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SOYBEAN UPDATE  
 

Soybean Demo Seed Delivered:  Group VI soybean seed has been delivered to all the 
participating parishes. Core Block varieties are listed below, with additional varieties listed with 
corresponding parishes. 

 
    GROUP VI CORE BLOCK 

Asgrow 6202  
Hornbeck 602 
Pioneer 96B21 
Terral 62R001 

 
ACADIA:  Core Block + Pioneer 96M20  
 
AVOYELLES:  Core Block + DPL 6215 
 
CONCORDIA:   Core Block + DPL 6215 
 
EVANGELINE:  Core Block +DP 6215 
   
JEFF DAVIS:    Core Block + Pioneer 96M20 
 
MOREHOUSE:   Core Block only 
 
OUACHITA: Core Block only 
 
POINTE COUPEE/WBR: Core Block + Pioneer 96M20, DPL 6215 
    
RAPIDES: Core Block + DeKalb 64-51, Pioneer 96M20, DPL 6215 
 
ST. LANDRY:   Core Block + Pioneer 96M20 
  

 
Seed Treatment Fungicides:  Many questions about potential interactions between 

Rhizobium and seed fungicide treatments were asked during the growing season. This information 
can be found in The Compendium of Soybean Diseases, Fourth Edition, copyright 1999 and prepared 
by J.B. Sinclair, Page 90. 



Seed treatments generally are not needed where high-quality seeds are planted at an 
appropriate seeding rate under conditions that favor rapid germination and emergence. Also, they are 
not useful where seed quality is low because of mechanical damage or physiological factors; however, 
they are useful where seed quality is low because of fungal infection, where seeds must be planted in 
seedbeds that will delay germination or where low seeding rates must be used. Under these 
circumstances, seed treatments can effectively reduce losses from seedborne fungi and those that 
cause seedling pre- and post-emergence damping-off.   

 
Germination potential. Germination potential is the maximum level of seed germination that 

can be obtained in the absence of seedborne microorganisms or when the effect of such 
microorganisms on germination is minimized (by the use of seed-treatment fungicides). The 
germination potential of soybean seeds is broadly defined as the maximum level of germination by a 
seed sample under low-stress conditions. The germination potential of soybean seeds can decrease 
with age or with deterioration caused by seedborne microflora, but it cannot be “increased” by any 
treatment. When the germination or emergence of seeds after some treatment is greater than that of 
an untreated control, the stress factor that reduced the germination potential of those seeds has 
been mitigated, allowing their germination potential to be expressed. 

 
Considerable research has identified fungicides that adversely affect bacterial inoculants and 

conditions under which the inoculants can be used effectively with fungicides. This research 
indicates that inoculants applied in a peat moss base with water immediately before planting are 
compatible with most commonly used fungicides. The viability of Rhizobium inoculants is reduced to 
a point at which nodulation is reduced, however, if they are applied more than 10-12 hours before 
seeds are treated with several common fungicides.   

 
Fungicides that consistently reduce nodulation include captan, copper-based compounds and 

oxycarboxin.  Benzimidazoles (benomyl, carbendazim and thiabendazole), thiram and 
dithiocarbamates (maneb, zineb and mancozeb) have little or no effect, even after long periods of 
contact. Reports on the effects of quintozene (PCNB), carboxin, chloranil, dichlone, thiram and 2-
(thiocyanomethylthio) benzothiazole (TCMTB) are contradictory. 

 
 
Growth Stages Revisited:  There have been many questions about the growth stages of 

soybeans, especially in regard to applying pesticides. A summary of the vegetative and reproductive 
stages of soybeans follows. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VEGETATIVE STAGES 
VE -Emergence 

VC - Cotyledon stage 
V1 - First trifoliate leaf 

V2 - Second leaf 
V3 - Third leaf 
V(n) - Nth leaf 

REPRODUCTIVE STAGES 
R1 - First flowering 

R2 - Full bloom (flower in top 2 nodes) 
 R3 - Pod initiation (3/16” pod in top 4 nodes) 
R4 - Pod elongation (3/4” pod in top 4 nodes) 

R5 - Start of seed filling (1/8” seed in top 4 nodes) 
R6 -End of seed filling (full size seed in top 4 nodes) 

R7 - Beginning maturity, one mature pod 
R8 - Full maturity (95% of pods are mature) 



 
 
*Photo taken from www.caseyfertilizer.com.  
 
