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Sweet Potato Crop Update 
Tara Smith, Associate 
Professor and Sweet Potato 
Specialist, LSU 
AgCenter

 
Louisiana sweet potato 
producers are harvesting an 
average crop this year. As of 
Nov. 26, approximately 95 
percent of the crop had been 
harvested statewide. 
 
Sweet potato planting in 
Louisiana began in late April 
and extended into July in a few 
cases. Planting conditions 
were favorable for the majority 
of plantings, but some 
producers dealt with heat and 
drought conditions on a portion 
of the planted crop. Generally 
speaking, however, planting 
conditions were greatly 
improved compared to the 
2011 season.  
 
Later plantings required 
supplemental irrigation in 
some cases to achieve 
adequate soil moisture to plant 
the crop. Approximately 75 
percent of Louisiana’s sweet 
potato acreage can be 
irrigated. Most producers 
across the state received 
occasional rainfall throughout 
the production season, which 
benefited crop development.  
 
Louisiana producers planted 
approximately 11,000 acres of 
sweet potatoes in 2012, a 15 
percent decrease compared to 
2011, according to statistics 

from the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s National 
Agricultural Statistics Service.  
 
Harvest of the crop began in 
late August, with most 
producers initiating harvest 
operations thereafter – around 
Sept. 10. Rainfall received in 
conjunction with Hurricane 
Isaac ranged from 1 inch to 5 
inches across the state. 
Losses attributed to the storm 
were minimal, although there 
were some losses that 
occurred in low-lying areas. 
Weather conditions during the 
harvest season have been 
favorable, for the most part. 
The majority of yields reported 
have been average to slightly 
above average.  
 
In-season insect pressure was 
light overall during 2012. For 
the second consecutive year, 
there have been few reports of 
significant sugarcane beetle 
damage. Many producers 
adjusted their insect control 
programs following the 2010 
season, when several 
producers realized excessive 
losses from this insect. The 
LSU AgCenter received a 
$75,000 Specialty Crop Grant 
from the Louisiana Department 
of Agriculture and Forestry in 
2012. The proposed research 
will focus on elucidating the 
biology and ecology of the 
sugarcane beetle and further 
refining management 
strategies for this pest. 
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Foundation Seed Update 
Tara Smith, Associate 
Professor and Sweet Potato 
Specialist, LSU AgCenter 
 
The LSU AgCenter’s Sweet 
Potato Research Station 
produced approximately 50 
acres of foundation seed 
during 2012.  
 
Several varieties will be 
available for purchase this 
year, including Beauregard 
and Evangeline. In addition, 
two new varieties released this 
year, LA 07-146 and Orleans, 
will be available. A license will 
be required to grow both of 
those varieties, however. 
(Please contact the station for 
specifics.) Specific information 
regarding the varieties can be 
found in the variety update 
section of this newsletter.  
 
Letters regarding foundation 
seed will be mailed to 
producers and county agents 
in early December. Seed 
allocation will proceed similar 
to last year. Once all of the 
orders have been received 
(Deadline: Jan. 30, 2013), 
available seed will be 
allocated, and producers will 
be notified about their orders. 
Orders received after Jan. 30, 
2013, will be handled on a 
first-come, first-served basis.  
 
If you have any questions 
concerning the foundation 
seed program, please call 
Tara Smith at the Sweet 
Potato Research Station (318-
435-2155).  
 

Variety Update 
Dr. Don Labonte, Professor, 
School of Plant, Environmental 
and Soil Sciences, LSU 
AgCenter 
 
The LSU AgCenter released 
two new sweet potato varieties 
in 2012.  
 
LA 07-146 is a sweet potato 
with deep orange flesh and red 
to slightly purple skin. The red 
color is attractive but untested 
in the fresh market. Sugar 
content is similar to the 
Evangeline variety, but this 
one has a more firm texture 
when baked.  
 

 
 
LA 07-146 Sweet Potato  
 
Production characteristics of 
LA 07-146 in plant beds are 
similar to Beauregard. Its most 
salient attribute is yield. It 
consistently yields 15-20 
percent higher in comparison 
to Beauregard (U.S. No. 1 and 
total yield) – an obvious 
strength.  
 
