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I  was born on March 18, 1923 to William and Malissie McAllister Severance in Darlington, 

South Carolina.  I was raised on a small farm and educated in the Darlington County Schools.  I walked to 

school and later rode the bus. I was a member of 4-H and FFA in high school.  My projects were swine, 

corn, cotton and electricity.  I still have my 4-H Club work certificate from 1939. 

On our farm we did not have a telephone and there was no electricity.  There was not even a wire 

out there.  I learned electric wiring from a neighbor’s kin people.  A fellow from California, who was a 

family friend of the Young’s, came to visit.  I helped him wire the daughter’s house.  There was nothing 

to it back then.  You kept the black wire and white wire straight. There was no separate ground wire. The 

white wire was the ground wire.  I wired our house and the farm for electricity with my Dad’s help. 

 I won the state award in electricity and a trip to the 1941 National 4-H Congress in Chicago.  I was 

awarded a $200 scholarship to college.  

 The $200 scholarship made me what and who I am today. 

 I graduated from high school in the spring of 1941 and entered Clemson College in 1942. 

 In 1942, I enlisted in the Army.   I saw action in the European and Pacific Theaters in 1945 and 

1946.   

I re-entered Clemson College in the fall of 1946 and graduated in January 1949 with a Bachelor of 

Science degree in Agricultural Engineering. The scholarship, the government and student jobs paid for my 

college.   I served meals in the dining hall at Clemson.  The meals were served family style.  Two of us 

had six tables, with eight people to a table.  The kitchen help prepared the meals and put it in serving 

bowls and we brought it to the tables.   



 I found out about an opening at Louisiana State University for an agricultural engineer through the 

Ag Engineering Department at Clemson.  I applied and came to Baton Rouge for an interview in 

December 1948. Mr. H.C. Sanders, the head of the Agricultural Extension Service, saw me on a Saturday 

and after we talked, he offered me the job.  So, before I graduated from Clemson, I had landed a job at 

LSU.  

 I started work at LSU two weeks after I graduated from Clemson on February 10, 1949, and I 

retired on August 30, 1984. 

 While at LSU, I worked with the 4-H engineering projects and the 4-H camp facilities.  At Camp 

Grant Walker I was in charge of maintenance and construction.  I did all of the design work for Camp 

Jessie Harrison that was located near Colfax, La. I also worked with the 4-H livestock show facility and 

with the shows.  Over the years, I helped a lot of people. 

 My daughter recently ran into Eva Wilson, a clothing specialist with the Extension Service and 

she recalled that I had designed some rolling clothes racks for her many, many years ago.  Ms. Wilson 

indicated that these racks are still in use today. 

 In 1954 I married Winifred Loudon from Zachary, La.  Winifred is also a state 4-H champion and 

she won a trip to the National 4-H Congress in Chicago for her baking.  We have six children, and all but 

one was an active member of 4-H.  Winifred and I have eight grandchildren who live in Dallas, San 

Antonio and New York. 

 I am very grateful to the 4-H program for the rewards and the many opportunities it has given me.   
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