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The 2025-2026 Louisiana 4-H State Service-Learning Focus is Environmental Awareness & 
Stewardship. This year, Louisiana 4-H is taking action for our planet! 

The Environmental Awareness & Stewardship service-learning focus challenges 4-H clubs to plan and 
implement projects that address environmental issues in their local communities. Whether through hands-on 
service projects or educational campaigns, our goal is to inspire change, raise awareness, and make a lasting 
impact. Together, we can protect and preserve the natural resources that make Louisiana unique. 

Let’s be the change, learn, lead, and take action for a cleaner, greener future! 

 

The following pages provide resources to help your club plan and implement an impactful service-learning 
project. These tools will guide you through every step, from learning about environmental issues to taking 
action in your community. The resources include statistics to raise awareness and inspire change, potential 
partners to support your project, videos and lesson plans for the “learning” component, service activity ideas to 
make a real difference, social media challenges to spread awareness, and volunteer recruitment tips to build 
your team

SERVICE ACTIVITY IDEAS: 
This resource gives you many ideas that you can 
utilize throughout your project to raise awareness 
and protect your community! 

EDUCATION: 
A service-learning project would be incomplete 
without intentional efforts to learn while doing 
service among club members. Get creative when 
teaching others about the environment. 

STATISTICS: 
Use statistics on social media and during 
presentations to create awareness surrounding the 
environment and create action during your project. 

POTENTIAL PARTNERS 
Don’t take on the project alone. Utilize partners 
who can support you in reaching your goals for the 
project. Remember, the project should be youth-led, 
with adult partnerships throughout. Lean on the 
adults to offer their support, knowledge, and 
experience. 

SOCIAL MEDIA  
Create awareness and inspire action through social 
media. Posting and/or reposting content is a great 
way to support your project and amplify your 
impact. 

VOLUNTEERS 
Don’t get stuck; this resource will help you to 
recruit volunteers. 

 
• Service-Learning Overview & Planning Tools 
• Recruiting Volunteers 
• Environmental Awareness Overview 
• 2025-2026 Calendar of Service Ideas 
• Educational Activities & Club Ideas 

• Newsletter Blurbs 
• Day of Service 
• Organizations and Resources Available 
• References 

LOUISIANA 4-H SERVICE-LEARNING FOCUS 

HOW TO USE THIS RESOURCE 

WHAT’S INSIDE THIS RESOURCE 



 
What is Service-Learning 
Service-learning is an approach to service that 
makes the project more meaningful to those being 
served and those serving. Sustained service 
activities address needs within your communities. 
Learning takes place throughout the project with 
intentional, scheduled learning opportunities. You 
can experience a more significant impact and sense 
of accomplishment when doing a service-learning 
project. 

The graphic to the right shows the service-learning 
cycle to be used in the planning and implementation 
of a service-learning project. Below, we will break 
down each section of the cycle. 

Needs Assessment 
Service-learning projects address TRUE community 
needs. During the first step of your project, 
investigate your community's needs. You can do 
this through interviews, looking at data and 
statistics  
What are some needs in your community that are 
directly related to the environment? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Community Ownership 
Once you narrow your focus of the community need 
the project will address, it’s time to get your entire 
community involved! 
Brainstorm about potential partners with your 
project. You can ask parents, teachers, community 
leaders, state officials, organizations, businesses, 
and state agencies. The partnerships are endless! 
List below potential partners: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Planning 
Developing a plan is critical as you start your service-learning project. First and foremost, take your plan one 
step at a time. There’s much work that will have to be done, but if you do a little bit each time you meet, you 
will be surprised at how much you can accomplish. It’s essential that the plan is easy to understand. Having 
concise planning sheets in outline format can save lots of time.  
As you learn more about your issue, your service-learning plan will change. It’s essential to adjust your project 
goals, tasks, or timelines. Adjusting along the way will help you accomplish your service-learning goals. 
Finally, make sure that you get feedback about your plan. Have others read it to make sure it’s complete and 
precise. 

SERVICE-LEARNING OVERVIEW 



Meaningful Service 
All meaningful projects take time, planning, initiative, and determination. Meaningful service is an important 
aspect of the service-learning cycle. What makes a project meaningful? 

• Service activities should be sustained. A minimum of 40 hours over a year is necessary to yield positive 
outcomes. This includes planning and implementation. 

• Learning should be the primary focus of the project so that youth can practice analyzing and thinking 
critically. 

• Youth voices are involved throughout the project. Youth and adults are making decisions together. 

Reflection 
Reflection is a critical component of a service-learning project and should be done throughout. This allows 
youth to examine their experience from service activities and connect the new knowledge with the formal 
knowledge obtained from the lessons taught. It is vital that reflection is planned and not left out. The experience 
should be structured and organized to make it a more meaningful experience. 
Reflection can be: 

• Questions before, during, and after – gather quotes 
• Journaling/Poetry 
• Vlogging 
• Art projects/games/music 
• Debate/discussion/presentation/performance 

Use the stories, quotes, videos, and resources throughout this packet in your reflection! 