Shape of LA 07-146 is not as 
consistent as Orleans; 
however. Some striations 
(grooves) and flat sides are 
found due to heavy storage 
root set. But shape is slightly 
improved over Beauregard, 
although root to root variability 
does exist.  
 
The days to harvest are similar 
to Beauregard. Disease 
characteristics are similar to 
Beauregard, except for higher 
levels of resistance to root 
knot nematodes.  

LA 07-146 also is new in many 
ways. It is licensed to ConAgra 
Foods because of its superior 
processing characteristics. In 
Louisiana, it also can be grown 
as a fresh market variety. Out-
of-state production is restricted 
and requires a license from 
ConAgra Foods. A new name, 
to replace the designation of 
LA 07-146, will be given once 
it is sold in the fresh market. 
 

 
Orleans Sweet Potato 
Orleans is a sweet potato with 
orange flesh and a light rose 
skin. It is a twin to Beauregard 
in many ways.  
 
Skin and flesh color are similar 
to Beauregard, and the sugar 
profiles are identical to 
Beauregard, so flavor is 
unchanged. Production 
characteristics in plant beds 
and the field (days to harvest) 
are similar to Beauregard. 
Same for disease resistance – 
just like Beauregard. Even the 
plant canopy is similar in 
appearance.  
 
So what makes Orleans 
different? Well, yield is not 
really any different from 
Beauregard. In fact, you might 
see fewer jumbos, but the 
grade out is improved due to 
quality. It is more uniform in 
shape, so what we see is an 
improvement in “rank.” 
Orleans more often than not 
will edge out Beauregard in 
yield of U.S. No. 1s. This is 
important because the fresh 
market industry is demanding 
greater root to root 
consistency in shape.  
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Orleans has a remarkable 
similarity to Beauregard in the 
way it is grown – a plus to 
growers. The improved shape 
should give producers an 
advantage in the markets and 
ultimately contribute to 
improved profits.  
 
Orleans also is a patented and 
protected variety that is being 
licensed through the LSU 
AgCenter. There are no 
restrictions on marketing the 
variety into fresh market or 
processing venues. Please 
contact the LSU AgCenter for 
more information 
 
Market Outlook 
Tara Smith, Associate 
Professor and Sweet Potato 
Specialist, LSU AgCenter 
 
Louisiana producers harvested 
a good sweet potato crop in 
2012. The crop was grown and 
harvested under favorable 
conditions this year and that 
should translate into good 
storability and excellent shelf 
life.  
 
Movement of the crop 
increased during the past 
several weeks to satisfy the 
Thanksgiving demand. Wayne 
Garber, with Garber Farms in 
Iota, La., said there is “ample 
supply in all directions, to 
satisfy year-round shipment of 
the crop.”  
 
There currently is significant 
pressure on price due to the 
adequate supply in all sweet 
potato producing states. Sweet 
potatoes are marketed year-
round, and shippers realize the 
importance of satisfying the 
retail and consumer markets to 
meet the 12-month demand for 
premium products.  

New Varieties Highlight LSU 
AgCenter Sweet Potato Field 
Day  
Rick Bogren LSU AgCenter 
Communications 

News release from 8/17/2012 
 
CHASE, La. – Two new sweet 
potato varieties – Orleans and 
07-146 – were featured at the 
LSU AgCenter’s Sweet Potato 
Research Station field day 
Aug. 16. This is the first time 
two varieties have been 
released in the same year, 
said LSU AgCenter sweet 
potato breeder Don Labonte. 
 
“We think it has a lot of 
prospects for the industry,” 
Labonte said of Orleans, which 
was started in the breeding 
program in 2005. It compares 
well with Beauregard, which 
has been the industry standard 
since it was released by the 
LSU AgCenter. Orleans has 
good production capabilities, 
he said. In three of four plots, it 
out-yielded Beauregard in U.S. 
No. 1 grade sweet potatoes. 
 
