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WHAT’S GOIN’ ON… 
 
RAIN ELUDING PORTIONS OF LOUISIANA – CROPPING DECISIONS DIFFICULT 
Dr. David Y. Lanclos, LSU AgCenter Specialist 
 
Note:  As of April 26, 2006, a large portion of the regions most affected by the 
drought received any where between 1 and 5 inches of rainfall.  This is exceptional 
news and will aid in planting and improve plant health. 
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I have been debating whether to write an article about the drought that we are experiencing 
in parts of our state, because I think that it is obvious to most of us that we are in 
desperate need of rainfall in some regions.  Nevertheless, the definition of obvious is  
definitely a little different depending on to whom you are talking or listening. This morning 
on the way to work, the DJ on the radio announced the weather forecast for yet another 
beautiful day full of sunshine and lots of wind. To him, I guess that is a wonderful day. At 
this point, I would like to hear thunderstorms all day and make sure you have an umbrella. 
 
We don’t hear the latter weather announcement much any more. The reason being:take 
your pick – whether it is La Niña, global warming or the glaciers melting, etc., we are 
obviously in a pattern of hot, dry weather. Some regions of the state have not received 
enough attention to their plight, including central, southwest and south central Louisiana.  
This would be the crossroads of central Louisiana, the rice belt and the sugarcane belt 
respectively. The little town of Washington, Louisiana, located right off I-49 just north of 
Opelousas, seems to be the dividing line between the areas where you might get a little rain 
to farm or no rain at all. The no-rain-at-all scenario seems to be the pattern that is 
predominant from that area of the state southward.   

Unfortunately, these regions of the state – especially central and southwest Louisiana – 
have had  little appreciable rainfall in months. According to Jay Grymes, LSU climatologist, 
much of south Louisiana is enduring a drought that traces back as much as a year or more.  
"Parts of the state have been suffering for quite some time," Grymes said. "In the southern 
third of Louisiana, the dry spell goes back to the beginnings of 2005, and even sections of 
northern Louisiana have been dealing with dry weather over the past 12 to 15 months."  
Grymes pointed out that in Baton Rouge, 12 of the past 14 months have had below-normal 
rainfall. The only two exceptions were August and September, which correspond to 
hurricanes Katrina and Rita. Much of south-central and southeastern Louisiana is showing 
a similar drought trend for the past year. 

"Without the hurricanes, it could have been 14 consecutive months of below-normal 
rainfall," Grymes said. "This past March was one of the driest – if not the driest – March on 
record for a large portion of south Louisiana, and this extremely dry spring weather has 
persisted through the first half of April, as well." Grymes said he is concerned about the 
next six to eight weeks, because spring rains, which generally recharge soil moisture, 
haven’t happened. 

After speaking with Grymes, he pointed me in the direction of the web site for the U.S. 
Drought Monitor.  The address is http://www.drought.unl.edu/dm/monitor.html  
According to this site, the lower third of the state is classified as a D3 or under an extreme 
drought, and the parishes just north of this area, which would be central Louisiana, are 
classified as severe. 

In these three regions, corn planting was limited to little or none and only in the areas 
where some rainfall had been received, but this lack of moisture caused a reduction of acres 
to be planted. In addition to this, the producers that worked ground last fall had a greater 
chance of getting planted. The folks who worked ground in the early spring lost a great deal 
of moisture simply because they worked the ground and moisture ran out. 

For soybeans, the predicament is somewhat bleaker for the producers who wanted to plant 
a couple of weeks ago or who want to plant now. There is simply not enough moisture to 
plant the soybean crop in these regions of the state. We will need at least a two-inch rain in 
the majority of these fields before we can get into them and begin planting.   
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The good news is that if you put things in perspective, the date is only April 24.  According 
to our research, it is now a great time to be planting MG IVs. For MG Vs, we have had some 
folks put these in the ground already, too. Our planting window here in Louisiana is wide, 
and we have plenty of time left to go. But at some point, it does need to rain more than a 
scattered shower. We did receive some rainfall across some regions this past weekend (April 
22/23) but not enough overall. On the soybean verification run today, there were many 
fields that we got to see, especially with corn planted, that are showing signs of drought 
stress. Irrigation has begun in some of the driest fields already.  

We need to bring more attention to the plight of our producers in these regions and the 
hardships they are currently experiencing. The past few years for southwest Louisiana 
especially have been extremely difficult to digest. Farmers are struggling more financially 
this year than ever before, and to add injury to insult, Mother Nature is not cooperating at 
all.  