Celebration 
Don’t forget to celebrate your accomplishments! Here are some ways you can celebrate your project. 

• Take pictures and videos throughout 
• Post on social media 
• Plan a celebration at the end of the project that not only pats your club on the back but includes those 

who served throughout the project. 
• Be sure to include public officials and LSU AgCenter staff in your invitations. 

 

How to Recruit Teens – Use the tips below 
1. Talk to existing 4-H teens. 
2. Identify key individuals who have access to 

teens and can influence them to be interested 
in participating in a service-learning project. 
Make a list of potential recruits. Then, 

develop a plan on how to contact everyone 
on the list. 

3. Establish personal relationships when 
recruiting. Use face-to-face persuasion. 

4. Use social media  

RECRUITING TEEN VOLUNTEERS 



 
Louisiana faces a number of critical environmental and wildlife-related problems, many of which are linked to 
its coastal geography, climate change, and human activities. Fortunately, many of these issues can be mitigated 
or improved with the right policies, restoration projects, and community involvement. 
Through hands-on experiences and community involvement, 4-H helps young people grow into responsible 
citizens who are aware of the world around them. Environmental awareness isn't just a lesson, it's a lifestyle that 
starts with small actions and leads to a better, cleaner future for everyone. 

Louisiana spends an estimated $91.4 million each year on litter 
prevention, education, remediation, and enforcement. 

Source: 2023 Litter Study conducted by Keep Louisiana Beautiful (https://keeplouisianabeautiful.org/litter-study/)  

DEBUNKING ENVIRONMENTAL MYTHS 
Myth: Litter only affects how things look.  

Fact: Litter harms wildlife, pollutes waterways, and costs Louisiana over $91 million annually in cleanup 
efforts. Source: 2023 Litter Study 

Myth: Louisiana has plenty of wetlands, so losing some isn’t a big deal. 
Fact: Louisiana loses a football field of wetlands every 100 minutes, which weakens hurricane 
protection and threatens fisheries. Source: USGS (https://www.usgs.gov/news/national-news-release/usgs-
louisianas-rate-coastal-wetland-loss-continues-slow)  

Myth: Recycling doesn’t really matter anymore 
Fact: Recycling aluminum saves 95% of the energy needed to make new cans. Every recycled item 
reduces landfill waste and pollution. Source: International Aluminum (https://international-
aluminium.org/landing/aluminium-recycling-saves-95-of-the-energy-needed-for-primary-aluminium-production/)  

Myth: Environmental issues only affect coastal areas. 
Fact: Northern Louisiana faces soil erosion, deforestation, and water quality issues, problems that impact 
farming, drinking water, and wildlife. Source: Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality 
(https://deq.louisiana.gov/)  

 

Louisiana’s rich natural resources and unique ecosystems, like wetlands, bayous, forestry, and coastal marshes, 
are vital to both the environment and the economy. However, they face serious threats from erosion, pollution, 
and extreme weather. Solutions to these problems include sediment diversions, barrier island restoration, and 
marsh creation projects. 
The rapid loss of Louisiana’s coastline threatens both wildlife and local communities. Wetlands provide crucial 
habitats for fish, birds, and other species, but as land disappears, so do these ecosystems. Restoration projects 
like marsh building and sediment diversions help rebuild lost habitat and protect biodiversity. 
Coastal erosion also removes natural barriers that protect against hurricanes and flooding. Without wetlands, 
storms hit communities harder and more often. Restoring the coast not only helps wildlife but also supports 
fishing, tourism, and public safety. Addressing erosion is critical for Louisiana’s environment and economy. 
One of the simplest ways to help the environment is by reducing waste. Recycling, reusing materials, and 

WHAT IS ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS & STEWARDSHIP 

WHY IT MATTERS 

https://keeplouisianabeautiful.org/litter-study/
https://www.usgs.gov/news/national-news-release/usgs-louisianas-rate-coastal-wetland-loss-continues-slow
https://www.usgs.gov/news/national-news-release/usgs-louisianas-rate-coastal-wetland-loss-continues-slow
https://international-aluminium.org/landing/aluminium-recycling-saves-95-of-the-energy-needed-for-primary-aluminium-production/
https://international-aluminium.org/landing/aluminium-recycling-saves-95-of-the-energy-needed-for-primary-aluminium-production/
https://deq.louisiana.gov/


cutting down on single-use plastics are easy actions that make a big difference. In many 4-H clubs, members 
lead or participate in recycling drives and clean-up days, helping their communities become cleaner and more 
sustainable. 
Caring for the environment also means using resources wisely. Turning off lights when not in use, using less 
water, and choosing energy-efficient products are small choices that help conserve energy. Through 4-H 
programs, youth learn about renewable resources and how they can reduce their carbon footprint. 
Another key part of environmental awareness is protecting wildlife and natural habitats. Planting trees, creating 
pollinator gardens, and keeping rivers and parks clean helps local ecosystems thrive. 4-H members often get 
involved in conservation projects, learning that their efforts can directly impact the health of their environment. 
Being good environmental stewards and aware also means sharing what we learn. 
In 4-H, youth develop leadership and communication skills that help them educate others about the importance 
of caring for the Earth. It’s not just about what one person can do: it's about inspiring others to act, too. 

