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Sweet Potato Crop Update 
Tara Smith, Assistant 
Professor and Sweet Potato 
Specialist, LSU AgCenter 
 
The 2010 production season is 
right around the corner and 
Louisiana producers are 
anxiously waiting for this 
year’s field season.  Producers 
have been busy in recent 
months, packing the 2009 crop 
and making plans for the 2010 
crop year.   
 
Similar to 2008, Louisiana 
producers experienced a 
disastrous harvest season in 
2009.  Producers across the 
state received excessive 
rainfall in September and 
October, which delayed 
harvest and compromised the 
quality of the crop.  Many 
fields went unharvested or 
were only partially harvested, 
and we have also experienced 
reduced quality and pack outs 
across the state on the fresh 
market crop.  The entirety of 
the Louisiana crop was 
affected to some extent; 
however producers in West 
Carroll and Morehouse 
parishes incurred the greatest 
losses.   
 
Prior to the excessive fall 
rains, producers were on track 
to realize a “good” year in 
2009, as yield and quality 
estimates were above average 
in August. 
 

Louisiana sweet potato 
producers are resilient and at 
present, it appears that most 
of our producers will return for 
the 2010 production season, 
though financing issues are 
widespread and may prevent 
some producers from farming 
in 2010.   
 
According to USDA: NASS 
statistics, approximately 
14,000 acres of sweet 
potatoes were planted in the 
state in 2009 and that number 
is expected to be similar in 
2010.  There is renewed 
interest in growing sweet 
potatoes, especially in light of 
the new ConAgra Lamb 
Weston processing facility 
being constructed in north La.  
We do expect to see a positive 
response in acreage during 
the next few years in light of 
new economic opportunities.  
This optimistic prediction, of 
course, is contingent on the 
weather cooperating and 
producers being able to realize 
the full potential of the planted 
crop in 2010 and beyond. 
 
Bedding operations will begin 
in south LA in early March and 
north LA producers should 
complete bedding by early 
April.  Currently, production 
fields across the state are 
extremely saturated and 
conditions will need to improve 
during the next couple of 
weeks if the planting season is 
to remain on schedule.  
Planting of the crop should 
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begin in early May.  
Beauregard remains the 
predominate variety planted in 
Louisiana but producers are 
expected to increase the 
acreage planted to the 
Evangeline variety this year. 
 
Evangeline is a recently 
released (2007, LSU 
AgCenter) variety that made 
its commercial debut in 2008.  
This variety performed well 
across the state in 2008 and 
2009, especially in light of the 
circumstances mentioned 
previously.   
 
As you prepare to start your 
bedding operations, please 
remember that plant bed 
management is critical, and 
proper fertilization and 
insect/disease/weed 
management are important 
initially.  Transplant vigor, 
health and establishment at 
time of planting, set the 
stage for ultimate yields 
realized at harvest.   
 
Initially plant beds should be 
fertilized with a complete 
fertilizer, such as 13:13:13 or 
8:24:24 at a rate of ca. 1 
lb/100 sq. ft. of plant bed or 
300-400 lb/A.  Additional 
ammonium nitrate may be 
applied after the first cutting if 
needed.  Zinc (9 % chelated) 
can also be applied at 1 
qt/acre, one-two weeks before 
cutting plants. Research 
suggests that spacing roots 
further apart in plant beds may 
increase transplant girth and 
the number of nodes present 
on the transplants.  The seed 
roots can touch but should not 
be piled on top of one another. 
 
Pay particular attention to 
aphids, whiteflies and early 
season cucumber beetles in 
plant beds. If cucumber 

beetles are present in plant 
beds before cutting, apply a 
labeled foliar insecticide along 
with the foliar zinc application.  
Producers in south Louisiana 
should manage sweet potato 
weevils in plant beds 
according to the mandatory 
spray program.  Also keep in 
mind that plants should be cut 
and not pulled from plant beds.  
Seed potatoes should also be 
treated with Botran® fungicide 
according to label directions.  
 
A few specific things to 
consider in Evangeline seed 
beds: 

1. Do not bed too deep, 
2-3 inches of soil is 
sufficient. 

2. Pre-sprout this 
variety at 80ºF and 
approximately 70% 
humidity under well 
ventilated conditions 
if possible, to 
promote earliness 
and uniformity in 
sprouting. 

3. Apply Botran 
fungicide to seed 
roots according to 
label directions. 

 
Please contact the LSU 
AgCenter with questions or for 
additional information on 
managing sweet potato plant 
beds.   
 
