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LOUISIANA RICE NOTES 

Wet and Cold This Week 

 
Rain, rain and more rain in the forecast this week.  The 

Weather Channel forecast in Crowley today (March 9th) calls 
for high rain chances over the next four days.  When you add 
this rain to the already wet soils and cool soils that we have, it 
makes predicting when we will be able to get into the field for 
drill-seeding rice uncertain.  Our recommended optimum 
planting window for south Louisiana begins tomorrow, March 
10th and ends April 15th.  This typically means that planting 
outside this range, either earlier or later, would result in 
reduced yields.  However, it is important to remember that the 
AgCenter’s optimum rice planting window is a determination 
from historical date of planting trials at the Rice Research 
Station in Crowley.   Even though this year is shaping up to be 
very comparable to last year at this time, we have to remember 
that environmental conditions are different every year and that 
the true “optimal” planting window will shift each year 
accordingly.  Some things, however, remain true year in and 
year out.  This includes that the average daily temperature 
which is important for seed germination.  The average daily 
temperature can easily be determined by adding the daily high 
and low temperatures and then dividing by 2.  Seed germination 
will not begin until the average daily temperature exceeds 50oF.  
Even then, germination rates are really not acceptable for 
planting until the average daily temperature consistently 
exceeds 60oF.  Seedling survival after emergence is typically 
not satisfactory until mean daily temperatures exceed 65oF.  
Looking at the forecast above, it looks like the average daily  

temperature Tuesday through Sunday will range between 62 
and 64oF. 

AV-1011 Bird Repellent Seed Treatment Update 
We received word from the EPA last week that the 

emergency exemption application submitted by the LDAF for 
the use of anthraquinone (trade name AV-1011) on rice to repel 
blackbirds was reviewed.  The review by the Agency’s 
Biological and Economical Analysis Division (BEAD) found 
that “a non-routine emergency situation does not exist in 
Louisiana based on the data submitted” in the application.  The 
Agency acknowledged that new testimonials were submitted 
based on 2014 experiences however they believe that the data 
did not provide: 

a) Evidence that there has been a change that would apply to 
this year’s application 

b) Before-and-after yield loss scenarios 
 
After hearing this, we sent out a request last Thursday to 
Louisiana producers in an effort to obtain more data to support 
our application.  The deadline to get the data in to me was noon 
today (March 9th).  The response from Louisiana producers was 
excellent for such a short turnaround.  We had responses from 
25 rice farming operations representing approximately 30,000 
acres of planted rice in 2014.  I would like to thank all of those 
who responded.  This information will be compiled with other 
information and will be submitted to the EPA shortly.  I will let 
you know as soon as we get a response from the EPA on the 
issue.  The wet and cool weather which is delaying planting 
may actually turnout to be a good thing if it delays planting 
long enough for us to be able to use the bird repellent.  That is, 
if the EPA grants the Section 18 for this year...  

 
Rice Diseases 

The 2015 Disease Management Guide is updated annually 
and is available online (www.lsuagcenter.com).  The newly 
updated rice disease tables can be seen below.
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Additional Information 

Louisiana Rice Notes is published biweekly to provide 
timely information and recommendations for rice production in 
Louisiana. If you would like to be added to this email list, please 
send your request to dharrell@agcenter.lsu.edu.  

This Information will also be posted to the LSU AgCenter 
website where additional rice information can be found. Please 
visit www.LSUAgCenter.com.  
 

Contact Information 
Dustin Harrell Rice Specialist & Research Agronomist (337) 250-3553 dharrell@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Don Groth Rice Pathologist (337) 296-6853 dgroth@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Eric Webster Rice Weed Specialist &  (225) 281-9449 ewebster@agcenter.lsu.edu 
 Assistant Southwest Regional Director  
Steve Linscombe Senior Rice Breeder & Southwest Regional Director (337) 296-6858 slinscombe@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Mike Stout Rice Entomologist (225) 892-2972 mstout@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Mike Salassi Rice Economist (225) 578-2713 msalassi@agcenter.lsu.edu 
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