 

Need ideas for service projects? The list below includes ways you can bring awareness to environmental issues 
within your community. We encourage you to think of additional ways to support your communities through 
service.   
 International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer – September 16, 2025 
 World Clean-up Day – September 20, 2025 
 World Habitat Day – October 6, 2025 
 Oceans of Plastic Day – November 19, 2025 
 World Clean Energy Day – January 20, 2026 
 World Wetlands Day – February 2, 2026 
 World Wildlife Day – March 3, 2026 
 Global Recycling Day – March 16, 2026 
 International Day of Forests – March 21, 2026 
 World Water Day – March 22, 2026 
 World Climate Day – March 23, 2026 
 Earth Hour – March 28, 2026 
 Earth Day – April 22, 2026 
 International Day for Biological Diversity – May 22, 2026 
 World Environmental Day – June 5, 2026 
 World Oceans Day – June 8, 2026 
1. Plant native trees or pollinator gardens in public spaces. 
2. Organize litter cleanups in parks, waterways, or neighborhoods. 
3. Paint storm drain murals to raise awareness about water pollution. 
4. Restore a local habitat by removing invasive species and planting native flora. 
5. Create a butterfly or bee garden at a school or community center. 
6. Support local farms and farmers markets by volunteering or promoting sustainable agriculture. 
7. Partner with forestry services to help with reforestation or wildfire prevention education. 
8. Create soil erosion awareness campaigns in rural areas affected by runoff. 
9. Volunteer with wildlife rehabilitation centers or nature preserves. 
10. Host a recycling drive for electronics, batteries, or clothing. 
11. Create upcycled art projects and display them in public spaces. 
12. Start a composting program at school or in the community. 
13. Lead a “Zero Waste Challenge” and share results on social media. 

2025-2026 LOUISIANA 4-H SERVICE IDEAS 



14. Build and distribute DIY recycling bins for classrooms or community centers. 
15. Install rain barrels and teach others how to use them. 
16. Create signage for public restrooms encouraging water conservation. 
17. Host a “Lights Out” campaign to promote energy-saving habits. 
18. Conduct home energy audits and share tips for reducing consumption. 
19. Promote reusable water bottles with a custom sticker or design contest. 
20. Create wildlife habitats using birdhouses, bat boxes, or pollinator gardens. 

 

 
NATURE SCAVENGER HUNT 
What you’ll need 

• Printable Nature Scavenger Hunt (next page) 
• Crayons, colored pencils, or markers 

Optional — and fun! — additions to take it further 

• Create a family “nature box” or “nature table” to collect and display objects you find. 
• Keep a nature notebook. Include photos, drawings, pressed flowers, and notes to record your outdoor 

observations. 
• Gather some “tools” to take on your outings: camera, magnifying glass, binoculars, insect net, or jars for 

(briefly) capturing insects. 
• Have your children devise their own scavenger hunts for the family. 
• Laminate this list so you can reuse it with dry-erase markers. 

Instructions 

• Modify our list to fit your scene (park, nature center, woods, seashore, backyard, etc.) 
• Color in items as you go or draw/write about your discoveries in the blank boxes. 
• For very young kids, consider filling in the blank boxes with items you think they will enjoy finding. 
• For older kids, consider downloading the iNaturalist app and encourage them to use the app to help 

identify the plants, trees, tracks, and creatures they discover. 
Reflections 

• Talk about your hunt: 
o Which item was your favorite?  
o Which was most difficult to find?  
o Which did you find first? 
o What senses did you use on your hunt? What did you smell in nature? Feel? Hear? 

• Albert Einstein, famed theoretical physicist, once said, “Look deep into nature, and then you will 
understand everything better.” What do you think he meant? 

• How does your body feel when you are spending time in nature? How does your mind feel? 
Source: Nature Scavenger Hunt for Kids | FREE Printable — Doing Good Together™ 

  

EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES & CLUB IDEAS 

https://www.doinggoodtogether.org/projects/try-a-nature-scavenger-hunt


NATURE SCAVENGER HUNT
Directions: As you discover each item, color in the picture or draw/write what you found in the
box. Feel free to take photos of your discoveries, but leave these treasures where you found
them so others may enjoy them too. 

HOW MANY TREASURES CAN YOU FIND?

