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SOYBEAN UPDATE  
 

Louisiana Feed Grain Harvest in Full Swing:  With the advent of several afternoon 
thunderstorms last week, soybean, corn and grain sorghum harvesting has been delayed by as much 
as a week in some portions of the state.  This rain was needed in much of the state and more is 
needed, especially in southwest Louisiana, but it has delayed harvest. 
 

Grain sorghum acres were down to 100,000 acres in Louisiana this year. Yields were down 
about 20%. Most yield reports are in the 50- to 80-bushel-per-acre range. Higher yields were seen in 
some fields, but, overall, the excess rainfall was very detrimental to sorghum yields. 
 

Corn harvest is almost complete, with approximately 80% of the half-million acres in the  
state already harvested.  At this point, we should have finished harvesting, but, because harvesting 
equipment is being shared over multiple crops, some corn has not been harvested yet. Yields are 
down slightly this year, 10% to 15% on average.  There have been some fields cutting more than 200 
bushels this year in the northeast and northwest, which received less rainfall than central and 
southern Louisiana. Across the state, yields are averaging 90 to 130 bushels per acre. We were very 
concerned with the excessive rainfall and the potential impact it could have on corn yields, and we 
see the effects now as harvest continues.   
 

One issue we’ve contended with at the end of the season is lodging and stalks rotting. I have 
talked to several producers who were not pleased with several particular hybrids’ performance when 
it came to weathering the excessive rainfall. Many have told me that they plan to switch hybrids in 
the future because of this. Many of these hybrids that lodged were still our higher-yielding hybrids, 
so I urge producers to look at the whole picture. 2004 was an odd year regarding rainfall. We hope 
we will not see another one like it for quite some time.  The point is:  yield potential should still be 
the primary consideration when making hybrid selections.   
 

Soybean harvesting of Group III and IV that were targeted for August delivery is coming to an 
end. Yields have been mixed and range from 20 to 60 bushels per acre. Acreage estimates of 
Louisiana soybean production this year is 1,070,000. This is about a 270, 000 acre increase over last 
year, with most of the increase in the early beans targeted for August delivery. Harvesting of later-
planted soybeans will begin shortly, and, if we can continue to keep our insects and disease under 
control, yields should stay in that 30- to 50-bushel-per-acre range. 
 
 
 
 
 



The soybean, corn and grain sorghum extension demonstrations that have been harvested 
can be accessed via the LSU AgCenter Web site www.lsuagcenter.com under Crops.  
 
 *This article was written by Dr. David Y. Lanclos, Soybean Specialist 
 

 
Red Shouldered Stink Bug:  This year, soybean production has been hindered 

predominantly in the Sugarcane Belt, as well as central and south Louisiana, by the red shouldered 
stink bug.  This particular stink bug is relatively “new” to the growing list of soybean pests in 
Louisiana as well as being difficult to control. 

 
The following studies were conducted at the St. Gabriel Research Station by Bentley 

Fitzpatrick, and the information was provided by Dr. Jack Baldwin, Extension entomologist for the 
LSU AgCenter. 

 
LSU AgCenter Soybean Insect Research – 2004 

St. Gabriel, La. 
Stink Bug Control 

Provided by Bentley Fitzpatrick 
 

The stink bug population was approximately 58% Piezidorus red shouldered stink bug (RSSB), 
43% green stink bugs and the rest were browns. 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  % Stink Bug Control at DAT and 
(and stink bugs per 25 sweeps) 

Treatment Rate 
Lb ai/A 

3DAT 
RSSB    Total SB 

5DAT 
RSSB     Total SB 

7DAT 
RSSB   Total SB 

Baythroid 
 

0.044 88%         86% 20%            56% 0%          50% 

Baythroid + 
Crop oil 

0.044 + 
8 oz./A 

75%         86% 0%              11% 0%           0% 

Lorsban 0.5 63%         50% 40%            33% 25%          13% 
Acephate 90 0.75 88%         86% 80%            78% 50%         63% 
Non-treated -- 8/25         14/25 5/25            9/25 4/25         8/25 

Economic Threshold = 9 stink bugs per 25 sweeps 

Economic Threshold = 9 per 25 sweeps 
All SB = all stink bugs in sample 

RSSB= Red shouldered stink bugs 



2004 LSU AgCenter Soybean Insect Research 
Location: St. Gabriel (south Louisiana) 

Provided by Bentley Fitzpatrick 
 
Target Pests: Stink Bugs ( approximately 80% were the so-called “red shoulder stink bug” of 
south Louisiana, and 20% were a mixture of greens and browns) 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                  % control at days after treatment (DAT) 
and (# stink bugs per 25 sweeps in check) 

 

 
Insecticide 

   
Rate/s 
LB. 
ai/acre 

 
 
 

2 DAT 

   
 
  

 4 DAT 

 
 
 

6 DAT 

 
 
 

10 DAT 
 

  All SB   RSSB   All SB     RSSB    All SB    RSSB All SB     RSSB 
Methyl 
parathion 
 

1.0 80%     75% 86%     83% 20%      43%   0%       0% 

Karate Z 
 

0.03 60%    75% 57%     50% 20%      29%   17%      0% 

Karate Z + 
Methyl 
parathion 
 

0.025 + 
0.5 

80%      75% 71%     83% 40%      43%   0%        0% 

Non-treated 
Check 

 (5/25) (4/25) (7/25) (6/25) (5/25)   (7/25) (4/25)  (6/25) 

Economic Threshold = 9 per 25 sweeps 
All SB = all stink bugs in sample 

RSSB= Red shouldered stink bugs 

Example of a red shoulder stinkbug- the “tips” or 
“shoulders” have reddish-brown line that extends 
over back. 



