
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sweet Potato Crop Update 
Myrl Sistrunk, Extension 
Associate 
 
The 2014 harvest season 
ended around the first of 
November for most Louisiana 
producers.  
 
Weather, for the most part, 
was cooperative during the 
harvest, although there were 
some isolated occurrences of 
heavy rain in some areas that 
slowed harvest for a few days. 
 
Yield reports have been good. 
Bayou Belle and Orleans 
seemed to lead Beauregard in 
yields this year. Growers were 
very encouraged by that. 
Indications are there will be 
more shifts to these new 
varieties next year. 
 
Louisiana acreage saw an 
increase to about 8,000 acres 
this year. This was up 
approximately 700 acres from 
2013. Indications point to a 
slight increase next year. 
There also seems to be a shift 
for some growers to consider 
more acreage for processing 
rather than the fresh market, 
as long as it is economically 
feasible.  
 
Insect pressure, for the most 
part, was low. But weeds were 
an issue in some locations. 
 
LSU AgCenter agricultural 
economist Dr. Kurt Guidry is 
working to revise the sweet 
potato budget – with input from 
Dr. Tara Smith, producers and 

me. We hope to have that 
information available soon.  
 
Louisiana Sweet Potato 
Meeting Jan. 13 
The Louisiana Sweet Potato 
Meeting will be Tuesday, Jan. 
13, 2015, at the LSU 
AgCenter’s Avoyelles Parish 
Extension Office in Mansura, 
La. The meeting will begin at 
7:30 a.m. with registration and 
will conclude with lunch. 
Presentations will be made by 
personnel from the LSU 
AgCenter and Louisiana 
Department of Agriculture and 
Forestry.  
 
The board meetings of the 
Louisiana Sweet Potato 
Association and the Louisiana 
Sweet Potato Commission will 
be held on the afternoon of 
Monday, Jan. 12, 2015, at the 
Extension Office in Mansura. 
The Commission meeting will 
begin at 1 p.m. and will be 
followed by the Sweet Potato 
Association Meeting. For more 
information, contact Myrl 
Sistrunk at 318-267-6712, 
Justin Dufour at 318-964-2249 
or Vince Deshotel at 337-948-
0561. 
 
U.S. Sweet Potato 
Convention 
The 53rd U.S. Sweet Potato 
Convention will be Jan. 25-27, 
2015, at the Gaylord Opryland 
Resort and Convention Center 
in Nashville, Tenn. Mississippi 
actually is the host state, and 
this is the first time for this 
meeting to be in Nashville. 
Contact Benny Graves at  
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662-769-7300 for more 
information and registration 
information for the meeting. 
 
Foundation Seed Update 
Tara Smith, Research 
Coordinator, LSU AgCenter 
Sweet Potato Research 
Station  
 
The LSU AgCenter Sweet 
Potato Research Station 
produced approximately 45 
acres of foundation seed 
during the 2014 production 
season. Seed yields were 
good this year, and all seed 
was harvested under good 
conditions.  
 
Several varieties will be 
available for purchase this 
year, including Bayou Bell (LA 
07-146), Orleans, Beauregard 
and Evangeline. As a 
reminder, a license is required 
to grow newer varieties 
including Bonita and Murasaki-
29 as well as Bayou Bell and 
Orleans. (Please contact the 
station for specifics.)  
 
Letters regarding foundation 
seed will be mailed to 
producers and county agents 
in early December. Seed 
allocation will proceed similar 
to past year. Once all of the 
orders have been received 
(Deadline: Jan. 30, 2015), 
available seed will be 
allocated, and producers will 
be notified about their orders. 
Orders received after Jan. 30, 
2015, will be handled on a 
first-come, first-served basis. If 
you have any questions 
concerning the foundation 
seed program, call Tara Smith 
at the Sweet Potato Research 
Station at 318-435-2155. 

Clean Seed: Viruses Are 
Important, But So Are Other 
Diseases and Pests 
Chris Clark, Professor, LSU 
AgCenter Department of Plant 
Pathology and Crop 
Physiology 

 
For the past several years, we 
have discussed the foundation 
seed program mostly in 
relation to managing viruses. 
We continually are striving to 
improve the foundation seed 
operation to provide growers 
with an abundant supply of 
high quality seed. Each year 
we’ve made changes to try to 
reduce the incidence of 
reinfection with viruses in the 
field and have been monitoring 
the results by indexing a 
sample of foundation seed 
roots from each field. Overall, 
the incidence of reinfection 
was much lower in the 2013 
seed crop than in 2009’s crop. 
 