BUG FLOWER

SOMETHING 
COLORFUL

NEST

WORMFALLEN BRANCH

BIRD THREE DIFFERENT
KINDS OF TREES

WATER

SEED THREE DIFFERENT
KINDS OF ROCKS

SQUIRREL

What else did you find? Write or
draw an item you found
interesting that wasn't on this list:

 ©2020 Doing Good Together™                                                                                                    DoingGoodTogether.org

ANIMAL
TRACKS

SOMETHING 
SURPRISING

SOMETHING 
BEAUTIFUL

PINECONE



DIY BIRD FEEDER 
What you’ll need 

• a plastic bottle (with cap) 
• two sticks 
• a pin 
• scissors 
• string 

Instructions 
1. Remove the cap from a clean plastic bottle. Use the pin to puncture several small drainage holes in the 

base of the bottle. 
2. Use the pin to make two level holes on opposite sides of the bottle, near to the base. Use the scissors to 

widen them slightly. 
3. Push a stick through the holes. There should be around 5 centimeters of stick left outside the bottle on 

each side for the perches. 
4. Slightly above each perch, use the scissors to cut a feeding hole the size of a dime. 
5. Create a second set of perches and feeding holes: repeat steps 2 to 4 further up the sides of the bottle and 

offset by 90° from the original. 
6. Use the pin to make two holes in the neck of the bottle, on opposite sides and level with each other. 

Widen these with scissors. 
7. Thread the string through the holes, then fill the bottle with a bird food and replace the bottle cap. You 

may need to make a funnel with a sheet of paper to make filling the bottle easier. 
8. Find a sheltered location outside to hang your feeder - tying it onto a tree branch or washing line would 

work well. 
9. Watch from a distance or indoors for birds to begin landing on your feeder. It may take a few days 

before this begins to happen. 
10. Identify the birds that come to feed. You can use books, mobile apps and the internet to help you. 

Source: How to make a bird feeder | Natural History Museum 

Native Flower Seed Bomb 
What you’ll need: 

• Meadow flower seeds or seeds collected from the garden. 
• Peat-free compost. 
• Water. 
• Powdered clay (found in craft shops). 
• Mixing bowl. 

How much time will you need: 
• Around an hour. This is a simple activity.  

Creating your seed bomb: 
1. In a bowl, mix together 1 cup of seeds with 5 cups of compost and 2-3 cups of clay powder (you could 

use clay soil instead if you have it). 
2. Slowly mix in water with your hands until everything sticks together. 
3. Roll the mixture into firm balls. 
4. Leave the balls to dry in a sunny spot. 

https://www.nhm.ac.uk/discover/how-to-make-a-bird-feeder.html


5. Now for the fun bit! Plant your seed bombs by throwing them at bare parts of the garden and wait to see 
what pops up! 

Native Louisiana flowers to consider 

• Louisiana Phlox (Phlox divaricata) 
• Hybrid Louisiana Iris (Iris ser hexagonae) 
• Silverbell Tree (Halesia diptera) 
• Gulf Coast Yucca (Yucca louisianensis) 
• Azaleas 

 
Source: How to make a seed bomb | The Wildlife Trusts 

DIY Water Filter 
What You’ll Need 

• 2-liter plastic bottle, empty and clean 
• Utility knife 
• Dirty water (make your own with stuff like coffee grounds, dirt, crunched-up old leaves, cooking oil, or 

tiny pieces of foam) 
• Measuring cup 
• Spoon 
• Stopwatch or clock with a second hand 
• Pencil and paper 

https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/actions/how-make-seed-bomb


• As many of the following filter materials as you can get: activated charcoal (available in the fish section 
at a pet store), gravel, sand (coarse and / or fine), cotton balls 

• Coffee filter (A bandanna, old sock, napkin, or paper towel works too!) 
• Crumbled Watershed Activity 

Instructions 
1. Ask a grown-up to cut the bottle in half. Then flip the bottle's top half over and put it in the bottom, so 

the top looks like a funnel. You'll build your filter in the top part. 
2. Place the coffee filter (or bandanna, sock, etc.) at the bottom of your filter. 
3. Add cotton balls, charcoal, gravel, sand, and / or other materials in layers. You can use just one of them 

or all of them. Tip: Think about which order to add them. Bigger filter materials usually catch bigger 
impurities. 

4. Write down which filter materials you used and in what order you layered them. 
5. Stir your dirty water and measure out a cup of it. 
6. Get your timer ready! 
7. Pour a cup of dirty water into your filter. Start the timer as soon as you begin pouring. 
8. Time how long it takes for all the water to go through the filter. Then write down how long it took. 
9. Carefully scoop out the filter materials, one layer at a time. What did each layer take out of the water? 
10. Experiment! Clean the bottle and try again. Put the filter materials in a different order each time, and 

time each experiment. What do you discover? 
WHAT'S GOING ON? 
The slower, the better! The longer it takes for water to move through a filter, the cleaner it gets. Water slips 
easily through the filter materials, but bigger gunk, like dirt, gets trapped. The filter materials usually get finer 
and finer, so they can catch whatever was missed earlier. Activated charcoal can be near the end of the water’s 
path, because it uses an electrical charge to grab particles too small for us to see. 
Your filtered water is not clean enough to drink. But a plant will love it! 
Source: Make a water filter | National Geographic Kids 

TURN YOUR OLD T-SHIRTS INTO BAGS 
What You’ll Need 

• Scissors 
• Safety pin 
• Old-T-shirt 

Instructions 

1. Lay the shirt on a flat table and cut the sleeves 
off. (Keep the sleeves, we will use them in the 
next step.) Then, cut the neck of the shirt off. 
You can make the cut round-ish or square-ish, 
as long as the hole is big enough for you to 
put stuff in the bag. 