The old saying of if you don’t like the weather in Louisiana wait five minutes, is no longer 
applicable. We have waited, and things have been very slow to change. At some point, we 
know they will, but the bottom line is we are struggling. If we cannot get the crops in 
because of this severe drought, which for corn and milo has already happened in some 
situations, we need to make the situation understood as much as possible – especially to 
those who are making the financial loan decisions – that our hands are tied until we get 
some rain. 

 CORN UPDATE 

CORN INSECT UPDATE 
Dr. Jack Baldwin, LSU AgCenter Specialist 
 
There is a new corn insect publication “Corn Borer Pests in Louisiana Corn,” Publication 
2947. It is available at the AgCenter web site address given below.  
http://www.agctr.lsu.edu/NR/rdonlyres/A626E99C-CF02-480C-97D1-
1F922408A2CC/23629/pub2947cornborerLOWRES.pdf 
 
Table 1 found on page 4 has the southwestern corn borer moth trap counts from my corn 
borer project. The 66 reported at one location in East Carroll Parish is not a typing error. No 
European corn borer moths have been trapped at the 3 locations where traps are placed. 
Low numbers of fall armyworm moths are being caught in pheromone traps at some of 
these locations. I generally do not consider fall armyworm to be a serious threat to corn, but 
it does infest whorl stage corn and then moves on to other crops. Also, I am catching low 
numbers of corn earworm moths in my southwestern corn borer traps with southwestern 
corn borer lures. I am not quite sure how to interpret this data, but I suppose it does 
indicate that these moths are active and could also infest whorl-stage corn. 
 
I observed scattered stink bug damage along a field margin next to a drainage ditch (no 
woods line). The damage seemed to “blossom” in about a week’s time in which the corn 
went from V5 to V6. Apparently, stink bugs feed on corn at an earlier stage (?), and then the 
damage symptoms develop as the plants attempt to grow. The only stink bug observed was 
a brown stink bug. 
 
Beet armyworms were reported infesting corn (8 inches tall or less) in Franklin Parish (NE 
La.). These larvae were identified with a microscope. Beet armyworm problems in corn are 
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rare, and control recommendations are scarce. Internet research revealed that a similar, 
early-season problem occurred in the panhandle area of Texas and southwest Kansas 
during the 2001 season. The insecticides recommended for heavy infestations included 
Tracer @ 2-3 ounces of product per acre, Lorsban @ 0.5 to 1.0 lb. AI/acre and Lannate (2.4) 
@ 1½ pints per acre. Ground application is recommended for better control of worms in the 
whorl, if necessary.    
 
 Table 1. 

 Southwestern Corn Borer Pheromone Trap Counts-2006 

 April 4-7 April 11 April 18  

Location Growth 

 stage 

# of 

moths 

Growth 

 stage 

# of 

moths 

Growth 

 stage 

# of 

moths 

Growth 

 stage 

# of 

moths 

E. Carroll  V1 trap set V2-3 4 V5 66   

E. Carroll Var. V1-2 0 V2-3 0 V5 5   

W. Carroll  V2 trap set V3-4 0 V5-6 1   

Madison Var. V1-2 0 V3-4 0 V4-5 1   

Madison  V2 0 V2-3 0 V5 6   

Catahoula not up  trap set V1 0 V3 0   

Pointe Coupee  trap set V4 0 V6 0   

LSU- B.R.         

         

 
 

LAGNIAPPE 
  
SATEWIDE VARIETY DEMONSTRATION UPDATE 
Rob Ferguson, Extension Associate, Dean Lee Research Station 
 
We are finished planting the corn and grain sorghum demonstrations statewide. Some of 
the soybean demonstrations have been planted, but most of them will be planted in the 
next couple of days. If you have any questions on the demonstrations contact the respective 
county agent or Dr. David Lanclos or Rob Ferguson. Below is a chart showing the status of 
each demonstration. 
 

Parish Milo 
Conv. 
Corn 

RR 
Corn MG3 MG4 MG5 

Acadia         D DD 

Avoyelles P X P     D 

Beauregard P P     D X 

Caddo   P         

Calcasieu           X 

Caldwell   P         

Catahoula   P     P   

Concordia         P P 

East Carroll   P P PD PD   

Evangeline   X       X 

Franklin   P     P   

Iberia   D   D D   

Jeff Davis           XX 

Madison   P         
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Morehouse   P P   P D 

Natchitoches P X       D 

Ouachita/ULM   P     P D 

Pointe Coupee   P P D D D 

Rapides P P P D D P 

Richland   P P P P   

St. Charles           X 

St. Landry P P     D D 

St. Martin   D         

West Carroll   P     P   

Total Planned 6 19 6 6 15 16 68 

Planted 5 14 6  2  8  2 37 

Harvested              

X-Planned demonstration 
D-Seed has been delivered 

P-Demonstration has been planted 
 
 
Louisiana Agricultural Sciences Association 
 
The Louisiana Agricultural Sciences Association (LASA) held its first annual meeting on 
April 6, 2006, at the Caffey Annex on the LSU-A campus. LASA was created by combining 
Louisiana Association of Agronomists (LAA) and Louisiana Plant Protection Association 
(LPPA). It is made up of LSU AgCenter staff, NRCS staff, ag-industry personnel, consultants 
and Department of Agriculture employees.   
 