The other new variety, 07-146, 
is different, with red skin and 
good sugar content, Labonte 
said. “It’s a very good french 
fry sweet potato.” It produces 
significant yields of U.S. No. 1 
potatoes with “double-digit 
gains over Beauregard” in the 
range of 15 percent to 20 
percent. “When we dig our 
plots, we see we have 
something special,” Labonte 
said. “It’s really a good sweet 
potato.” The variety 07-146 is 
licensed to ConAgra, and out-
of-state growers must have a 
license with the company to 
grow the variety. Louisiana 
growers who want to plant it 
for the fresh market must 

purchase a license through the 
LSU AgCenter. 
 
Labonte, who heads the LSU 
AgCenter’s sweet potato 
breeding program, reviewed 
the breeding and selection 
process during a number of 
stops on the field tour. “We 
have to select for superior 
flavor, and that’s what we do 
every day,” he said.  
 
Now in the 76th year of sweet 
potato breeding – the oldest 
program in the world – the 
research station has two new 
lines that are “coming along 
fast,” Labonte said. He said his 
work has increased focus on 
looking at how varieties 
perform in other parts of the 
country. “We know our home 
base in Louisiana, but if we 
can get out-of-state producers 
helping to contribute to our 
research programs, we can 
improve,” he said. 
 
In addition to variety 
development, research at the 
station covers all aspects of 
sweet potato production, 
handling and pest 
management. 
 
Arthur Villordon, a researcher 
at the station, is conducting 
research to find consistent and 
predictable results in crop yield 
and management. His current 
plot work compares nitrogen 
fertilization, irrigation, row 
heights and plant spacing. 
“We’re providing incremental 
steps that translate into 
expected yield per acre,” 
Villordon said. 
 
The Specialty Crop Research 
Initiative, a grant-funded 
program of the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s 
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National Institute of Food and 
Agriculture, includes producers 
in evaluating new production 
practices. “We’ve changed the 
way we do things,” said Larry 
Fontenot of E&L Produce in 
Evangeline Parish. “This work 
has helped us tremendously, 
but we still have more to 
learn.” 
 
Ted McDermott, sweet potato 
manager for R.D. Offutt Co., 
said he is interested in 
irrigation and in monitoring the 
results of Villordon’s research. 
 
Because of restrictions, 
growers have gaps in 
herbicides available for use 
after sweet potato planting, 
said LSU AgCenter weed 
scientist Donnie Miller. 
Nutsedge, alligator weed and 
smell melon are problem 
weeds, Miller said. Producers 
have to “mix and match 
herbicides for best control,” he 
said 
 
Sweet potatoes are planted 
following herbicide treatments, 
and the process of planting 
disturbs the herbicides in the 
soil. “You always have to go to 
full label rates,” he said. 
 
Miller is looking for alternative 
herbicides to fill in the gaps. “A 
lot of times small plot research 
doesn’t translate to larger 
areas,” he said. 
 
Theresa Arnold, a graduate 
student and research 
associate at the station, is 
researching relationships 
among plant spacing, fertility 
regimes, planting dates and 
harvest dates. She’s “looking 
at every possible combination 
you can imagine” to learn how 
best to maximize production of 
new varieties such as Orleans 
and 07-146. 

Microscopic worms in the soil 
called nematodes also cause 
problems for sweet potatoes. 
Reniform nematodes have 
become more of a problem 
than root-knot nematodes, 
said Tara Smith, LSU 
AgCenter sweet potato 
specialist and resident 
coordinator at the Sweet 
Potato Research Station. 
Smith has been evaluating 
rates and application regimes 
of chemicals to combat 
nematodes. “It’s critical to 
sample in fall,” she said of the 
worms that affect yield and 
cause quality problems. 
 
The sugarcane beetle is no 
longer considered a “sporadic” 
insect, Smith added. “It is a 
huge problem for us.” 
 
Smith and Julien Beuzelin, an 
LSU AgCenter entomologist, 
are evaluating several 
insecticides that may be 
effective on sugarcane 
beetles. They have a three-
year, $74,500 Louisiana 
Department of Agriculture and 
Forestry Specialty Crop Grant 
for research on sugarcane 
beetles in sweet potatoes. 
 
