  A rotary hoe 
would pull up more seedlings than it would 
help.  Even with softening many bent 
seedlings will fail to emerge if too much 
time elapses or too much bending occurs.  
The seedling in the foreground was still nice 
and straight and would probably emerge 
without water. 
 
 
On the next page are two photographs showing bad news and good news.  Donna Lee, county 
agent in East Carroll took the picture of the grain bins in East Carroll parish.  The good news is 
in the photograph of the gauge at Vidalia.  For the first time in several weeks the arrow is 
pointing down.  Unfortunately, there is a LOT of water to drain off before things return to 
normal. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


