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Update on Sweet Potato Breeding Program 
Dr. Don LaBonte, Professor and Director LSU AgCenter School of Plant, Environmental and Soil Sciences
It was hot and way too early, but our harvest season kicked off in mid-August at Black Gold Farms. We were asking a lot at 85 days, but it was a good opportunity to identify early yield lines. Bayou Belle delivered as expected, but nothing else struck me as having early yield potential. An early harvest season has benefits for fresh market and processing so we will continue to strategically trial lines we sense are quick to bulk. I was anxious to get to other plots in the Gulf south, but the drought and heat pushed the season late. Overall good shape – a bit surprising with the harsh weather; yield was expectedly subdued. I was particularly excited about LA16-173 and how it would do after a banner 2018 season. A nice Orleans/Beauregard look. Excellent yield and high root count. It was consistently a high performer in our 2019 trial plots. Yield was a bit less compared to 2018, but solid shape and yield – in other words, we are still excited. This variety presents a mixed message on plant beds though. Some did very well, and others were poor. We harvested a lot of roots out of saturated fields and even snow in 2018, so we were definitely asking a lot from these seed roots. We have healthy bedding material to trial in 2020 so we will know more soon. It appears that this is one to space out in anticipation of a heavy set, and it tastes good too!!  

LA13-81 is a bright red line with a deep skin layer that stays red when lightly scratched. It performed well in a number of plots, but still I am not seeing a consistent heavy yield in our soils. I do see better performance in sandier soils. Looks to be a specialty type rather than a mainstream variety. The showy red color will be helpful in marketing.  Moving on to those that looked good - LA 14-31 is a red skin, slightly round line that retains shape in good and poor environments. A very average tasting sweet potato – had to say it. I just did not see an above average yield this year – disappointed for sure. It is one of the few lines with guava root knot nematode and southern root knot nematode resistance. LA17-171 is red skin, slightly long, but very consistent in shape and one of the best yielding lines in lots of different soil types. I know… it does not look like Beauregard and Orleans, but still I can’t overlook for the yield and consistency. Taste is pretty good too! 




Sweet Potato Commission Update, Mr. Rene’ Simon, Executive Director, Louisiana Sweet Potato Commission 
With the holiday season upon us, it is a good opportunity to reflect on 2019, and also to look forward to where we are headed in 2020. This year was an eventful one for the Louisiana Sweet Potato Commission.  Most recently we promoted the goodness of the versatile sweet potato at various trade shows including the Produce Marketing Association’s Fresh Summit, and the Louisiana Restaurant Association’s Expo.  The Commission also played a significant role in hosting the U.S. Sweet Potato Council’s 57th Annual Meeting.   
In addition to these activities, Commission members selected a new advertising agency for the first time in 29 years. The Graham Group of Lafayette was selected to lead the ad campaign for the next 3 years.   We look forward to working the Graham Group and the fresh ideas and energy they bring to the table. We also commend Diane Allen and Associates whose dedicated service to the Commission over the years helped elevate visibility and recognition of the Louisiana sweet potato. 
The Commission also lost its long-time spokesperson, Holly Clegg, in November after a heroic battle with stomach cancer. Clegg was not only a spokesperson for the Commission but also a national best-selling cookbook author and food blogger who was a tireless ambassador of Louisiana cuisine.  She will be deeply missed.
Looking forward to 2020, the Commission intends to double its efforts to promote the #1 most nutritious vegetable in an effort to continue growing consumer demand of our Louisiana sweet potatoes through well-rounded marketing strategy. 






2019 LOUISIANA SWEET POTATO SEASON –REFLECTIONS
Mr. MYRL SISTRUNK, EXTENSION ASSOCIATE, LSU AgCENTER

Every growing season, sweet potato producers in Louisiana deal with different challenges and problems.  
2019 was no different.  Louisiana experienced above average rainfall with some flooding in different 
locations.   These conditions caused delays in establishing plant beds, field preparation work and 
planting of the crop.  Cool nights contributed to the issue.  These cooler than normal nights delayed
 plant bed production and stand establishment.  A variety response in plant beds and production fields 
was noted. These conditions caused the planting season to extend longer than growers desired. As the 
growing season progressed there were production areas that received timely rain events while others 
had to irrigate if irrigation was available.

The harvest season also saw extremes.  Early harvest experienced dry conditions in most locations and 
producers with irrigation capabilities irrigated to improved soil conditions.  Wet conditions presented during the latter part of the harvest season which created harvest delays and resulted in crop loss and quality issues. 

The 2019 sweet potato acreage was at 7,614 acres.  This is almost unchanged from the 2018 season which was 7,692 acres. The processing market in Louisiana is a significant market and utilizes about 65% of Louisiana’s sweet potato crop.  

During harvest the LSU AgCenter initiated an effort to sample all sweet potato production fields for the Guava Root Knot nematode.  This afforded me an opportunity to see what other issues/problems/challenges the industry in Louisiana is facing.  Weeds this year were a major challenge.  Alligator weed, smell melon and pigweed seem to be major issues in fields and will need addressing. 

The wet conditions and harvest delays caused major concerns with loss of production and also having 
adequate labor to finish the harvest.  A few acres remained unharvested due to wet conditions.  All 
these issues/concerns will be discussed at our upcoming advisory and production meetings on January 8-9, 2020.  We hope to see you there.


LSU AgCenter Sweet Potato Research Station, Foundation Seed Program Update 
Dr. Tara Smith, Research Coordinator Sweet Potato Research Station 
I am happy to report that our 2019 foundation seed harvest was uneventful and successful!!  We have a good supply of all major commercial cultivars, including Beauregard, Orleans, Bayou Belle and Evangeline, available for allocation and sale in early 2020.  Ordering information was sent out earlier this month.  If you did not receive information on ordering please contact me directly at 318-557-9501 or contact the station at 318-435-2155.  We appreciate your past and continued support of the foundation seed program and we look forward to seeing you all at our winter production meetings in January.   

2020 LOUISIANA SWEET POTATO UPCOMING EVENTS: 

[bookmark: _Hlk27392358][bookmark: _Hlk27392503]Jan 8-9, 2020- Louisiana Sweet Potato Association Meeting, LSU AgCenter Dewitt Livestock Facility, LSU-A, Alexandria, LA.  
January 8, 2020  
LSU AgCenter Sweet Potato Advisory Meeting – 10 AM, Dewitt Livestock Facility, Alexandria, 
Louisiana Sweet Potato Commission Meeting – 1 PM,
Louisiana Sweet Potato Association Board of Directors – 4 PM.
January 9, 2020 - Louisiana Sweet Potato Association Meeting Educational Program – 7:30 AM – 1 PM
January 24-25, 2020 – National Sweet Potato Collaborators Meeting – Nashville, TN
January 26-28, 2020 – U.S. Sweet Potato Council Meeting – Nashville, TN 
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For more information, contact the LSU AgCenter Sweet Potato Research Station 
  P.O. Box 120  |  Chase, LA 71324  |  Phone: 318-435-2155  | Myrl Sistrunk 318-267-6712, Dr. Tara Smith 318-557-9501  
Office Hours: Monday – Friday 7:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

The LSU AgCenter and LSU provides equal opportunities in employment and programs.

For more information, visit the LSU AgCenter website.
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