 
Recent Complaints:  
 
 

             
 
 

• Problem:  no innoculant applied 
Symptomology:  chlorotic; plants not nodulating; general yellow appearance 
throughout field 
 

• Problem:  flooded soybeans 
Symptomology:  leaf cupping; N and FE deficiencies evident; can be mistaken 
for herbicide injury; decreased nodulation 

 
 
 
Cleaning Up the Fields: With all the rain that has fallen, many “wooly” fields will need to be 

cleaned up as soon as weather permits.  More notice should be taken of the growing status of the 
weeds and the level and speed of control versus the status of the beans and the tolerance to the 
Roundup application. If the weeds are water logged and not growing, the control with glyphosate may 
be slower than usual and may not be as good in some cases. Also, the better the soybeans are 
growing, the better the tolerance will be to any tank mix partners or non-glyphosate materials such 
as Classic, Reflex, etc., especially if those morningglories or hemp sesbania are large. Another shot of 

Problem:  slug damage 
 
Symptomology:  leaf 
damage primarily found 
in minimum or no-till 
fields 



Roundup on the beans before they canopy will help knock some of those weeds back. Don’t wait on 
the next flush and sacrifice getting all that there is now. The soybeans will be good residual on the 
later-emerging weeds. 

 
-Dr. Donnie Miller, Associate Professor and Weed Scientist, Northeast Research Station 
 
 
Louisiana Soybean Association (LSA):  LSA is a producer-based soybean organization 

affiliated with the American Soybean Association (ASA) and the United Soybean Board (USB). This 
organization has many roles, including updating statewide soybean producers on current legislative 
and environmental issues. The LSA also has representatives on the ASA and USB boards. This allows 
Louisiana issues to be brought to a national audience. As a member of LSA, you support local, state, 
national and international promotion and use of soybeans. Membership is available to anyone 
involved in production agriculture. Agribusiness personnel are also strongly encouraged to join. For 
more information about becoming a member of LSA, please contact: 
 
    

 
 
Dr. David Y. Lanclos   (318) 473-6530 office 

   8105 Tom Bowman Drive  (318) 780-6121 cell 
   Dean Lee Research Station  (318) 473-6535 fax 
   Alexandria, LA  71302   dlanclos@agcenter.lsu.edu 
 

To join online:  The Web address is www.soygrowers.com.  Click on membership and enter 
your information. 
 

CORN UPDATE 
  
  

Corn Insect Situation:  This article was written by Dr. Jack Baldwin, professor of 
entomology, LSU AgCenter. 
  

A southwestern corn borer (SWCB) pheromone trapping project is being conducted from E. 
Carroll Parish south to E. Baton Rouge Parish. The highest moth counts have been in the upper 
delta of northeastern Louisiana (E. Carroll and Madison parishes). Trap counts in these parishes 
averaged 64 moths per week on May 11 and then declined to 27 moths per week on May 18. Field 
infestations have been very low in whorl stage corn in these same fields. The next generation, 
however, could threaten these fields. Also, five traps in Richland Parish averaged four moths per 
week on May 17. 

 
           A few European corn borer moths have been caught in pheromone traps in E. Carroll Parish, 
and a few larvae have been collected in Franklin Parish. This borer does not appear to be an 
immediate threat. 
 
            There is no sugarcane borer (SCB) pheromone, but hot spots of this borer have been found 
in central Louisiana corn and as far north as the Macon Ridge Station. As of last week, May 
12, SCB larvae collected from the field were 2nd instar to early 4th instar. This week (May 18) larvae 
were beginning to leave the whorls and bore into the lower stalk. It is my understanding that wet 
conditions will facilitate survival of SCB as they move from the whorls. They are not cannibalistic, 
thus multiple larvae can develop in a whorl. 
 
 Current pheromone trap counts and field observations represent state trends. Borer 
infestations in individual fields will depend on cropping history of the field, as well as the cropping 
pattern of the immediate area. 



            Scattered stink bug damage has been observed statewide in whorl stage corn. Most of the 
stink bugs observed are browns. The most opportune time (prevention of damage) to treat stink bugs 
is before ear shoots appear. 
 

Recent Complaints:       
 

 
 
 

• Problem:  corn plant tillering 
           Symptomology:  additional leaves growing out at base of plant due to hybrid 

characteristics and cold stress 
     
 

Glyphosate Drift: A major concern right now is glyphosate drift in corn and grain sorghum.   
Most of the corn and some of the milo are at stages of growth V6-V10 and are sensitive to drift. As 
you know, we may not see any problems because it takes a lot of glyphosate for visual symptoms at 
these stages, but just a little can devastate yields. Also, farmers need to think about weed 
management after harvest. Well-timed glyphosate applications on red vine and johnsongrass in the 
fall will go a long way in reducing their populations for the following spring.  The key is getting stalks 
cut and beds prepared as soon as possible after harvest. The applications need to be made to actively 
growing weeds from mid-September to early October. Based on some alligatorweed data, mid-October 
applications may be too late. Next spring we need to stress that annual grasses are becoming more 
problematic in corn, and farmers must start using pre-emergence applications. Accent is not good on 
large signal grass and is weak on crabgrass and yellow foxtail at most stages of growth. 