Most of the meeting discussion focused on increasing membership and developing an online 
journal.  The newly elected LASA officers are: 
 
  President  Dr. Ernie Clawson 
  Vice-President Dr. David Lanclos 
  Secretary  Dr. Ron Strahan 
  Treasurer  Mr. Al Coco 
 
Following the general meeting were presentations by LSU AgCenter researchers and 
graduate students. The winner of the Ph.D. contest was Latha Bommireddy and the M.S. 
contest winner was Jason Hamm. The pest identification contest was won by Dr. Richard 
Costello. That evening everyone enjoyed boiled crawfish, and Jonathan Rogers playing bag-
pipes.   
 
LASA is open to all in the agriculture community. If you have any questions or wish to join 
LASA, contact any of the elected officers.   
 

SOYBEAN  
 

Louisiana Soybean Association (LSA):  LSA is a producer-based soybean 
organization affiliated with the American Soybean Association (ASA) and the United 
Soybean Board (USB). This organization has many roles, including updating statewide 
soybean producers on current legislative and environmental issues. The LSA has 
representatives on the ASA and USB boards. This allows Louisiana issues to be brought to 
a national audience. As a member of LSA, you support local, state, national and 
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international promotion and use of soybeans. Membership is available to anyone involved in 
production agriculture. Agribusiness personnel are strongly encouraged to join. For more 
information about becoming a member of LSA, please contact: 

 
  Dr. David Y. Lanclos   (318) 473.6530 office 
  8105 Tom Bowman Drive   (318) 308.5386 cell 
  Dean Lee Research Station  (318) 473.6535 fax 
  Alexandria, LA  71302   dlanclos@agcenter.lsu.edu 
 

To join online:  The Web address is www.soygrowers.com. Select membership and 
enter your information. 
 

NOTABLE QUOTE 
 
“Farming looks mighty easy when your plow is a pencil and you’re a thousand miles 
from the corn field.” 
Dwight David Eisenhower, America’s 34th President 
 

 UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
June 
 6/05 – LCAAA Annual Meeting – Covington 
 6/14 – Northeast Research Station Annual Field Day – St. Joseph 
 6/29 – Rice Research Station Annual Field Day – Crowley 
 
August 

8/24 – Dean Lee Research & Extension Center Annual Field Day –  
            Alexandria 
     

 PERSONNEL 
 

STATE EXTENSION SPECIALISTS 
       Dr. Jack Baldwin, Professor, Entomology, Baton Rouge 
  jbaldwin@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Responsibilities:  Soybeans, Corn & Grain Sorghum 
 
Dr. Kurt Guidry, Associate Professor, Ag Economics and Agribusiness, Baton Rouge 

  kmguidry@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Responsibilities:  Soybeans and feed grain economic marketing 
 

 Dr. Clayton Hollier, Professor, Plant Pathology, Baton Rouge 
  chollier@agcenter.lsu.edu 
  Responsibilities:  Grain Sorghum, Soybeans, and Corn 
 

Dr. David Y. Lanclos, Assistant Professor and Specialist, Dean Lee Research and 
Extension Center, Alexandria 

  dlanclos@agcenter.lsu.edu 
  Responsibilities:  Soybeans, Corn & Grain Sorghum 
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 Dr. Charles Overstreet, Professor, Plant Pathology, Baton Rouge 
  coverstreet@agcenter.lsu.edu 
  Responsibilities:  Nematodes in all agronomic crops 
 

Mr. Jay Stevens, Assistant Professor and Specialist, Dean Lee Research and 
Extension Center, Alexandria 

  jstevens@agcenter.lsu.edu 
  Responsibilities:  Soil fertility for all agronomic crops 

 
EXTENSION ASSOCIATES 

Rob Ferguson, Dean Lee Research & Extension Center, Alexandria 
 referguson@agcenter.lsu.edu  cell phone:  318-308-4191 
 

PARISH CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Parish County Agent E-Mail Address 