Foundation Seed Supply 
Short in 2010 
Tara Smith 
 
Similar to other producers, the 
amount of foundation seed 
harvested was reduced due to 
adverse weather conditions 
experienced during harvest.  
Foundation seed was 
allocated in early February and 
will be moved off-station 
during February and March.  
Producers should contact the 

station to make arrangements 
to collect their seed at their 
earliest convenience, 
preferably before March 15th.  
Keep in mind when making 
your plans that Evangeline 
seed should be pre-sprouted 
prior to bedding.   
 
The majority of the LSU 
AgCenter foundation seed 
crop in 2009 consisted of the 
Beauregard and Evangeline 
varieties.  The Sweet Potato 
Research Station also 
produces limited quantities of 
several heirloom varieties such 
as Jewel, Porto Rico and 
Heart of Gold. 
 
The LSU AgCenter breeding 
program intends to evaluate 
LA 05-111 on-farm for an 
additional production season 
in 2010.  Virus-tested planting 
material is now available for 
research and evaluation 
purposes and will be used to 
further evaluate this potential 
“new variety”.  Plans are 
underway to make this 
material available as soon as 
possible to the Louisiana 
industry once all evaluations 
are complete. 
 
Thank you for supporting the 
LSU AgCenter Foundation 
Seed Program in 2009.  We 
look forward to working with 
you next year.  
 
Weed Science Research 
Update: Weed Management 
and Crop Tolerance with V-
10142 in Sweet Potato  
Dr. Donnie Miller, LSU 
AgCenter Northeast Research 
Station 
  
A field study was conducted in 
2009 at the Sweet Potato 
Research Station to evaluate 
crop safety and weed control 
benefits with an experimental 
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compound, V-10142, in sweet 
potato.   
 
Treatments evaluated included 
PRE transplant application of 
V-10142 at 0.1 or 0.2 lb ai/A 
alone, V-10142 at 0.2 lb ai/A in 
combination with Command at 
1.3 pt/A or Valor SX at 3 oz/A, 
Command alone at 1.3 pt/A, 
Valor SX alone at 3 oz/A; 
Valor SX at 3 oz/A in 
combination with Command at 
1.3 pt/A applied PRE 
transplant followed by V-10142 
at 0.15 lb ai/A 16 days POST 
transplant alone or in 
combination with Dyne-a-Pak 
at 1% v/v, NIS at 0.25% v/v, or 
with no surfactant; and Valor 
SX at 3 oz/A plus Command at 
1.3 pt/A and V-10142 at 0.15 
lb ai/A applied PRE transplant 
followed by V-10142 at 0.15 lb 
ai/A in combination with Dyne-
a-Pak at 1% v/v.   
 
The variety Evangeline was 
transplanted on July 14 to a 
silt loam soil with pH 5.8.  
Visual crop injury was 
evaluated 14 days after PRE 
transplant applications.  In 
addition, crop injury and weed 
control 19 and 35 days after 
POST transplant application 
was evaluated. 
 
At 14 d after the PRE 
transplant application, V-
10142 at 0.2 lb ai/A in 
combination with Valor SX at 3 
oz/A resulted in 14% visual 
injury in the form of chlorosis 
and reduced plant growth.  V-
10142 applied alone at 0.2 lb 
ai/A resulted in 9% visual 
injury, which was greater than 
injury for the 0.1 lb ai/A rate 
(2%) and Valor SX alone at 3 
oz/A (2%), and equal to that 
observed with Valor SX at 3 
oz/A in combination with 

Command at 1.3 pt/A (5 to 
9%) and V-10142 at 0.2 lb ai/A 
applied in combination with 
Command at 1.3 pt/A (6%).   
 
At 19 d after the POST 
transplant application, no 
treatment resulted in greater 
than 68% barnyardgrass 
control.  V-10142 at 0.2 lb ai/A 
applied alone resulted in 84, 
95, 100, and 100% control of 
cutleaf groundcherry, yellow 
and purple nutsedge, smooth 
pigweed, and carpetweed, 
respectively, which was 
greater than or equal to all 
other treatments.  Browntop 
millet control with V-10142 
applied alone was no greater 
than 43%.  Sweet potato 
plants had almost completely 
recovered from PRE transplant 
application for all treatments 
(<5 %).   
 
Application of V-10142 16 d 
POST transplant at 0.15 lb 
ai/A with or without surfactant 
resulted in injury in the form of 
chlorosis/purpling and reduced 
growth ranging from 29 to 
48%.  At 35 d after POST 
transplant application, V-
10142 applied PRE transplant 
at 0.2 lb ai/A resulted in 73, 
95, 100, and 100% control of 
cutleaf groundcherry, yellow 
and purple nutsedge, smooth 
pigweed, and carpetweed, 
respectively, which was 
greater than or equal to all 
other treatments.   
 