  
-Dr. Bill Williams, Assistant Professor and Weed Scientist, Northeast Research Station 
 
 
Corn Growth Stages:  Below is a summary of the growth stages in corn, both vegetative and 

reproductive. These are very important keys when applying pesticides. 
 

   
 

  
     *Photo taken from www.beckshybrids.com.  
 

Vegetative Stages 
VE – emergence 

V1 – first leaf 
V2 – second leaf 
V3 – third leaf 
V (n) – nth leaf 
VT – tasseling 

Reproductive Stages 
R1 –silking 

R2 – blister (10-14 days after silking) 
R3- milk (18-22 days after silking) 

R4- dough (24-28 days after silking) 
R5- dent (35-42 days after silking) 
R6 – physiological maturity (55-65 

days after silking) 

Problem:  Leaf Miners 
Symptomology:  Leaf 
tips white/chlorotic; 
water-soaked 
appearance 



Corn Web Page Update:  The newly updated corn Web page can be accessed at:  
www.lsuagcenter.com/grains/Corn/index.asp .   
 

This site is, we hope, easier to navigate. Any comments about the site and the new design are 
encouraged to be sent to Dr. David Lanclos at dlanclos@agcenter.lsu.edu 
The corn Web page will act as a model for the other commodity pages as they are updated. 

   GRAIN SORGHUM UPDATE 
 
 Planting is complete. Acreage appears to be down slightly; no official numbers are available. 
 
 
 
 

WHAT’S GOIN’ ON… 
 
 Web Page Update:  The wheat/oat Internet committee met with computer services in April to 
revamp those respective Web sites.  As soon as these updates are complete, they will be posted 
publicly on the LSU AgCenter Web site. Future commodity Web sites that will be updated include 
cotton, soybeans, grain sorghum, rice and sugarcane. 
   
  
 Cultivation a Potential Option for Struggling Soybeans: This article was written by Dr. 
David Y. Lanclos, soybean specialist for the LSU AgCenter. 
 
 Over the past couple of weeks, the crop situation has gone from good to poor back to good 
and now mixed, depending on where you are in the state.  Sub-tropical rainfall or monsoons in some 
situations are the topics of conversation. In south Louisiana, over the past few days more than 9 
inches of rain has fallen in some parishes, with a few isolated rainfall reports of as much as 20 
inches. Most of the heaviest rainfall has been between Interstate 10 and Highway 90. Evangeline, 
Acadia, St. Landry, Jeff Davis, Lafayette, St. Martin, Pointe Coupee, Rapides, Concordia and 
Avoyelles parishes have been hardest hit. From Alexandria northward, rainfall has been slightly less, 
with about 5 inches reported on average.   
 

As of today (May 17), our soybean crop is 60% to 70%, planted with the exception of the 
wheat acres, which will be planted in the next three to four weeks. Overall, acres are still very hard to 
assess, but soybeans and corn appear to be the predominant crops planted. A large portion of these 
soybean acres were planted between May 6 and May 11.   
 

The portion of the crop that was planted earlier is 6 to 9 inches tall and has suffered through 
cold nights and low soil temperatures.  The yellow appearance of the crop had diminished because of 
higher soil and air temperatures, but some portions of these early planted beans have begun to 
flower.   
 

The soybean crop is struggling with a couple of issues right now. Bean leaf beetle populations 
are above threshold in several of our earlier planted fields, with most of the reports coming from the 
northeast. Replant concerns caused by general lack of growth, no soil inoculant being used and 
flooding of fields are the predominant issues that need attention.   
 

In most of the state, cultivating the crop after the soils dry some would not hurt because of 
the anaerobic conditions the crop has been subjected to. Cultivation primarily benefits the soil by 



increasing aeration. According to Jay Stevens, LSU AgCenter Extension soils specialist,  if the sun 
came out tomorrow and the water was able to evaporate quickly, that would be best; if not, 
cultivation is about the only option that you have to get some oxygen in the soil and into the plant’s 
root zone. However, under the type of conditions that the crop is in now, cultivation can offer 
benefits. If fields have been inundated by subtropical rainfall, especially on lighter ground or soils 
low in organic matter, cultivating can increase root development, which can be stifled after 
compaction from heavy rains.  This increased root development may be what we need to jump start 
the crop again, he adds. 
 