 

https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/books/article/water-wonders


2. Cut 3 strips of cloth from the sleeves. The 
strips should be about 1/2 inch wide. Cutting 
all the way around the sleeve should give you 
strips of the right length. Stretch the strips a 
little to make them curl in. 

 
3. On the bottom hem of the shirt, cut three 

small slits, just big enough to slip in the safety 
pin. Stick the safety pin through the end of 
one of the strips you made and close the pin. 

 
4. Insert the pin with the strip into one of the 

slits in the hem. Push the pin through the hem 
until it reaches the next slit, then pull it out. 
Remove the safety pin from the strip and 
attach it to end of another strip. Repeat the 
process, pulling this strip through the next 
section of the hem. Continue until each of the 
three strips is pulled through a section of the 
hem. Now pull each string tight.  

5. Done! Your t-shirt is now a bag that you can 
use to carry anything you want. 

 
Source: https://www.neefusa.org/home-upcycle-projects  

RAIN CLOUD IN A JAR 
What you’ll need 

• A clear jar 
• A small cup 
• Blue food coloring 
• Shaving cream 
• A syringe 

Instructions 
1. Fill the jar about ¾ of cold water. 
2. Add some water and food coloring to the small cup and mix it. 
3. Use the shaving cream to create a fluffy cloud on top of the jar. 
4. Use the syringe to suck up the colored water and release it onto the shaving cream cloud. 
5. Keep adding the colored water to the jar and watch how it mimics the rain falling from the sky. 

Reflections 

• What was your favorite part of this activity? 

https://www.neefusa.org/home-upcycle-projects


• What part did you find the most difficult? 
• How do you think it mimicked the water cycle? Why? 
• What did you learn from this activity? 

Source: https://funlearningforkids.com/rain-cloud-jar-science-experiment/  

DIY NATIVE SPECIES NEWSPAPER 
What you’ll need 

• Paper 
• Writing utensils 
• Coloring utensils 

Instructions 
1. First give every child a piece of paper.  
2. Then instruct them to create a newspaper on a native species here in Louisiana; species could be: 

American Alligators, Louisiana Black Bears, Brown Pelicans, American Green Tree Frogs, etc..  
3. The kids should separate the newspaper into different sections, with sections for a drawing of the 

animal, the habitat of the animal, the natural predators and prey of the animals, any threats to the animal 
(i.e. habitat loss or over-hunting), and/or a section for fun facts about the animal 

Reflections 
This activity allows for children to learn in depth about at least one native animal we have in Louisiana. While 
it is common for kids to be taught the basics about the different species we have, a lot of kids don't possess 
detailed knowledge on any specific species. Through the creation of a newspaper that goes into detail about an 
animal of their choosing, the youth is given a chance to learn and in turn recognize the threats that our native 
wildlife face. 

OIL SPILL DEMONSTRATION 
What you’ll need 

• Clear Plastic Container 
• Tray 
• Spoon 
• Water 
• Cooking Oil 
• Cotton Wool 
• Cotton Buds 
• Paper Towels 

Instructions 
1. First fill the clear container with water until about halfway full, then use a spoon to add a small amount 

of oil into the water.  
2. Use the cotton buds (or spoon) to move the oil around and mix it up.  
3. Next test which of the absorbent materials work best to clean up the oil out of the water, re-adding oil 

after every test to make results as correct as possible. 
Reflections 
This activity partnered with a lesson on oil spills can act as a simple yet powerful presentation on why oil spills 
can be so harmful to our ecosystems. Allowing kids to see just how difficult it is to remove the oil without also 
removing water can show just how tough cleaning up such spills can be, especially once they realize that we 
don't have giant paper towels or cotton pads to absorb the oil. 

https://funlearningforkids.com/rain-cloud-jar-science-experiment/


Source: https://www.science-sparks.com/clean-it-up-oil-spill-experiment/  

MAKE A RAIN GAUGE TO MEASURE RAINFALL 
What you’ll need 

• Tall, clear jar with straight sides, at least 2 inches high. Most spaghetti sauce jars are good 
• Funnel (with an opening the same size as the jars base) 
• Plastic ruler 
• Clear tape or masking tape 
• Permanent marker 
• Printout of your Weather Chart (see on next page 

Instructions: Part 1 – Making Your Rain Gauge 

1. Remove the jar's label. (If it's hard to remove, try 
soaking the jar in warm, soapy water for 5 minutes.) 

 

2. Apply a piece of tape on the side of the jar, 
running from the bottom to the top. Then use 
the ruler and a permanent marker to mark 
inches and half-inches along the tape, starting 
from the bottom. (Be sure the bottom of the ruler 
is even with the bottom of the jar.) Make the inch 
lines long and the 1/2-inch lines short. Then 
cover your marks with a second piece of clear 
tape. 

