
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2015: An Extreme 
Weather Mix 
Myrl Sistrunk, Extension 
Associate 
 
Louisiana sweet potato 
producers experienced the 
extremes of weather during 
2015.  Early in the year the 
state had ice and snow mixes 
that caused the closing of 
schools, offices, and roads in 
many parishes.  Beginning in 
early spring growers dealt with 
wet conditions that delayed 
seedbed establishment and 
plant production.  Later 
management of plant beds 
was a struggle due to rank 
growth of plants and weed 
pressure in the plant beds.  
Wet conditions persisted 
throughout the planting 
season, however, growers 
managed to get a few days 
where conditions allowed field 
work and planting of the crop.  
All the commercial production 
areas of the state were 
experiencing the same 
conditions.  The Louisiana 
sweet potato planting season 
extended into mid-July for 
some producers which is 2-3 
weeks later, when compared 
to years without excessively 
wet planting conditions. 
 
Beginning in early July, 
producers experienced a 
prolonged hot and dry period 
with no appreciable rainfall.  
The hot and dry conditions 
lasted over 100 days.  During 
this time, growers that had the 
ability to irrigate relied on their 
systems heavily.  Harvest did 
begin for some in late August 

while the majority of harvest 
did not fully get under way until 
mid-September.   Producers 
were granted a reprieve from 
the dry conditions in mid-
October.  The initial rain event 
was welcome, with the hope it 
would improve soil conditions 
for harvest and reduce 
skinning.  However, the rain 
events that followed hampered 
the harvest season and 
negatively impacted about 
15% of the crop that remained 
to be harvested.   
 
As of December 1, 2015, the 
Louisiana sweet potato crop 
has been harvested.  Many 
producers abandoned several 
acres due to prolonged 
saturated conditions.  There 
are approximately 300 acres 
that went unharvested.  Yields 
had declined in the late 
harvest fields.  This will have a 
negative impact on individual 
operations and the overall 
economics of the 2015 potato 
crop.  Louisiana sweet potato 
yields were already expected 
to be below last year’s crop 
average of 480 bushels per 
acre due to reasons stated 
earlier.  Louisiana’s sweet 
potato acreage is up from 
8,400 acres in 2014 to 9,300 
acres in 2015.  Hopefully 
weather conditions will allow 
the remaining acres to be 
harvested and the upward 
trend in acreage will continue 
into 2016 and beyond. 
 
Louisiana Sweet Potato 
Advisory Committee will be 
December 9, 2015, at the LSU 
AgCenter Scott Research and 
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Extension Center in 
Winnsboro, from 9AM-3PM.  
Various topics of sweet potato 
research and extension will be 
discussed and 
recommendations gathered to 
improve the Louisiana sweet 
potato industry. 
 
The 79th Louisiana Sweet 
Potato Meeting will be 
Tuesday, January 11-12, 
2016, at the Thomas Jason 
Lingo Community Center, 
10284 Hwy 17, Oak Grove, 
LA.  The Louisiana Sweet 
Potato Commission Meeting 
and the Louisiana Sweet 
Potato Association Board 
Meeting will be held Monday 
afternoon, January 11th.  The 
general session will be 
Tuesday, January 12th, and 
conclude with lunch.  
 
For more information, contact 
Myrl Sistrunk at 318-267-6712. 
 
U.S. Sweet Potato 
Convention  
Alabama will be hosting the 
54th National Sweet Potato 
Convention, January 24-26, 
2016, in Chattanooga, TN.  
Early registration is due 
December 14th.  After that 
date, a late fee will apply.  The 
headquarter hotel is the 
Chattanooga Choo Choo.  
Activities are planned for the 
spouses as well.  For more 
information, see the National 
Sweet Potato Convention on 
Facebook. 
 
 
Foundation Seed Update 
Tara Smith, Research 
Coordinator, LSU AgCenter 
Sweet Potato Research 
Station  
 
The LSU AgCenter Sweet 
Potato Research Station 
produced approximately 45 
acres of foundation seed 

during the 2015 production 
season. Seed yields have 
been average this year.  
Similar to commercial 
operations, planting was 
delayed due to wet weather 
early in the plating season.  
The majority of the seed was 
harvested under good field 
conditions.  Approximately 
15% was harvested after the 
late fall rain events but is 
faring well in storage.   
Several varieties will be 
available for purchase this 
year, including Bayou Belle, 
Orleans, Beauregard, 
Evangeline and Bellevue. As a 
reminder, a license is required 
to grow all newer varieties 
including Bonita, Murasaki-29, 
Bayou Belle, Orleans and 
Bellevue. (Please contact the 
station for specifics.)  
Letters regarding foundation 
seed will be mailed to 
producers and county agents 
in early December. Seed 
allocation will proceed similar 
to past year. Once all of the 
orders have been received 
(Deadline: Jan. 29, 2016) 
available seed will be 
allocated, and producers will 
be notified about their orders. 
Orders received after Jan. 29, 
2016, will be handled on a 
first-come, first-served basis. If 
you have any questions 
concerning the foundation 
seed program, call Tara Smith 
at the Sweet Potato Research 
Station at 318-435-2155. 
 