As the 2014 harvest 
progressed, there were reports 
from North Carolina of an 
unusually high incidence of 
black rot (see 
http://plantpathology.ces.ncsu.
edu/2014/10/how-to-control-
black-rot-of-sweetpotato/). 
These reports prompted us to 
remind everyone that a good 
seed program is about more 
than just managing viruses. 
Several fungal, nematode and 
bacterial pathogens also can 
be carried in seed roots. For 
the most part, Louisiana 
growers have had good seed 
programs, and some of the 
diseases associated with seed 
root transmission are hard to 
find, such as black rot and foot 
rot. It is worth the effort to 
maintain this status because if 
these diseases are 
reintroduced on a farm, it can 
take a long time to overcome 
the problems. 
 

Black rot is a fungal disease 
caused by Ceratocystis 
fimbriata. It causes circular 
spots on storage roots that 
continue to enlarge slowly in 
storage. These lesions usually 
are restricted to the cortex and 
do not penetrate through the 
vascular ring, which means 
they normally are not more 
than 1/8 inch deep. The 
affected tissue is black and 
often has a fruity smell.  
 
When roots with black rot are 
bedded, similar lesions 
develop on the stems of the 
sprouts below the soil line, so 
if slips are pulled, the disease 
comes along with them. The 
fungal pathogen produces lots 
of spores on lesions, and 
these spores then contaminate 
everything they come in 
contact with, including 
planters, diggers, pallet boxes 
and packing lines. If a dump 
tank is used on the packing 
line, the spores easily are 
spread onto everything that 
comes in contact with the 
water. It can be very difficult to 
kill the fungus on these items, 
so an ounce of prevention is 
truly worth a pound of cure. 
 
Another disease that like black 
rot has not been a problem for 
many years is foot rot, caused 
by the fungus Plenodomus 
destruens. It also is 
transmitted on ‘seed’ roots but 
causes different symptoms – 
the most noticeable of which is 
girdling of plant stems at the 
soil surface in the field, 
causing plants to wilt and 
sometimes die. Storage roots 
develop a slow semidry rot at 
the plant (proximal) end in 
storage. Just beneath the 
sweet potato skin in these 
lesions, a solid layer of small 
black fruiting bodies of the 
fungus develop. 



Although this problem once 
was fairly common, root-knot 
nematodes have become less 
common since reniform 
nematodes expanded their 
range in Louisiana. But root-
knot nematodes still are 
common in other states. In 
sandy soils, root-knot 
nematodes can cause both 
yield loss and damage to 
storage roots in the form of 
cracks or bumps that may 
make them unmarketable. 
Female nematodes develop 
inside storage roots and 
produce masses of eggs that 
can be released into the soil 
and infect roots growing from 
sprouts. That also means they 
can be carried on pulled slips 
to or from the field. 
 
Black rot, foot rot and in many 
cases root-knot nematodes 
are three disease problems 
most Louisiana growers have 
not had to contend with for 
years. As growers think about 
buying seed roots and/or 
transplants, a good precaution 
would be to make sure they 
are not buying these diseases 
along with the planting 
material. The advice that has 
proven successful in managing 
these diseases for decades 
remains the best approach: 
1. Follow a crop rotation 

program, since the black 
rot and foot rot pathogens 
do not survive in soil for 
more than one to two 
years and do not infect 
other crops, although they 
may infect morning glories 
in rotational crops. 

2. Cure roots immediately 
after harvest so wounds 
heal before pathogens 
such as the black rot and 
foot rot pathogens can 
enter the roots. 

3. Do not use storage roots 
with symptoms of disease 
for bedding. 

4. Treat seed roots in beds 
with a fungicide. Dicloran 
(Botran) is effective in 
controlling sclerotial blight 
and Rhizopus soft rot but 
not as effective in 
controlling black rot and 
foot rot. If black rot or foot 
rot become a problem, it 
may be necessary to use 
thiabendazole (Mertect), 
although, on occasion, we 
have seen some reduction 
in vigor of sprouts when 
this fungicide was used. 

5. Cut transplants at least 1 
inch above the soil surface 
to avoid carrying the 
diseases on underground 
parts. 

 
There is some good news 
regarding sweet potato seed 
and plant production. The 
Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service of USDA 
began a National Clean Plant 
Network in 2008. During the 
first five-year cycle, it created 
networks for crops that 
included fruit trees, grapes, 
citrus, berries and hops, with 
the mission of “providing high 
quality asexually propagated 
plant material free of targeted 
plant pathogens and pests that 
cause economic loss to protect 
the environment and ensure 
the global competitiveness of 
specialty crop producers.” 
Each of these commodities 
has formed a governing board 
and has been eligible to apply 
for funding to support their 
clean plant programs. You can 
learn more about National 
Clean Plant Network at 
http://nationalcleanplantnetwor
k.org/.  
 