  

Instructions: Part 2 – Measure Rainfall 

3. If you’re using a funnel, place it in the jar 

 
4. Put the jar outside on a day it’s supposed to rain   
5. Observe your jar at the end of the day, or after the rain has ended. 

Look at the ruler to determine how many inches of rain were 
collected. (If it's raining hard, watch for the jar to fill up, record the 
amount, empty it, and then let it continue to fill up until the rain stops. Add 
up the rain measurements when the rain stops.) 

 

6. Record the date and the results in your Weather Chart.  

7. Be sure to empty the jar before you use it again.  

Source: American Museum of Natural History https://www.amnh.org/explore/ology/earth/make-your-own-
weather-station/make-a-rain-gauge  

  

https://www.science-sparks.com/clean-it-up-oil-spill-experiment/
https://www.amnh.org/explore/ology/earth/make-your-own-weather-station/make-a-rain-gauge
https://www.amnh.org/explore/ology/earth/make-your-own-weather-station/make-a-rain-gauge


BIRD WATCHING 
Download the Merline Bird ID App from the App Store or Google Play. The idea for the Merlin Bird ID app 
was hatched at the Cornell Lab of Ornithology in 2009 as we asked, “Can we create an interactive tool to help 
people identify birds?” Thanks to funding from the National Science Foundation, support from donors, and a 
wealth of data from birders, photographers, and audio recordists using eBird, our free Merlin Bird ID app has 
helped millions of people around the world to identify birds. 
Merlin asks you five questions about the bird you saw, then draws upon more than 750 million observations 
from eBird to show you the most likely species at your location and time of year. You can also upload a photo 
and challenge Merlin to identify it using its computer vision capability, powered by artificial intelligence trained 
with millions of bird photos submitted with eBird checklists to the Lab’s Macaulay Library. 

 
DIY WOOD DUCK BOX 
What you’ll need 

• One 1’x10’x10’ cypress or cedar 
• One 1x12x13” cypress or cedar 
• 35-40 2’ exterior-grade deck scres 
• One galvanized screen door “propeller” latch 
• One 4x12” wire mesh (1/4”) or metal lathe (for fledgling exit ladder) 
• Printout of your Weather Chart (see on next page 

Instructions 
1. Cut out all the pieces according to the drawing on the next page. 
 
2. Mark the entrance (an elliptical hole 3” high x 4” wide) and cut it out. Attach the 4x12” metal mesh to 

interior of the front piece with a staple gun about 1” below the entry hole. Be certain there are no sharp 
edges protruding, which can hurt the adults and youngsters alike. 

 
3. Start attaching front and back pieces to side and floor, as shown. Check angle at top of side to ensure 

proper roof alignment. Install floor and recess it 1/2” from bottom edges. Drain holes are not used in this 
design. 

4. Make a 45-degree angle cut in second side, 6” from the bottom. The longer piece will be a pivoted door. 
The angle keeps out water when door is closed. Test-fit these pieces. Affix smaller side piece through 
front and back. Screw into floor. 



 
5. Sand the edges on the top portion of the door so it will operate nicely. Mark the location using a square 

1” down from the top of the front piece and transfer the mark to the opposite side. Put the door in so that 
it closes tightly with the 45-degree cut. Drill the holes for the pivot screws, install two deck screws, and 
see how it works. Adjust if needed. 

 
6. Using a wood rasp, make a finger groove so that the door can be opened easily. Install the “propeller 

closure.” Refer to the drawing. 
7. 7. Install the roof. Overhang is largest on front, 3/4” off the back, and 1” on each side. Predrill and screw 

the roof into place. Be certain to not screw into the door side of the box. 

 
8. A 3/4” strip of wood serves as a mounting support. The nest box can be hung onto a pre-positioned lag 

screw through the keyhole. 
9. Wood Ducks will welcome a kerf cut ladder or a rough surface made by a rasp, just below the entry 

hole. 



 
Box Placement 

Wooded swamps, marshes, streams, beaver ponds, and small lakes are ideal. Place the nest box where entry 
flyway is clear, in or near fresh water, but away from trees. If placed on land, face the entry hole toward 
water. 
Nesting materials: Add four inches of wood chips. The hen makes a cup-like depression for the eggs and 
lines the nest with her own soft down feathers. 
Mounting: Place nest boxes on sturdy polessuch as eight-foot-long metal highway signposts or four-by-
four-inch wooden posts with a predator cone below the nest box. Space nest boxes fifty feet apart. 
Height: On land, place nest box six feet high. In water, place nest box three feet above historic high water 
levels. 
Source: https://www.audubon.org/news/how-build-wood-duck-nest-box  

  

https://www.audubon.org/news/how-build-wood-duck-nest-box






PLANT IDENTIFICATION APPS 
There are several plant identification apps out there that are on the Apple Store and Google Play. Some 
recommendations we have are below, but we encourage to seek parental approval before downloading any apps 
on your device. 

