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Once again, the St. Tammany Master Gardeners hosted over 350 guests at
their fall seminar, "September, the Second Spring" at Church of the King in
Mandeville. Congratulations are in order for all the hard-working and dedicated volunteers who stepped forward to offer their time and energy. As
always, it was a lovely and special event.

And the decorating committee worked over-time to create stunning and unique
centerpieces for all 56 tables. Each arrangement was raffled at the end of the day.

Fall Seminar 2016, continued

This year, participants were treated to a “Gotta Have It!” fall, garden boutique filled
with colorful fall flowers and plants, artfully hand-made baskets and pottery, beautiful
bird houses, and whimsical garden follies—all available for purchase thanks to the
many area nurseries whose wide offerings of plants went above and beyond everyone’s
expectations. The door prize giveaway is always met with excitement and enthusiasm,
and this year was no different. Thank you to those who donated the dozens of amazing
door prizes.
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Fall Seminar 2016, continued
Table Talks
With such hot topics as gardening apps, good bugs/bad bugs, propagations, and caladiums, the
table talks enjoyed a constant flow of participants eager to learn.

Deb Turton
Beautiful Caladiums

Barry Pierce
Good Bugs/Bad Bugs

Tina Richardson
Garden Apps

Amy Graham, et al
Propagation

3

Fall Seminar 2016, continued

Will Afton offers invaluable advice at the “Meet Your County Agent” table

Marilyn Bingham selling garden gloves and books
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Fall Seminar 2016, continued
Our Esteemed Speakers

Margot Shaw
Founder & Editor-in-Chief of
Flower Magazine

Troy Rhone
Landscape Designer

Dan Gill
Plant Expert Extraordinaire

Amy Graham
Longue Vue House and Gardens

5

Fall Seminar 2016, continued
A special thank you to Chef Erick Loos from La Provence for catering a delicious, three-course
lunch of Caesar salad, wild boar ragout, and bread pudding for dessert. And thank you to the
Hospitality Committee for helping the wait staff and chefs—lunch service went off without a
hitch! And to our graphic designer who put such thought and energy into making our folders a
valuable source of information and education, and to those who spent an afternoon assembling
them. And, we cannot forget our Parking Committee who assured smooth flowing traffic.
And finally, a hearty “Bravo!” to co-chairs, Jan Gardner and Suzanne Krieger, for putting
together a beautiful, well-run, and informative fall seminar.
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President’s Message
Hello Master Gardeners and Happy Fall!
It is an exciting time of year! The weather is cooler and the leaves are changing. Well, okay, it
being southern Louisiana, it’s still hot as you-know-what out there. But, when the first official
day of fall arrived, I did notice a change in the air—no rain, the sun was out, and it was a little
cooler (89 degrees instead of 95, but still, cooler). So, if the leaves are changing, you had better
get out there and water that garden.
As the seasons change, so do many things in life, so I wanted to mention of a couple of important changes in my quick message this month. The board is going through its own change of
season. There are two positions available in the upcoming election: President and Vicepresident. If you would like to be a part of the leadership of our ever-changing organization,
please contact Barbara Moore and the nominating committee. Also, we will have a change in
venue for the general meeting in October, so please make a note. We will still meet on the 3rd
Wednesday, but we will be meeting at the Abita Springs town hall located at 22161 Level
Street, and the meeting will start an hour earlier than usual, at 9. I am very grateful to Abita
Springs for allowing us to meet in their town hall.
I am looking forward to seeing you in Abita! Thank you for your service to our Parish. Go take
advantage of this change of season and get to planting those cool season plants and vegetables.
Ty
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Marigny Elementary School Garden Project
The Marigny Elementary School Garden expansion was completed in early August. Shortly after, we began planting sessions with the first grade classes. Our mission is to teach the children
about gardening in a way that encourages them to eat fresh vegetables, understand what is involved in producing them, and possibly become future gardeners. At each session, we discuss
plant needs for good growth and we have recently introduced them to various gardening books
for young children that have been added to their library. Some of the vegetables planted, and
most by seed, were: pumpkin, squash, carrots, peas, beans, cucumber, climbing spinach, parsley, lettuce, broccoli, and bell peppers. We also planted green onion bottoms and made cuttings
of celery and carrots from the tops and hope to add them to the garden soon. Members of our
group planted okra and tomatoes in late summer so that we would have growth for them to harvest at the start of the school session.