Extension Demos on Web page:  As soybean variety demos begin to be harvested, yields 
will be posted on the AgCenter Web site and can be accessed at: 

www.lsuagcenter.com/soybeans and click on the Extension Demonstrations link. 
 
 
 
Disease Update:    Soybeans are showing the effects of diseases that infected the plants 

during the earlier excessive periods of rainfall. Root problems that are developing often are seen 
during drought stress. Although the infection occurred when it was wet, the diseases show up worse 
during the drought. We are seeing charcoal rot, red crown rot and stem canker. Of course, damage 
from Cercospora leaf blight and aerial blight are very evident now as well. 
  
     Stem canker concerns me, because this is the first time I have seen entire fields damaged 
since the late 1980s. It is not widespread, but, when you see it, it is very bad. Symptoms include the 
“one-sided reddish streaking on the stem” and “between the veins drying of the leaves,”   
  
    Red crown rot also exhibits similar leaf symptoms to that of stem canker.  The leaves dry 
between the veins and the reddish perithecia can be found on the lower crown of the infected plants.  
Keep in mind that the perithecia usually don’t form until the plants are dead, so you may have 
trouble finding perithecia on green plants.   
  
    Charcoal rot is diagnosed by the gray charcoal color in the roots and lower crown that forms 
as the plants die.  The charcoal bodies causing the color are actually fungal structures called 
sclerotia.  These are released back into the soil and function much like seeds of higher plants to 
carry the fungus into the next season.  Again, this disease manifests itself during periods of drought 
and stress.  There are no controls for these stress-related diseases. Irrigating the fields will help 
decrease the threat of this disease.   
  
    We are still getting questions about spraying fungicides for foliar diseases. My thoughts on 
this are:  If the drought breaks and the beans are still in the middle reproductive stages, fungicides 
can be used.  Aerial blight has dried up and probably will not re-occur.  Time the weather. Check for 
stink bugs and worms. and tank mix the fungicide with the insecticide (if needed) to save a trip.   
 
  *This information was provided by Dr. Ken Whitam, Plant Pathologist 

 
 
Louisiana Soybean Association (LSA):  LSA is a producer-based soybean organization 

affiliated with the American Soybean Association (ASA) and the United Soybean Board (USB). This 
organization has many roles, including updating statewide soybean producers on current legislative 
and environmental issues. The LSA also has representatives on the ASA and USB boards. This allows 
Louisiana issues to be brought to a national audience. As a member of LSA, you support local, state, 
national and international promotion and use of soybeans. Membership is available to anyone 
involved in production agriculture. Agribusiness personnel are also strongly encouraged to join. For 
more information about becoming a member of LSA, please contact: 

 
 

   Dr. David Y. Lanclos   (318) 473-6530 office 
   8105 Tom Bowman Drive  (318) 308-5386 cell 
   Dean Lee Research Station  (318) 473-6535 fax 
   Alexandria, LA  71302   dlanclos@agcenter.lsu.edu 
 
 

To join online:  The Web address is www.soygrowers.com.  Click on membership and enter 
your information. 

 
 
 
 
 



CORN UPDATE 
 

 
Extension Demos:   Many of the corn demonstration plots have been harvested. The yield 

results are available at: www.lsuagcenter.com/grains/corn  and click on the Extension 
Demonstration link on the left for individual parish results. 

 
Variety Trials:  LSU AgCenter Commercial Variety Trials (CVTs) are being harvested at the 

different research stations across the state. The Dean Lee Research Station corn data is available on 
the corn Web site and can be accessed at:   

www.lsuagcenter.com/grains/corn and click on the Variety Trials & Recommendations to 
see individual research station data.  Contact Dr. Steve Moore, statewide coordinator of the soybean 
and corn CVTs, with any questions. 
 
 

GRAIN SORGHUM UPDATE 
 

Extension Demos:  Many of the grain sorghum demonstration plots have been harvested. 
Yield results are available at: www.lsuagcenter.com/grains/sorghum  and click on the Extension 
Demonstration link on the left for individual parish results. 
  
 

WHAT’S GOIN’ ON… 
         

New Appointment:  Rob Ferguson recently joined the LSU AgCenter as an Extension 
associate for Dr. David Y. Lanclos. Rob graduated from Central Missouri State University in 
1995 with a B.S. degree in AgriBusiness. Originally from central Missouri, Rob has been 
involved in row crop agriculture as well as swine production for many years. His primary 
responsibilities include working with soybean, corn and grain sorghum Extension programs 
throughout the state. He is located at the Dean Lee Research & Extension Center in 
Alexandria.   