Due to poor grass control 
earlier, a graminicide was 
applied prior to the 35 d POST 
transplant rating.  Injury 
following POST transplant 
application of V-10142 with no 
surfactant was only 3%; 
however, addition of surfactant 
resulted in injury from a range 

of 11 to 18%.  Roots were 
exposed to prolonged 
saturated soil conditions due 
to excessive rainfall received 
prior to harvest.  These 
conditions resulted in the 
integrity of roots being 
compromised and extreme 
variability in yield, therefore, 
yield data on this trial are not 
available. 
 
In summary, control of weeds 
evaluated in this study, with 
the exception of barnyardgrass 
and browntop millet, and crop 
tolerance was equal to or 
better than currently available 
herbicides in sweet potato with 
V-10142 at 0.2 lb ai/A PRE 
transplant. POST transplant 
application of V-10142 
resulted in significant injury to 
sweet potato plants.   
 
Market Outlook 
Tara Smith 
 
Movement of the 2009 crop 
has been slow over the past 
two months.  Overall supply is 
reduced due to the adverse 
weather conditions 
experienced during the 
harvest.  Matt Garber of 
Garber Farms in Iota, La. 
indicated that movement was 
adequate for the supply on 
hand.  Mr. Garber added that 
Louisiana’s supply should see 
us through the Easter packing 
season at which time we will 
evaluate what remains in 
storage.  
 
James Deshotel of James 
Deshotel Farms in Avoyelles 
Parish echoed the same 
sentiments.  “We are holding 
on to our regular customers 
and are not seeking out new 
business currently, in light of 
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the reduced supply of stored 
product in the state.”   
 
The current FOB price for a 
cured 40# box of U.S. #1’s in 
Louisiana is $17.50 - $18.00.  
The overall outlook is that 
demand is expected to 
increase as Easter 
approaches and based on 
previous years, is likely to 
slack off during the summer 
months.   
 
USDA: SCRI Sweet Potato 
Project Update 
Tara Smith 
 
As many of you know by now, 
research and extension faculty 
working in sweet potato, from 
the LSU AgCenter, MS State 
University, NC State University 
and UC Davis were recently 
awarded a $2.8 million grant 
from the USDA: Specialty 
Crop Research Initiative.  This 
project is funded from 
September 2009 – August 
2012.  The title of the funded 
proposal is: 
 
“Participatory modeling and 
decision support for 
improving sweet potato 
production efficiency, 
quality and food safety.”  
Research and outreach efforts 
related to this project are in full 
swing.  The objectives outlined 
in the project were generated 
by you, the industry, and your 
input and advice as we move 
forward will be critical for the 
project to be successful.   
 
A focus group session was 
held during the 2010 National 
Sweet Potato Convention.  We 
would like to thank everyone 
who participated in this very 
important session.   
 
Many producers completed a 
survey for this project during 

the National Convention.  
Other producers will have 
opportunities in the near future 
to complete the survey at 
production meetings.  We will 
also be mailing out the survey 
to producers in all cooperating 
states.  If you have not 
completed it, we ask that you 
take just a few moments to 
complete this very important 
evaluation tool and return it to 
Tara Smith or the SCRI project 
leader in your state (Scott 
Stoddard, CA, Bill Burdine, 
MS, and Jonathan Schultheis, 
NC) at your earliest 
convenience. 

 
Industry News 
 
Louisiana Sweet Potato 
Association 2010 
Distinguished Service 
Award Winners 
 
Two leaders in the Louisiana 
Sweet Potato Industry were 
presented Distinguished 
Service Awards from the 
Louisiana Sweet Potato 
Association at the 73rd annual 
meeting of the association 
held January 13, 2010 in Ville 
Platte, La.   
 
Mr. Brown McLemore and 
Mr. Larry Fontenot received 
the awards, which were 
presented by Mr. Ken 
Thornhill.   Mr. McLemore is a 
retired sweet potato producer 
from Franklin Parish, who 
actively served and 
represented the Louisiana 
sweet potato industry prior to 
his retirement.  Mr. Fontenot is 
an active producer in 
Evangeline Parish and the 
current chair of the Louisiana 
Sweet Potato Commission.  
Mr. Fontenot is very active in 
producer and industry 
organizations.  Both of these 
men have exemplified long 

and distinguished service to 
the Louisiana sweet potato 
industry and are well  
deserving of this honor.  
Congratulations to Mr. Brown 
McLemore and Mr. Larry 
Fontenot!!! 
 