8

Marigny Elementary School Garden Project, continued
Tuesday, September 27th we had several groups of visitors to the Marigny School gardens:
Yvonne Bordelon, Master Gardener, nature photographer and staff writer for Louisiana Gardener magazine, came to Marigny in the morning to take photographs of the garden and interview
Sue McGuire about the project. She was quite impressed and told us an article may be out in a
few months.
The Master Gardner Class of 2016 visited us shortly after, as they made their Project Tour with
Susie Andres. Christy Paulsell, School Legacy Garden chair, gave a presentation on the School
Legacy Garden projects in general, encouraging them to start gardens at other elementary
schools in the parish near their homes. Then she introduced Sue McGuire, who described what
we have been doing at the Marigny School project. Next, when we went out to show them the
gardens a class was just completing an observation of plant growth with their teacher. This let
them see some of the learning benefits of a school garden.

In the afternoon, representatives from the Whole Food Co., who gave us a generous grant,
made a visit to Marigny, where we discussed our mission and led them in a tour of the garden
to see what we have accomplished. On our way out to the garden, the Whole Foods representatives, as well as Will Afton and our group, noticed all of the stories and pictures of the garden
that the children had made and displayed on the wall of the hall leading out to the garden. Yet
more ways to implement the garden in the curriculum. When we were out touring the garden a
pre-K teacher and active school gardener, Dixie Steadman, led her little charges on their own
garden tour and concluded the plantings with lettuce seeds in a prepared table bed. The Whole
Foods representatives, incidentally from our own store, were very impressed with what we are
doing. They told us that there were probably more opportunities for grants so that other schools
in the area could get funds to get started on their program. They even volunteered to help us
with future garden chores. Sue told them about our future goals when we came in later to have
refreshments in the teacher’s lounge. Stay tuned for more stories on the ongoing activities at the
Marigny Elementary School Gardens.
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Marigny Elementary School Garden Project, continued

Mrs. Steadman’s Class Touring Garden

Mrs. Steadman’s Class Planting

Whole Foods Representative Observing

Robin Phillips, Karen Martin, Sue McGuire, Diana
Cammate, & Sharon Hassinger
Not Pictured: Allison Fisse, Carolyn Rault, & Sue Stoltz

Article and Photos by Sharon Hassinger
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STPMG Programming

Month
October
November
December

Speaker
Leilani Rosembaum
Yvette Cutter
No Speaker

Topic
Mushrooms
Living Wreaths
Christmas Party

Hello Master Gardeners!
With the temperatures still in the 90s, it’s hard to believe we are entering our fall season. But,
hopefully, we will feel some "cool" weather soon. Besides cool weather, there are many things
we associate with fall: changing leaves, football, and road trips. And, speaking of road trips,
I’m excited to tell you about our upcoming Masters Gardener Fall Road Trip.
On October 28th we will set out on a chartered bus to The Crosby Arboretum, and then, after
lunch, our adventure will continue at Shroomdom, Inc. in Poplarville, Mississippi where we’ll
see first-hand what we learned at our October meeting from owner, Mrs. Leilani Rosenbaum’s
presentation, “Let’s Talk Mushrooms: What Grow Here and Where They Can Be Found.” It is
sure to be an exciting and informative talk.
The cost of the Master Gardener Fall Road Trip is $50.00 w/lunch and $40.00 if you bring
your own lunch.
**Please wear long pants and a long sleeve shirt with comfortable shoes**
To secure your spot, make the check payable to STMGA and mail it to:
Linda Rowe
14290 Riverlake Dr.
Covington, LA 70435
~ Garden Tips ~
If you would like to come share a five-minute garden tip
of any kind please let me know. We would love to hear from you.
985-264-4019
rowe2226@bellsouth.net
Happy Growing to all!
Vice President
Linda Rowe
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County Agent’s Corner
St. Tammany Master Gardeners,
Looks like we’ll soon start to experience some nice weather. We’ve been waiting for this all
year. Go ahead and take advantage of it and use this weather as an excuse to get outside and
tend to your garden. For those who need it, use this October garden checklist to get started.
October Garden To-Do List


It’s slightly early to add cool season annual color at this time. However, you may prune the
remainder of warm season color in order to liven them up for the remainder of the season.