Beuzelin has two plots in St. 
Landry Parish for evaluating 
soil insects. 
 
LSU AgCenter scientist David 
Picha, who specializes in post-
harvest care of horticultural 
crops, talked about post-
harvest care of sweet potatoes 
and how it affects flavor and 
quality. Picha is looking at how 
temperature, humidity and 
variety affect sweet potato 
marketability. “Profiles differ 
for different end products,” he 
said. New varieties store well 
under the right conditions, and 
the Orleans variety is slightly 
sweeter and keeps as well as 

Beauregard. The United 
States is a leading exporter of 
sweet potatoes to Europe, 
Picha said. 
 
LSU AgCenter plant 
pathologist Chris Clark is 
studying how to reduce virus 
infections in sweet potatoes in 
the field. 
 
The sweet potato verification 
program is collecting cost and 
price information, said  
LSU AgCenter economist Kurt 
Guidry. He said sweet 
potatoes have had a 
substantial increase in 
acreage since 2005, but 
weather prevented all the 
sweet potatoes planted from 
being harvested. 
 
The projected crop for 2012 is 
25 percent higher in the five-
year average for the second 
consecutive year. Guidry said 
he sees a “tremendous growth 
in demand and exports.” 
Demand may be slowing down 
a bit, however, and supply 
may outpace demand, he said. 
 
Acreage planted in North 
Carolina has increased but it is 
down in Louisiana, primarily 
because of weather, Guidry 
said. In addition, the cost of 
producing an acre of sweet 
potatoes is from $3,000 to 
$3,500 compared with 
significantly lower costs for 
producing corn and soybeans, 
which are bringing high prices. 
“Profit margins have shrunk for 
sweet potatoes,” Guidry said. 
 
More than 175 people 
attended the field day, with 
producers and industry 
representatives from several 
states, including Louisiana 
Arkansas, Alabama, 
Mississippi, North Carolina, 
Oklahoma, Texas and 
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Washington, and from 
Canada. 
 
Industry News 
 
Louisiana Sweet Potato 
Association Annual Meeting 
To Be Held Jan. 3-4, 2013 
 
The annual meeting of the 
Louisiana Sweet Potato 
Association will be held, 
Wednesday, Jan. 4, 2013, in 
Mansura, La.  
 
The meeting will take place at 
the LSU AgCenter’s Avoyelles 
Parish Extension Service 
Office on Louisiana Highway 1 
in Mansura. The educational 
program will begin at 8 a.m. 
and will be followed by a 
sponsored lunch.  
 
In addition, board meetings of 
the association and the 
Louisiana Sweet Potato 
Commission will be held 
Tuesday, Jan. 3, 2013, and 
will begin at 1 pm.  
 
Please plan to attend these 
meetings as your schedules 
permit. Research and industry 
updates will be provided, and 
this is a great opportunity to 
interact with others in the 
industry.  
 
Please contact Tara Smith or 
Silas Cecil with any questions 
or concerns regarding the 
2013 state meeting.  
 
North Carolina to Host 
National Sweet Potato 
Convention in Charlotte, NC. 
 
The North Carolina Sweet 
Potato Council will host the 
51st Annual U.S. Sweet Potato 
Convention Jan. 20-22, 2013.  
 

The meeting will be held in 
Charlotte, N.C., at the Westin 
Hotel. Make your hotel 
reservations now by calling 
888-625-5144. 
 
Please visit the U.S. Sweet 
Potato Council website at 
www.sweetpotatousa.org or 
the North Carolina sweet 
potato council website at 
www.ncsweetpotatoes.com to 
view or download the invitation 
letter and registration form. 
 
Dr. Julien Beuzelin Assumes 
Sweet Potato Entomology 
Responsibilities 

 
 
LSU AgCenter entomologist 
Dr. Julien Beuzelin began 
work with the organization in 
May 2012.  
 
In addition to row crops, 
Beuzelin also will have 20 
percent insect research 
responsibilities in sweet 
potatoes. Beuzelin, who is 
housed at the Dean Lee 
Research and Extension 
Center in Alexandria, La., 
received his Ph.D. from LSU 
while working in Dr. Gene 
Reagan’s sugarcane 
entomology program. 
 
