Louisianian Finds Nosta]_gia

At National 4-H Club Meet

144 MOBNING ADVOCATE, Bafon Ronge, Thurs.,

SPANNING A QUARTER CENTURY — South Carolina’s
4-H electric project winners for 1941 and 1966 met at the
45th national 4-H Club Congress in Chicago. Charles Sever-

ance, right, of Baton Rouge,

from the Palmelto State in 1941, exchanges greetings with

Rill Ballantine of Columbia,
winner,
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By PHIL MASSEY
Travels with Charles Sever-

- ance of Baton Rouge ran full-

circle after 25 years at the Na-
tional 4-H Club Congress in Chi-
cago last week.

With feelings of nostalgia and
accomplishment, South Caro-
lina’s 4-H national electric pro-
ject winner of 1941, Severance,
who lived then in Darlington,
returned for the first time to
the same Conrad Hilton Holel
where a quarter of a century
ago he received the $300 educa-
tional scholarship which started
him on the road from an un-
skilled laborer to a state leader
in agricultural engineering.

Leader of the ag engineering
project for e Louisiana Coop-
erative Extension Service,
Severance was in Chicago last
week accompanying Louisiana’s
40-mmber delegation (o fthe an-
nual youth congress. He made a
point of lopking up and chatting
with this vear’s Carolina elec-
tric winner Bill Ballantine of

Dec. 8, 1966' cago last week recalling, “I

| was seated next to the wife of a
Weslinghouse  official.  Elec-
tronic meat ftenderizing wae

not supposed to have to slice
very hard, but something
slipped while I was cutting my
‘|meat and the whole steal
. | dropped into her lap.

“T could just see my $300
‘| going out the window, bul she
| was most gracious about the in-
cident, I sure took a lot of rib-
bing, though.”

Returned on Weekend

Returning home on Pearl

[ ber when he enrolled at Clem-
son and started studying toward
an engineering degree, How-
ever, World War II intervened
and he fought with the U.S.
|| Army in its march across Eur-

{| with the occupation force in Ja-

Harbor weekend, he continued
working until the next Septem-|

ope toward Berlin and served

pan,

a state and national winner
8.C., left, this year’s state

ok

Columbia and state 4-I1 leader
J. T. Rogers of Clemson.

“My folks couldn’t afford to
send me to college when I fin-
ished St. John’s High in 1941,
so I worked as a mechanic on
the highways and at a paper’
cup plant in Darlington for a
year and considering the fense
world situation at the time, the
future wasn’t foo bright.”

“My 4-H electric record hook
had heen submitted for national
consideration and I had forgot-!
ten about it,” he said. “But in|
the fall T was overjoyed (o learn
that T won the Chicago trip and |
the scholarship.”

The oldest son of Mr. and
Mrs. William J, Severance, who |
still work their farm near Dar-
lington, Severance turned an oc-
casion of a lifelime into one of
unforgettable  embarrassment
when he sliced into the sleak
placed hefore him at the Wes
inghouse hanguet at the Hilton
back in 1941.

He got a hit red-faced in Chi-||

Coming back to Clemson in
1946, Severance resumed his

studies and was graduted in|
1949 with a degree in agricultur-|
al engineering. His first job was
the one he has now with LSU.
In 1957, he received his masters

degree in ag engineering from

1.SU and was later named proj-|
ect leader of a four-man stale
stalf which serves the stale’s 64
parishes (counties), as well as
the agribusiness complex of

Louisiana.

He was married in 1954 fo the
former Winifred Loudon of
Zachary, and they are the par-
ents of Charles Jr., 12; Susan,
11: Ann, 10; Kay, 9; Barbara, 3,
and William, 3 months.

Watching more than 200 of
America’s finest future leaders

recefving educational scholar-
ships last wek, he added in re-
trospect, “If it hadn't been for
that scholarship money, 1 would,
have never even gone to coLi
lege, much less have finished. |

“The best of this counl;ry’s“
youth gathered at National 4-H
Club Congress more than jus-
tifies the 4-H Club projgram, it
proves that the faith fhat busi-
ness and industry show with
their investments of time and
money is well founded.”