 
Seed-borne Fungal 
Diseases, Old Problems 
Reappearing 
Chris Clark, Professor LSU 
Plant Pathology 

 
Many decades ago, diseases 
such as black rot, foot rot, and 
scurf were chronic problems in 
the U.S. sweet potato industry.  
An integrated management 

program was developed for 
these diseases and it was, and 
in Louisiana remains, very 
successful at keeping the 
incidence of these diseases to 
a minimum.  In last year’s 
newsletter it was pointed out 
that North Carolina has been 
experiencing problems with 
black rot for a few years.  This 
year, growers in several other 
states encountered problems 
with black rot for the first time, 
possibly as a result of buying 
‘seed’ that was contaminated.  
In addition, at least one 
instance occurred in Louisiana 
in 2014 where scurf was a 
significant problem in one field.  
Both diseases are far easier to 
avoid than they are to 
eliminate if they find their way 
onto your farm.  Black rot is 
especially problematic as the 
fungus that causes it, 
Ceratocystis fimbriata, 
produces multitudes of spores 
that can persist on surfaces 
such as diggers, pallet boxes, 
and packing lines.  Once these 
surfaces are infested, it 
requires a lot of effort to 
sanitize all the equipment used 
for harvest and storage. 
 
Scurf and black rot are both 
spread by using contaminated 
planting materials – ‘seed’ 
roots and slips.  However, 
while they are not thought to 
survive as long in soil as some 
pathogens, they can survive 
for a year or two.  The scurf 
pathogen, Monilochaetes 
infuscans, appears to survive 
in soil when there is a lot of 
organic matter in the soil.  If 
you encounter a field where it 
appears scurf has survived in 
the soil, it will be important to 
not plant sweet potatoes back 
in that field for 2-3 years, and 
to remember that morning 
glories can also be infected by 
this pathogen and provide an 



additional opportunity for it to 
persist in a field. 
The advice that has proven 
successful in managing these 
diseases for decades remains 
the best approach: 
1. Follow a crop rotation 

program, since the black 
rot and foot rot pathogens 
do not survive in soil for 
more than one to two 
years and do not infect 
other crops, although they 
may infect morning glories 
in rotational crops. 

2. Cure roots immediately 
after harvest so wounds 
heal before pathogens 
such as the black rot and 
foot rot pathogens can 
enter the roots. 

3. Do not use storage roots 
with symptoms of disease 
for bedding. 

4. Treat seed roots in beds 
with a fungicide. Dicloran 
(Botran) is effective in 
controlling sclerotial blight, 
scurf, and Rhizopus soft 
rot but not as effective in 
controlling black rot and 
foot rot. If black rot or foot 
rot become a problem, it 
may be necessary to use 
thiabendazole (Mertect).  
Some reduction in vigor of 
sprouts may occur when 
this fungicide is used. 

5. Cut transplants at least 1 
inch above the soil surface 
to avoid carrying the 
diseases on underground 
parts. 

 
 
Sweet Potato Year End 
Message 
Rene Simon, Agricultural 
Economic Development, LDAF 

 
As we approach the Holiday 
Season, it is a time of 
reflection and planning for the 
future.  The Louisiana Sweet 
Potato Commission has had a 
long history of promoting the 

best yams grown.  This year 
our efforts have been to 
partner with another Louisiana 
staple, seafood.  We have 
worked closely with the 
Louisiana Seafood Marketing 
and Promotion Board as well 
as Louisiana Fish Fry to 
promote our products together.   

At the Louisiana Restaurant 
Association’s annual trade 
show, we served sweet 
potatoes boiled with shrimp as 
a new promotion for additional 
uses for yams.  The response 
was tremendous.  Many 
restaurateurs have never 
thought of using a sweet 
potato in their seafood boils.  
This could lead to a new 
market for our smaller sweet 
potatoes.   

We will be rolling out a 
marketing campaign this 
spring in time for crawfish 
season to highlight this effort.   
In addition to using the sweet 
potatoes in boils, we will also 
focus on using Alexia Fries 
when frying your favorite fish, 
shrimp, soft shell crabs or 
oysters.   

On the legislative front, we 
changed the statutes that 
govern the Commission to 
allow us to direct more money 
towards the LSU AgCenter for 
the vital research that is done 
to sustain our industry.  We 
recognize that without the 
tremendous effort that these 
researchers put forward, the 
Louisiana industry would be 
severely impacted.  The 
research conducted by the 
LSU AgCenter is not only 
necessary for our state’s 
survival, but the whole United 
States’ sweet potato industry.   