Incorporate fall colors and décor into and around the landscape. Crotons and ornamental
pepper plants are excellent choices that will provide lots of autumn-themed colors. Hay
bales, corn stalks, pumpkins, and gourds make for excellent fall decorations on front porches
and other publically seen areas.



Now is the time to start dividing and transplanting perennials in the garden. Remember that
when transplanting and moving an existing plant to make sure the new location is already
prepared, so that when the plant is dug up it can be immediately replanted in the new location. Look to add late season blooming plants like ageratum, salvia, chrysanthemum,
cuphea, ligularia, and golden rod.



To ensure perennial success of caladiums, dig up the tubers in mid-October and store them
until planting time next year. Once dug, the tubers can be left in a protected area and left to
dry. When the foliage starts to dry go ahead and peel it off and put tubers into breathable
sack and store in a cool dry place until April.



Get those traditional cool season vegetable plants in the ground. Start planting broccoli,
Brussels sprouts, cabbage, cauliflower, collards, lettuce, radishes, spinach, and turnips this
month. Start garlic plants by separating bulbs into individual cloves and planting them with
the flat end down about one quarter of inch and four to six inches apart.



Continue mowing the lawn often enough to remove one third of the grass plant every time.
Growth will soon slow down. For those who want to over seed with rye use five to ten
pounds for every thousand square feet in mid-October.



Enjoy blooming roses this month. Keep an eye out for aphids and flower thrips. Both can be
controlled with a thorough application of horticultural oil. Continue with a fungicide schedule to help control blackspot disease on foliage.



Continue enjoying the blooms on ornamental grasses like miscanthus, muhley, and fountaingrass. There is no need to prune their foliage once it turns brown; it still has an interesting look. Leave it alone for the winter and prune later in spring and then let it flush out.

Hope you find some of this helpful.
Until later,
Your County Agent, Will Afton
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St. Tammany Master Gardeners BOARD Meeting Minutes
AgCenter—September 6, 2016 Minutes
Vice President Linda Rowe called the meeting to order at 3:06 p.m.
Attendance: Linda Rowe, Jimmy DeJean, Julie Deus, Jan Gardener, and Peggy Goertz.
A quorum was not present to approve the August board minutes.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
FINANCE:

Jimmy DeJean handed out the finance report that will be posted in MoM.

PROGRAM: Linda Rowe stated that the October 28 Fall Field Trip will be to Crosby
Arboretum in Picayune, MS and Shroomdom located in Poplarville, MS. Cost
should be $45 without lunch or $55 with lunch included. Program for the
October meeting will be Leilani Rosenbaum from Shroomdom. November
meeting will be on Living Wreaths with a workshop after. Workshop should
cost about $25 each.
FALL SEMINAR: Jan Gardener gave an update on the fall seminar. Jan is hoping for about
350 to attend.
PROJECT REPORTS:
Education Project Chair, Julie Deus
Chair needed for the Wooden Boat Fest October 8-9
O’Keefe’s is having a Customer Appreciation Day
Folsom Fall Garden Festival September 24 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.;
Wild Things October 15
Monster Mash October 15
Habitat for Humanity has two events coming up in November.
New Business:
None
Unfinished Business:
None
Announcements:
None
Meeting adjourned at 3:51 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Peggy Goertz for Cindy Manger
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Folsom Fall Garden Festival
On September 24, 2016, the Southeastern Louisiana Nursery and Landscape Association held
their 4th annual Folsom Fall Garden Festival at the Midway Church Park. There were fourteen
vendors selling plants and local products along with the St. Tammany Parish Library, St. Tammany Parish Mosquito Abatement, and our own STPMGA, who provided educational opportunities. The Master Gardeners entertained children through the act planting of a pot full of flowers. Each participant was instructed on the general requirements of plants with the most important being “love.” It was a wonderful community event that was thoroughly enjoyed by all
the participants. Many thanks to Master Gardeners Sue McGuire, Tim Zimmerman, Dorothy
Delaune, Susan Treauting, Lyn Monteleone, Mimi Padgett, Wes Goostrey, Suzanne Kriegger,
Theresa Wilfert, and Geralyn Suhor for volunteering at the booth.