Beuzelin said he is excited to 
work with sweet potatoes and 
looks forward to addressing 
some of the key concerns 
facing the industry. 
 
Silas Cecil Appointed 
County Agent in Avoyelles 
Parish 

 
Silas Cecil was appointed as 
an LSU AgCenter county 
agent in Avoyelles Parish, 
effective Aug. 1, 2012.  
 

Prior to assuming those 
responsibilities, Cecil was a  
4-H agent in Jefferson Davis 
Parish for five years.  
 
He said he looks forward to 
meeting and working with 
everyone in the Avoyelles 
area. Please feel free to 
contact him with any of your 
crop needs. He can be 
reached at 337-581-7024 or 
scecil@agcenter.lsu.edu. 
 
Myrl Sistrunk Retiring as 
County Agent of West 
Carroll Parish 

 
Myrl Sistrunk will be retiring 
from the LSU AgCenter on 
December 31, 2012.  Myrl is 
retiring from his position as 
County Agent in West Carroll 
Parish after 35 years of 
dedicated service to the 
AgCenter where he served as 
County Agent in West Carroll 
Parish and worked very 
closely with the Louisiana 
Sweet Potato Industry for 
many years. 
 
Please join us as we honor 
Myrl at a retirement reception 
Thursday, December 13, 2012 
from 3:30 to 5:00 p.m. at the 
Thomas Jason Lingo Center. 
The center is located at 195A 
Community Road, Oak Grove, 
LA  71263. 
 
If you would like to make a 
contribution toward a gift for 
Myrl, please make your check 
payable to Sistrunk Retirement 
Account and mail the check to: 
West Carroll Parish Extension 
Office, C/O Jennifer Moran, 
Oak Grove, LA  71263. 
 
Cards from friends and 
associates will also be 
presented.  Send your cards 
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by December 7, 2012 to Cindy 
McCurdy, 195A Community 
Road, Oak Grove, LA  71263.   
 
We hope that you will make 
plans to join us in honoring 
Myrl. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Featured Recipe 
 
Creamed Double Potatoes 
 
Next time you want your mashed 
potatoes with flair, try this combo. 
Sweet potatoes add nutrition, color 
and flavor. 
 
Ingredients: 
2 lbs. baking potatoes 
1 medium sweet potato (yam) 
Salt and pepper to taste 
1/2 cup light margarine 
1 cup skim milk 
Sliced green onions (optional) 
 
Instructions: 
In large pot, cover both types 
of potatoes with water and boil 
for 40 minutes or until tender. 
Peel potatoes and place in 
bowl with margarine and milk. 
Beat until smooth. Season with 
salt and pepper, and sprinkle 
with green onions, if desired.  
 
Makes 8 servings. 
 
Nutrition: 
Per serving: Calories 181.4 (63 
percent from fat); Fat 6.188g; Protein 
3.556g; Carbohydrates 29.54g; 
Cholesterol 0.551mg; Sodium 
78.21mg 
 
Credit: 
Created by Louisiana Sweet Potato 
Commission spokesperson Holly 
Clegg

LSU AgCenter Extension 
personnel are available to 
assist you with all of your crop 
needs. Please call on us if we 
can be of assistance.  
 
Sweet Potato Specialist 
Tara Smith  
318-435-2155 
tsmith@agctr.lsu.edu 
318-557-9501 (cell) 
 
 
Sweet Potato County 
Agents 
 
Morehouse Parish  
And West Carroll Parish 
Myrl Sistrunk 
318-428-3571 
msistrunk@agctr.lsu.edu 
 
Evangeline Parish 
And Acadia Parish 
Vince Deshotel 
337-948-0561 
vdeshotel@agctr.lsu.edu 
 
Avoyelles Parish 
And St. Landry Parish 
Silas Cecil 
318-581-7024 
scecil@agcenter.lsu.edu 
 
Franklin Parish 
Carol Pinnell-Alison 
318-435-7551 
cpinnell-alison@agctr.lsu.edu 