An organizational meeting was 
held in Raleigh, N.C., Nov. 12-
13, 2014, and was attended by 
representatives from major 
sweet potato growing states, 
including Drs. Chris Clark, Don 

LaBonte and Tara Smith from 
Louisiana. A consensus was 
reached by this group to form 
a National Clean Plant 
Network – Sweet Potato, and 
proposals already are being 
prepared to request funds to 
support sweet potato clean 
plant activities at centers in 
five states. The next step will 
be to form a governing board, 
which, according to NCPN 
protocols, should include at 
least 50 percent 
representation from industry. 
 
A national sweet potato clean 
plant network presents an 
excellent opportunity to help 
improve the quality and 
availability of clean planting 
materials for sweet potato 
growers and to coordinate 
among the programs in 
different states.  
 
Louisiana Sweet Potato 
Commission Activities 
Rene Simon, Agricultural 
Economic Development, LDAF 

The Louisiana Sweet Potato 
Commission had an active 
2014 in the promotion and 
advancement of the famed 
Louisiana Yam. The year 
began with the Louisiana 
Association in conjunction with 
the Commission hosting the 
U.S. Sweet Potato Council’s 
annual meeting in New 
Orleans.  
 
That meeting was one of the 
best attended ever. The 
business sessions were very 
informative, and everyone 
heeded association President 
Ken Thornhill’s message of 
“Laissez les Bon Temps 
Rouler.”

http://nationalcleanplantnetwork.org/
http://nationalcleanplantnetwork.org/


The rest of the year has found 
us attending five trade shows, 
with the two biggest being the 
Produce Marketing 
Association’s Fresh Summit 
and the Louisiana Restaurant 
Association’s annual meeting.  
 
Our greatest marketing efforts, 
however, are working with our 
advertising agency, Diane 
Allen and Associates. We 
continue the mission to 
promote the world’s best 
tasting sweet potatoes. Some 
of the more significant events 
are underwriting the children’s 
TV show Peg+Cat, a statewide 
billboard campaign and the 
continued sponsorship of 
Sweet Rewards Recipe 
Contest that is done in 
conjunction with the magazine 
Louisiana Cookin. These 
efforts are targeted to the 
consumers who are making 
the purchasing decisions for 
their families.  
 
We are always looking for new 
and better ways to spread the 
message of the Louisiana 
Yam. Besides the fact it is the 
best tasting, we continue 
spreading the word of it being 
one of the most nutritious 
vegetables.  
 
Because of your constant hard 
work and diligence in delivery 
of the highest quality products, 
you have set the standard by 
which all sweet potatoes are 
judged. YAM RIGHT! 
LOUISIANA HAS THE BEST! 
 
 
Nutritional Value 
 
One medium-sized yam 
provides: 
• Three or four times the 

recommended daily 
allowance for carotene 
or vitamin A value. 

• About one-third of the 
daily vitamin C 
allowance, if cooked in 
skins. 

• Iron, thiamine and 
calcium. 

• 140 calories per 6 ounce 
yam. 

• Low sodium content 
(only 12 milligrams per 
baked potato). 

• Sweet potatoes are 
ranked the No. 1 
vegetable for nutrition by 
the Center for Science in 
the Public Interest. 

 
 
Featured Recipe 
 
 
Baked Yams ‘Cajun Style’ 
 
Preheat oven to 400 
degrees. 
 
Scrub, trim and dry sweet 
potatoes/yams well. Rub 
with butter or oil. Arrange on 
baking sheet.  
 
Reduce oven temperature 
to 375 degrees, and bake 
medium sized potatoes 
about one hour or until soft. 
 
Sweet potatoes that are 
greased before baking peel 
easily. Also note that you 
can bake a large pan full at 
a time. Then freeze and 
reheat when ready to use. 
 
 

LSU AgCenter Extension 
Service personnel are 
available to assist you with all 
of your crop needs. Please 
call on us if we can be of 
assistance.  
 
Sweet Potato Extension 
Associate  
Myrl Sistrunk 
318-428-3571 
318-267-6712 (Cell) 
msistrunk@agcenter.lsu.edu 
 
LSU AgCenter Sweet Potato 
Research Station 
Coordinator 
Tara Smith 
318-435-2155 
318-557-9501 
tsmith@agcenter.lsu.edu 
 
Sweet Potato County 
Agents 
 
Morehouse Parish  
And West Carroll Parish 
Bruce Garner 
318-428-3571 
318-331-9481 (Cell) 
bgarner@agcenter.lsu.edu 
 
St. Landry, Evangeline, 
And Acadia Parishes 
Vince Deshotel 
337-948-0561 
vdeshotel@agctr.lsu.edu 
 
Avoyelles Parish 
Justin Dufour 
318-964-2249 
jdufour@agcenter.lsu.edu 
 
Franklin Parish 
Carol Pinnell-Alison 
318-435-7551 
cpinnell-alison@agctr.lsu.edu 