County Agent, Will Afton, with the first visitor of the day.

Wes Goostrey and Tim Zimmerman having fun in between visitors.
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Folsom Fall Garden Festival, continued

Leslie Boucher and her husband chatting with County Agent, Will Afton

Tim Zimmerman and Theresa Wilfert explain the three things needed to take care of
a potted plant: sunlight, water, and “lots of love.”
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Folsom Fall Garden Festival, continued

Venders were arranged under the pine trees. Attendees were able to talk directly with
nursery growers in order to learn valuable information on maintaining and growing
healthy garden plants.
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Folsom Fall Garden Festival, continued

Although we had many kids stop at the booth, this brother and sister were some of the cutest.

There were two tree planting demonstrations given during the day. Mr. Rick Webb of Louisiana Growers provided some great insight to the correct process of planting trees and
shrubs. He also included some good advice about after planting care to help improve success
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Folsom Fall Garden Festival, continued

Everything about the event was wonderful including the lunch!
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Planning Days, Work Days, Special Announcements
Summer Recovery Work Day at Otis House Garden

The weeds had their way as we waited out the sweltering heat. During a brief
cool front on September 29th, I joined Melanie Borne, Barbara Briggs, and
Pat Sharpe to tackle the overgrowth. The garden is now under control, and we
will have periodic work days for continued maintenance. The Otis House staff
has invited Master Gardeners to provide garden tours when large special museum tours are scheduled. I will conduct the first tour for a group of seniors
on November 9th and will notify Master Gardener volunteers when other similar tours are offered.
Many thanks to all our “hands in the dirt” volunteers for helping with this
project.
Ann Durel, Chairman
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Master Gardener Cookbook
The St. Tammany Master Gardeners are putting together a cookbook. You're invited to send in
your favorite recipe(s). It can be an original recipe or one you adapted from another source as
long as you give credit to the original source. If you have a short story that goes with the
recipe please send it with the recipe.
Send recipes by email (preferred) to Susan L'Hoste at lhoste@att.net
or mail them to Susan at 105 Sherry Lane, Mandeville, LA 70471.
Linda Rowe

Disclaimer—image shown is NOT the selected cookbook cover!
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Covington Elementary School
Class of 20116-2017
A new school year begins as teachers welcome both students and Master Gardeners!!

The new class!