Acadia Barrett Courville bcourville@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Allen Randall Bellon rbellon@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Avoyelles Carlos Smith csmith@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Beauregard Mike Lavergne mlavergne@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Bossier Joseph Barrett jbarrett@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Caddo John B. LeVasseur jblevasseur@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Calcasieu Jerry Whatley jwhatley@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Caldwell Jimmy McCann jmccann@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Cameron Gary Wicke gwicke@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Catahoula David Neal dneal@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Concordia Glen Daniels gdaniels@agcenter.lsu.edu 

East Carroll Donna Lee drlee@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Evangeline Keith Fontenot kfontenot@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Franklin Carol Pinnell-Alison cpinnell-alison@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Iberia Jimmy Flanagan jflanagan@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Iberville Louis Lirette llirette@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Jeff Davis Allen Hogan ahogan@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Lafayette Stan Dutile sdutile@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Madison Mike Rome mrome@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Morehouse Terry Erwin terwin@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Richard Letlow rletlow@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Nachitoches Hubert Wilkerson hwilkerson@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Ouachita Richard Letlow rletlow@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Pointe Coupee Miles Brashier mbrashier@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Rapides Matt Martin mmartin@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Red River Hubert Wilkerson hwilkerson@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Richland Keith Collins kcollins@agcenter.lsu.edu 

St. Charles Rene’ Schmit rschmit@agcenter.lsu.edu 

St. Landry Keith Normand knormand@agcenter.lsu.edu 

St. Martin  Alfred Guidry aguidry@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Tensas   

Vermilion Andrew Granger agranger@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Washington Henry Harrison hharrison@agcenter.lsu.edu 

West Baton Rouge Harry Laws hlaws@agcenter.lsu.edu 

West Carroll Myrl Sistrunk msistrunk@agcenter.lsu.edu 

West Feliciana James Devillier jdevillier@agcenter.lsu.edu 
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RESEARCH PERSONNEL 
Scientist Location Responsibilities E-mail Address 

Dr. James Board Dept. of Agronomy 
& Env. Mgmt., 
Baton Rouge 

Soybeans:  water-
logging and other 
cultural practices 

jboard@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. Don Bouquet NE Research 
Station, St. Joe 

Nutrient Mgmt., BMP, 
and variety testing 

dboquet@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 
Dr. Ernie Clawson 

 
NE Research 
Station, St. Joe 

 
Soybeans: variety 
testing and early 
planting 

 
eclawson@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. Fangneng Huang Dept. of 
Entomology, Baton 
Rouge 

Corn & grain 
sorghum:  insect pest 
management 

fhuang@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. James Griffin Dept. of Agronomy 
& Env. Mgmt., 
Baton Rouge 

Soybeans and corn: 
weed management 

jgriffin@agcenter.lsu.edu 
 

Dr. Manjit Kang Dept. of Agronomy 
& Env. Mgmt., 
Baton Rouge 

Corn:  quantitative 
genetics and breeding 

mkang@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. Roger Leonard Macon Ridge 
Research Station, 
Winnsboro 

Grain crops:  
sustainable IPM 
programs 

rleonard@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. H.J. “Rick” 
Mascagni 

Macon Ridge/NE 
Research Stations, 
Winnsboro & St. 
Joe 

Corn & grain 
sorghum: production 
and variety testing 

hmascagni@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. Donnie Miller NE Research 
Station, St. Joe 

Soybeans: weed 
control 

dmiller@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. Steve Moore Dean Lee Research 
& Extension 
Center, Alexandria 

Corn: breeding and 
aflatoxin 
Soybeans: weathering 
Coordinator for variety 
testing 

smoore@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. Boyd Padgett NE Research 
Station, St. Joe 

Small grain diseases bpadgett@agcenter.lsu.edu 
 

Dr. Ray Schneider Dept. of Plant 
Pathology & Crop 
Physiology, Baton 
Rouge 

Soybean: pathology rschneider@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Mr. Roy Vidrine Dean Lee Research 
& Extension 
Center, Alexandria 

Agronomic crops: 
weed control 

rvidrine@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. Bill Williams NE Research 
Station, St. Joe 

Corn and grain 
sorghum: weed 
management 

bwilliams@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. Jim Wang Dept. of Agronomy 
& Env. Mgmt., 
Baton Rouge 

Soil testing, plant 
analysis, soil 
chemistry 

jjwang@agcenter.lsu.edu 
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Visit our Web site:   www.lsuagcenter.com 
 

Louisiana State University Agricultural Center 
William B. Richardson, Chancellor 

Louisiana Agricultural Experiment Station 
David J. Boethel, Vice Chancellor and Director 
Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service 
Paul D. Coreil, Vice Chancellor and Director 

 
Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work, Acts of Congress of May 8 and June 
30, 1914, in cooperation with the United States Department of Agriculture. The Louisiana 
Cooperative Extension Service provides equal opportunities in programs and employment. 