 
 Congratulations and welcome, Rob!  His contact information is below: 
 
  Rob Ferguson 
  8105 Tom Bowman Drive 
  Alexandria, LA  71302 
  318-427-4491 office 
  318-308-4191 cell 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Dean Lee Field Day a Success:  Rapides Parish and the Dean Lee Research & Extension 
Center hosted its third annual field day August 26 in Alexandria. The field tour was divided 
into two separate focus tours, including feedgrains and cotton. Specialists, as well as 
researchers, discussed current Extension programs and research for each respective 
commodity. Tour speakers included Dr. David Y. Lanclos, Dr. Sandy Stewart, Dr. Ralph 
Bagwell, Professor Roy Vidrine, Dr. Steve Moore, Johnathon Seibert and Derek Scroggs. 
Donna Morgan, with the Master Farmer Program, gave updates. Administrators, including 
Dr. John Barnett, Dr. Paul Coreil and Dr. David Boethel, gave welcoming remarks. 

 
 Approximately 140 attended, including producers, agbusiness personnel and AgCenter 

employees.   
 

               
  

 
  

                    
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
    
  SEPTEMBER 
   
   September 1 – Acadia Parish Soybean Field Day, Crowley 
   September 2 – Jeff Davis Soybean Field Day, Fenton 
 
  OCTOBER 
    

October 28 – Crop Demonstration & LSRVP Planning and Reporting Meeting,   Mamou 
 



PERSONNEL 
 

STATE SPECIALISTS 
 

       Dr. Jack Baldwin, Professor, Entomology, Baton Rouge 
  jbaldwin@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Responsibilities:  Soybeans, Corn & Grain Sorghum 
        Dr. Clayton Hollier, Professor, Plant Pathology, Baton Rouge 
  chollier@agcenter.lsu.edu 
  Responsibilities:  Grain Sorghum & Corn 

Dr. David Lanclos, Assistant Professor and Specialist, Dean Lee Research and Extension         
Center 

  dlanclos@agcenter.lsu.edu 
  Responsibilities:  Soybeans, Corn & Grain Sorghum 
 Dr. Charles Overstreet, Professor, Plant Pathology, Baton Rouge 
  coverstreet@agcenter.lsu.edu 
  Responsibilities:  Nematodes in all agronomic crops 
 Dr. Ken Whitam, Professor, Plant Pathology, Baton Rouge 
  kwhitam@agcenter.lsu.edu 
  Responsibilities:  Soybeans 
 

 
ASSOCIATES 
   
Rob Ferguson, Extension Associate, Dean Lee Research & Extension Center, Alexandria 
 referguson@agcenter.lsu.edu  cell phone:  318-308-4191 
Donna S. Morgan, Extension Associate, Callegari Environmental Center & Dean Lee Research 
           and Extension Center, Alexandria 
 dsmorgan@agcenter.lsu.edu   cell phone:  318-613-9278 
  
PARISH AGENTS 

 

   

Acadia Barrett Courville bcourville@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Allen Randall Bellon rbellon@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Avoyelles Carlos Smith csmith@agcenter.lsu.edu 
  Ernest Freeman efreeman@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Beauregard John Harris jharris@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Bossier Joseph Barrett jbarrett@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Caddo John B. LeVasseur jblevasseur@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Calcasieu Jerry Whatley jwhatley@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Caldwell Jimmy McCann jmccann@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Cameron Gary Wicke gwicke@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Catahoula David Neal dneal@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Concordia Glen Daniels gdaniels@agcenter.lsu.edu 
East Carroll Donna Lee drlee@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Evangeline Keith Fontenot kfontenot@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Franklin Carol Pinnell-Alison cpinnell-alison@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Iberia Jimmy Flanagan jflanagan@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Iberville Louis Lirette llirette@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Jeff Davis Allen Hogan ahogan@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Lafayette Stan Dutile sdutile@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Madison Mike Rome mrome@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Morehouse Terry Erwin terwin@agcenter.lsu.edu 



   
 

Visit our Web site:   www.lsuagcenter.com 
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in cooperation with the United States Department of Agriculture. The Louisiana Cooperative 
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 Richard Letlow rletlow@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Nachitoches Charles Johnson cjohnson@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Ouachita Richard Letlow rletlow@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Pointe Coupee Miles Brashier mbrashier@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Rapides Matt Martin mmartin@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Red River Hubert Wilkerson hwilkerson@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Richland Keith Collins kcollins@agcenter.lsu.edu 
St. Landry Keith Normand knormand@agcenter.lsu.edu 
St. Martin  Alfred Guidry aguidry@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Tensas Robert Goodson rgoodson@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Vermilion Andrew Granger agranger@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Washington Henry Harrison hharrison@agcenter.lsu.edu 
West Baton Rouge Harry Laws hlaws@agcenter.lsu.edu 
West Carroll Myrl Sistrunk msistrunk@agcenter.lsu.edu 
West Feliciana James Devillier jdevillier@agcenter.lsu.edu 