Students divided into 4 groups

Each group gets a bed to plant seeds

Learning the importance of water

Decorating new watering cans
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St. Tammany Parish Master Gardeners’ MEMBERSHIP Meeting Minutes
Castine Center in Pelican Park, Mandeville, LA
September 21, 2016
The meeting was called to order by President Ty Guidroz at 10:05 AM. Invocation by Pamela
Rowe. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Ty Guidroz.
Attendance: 70
GARDEN HINT of the MONTH: Joe James shared his extensive knowledge of composting.
He displayed photos of his compost bins and a chart exhibiting Composting Basics. He distributed handouts with composting information.
PROGRAM & SPEAKER: James Pellerin of Wild Bird Center of Covington gave a very
informative and entertaining presentation titled How Songbirds Benefit from Backyard Feeding.
He displayed examples of a pole feeding system with several types of feeders. He generously
provided a bird book to be used as a door prize. Julie Deus was the lucky winner.
August 2016 minutes were approved as they appeared in the September 2016 Gardengoer.
OFFICERS' REPORTS:
SECRETARY Cindy Manger passed around a signup sheet requesting AgCenter office
volunteers.
TREASURER Jimmy DeJean presented the August 2016 financial report as it appeared in
September 19, 2016 M.o.M. There were no questions or corrections. The Treasurer's
report will be filed for audit.
PRESIDENT Ty Guidroz’s report:
• Nominating committee is on a search for candidates for President and Vice President.
• October 2016 membership meeting will be held at Abita Town Hall @ 9AM.
• Membership renewal forms are available from Membership Chair Marilyn Bingham.
• Reminded everyone to record their volunteer hours on a regular basis.
VICE PRESIDENT Linda Rowe’s report:
• “Sharing Table” sign is missing. Will Afton informed her that he has it at the
AgCenter office.
• On September 24th from 9AM till 3PM there will be a Pollination Celebration at the
Hammond Research Center. The festival will educate the public regarding various
insects and birds that act as pollinators in our area. The cost is $10 per car.
• She is accepting reservations with payment for the October 28th field trip to Crosby
Arboretum in Picayune, MS where Pat Drackett will present a demonstration. A box
lunch will be served at their newly renovated pavilion for participants who decide not
to bring their lunch. After lunch, there will be a tour of Shroomdom. It is a field to
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St. Tammany Parish Master Gardeners’ MEMBERSHIP Meeting Minutes
Castine Center in Pelican Park, Mandeville, LA
September 21, 2016, continued
VICE PRESIDENT Linda Rowe’s report, continued:
forest mushroom and organic garden open farm. Cost per participant for field trip will
be $50, including lunch or $40, bring your own lunch. The bus will depart from
Barnes and Noble in Mandeville at 8AM and return ~ 4PM. REMINDER: Checks
should be made out to STMGA.
COUNTY AGENT & MG ADVISOR, Will Afton’s report:
• He has been receiving calls regarding white moths and brown patches in lawns. The
culprits are Tropical Sod Webworms, whose larvae feeding damage reduces turf grass
aesthetics. He suggested to treat lawns with BT or Spinosad in order to get the population under control. It is possible to just treat the areas where there is an infestation and
a bit beyond. Therefore it is unnecessary to treat the entire lawn. The larvae do NOT
feed on plants, so it's unnecessary to treat plants. A more toxic insecticide could be
used, such as Talstar (bifenthrin), but is not necessary.
• Sandy Arnoult had brown patches in her lawn, but without the moths. Will determined
it was probably a fungus. Therefore, he suggested treating the entire lawn with a
fungicide.
• Dove weed tough to treat. He suggested using an herbicide, such as Atrazine or Celsi
us.
• With any lawn treatment, just to be safe, dogs should not be allowed on the lawn until
the herbicide or insecticide has dried. And, as always, READ the LABEL.
PROJECT REPORTS:
Education Projects Chairman Julie Deus’s report:
• Abita Library fall event not scheduled, as per library request. Master Gardeners
are continuing to maintain garden. Chairman Susan L'Hoste is seeking a
co-chairman.
• Due to recent events at Beau Provence, the program was on temporary hold. It
will begin again on October 18th, where they will be planting herbs. Contact
Chairman Linda Zitzman to volunteer.
• Lacombe Butterfly Garden is getting ready for October 15th “Wild Things”
event. As per Chairman Barbara Moore, there will be a meeting some time in
late September or early October to plan a craft with toilet paper rolls.
• At Otis House, Master Gardeners are maintaining the garden. Second Saturday
tours have concluded. Chairman Ann Durel is planning a May 2017 event.
• Parenting Center Magic Wings Garden has an activity scheduled for September
27th at 10:30AM. Chairman Marie Porche stated that the new Master Gardener
class Project Tour is scheduled the same day as this event.
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St. Tammany Parish Master Gardeners’ MEMBERSHIP Meeting Minutes
Castine Center in Pelican Park, Mandeville, LA
September 21, 2016, continued
Education Projects Chairman Julie Deus’s report, continued:
“Monster Mash” is scheduled for October 15, same day as “Wild Things” event.
Chairman Marie Porche requested volunteers for the event. Setup will be at 7:30AM
with the event from 10AM till 3PM.
• Due to no volunteers for the Wooden Boat Festival, STMGA will NOT have a tent at
the October 8th & October 9th event.
• West St. Tammany Habitat for Humanity committee has a class session on October
22nd at 9AM.
• Many volunteers signed up for the STMGA table at O'Keefe Feed & Seed Customer
Appreciation Day on October 1st from 11AM till 1PM. Lunch will be served by
O'Keefe's.
• Slidell Hospital Garden plant sale scheduled for October. Chairman Paul Andres
welcomes any volunteers.
• School Partnership gardens are in full swing, as per Chairman Christy Paulsell.
• Slidell Library Herb Garden fall event not scheduled, due to no chairman. Chairman
Sandy Arnoult is stepping down at the end of 2016, therefore a new chair is needed.
September 29th at 1PM, there will be a talk on growing and using Basil.
• Spring plants in the Super Plants garden at the AgCenter still looking good. Barbara
Briggs announced they will be planting a few Fall plants. Class of 2015 will be turning this project over to the class of 2016.
• 2016 Project Tour for the new Master Gardener class will be September 27th. In
addition to other projects, they will visit Marigny as a representative school garden.
The new class will have lunch in Slidell, at which time Julie Deus will give an
informative talk regarding STMGA.
• As per Deb Nolan, new Vegucators to graduate in November 2016. She requested the
2016 Master Gardener class be made aware of the availability of joining Vegucators.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Hospitality Chairman Barbara Moore announced the Christmas party will probably be at
Abita Town Hall on December 16th. She is waiting on approval from Abita.
Exploratory Cookbook Committee Chairman Dawn Lavoie requested recipes from the
membership. She suggested either bringing copies of recipes to a meeting or emailing
recipes to committee member Susan L'Hoste. The inclusion of the stories behind any
recipes are welcome, as are photos of recipes.
Membership Honors Committee Chairman Sandy Arnoult announced the suggested changes
in honors awards. A pin will be awarded to STMGA members who have
24