1. Pl@ntNet 
a. Best For: Identifying wild plants, trees, herbs, vegetables, and weeds 
b. Why it’s great for youth: Simple interface and educational value; encourages exploration and 

citizen science 
2. Seek by iNaturalist 

a. Best For: Identifying plants, fungi, and animals 
b. Why it’s great for youth: Fun and interactive, perfect for nature walks and science projects 

3. iNaturalist 
a. Best For: Connecting with a global community or naturalist 
b. Why it’s great for youth: Encourages sharing and learning from others; great for group projects 

4. LeafSnap 
a. Best For: Identifying trees and plants by leaf photos 
b. Why it’s great for youth: Easy to use and visually engaging 

5. Flora Incognita 
a. Best For: High-accuracy plant ID 
b. Whi it’s great for youth: Reliable and educational; supports conservation learning 

 
• “The environment is where we all meet; where we all have a mutual interest.” – Lady Bird Johnson 
• “We do not inherit the Earth from our ancestors, we borrow it from our children.” – Native American 

Proverb 
• “Small acts, when multiplied by millions of people, can transform the world.” – Howard Zinn 
• “Nature provides for us—let’s return the favor.” – 4-H Environmental Motto 
• “Protecting Louisiana’s wetlands is protecting our future.” – Local Conservation Message 
• “Service starts with stewardship—what will you protect today?” 
• “From seed to soil, every action counts.” 
• “Your club can be the change—start with your school, your park, your street.” 
• “Environmental action is leadership in motion.” 
• “When you clean a park, you grow a community.” 
• Look deep into nature, and then you will understand everything better.” – Albert Einstein 
• “The Earth has music for those who listen.” – William Shakespeare 
• “In every walk with nature, one receives far more than he seeks.” – John Muir 
• “Nature does not hurry, yet everything is accomplished.” – Lao Tzu 
• “The clearest way into the Universe is through a forest wilderness.” – John Muir 
• “Young people are not just the leaders of tomorrow—they are the leaders of today.” – Unknown 
• “You’re never too small to make a difference.” – Greta Thunberg 
• “Do your little bit of good where you are; it’s those little bits of good put together that overwhelm the 

world.” – Desmond Tutu 
• “Small changes can make a big impact—especially when we make them together.” – 4-H Motto 
• “Leadership is not about being in charge. It’s about taking care of those in your charge.” – Simon Sinek 

 

SEEDS OF STEWARDSHIP 



 
 
 

 



Share your service projects with your local
4-H Agent(s). Include a brief description
and photos. Be sure to share on social

media and tag Louisiana 4-H in all post

2025-2026
LOUISIANA 4-H
DAYS OF SERVICE

GET INVOLVED IN THESE
UPCOMING DAYS OF SERVICE

Sept. 11 - 9/11 Day of Service
Dec. 6 - LA4H Day of Service
Jan. 19 - MLK Day of Service 
Apr. 24-26 - Global Youth Service Days 



 
There are many resources out there for both youth and adults to utilize when they need help. Check out some of 
the organizations national services out there. You can click on the title of the resources to be taken to their 
respective websites. 

Keep Louisiana Beautiful  
Keep Louisiana Beautiful brings people together to build and sustain vibrant, clean communities. Through our 
programs and a statewide network of Affiliates, we provide the right tools and resources to prevent litter, reduce 
waste, increase recycling, and protect the natural resources of our communities. Our mission is to promote 
personal, corporate, and community responsibility for a clean and beautiful Louisiana. 
Four key initiatives include: 

• Improving policy and infrastructure to make it easier for people to do the right thing through our grants 
programs, advocacy, and data collection 

• Strengthening environmental law enforcement through enforcement legislation support, ordinance 
templates, and a litter court handbook 

• Influencing positive behavior through education with our K-5 litter education curriculum, teacher 
trainings, public awareness campaigns and motorist education programs 

• Increasing community capacity through our litter cleanups and recycling collections, grant programs, 
trainings, and annual state conference 

 
The Deep South Center for Environmental Justice (DSCEJ)  
The DSCEJ provides opportunities for communities, decision-makers, and scientific researchers to collaborate 
on programs and projects that promote the rights of all people to be free from environmental harm as it impacts 
health, jobs, housing, education, and general quality of life. 