To attempt to sum things up, in portions of south Louisiana, producers will consider 
replanting some fields if beans do not emerge after being planted or if fields stayed under water for 
too long. Before they make that replanting decision, they need to do stand counts on the fields and 
see exactly what type of plant populations are left.  Soybeans are pretty resilient and forgiving to a 
point, but severe water stress can be pretty hard to overcome. I am telling producers to take one field 
at a time and make the call. 
 
 

 UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
  JUNE 
  June 10 – Northeast Field Day, St. Joseph, La. 
 
  JULY 
   
  July 1 – Rice Field Day, Crowley, La. 

July 7-11 – La. Farm Bureau Convention, New Orleans 
 

  AUGUST 
 
  TBA:  Dean Lee Research Station Field Day, Alexandria, La. 
 
 

PERSONNEL 
 

STATE SPECIALISTS 
       Dr. Jack Baldwin, Professor, Entomology, Baton Rouge 
  jbaldwin@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Responsibilities:  Soybeans, Corn & Grain Sorghum 
        Dr. Clayton Hollier, Professor, Plant Pathology, Baton Rouge 
  chollier@agcenter.lsu.edu 
  Responsibilities:  Grain Sorghum & Corn 
 Dr. David Lanclos, Assistant Professor and Specialist, Dean Lee Research Station 
  dlanclos@agcenter.lsu.edu 
  Responsibilities:  Soybeans, Corn & Grain Sorghum 
 Dr. Charles Overstreet, Professor, Plant Pathology, Baton Rouge 
  coverstreet@agcenter.lsu.edu 
  Responsibilities:  Nematodes in all agronomic crops 
 Dr. Ken Whitam, Professor, Plant Pathology, Baton Rouge 
  kwhitam@agcenter.lsu.edu 
  Responsibilities:  Soybeans 
 

ASSOCIATES 



Curt J. Riche’, Research Associate, Dean Lee Research Station, Alexandria, LA 
 criche@agcenter.lsu.edu  cell phone:  318-349-6500 
Donna S. Morgan, Extension Associate, Callegari Environmental Center & Dean Lee Research 
           Station, Alexandria, LA 
 dsmorgan@agcenter.lsu.edu   cell phone:  318-349-5257 
  
PARISH AGENTS 

 

   
 

Visit our Web site:   www.lsuagcenter.com 
 
 

Louisiana State University Agricultural Center 
William B. Richardson, Chancellor 

   

Acadia Barrett Courville bcourville@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Allen Randall Bellon rbellon@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Avoyelles Carlos Smith csmith@agcenter.lsu.edu 
  Ernest Freeman efreeman@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Beauregard John Harris jharris@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Bossier Joseph Barrett jbarrett@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Caddo John B. LeVasseur jblevasseur@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Calcasieu Jerry Whatley jwhatley@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Caldwell Jimmy McCann jmccann@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Cameron Gary Wicke gwicke@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Catahoula David Neal dneal@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Concordia Glen Daniels gdaniels@agcenter.lsu.edu 
East Carroll Donna Lee drlee@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Evangeline Keith Fontenot kfontenot@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Franklin Carol Pinnell-Alison cpinnell-alison@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Iberia Jimmy Flanagan jflanagan@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Iberville   
Jeff Davis Allen Hogan ahogan@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Lafayette Stan Dutile sdutile@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Madison Mike Rome mrome@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Morehouse Terry Erwin terwin@agcenter.lsu.edu 
 Richard Letlow rletlow@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Nachitoches Charles Johnson cjohnson@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Ouachita Richard Letlow rletlow@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Pointe Coupee Miles Brashier mbrashier@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Rapides Matt Martin mmartin@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Red River Hubert Wilkerson hwilkerson@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Richland Keith Collins kcollins@agcenter.lsu.edu 
St. Landry Keith Normand knormand@agcenter.lsu.edu 
St. Martin  Alfred Guidry aguidry@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Tensas Robert Goodson rgoodson@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Vermilion Andrew Granger agranger@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Washington Henry Harrison hharrison@agcenter.lsu.edu 
West Baton Rouge Harry Laws hlaws@agcenter.lsu.edu 
West Carroll Myrl Sistrunk msistrunk@agcenter.lsu.edu 
West Feliciana James Devillier jdevillier@agcenter.lsu.edu 
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David J. Boethel, Vice Chancellor and Director 
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