The Staff of the Louisiana 
Sweet Potato Commission 
wishes you a Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year and we 

are very grateful for the 
opportunity to serve  you.   
 
 
Update on Variety and 
Selection Test Plot 
Results 
Dr. Don LaBonte, Professor 
LSU Plant Science 

 
Trial sites in Louisiana 
included Forest, Ville Platte, 
Mansura, and Delhi. A 
common theme at all locations 
was exceptional yield and 
shape quality. Even a plot 
harvested in Ville Platte in late 
November had sound, quality 
roots – unexpected but 
welcomed!  
 
Orleans was a top performer 
across all plots when 
compared to Beauregard for 
U.S. #1 grade. The total yield 
varied little between these two 
varieties; however, the grade 
out for Orleans is always 
superior. Bellevue (LA 06-52) 
was trialed in all locations and 
was a strong performer – 
shape quality was excellent in 
Marksville and Ville Platte. 
This is a tricky one to work 
with as it stores well yet is 
difficult to sprout in plant beds. 
We recommend a two month 
warm up at 75^F. Yes, that’s a 
lot of special care, but it does 
deliver on yield so it can be 
worth the extra bedded roots. I 
noticed a few split roots in the 
late November plot – but 
nothing severe and cold 
related. Harvesting Bellevue in 
October is a good move.  
 
A number of attractive 
selections are making their 
way through trials. One of the 
best is LA 13-84. It has a 
copper skin, high yield, and 
consistent shape. It is similar 
in appearance and 
performance to Bellevue (La 
06-52). A good number of 



plants were cut from the beds 
this year so it may address the 
major shortcoming we see with 
Bellevue (LA 06-52). It also 
has a good flavor! 
 
 
EPA revises Agricultural 
Worker Protection 
Standard  
Brian Breaux  
Louisiana Farm Bureau 
Federation 

 
On November 2, 2015, the 
Federal Register published 
the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) final 
revisions to the 1992 EPA 
Agricultural Worker 
Protection Standard.  The 
revised EPA Worker 
Protection Standard is 
designed to provide farm 
employees with better health 
protections from exposure to 
general and restricted use 
pesticides.  Farms, forestry 
and greenhouse operations 
that use pesticides must 
comply with the EPA Worker 
Protection Standard.  The 
EPA Worker Protection 
Standard does not apply to 
pesticides applied by public 
pest control such as 
mosquito control districts, 
pesticides used in bait traps 
for rodent control, pesticides 
used on livestock or in home 
fruit, vegetable gardens and 
lawns or non-crop areas such 
as roads. The more notable 
changes in the revised EPA 
Worker Protection Standard 
are as follows:  

• Farm employees that 
may be exposed to pesticides 
are required to complete an 
expanded pesticide training 
class every year at each one 
year interval.  Employer must 
provide a copy of pesticide 
training record to the farm 
employee upon their request. 

• The “5 day grace 
period” that allowed farm 
employees to enter an area 
treated with a pesticide 
before receiving full pesticide 
safety training has been 
eliminated. 
• Recordkeeping of farm 
employee pesticide training, 
site specific pesticide 
application records and the 
associated pesticide safety 
data sheet(s) must be kept 
for two years. 
• Children and youth 
under 18 are prohibited from 
handling pesticides. 
• Farm owners and their 
immediate family are exempt 
from the majority of WPS 
requirements on their own 
farms including the minimum 
age requirement for applying 
pesticides. 
• Warning signs with 
“Danger” and “Pesticides” on 
top and “Keep Out” on 
bottom are required for fields 
or enclosed spaces where 
pesticides are applied with 
Re-Entry Intervals (REI) of 48 
hours for fields or 4 hours for 
enclosed spaces.  
• Agricultural employers 
must provide application 
information on treated areas 
to handler who may be in 
area or may be within ¼ mile 
of area.  Handler must notify 
employer before application 
begins and within 2 hours of 
end of application when 
changes occur.  
• No-entry zones of 0-
100 feet must be enforced 
surrounding pesticide 
application equipment during 
pesticide application; and 
surrounding fields treated 
with pesticides.  Size of no-
entry zone is dependent on 
type of application and 
pesticide(s) used. 
• Pesticide application 
information and pesticide 
safety data sheets must be 