St. Tammany Parish Master Gardeners’ MEMBERSHIP Meeting Minutes
Castine Center in Pelican Park, Mandeville, LA
September 21, 2016, continued
Membership Honors Committee Chairman Sandy Arnoult, continued:
reported/logged in hours on the LSU AgCenter web site. Pins would be awarded for
cumulative hours of 100, 500, and 1000. In addition, a brick will also be awarded for
500 and 1000 cumulative hours. The annual 6 educational hours MUST be completed,
also. Janice Binnings made a motion to adopt the changes; the motion was seconded by
Mary Jenks. It was unanimously approved by a membership vote. At this point, the
honors awards will be presented at the Christmas party, therefore, the committee is re
questing all hours be logged in by November 15th.
Bylaws Committee Chairmen Janice Binnings and Pamela Rowe presented the suggested
changes to the bylaws. There were no questions or comments. Julie Deus made a motion
to accept the changes; Deb Nolan seconded the motion. President Ty Guidroz
called for a vote of the membership and the changes were unanimously approved.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Fall Seminar Committee Chairmen Jan Gardner and Suzanne Krieger
• Declared the success of the fall seminar and that the evaluations are still being
compiled.
• Thanked all the STMGA volunteers, who aided in the success of the seminar.
• Announced an appreciation lunch/party September 22nd at Jan's home.
• Asked Treasurer Jimmy DeJean to report the profit of the seminar, which he
“guesstimated” at ~ $1,500. All information is not in, therefore he will report final
profit figure at a later date.
Master Gardener Urbain Breaud announced he will host an additional introductory tutorial on
mounting bromeliads some time in October. More info to follow.
Meeting adjourned at 12:30PM.
Respectfully submitted by Cindy Manger, Secretary
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Note from the Editor

Hello, my fellow Master Gardeners!
I’m honored to be taking over as editor of the Gardengoer, but I know I have some very big shoes
to fill. Hopefully, with your ideas and input, this newsletter will become something that you are
eager to find in your inbox every month. In the coming weeks and months, I will be contacting
many of you to help me move the Gardengoer into a new, more user-friendly direction that will
more accurately represent what it means to be a St. Tammany Parish Master Gardener.
Warmly,
Tina Richardson, editor

THE GARDENGOER
THE NEWSLETTER OF THE ST. TAMMANY PARISH
MASTER GARDENERS’ ASSOCIATION


Cooperative Extension Service
St. Tammany Parish
1301 N. Florida Street
Covington, LA 70433
Phone: 985-875-2635 (Covington)
Fax: 985-875-2639
Website:
www.lsuagcenter.com/mastergardener/
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