 
Coalition to Restore Coastal Louisiana 
 The Coalition to Restore Coastal Louisiana is a nonprofit organization whose mission is to unite people in 
action to achieve a thriving, sustainable Louisiana coast for all. The Coalition to Restore Coastal Louisiana is 
training the next generation of coastal leaders. We hosted the biggest State of the Coast conference yet in 2023. 
And we are undertaking restoration projects across our coast to ensure a brighter future for all Louisianians. 
CRCL envisions vibrant wetlands, with hurricane protection, bountiful ecosystems, and economic opportunities 
across Louisiana’s coast. 

 

Pontchartrain Conservancy  
Pontchartrain Conservancy's mission is to drive environmental sustainability and stewardship through scientific 
research, education, and advocacy. The Pontchartrain Conservancy has three programmatic areas (Science, 
Community, and Education) that are backed by our extensive, ongoing scientific research. Through these 

ORGANIZATIONS & RESOURCES AVAILABLE  

https://keeplouisianabeautiful.org/
https://dscej.org/
https://www.crcl.org/
https://www.crcl.org/
https://scienceforourcoast.org/
https://scienceforourcoast.org/
https://keeplouisianabeautiful.org/
https://dscej.org/
https://www.crcl.org/


science-based programs, we are transforming disregard, confusion, and fear surrounding Louisiana’s coastal 
crisis into understanding, advocacy, and community for environmental sustainability. 

 
Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality (LDEQ) 
The Department's mission is to provide service to the people of Louisiana through comprehensive 
environmental protection in order to promote and protect health, safety and welfare.  

 
Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Foresty (LDAF) 
The Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry (LDAF) is responsible for administering many of the programs 
and enforcing the regulations that impact every aspect of the state’s agriculture and forestry. LDAF’s mission is to 
promote, protect, and advance agriculture and forestry, and soil and water resources. 

 
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF) 
The Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is responsible for managing and protecting Louisiana’s abundant 
natural resources. LDWF’s mission is to manage, conserve, and promote wise utilization of Louisiana’s renewable fish 
and wildlife resources and their supporting habitats through replenishment, protection, enhancement, research, 
development, and education for the social and economic benefit of current and future generations; to provide opportunities 
for knowledge of and use and enjoyment of these resources; and to promote a safe and healthy environment for the users 
of the resources. 

 

Louisiana Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority (CPRA) 
The CPRA is established as the single state entity with authority to articulate a clear statement of priorities and to focus 
development and implementation efforts to achieve comprehensive coastal protection for Louisiana. 

The Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority’s mandate is to develop, implement, and enforce a comprehensive 
coastal protection and restoration Master Plan. 

 

https://www.feedinglouisiana.org/
https://www.feedinglouisiana.org/
https://www.ldaf.la.gov/
https://www.ldaf.la.gov/
https://www.wlf.louisiana.gov/
https://www.wlf.louisiana.gov/
https://coastal.la.gov/
https://coastal.la.gov/
https://scienceforourcoast.org/
https://www.deq.louisiana.gov/
https://www.ldaf.la.gov/
https://coastal.la.gov/


Louisiana 4-H Wetland Ambassadors 
The Wetland Ambassadors Team works to bring awareness to the state’s wetlands and the threats they face. Team 
members spend the year developing coastal and environmental literacy and professional skills as they give presentations, 
lead activities, and exhibit at major events in their communities and the state. 

 
Project Learning Tree 
Project Learning Tree is committed to advancing environmental education, forest literacy, and green career pathways, 
using trees and forests as windows on the world. 

Our award-winning resources offer a lifetime of learning from early childhood through adulthood, and our wide and 
diverse network provides professional development for educators and opportunities for young adults to explore forests and 
green careers. 

 
Common Ground Relief 
Common Ground Relief (CGR) was founded on September 5, 2005, by Malik Rahim, Sharon Johnson, and Scott Crow in 
the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. CGR works in environmental outreach and education, wetlands restoration, 
and operates a food pantry from our headquarters in the Lower 9th Ward of New Orleans. 

 
Woodlands Conservancy 
Woodlands Conservancy is a 501-C-3, nonprofit land trust organization created with the mission to preserve and restore 
forested wetlands and other ecologically or historically significant lands in Louisiana. The vision of Woodlands 
Conservancy is to be the regional model for the conservation of hardwood forests, and a leader in the advocacy and 
preservation of Louisiana’s coastal forest ecosystems. 

 

We hope you find this resource beneficial as you continue to “Make the Best Better”! 

 

https://www.lsuagcenter.com/topics/kids_teens/projects/ywp/wetland-ambassadors
https://www.lsuagcenter.com/topics/kids_teens/projects/ywp/wetland-ambassadors
https://www.plt.org/
https://www.plt.org/
https://www.commongroundrelief.org/
https://www.commongroundrelief.org/
https://www.woodlandsconservancy.org/
https://www.woodlandsconservancy.org/
https://www.lsuagcenter.com/topics/kids_teens/projects/ywp/wetland-ambassadors
https://www.plt.org/
https://www.commongroundrelief.org/
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