posted at a known central 
location on the farm within 24 
hours following the end of the 
pesticide application and 
before workers enter treated 
area.  Employers must 
display this information for 30 
days after end of pesticide re-
entry interval (REI) and all 
application records and 
pesticide safety data sheets 
must be kept for 2 years.  
• Pesticide handlers 
must apply pesticides in a 
manner not to contact 
workers or other persons.  
Handlers must immediately 
stop pesticide application if a 
worker or other person enters 
the “no-entry” zone of 0-100 
feet surrounding the pesticide 
application.  
• All application records 
and pesticide safety data 
sheets must be provided to 
any farm employee or their 
representative who request 
information. 
• Decontamination: 
Employer must provide at 
least 1 gallon of water for 
each worker and 3 gallons for 
each pesticide handler and 
each early entry worker 
counted at beginning of work 
period.   
• For eye wash: Must 
provide a system capable of 
delivering 0.4 gallons/minute 
of water for 15 minutes; or 6 
gallons of water able to flow 
gently for 15 minutes at a 
mix/load site if handlers use 
products requiring eye 
protection.   
• Handler site: One pint 
of water in a portable 
container must be available 
to handlers applying 
pesticides if eye protection is 
required.  
• Employer must provide 
transportation to a medical 
facility for any farm employee 
within 30 minutes of any 
possible pesticide-related 



illness and must provide 
copies of pesticide safety 
data sheet(s) to the medical 
facility.  
• Employer must provide 
respirator and fit testing, 
training and medical 
evaluation that conforms to 
OSHA standards for any 
pesticide handler required to 
wear a respirator according 
to the product label. 
Recordkeeping of respirator 
fit test, training and medical 
evaluation must be 
maintained for 2 years.  

 
*The effective date for these 
revisions is January 1, 2016.  
The good news is that farmers 
have until January 2, 2017 
before they must comply with 
the first compliance deadline 
for these EPA Worker 
Protection Standards.  
 
Featured Recipe 
 
Northeast Region 
Cookery Contest-Sweet 
Potato Category- Nick 
Poole, Concordia Parish, 
1st Place 
Southwest Sweet Potato 
Dip 
 
Ingredients: 
2 medium sweet potatoes 
4 cloves garlic 
¼ to ½ cup chopped cilantro 
¼ cup olive oil 
¼ cup fresh lime juice 
¼ cup water 
1 tbsp cumin 
1 tsp salt 
1 tsp chili powder 
1 tsp smoked paprika 
¼ tsp cayenne pepper 
 
Instructions: 
Pierce sweet potatoes; 
microwave on high for 5-9 
minutes, or until tender.  Cover 
with towel and let stand for 5 
minutes.  Once the sweet 

potatoes have cooled, spoon 
into food processor.  Add all of 
the other ingredients and 
process until smooth.  Keep 
refrigerated up to 3 days.  
Serve at room temperature 
with chips or crackers. 
 
Yields:  8 servings.   
 
Sweet Potato Facts 
 

 Sweet potatoes are a good 
source of fiber when eaten 
with the skin on. 

 Sweet potatoes offer other 
nutrients such as potassium, 
iron and vitamin B-6 

 Sweet potatoes can be:  
Baked, steamed, boiled, 
microwaved, fried, juiced, 
pureed, eaten raw. 

 Our first president, George 
Washington grew sweet 
potatoes on his farmland in 
Mount Vernon, Virginia. 

 George Washington Carver, 
a famous scientist, 
developed 118 products 
from sweet 
potatoes including glue for 
postage stamps and starch 
for sizing cotton fabrics. 

 Sweet potatoes are an 
excellent way to eat 
healthy!  They are fat-free 
and cholesterol-free.  

 Sweet potatoes are high in 
Beta Carotene.  They are an 
excellent source of copper, 
manganese, potassium, iron 
and vitamin B-6. 

 Here is a list of some of the 
common names used for 
Sweet potatoes around the 
world:  

 

 China: fan shu  
 Fiji: kumala  
 India: shakar-kandi  
 Indonesia: ubi-

jalar                                

 Japan: Satsuma 
imo                    

 Malaysia: keledek  
 Philippines: kamote  
 Sri Lanka: bath-ala  
 Thailand: man-thet 

LSU AgCenter Extension 
personnel are available to 
assist you with all of your crop 
needs. Please call on us if we 
can be of assistance.  
 
Sweet Potato Extension 
Associate  
Myrl Sistrunk  
318-428-3571 
318-267-6712 (cell) 
msistrunk@agcenter.lsu.edu 
 
Coordinator LSU AgCenter 
Sweet Potato Research 
Station, Tara Smith 
318-435-2155 
318-557-9501 
tsmith@agcenter.lsu.edu 
 
Sweet Potato County 
Agents 
 
Morehouse Parish  
And West Carroll Parish 
Bruce Garner 
318-428-3571 
318-331-9481 (cell) 
bgarner@agcenter.lsu.edu 
 
St. Landry, Evangeline, 
And Acadia Parish 
Vince Deshotel 
337-948-0561 
vdeshotel@agctr.lsu.edu 
 
Avoyelles Parish 
Justin Dufour 
318-964-2249 
jdufour@agcenter.lsu.edu 
 
Franklin Parish 
Carol Pinnell-Alison 
318-435-7551 
cpinnell-alison@agctr.lsu.edu 
 