Dr. Abner Hammond 
Presented Distinguished 
Service Award from National 
Sweet Potato Council 
 
Dr. Abner Hammond, retired 
LSU AgCenter professor of 
entomology, was recently 
awarded the 2010 
Distinguished Service Award 
from the National Sweet 
Potato Council. This award is 
given for long and 
distinguished service to the 
sweet potato industry. 
Hammond’s research and 
extension activities focused on 
management of sweet potato 
insect pests, especially the 
sweetpotato weevil. 
Congratulations Dr. Hammond! 
 
Food Safety Crisis 
Communication Workshop:  
March 17, 2010 
 
Are you prepared for a crisis?  
As part of the food safety 
outreach initiative of the sweet 
potato USDA: SCRI project we 
will be having a multi-state 
crisis communication 
workshop.  The workshop will 
be viewed via video 
conference at the LSU 
AgCenter Scott Center from 11 
a.m. – 4 p.m. on Wednesday 
March 17th.  The North 
Carolina MarketReady and the 
North Carolina Fresh Produce 
Safety Task Force with 
cooperation from LSU 
AgCenter personnel will be 
presenting the Crisis 
Preparedness Training.  More 
information will be mailed in 
the future concerning this 
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meeting, but please mark your 
calendars and plan to attend. 
 
LSU AgCenter Sweet Potato 
Research Station to Host 
Field Day 
 
A field day will be held at the 
LSU AgCenter Sweet Potato 
Research Station in August 
2010.  An exact date has not 
been determined.  More 
information concerning the 
field day will be forthcoming.   
 
LSU AgCenter Publication 
on Nitrogen Management in 
Sweet Potatoes 
Now available online  
 
A recently completed LSU 
AgCenter publication titled 
Nitrogen Management in 
Louisiana Sweet Potatoes is 
now available on the LSU 
AgCenter Web site 
(www.lsuagcenter.com).  This 
publication is also available in 
hard copy by contacting the 
Sweet Potato Research 
Station at 318-435-2155.   
 
How much nitrogen does my 
Sweet Potato Crop Need? 
When Should Nitrogen Be 
Applied? How Should a Sweet 
Potato Crop Look 30 Days 
After Transplanting? Find 
these answers and more in 
this publication. 
 
 

Featured Recipe 
 
Southwestern Yam Bisque 

2005 Soup Winner, Sweet 
Rewards Recipe Contest 

Ingredients: 

1 ½ pounds yams (sweet 
potatoes), large dice 
½ pound yams, small dice 
¾ cup sweet kernel corn 
¾ cup black beans 
2 cups blanched broccoli 
heads, small dice 
1 pint whipping cream 
1 cup spinach, chiffonade-
cut, blanched 
½ to 1 1/2 cups, chicken or 
vegetable stock (optional) 
Mixture of cheddar and 
Monterrey Jack cheese 

Instructions: 

Bring a pot of water to a 
rapid boil. Add large diced 
yams. In a separate pot, 
bring water to a boil and cook 
small diced yams just until 
tender then drain and set 
aside for later use. In a 
saucepan, combine corn and 
black beans. Cook until 
tender. When large diced 
yams are soft, remove from 
heat and drain. Slowly add 1 
pint whipping cream as you 
mash the yams. Return 
mashed yams to the 
stovetop. Add in corn and 
bean mixture, broccoli and 
spinach. Let simmer for 30 
minutes. Chicken or 
vegetable stock can be added 
for desired consistency. Top 
with small-diced yams and 
cheese before serving. 
 
Makes 5 servings (1 cup 
each) 

Credits:  Stephanie 
Edwards, La. Sweet Potato 
Commission 

www.sweetpotato.org  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LSU AgCenter Extension 
personnel are available to assist 
you with all of your crop needs.  
Please call on us if we can be of 
assistance.   
 
Sweet Potato Specialist  
Tara Smith  
318-435-2155 
tsmith@agctr.lsu.edu 
318-557-9501 (cell) 
 
Sweet Potato County Agents 
Morehouse Parish &  
West Carroll Parish  
Myrl Sistrunk 
318-428-3571 
msistrunk@agctr.lsu.edu 
 
Evangeline/ Acadia Parish 
Vince Deshotel 
337-948-0561 
groberts@agctr.lsu.edu 
 
Avoyelles / St. Landry Parish 
Rob Ferguson  
318-964-2249 
referguson@agctr.lsu.edu 
 
Franklin Parish  
Carol Pinnell-Alison 
318-435-7551 
CPinnell-alison@agctr.lsu.edu 


