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WHAT’S GOIN’ ON… 
 

*This article was written by Dr. David Y. Lanclos, assistant professor and LSU 
AgCenter extension soybean specialist. 

 
Louisiana Corn, Milo and Soybeans Almost Finished:  The 2005 cropping 

season for feedgrains could be described as peculiar if we had to sum it up in one word. We 
started out too wet, which delayed corn planting, and then went through a major drought 
that was so severe that we were a week away from actually losing some crops. Fortunately, 
the situation across the state has improved dramatically as of July 19. Intermittent rainfall 
has been received over most of the severely drought-stressed areas; however, some areas 
still need rain. The best news for feedgrains is that input costs for producers have been 
minimal for all crops thus far.   
 

Unfortunately, most of the corn crop did not receive adequate rainfall during peak 
water use growth stages (kernel filling, primarily). Because of this, the corn crop yield will 
be reduced slightly. Statewide, I estimate about a 10% yield reduction on dry land corn. The 
irrigated corn that got water early looks much better. We should be cutting corn in about 
two weeks and will see exactly what happens. In Louisiana, two problems will contribute to 
reduced yields this year: lack of nitrogen uptake early season and drought stress mid 
season. Crops are resilient and can fool you sometimes, but, when corn is only 6 feet tall 
and has been stressed for most of the season, yields will be lower. The corn crop was so 
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drought stressed in some areas that it actually was using water from the stalks to fill the 
ears. 
 

Milo acreage was reduced to 100,000, acres according to the latest USDA numbers 
released a week or so ago. This year the crop is heading unevenly, which will make 
harvesting and midge control more difficult. There is not much speculation about milo yield, 
but it will be reduced slightly because of lack of nitrogen during the early part of the season 
as well as extreme drought stress.   
 

The soybean crop has improved tremendously, even in northwest Louisiana. We 
needed rainfall over most of the state and we have received it; the soybean crop has 
excellent yield potential. We have been doing some preliminary yield estimates in some 
fields, and the numbers are positive. Most of the predicted yields have ranged from about 
35 to 70 bushels/A for the crop that will be harvested in the next three weeks. 
 

We need to discuss late-season soybean management. Just because insects as well 
as diseases have been “relatively quiet” this year, we cannot get complacent about them. 
Almost every field that I have walked this week has aerial blight and cercospera leaf blight, 
not always severe but enough to warrant spraying. Until the crop is about at R6 (which is 
when the beans in the pod are touching and moisture is around 50%), yield losses from 
insects and diseases can still occur but are lessened. Seed quality becomes more of a factor 
to consider late season than actual yield loss. 
 

Spraying for insects has been minimal. In fact, in the six soybean verification fields 
that we check weekly, we recommended the first insect application for three cornered alfalfa 
hoppers in Richland Parish this week. This means the other five fields have not received any 
insecticide application yet. The Concordia and East Carroll fields may get by with no insect 
spray this year.  Orthene or acephate was applied early to stinkbugs, and the control has 
been outstanding. We are seeing some slight population increases of stinkbugs and other 
insects; some limited insecticide applications are being made. 
Regarding fungicides, I have to commend several groups and individuals when it comes to 
how they have handled the daily barrage of rust rumors and “quasi confirmations.” I want 
to say how pleased I am with Louisiana producers, county agents, consultants and other 
industry personnel who have helped keep the calm in turbulent waters. The good news 
about soybean rust is that we are finding it, confirming it and releasing that information 
very efficiently. Most of the Louisiana crop (estimated 60% to 65%) will be out of any danger 
from rust on Friday, July 22. The remaining later planted crop will still need about four to 
five weeks before it can be classified as out of danger. This is the portion of the crop we 
must scout vigilantly. Once again, the LSU AgCenter is not recommending spraying for rust 
in addition to not spraying any fungicide at an R1 timing. 
 

Some confusion still remains as to what fungicides work best for what diseases. I am 
not going to get into the strengths and weaknesses of these compounds but rather want to 
suggest improved communication regarding this subject. I have heard of producers applying 
only triazoles (rust compounds) only over several thousand acres, thinking that these 
compounds would control cercospera, aerial blight and other pod and stem diseases. This is 
not true. They will do fine on rust if you have it. If you have questions about fungicide use 
and crop cultural practices in general please, call a county agent or a consultant. I struggle 
with producers making mistakes by spending money worthlessly on something that 
someone has sold them or just making the wrong decision because of lack of information. If 
you have questions call someone. If they do not know the answer, perhaps they will call 
someone who does.  I do it all the time. 
 
 
 
 



  Third Annual 2005 Rapides Parish / Dean Lee Research Station Field Day 
Scheduled:  This annual event is August 25 at the Dean Lee Research and Extension 
Center in Alexandria.  Two concurrent tours will be held, with speakers and a meal to 
follow.  The agenda is below: 
 
2:30 – Registration 

Showbarn 
 
3:00 – Welcome     

Dr. John Barnett, Central Region Director 
Mr. Roy Vidrine, Resident Coordinator 

 
3:10 –  Master Farmer Program 

Mrs. Donna Morgan 

6:00 – Meal (under the Showbarn) 
 
Speakers: 
Dr. David Boethel 
Vice Chancellor and LAES Director 
 
Mr. Marc Bordelon 
Director, Louisiana Boll Weevil 
Eradication 
 
 
 

 
3:20 Load trailers for concurrent tours 
Tour A – Cotton Focus Tour Tour B – Feed Grains Focus Tour  

 
3:30 – Cotton Plant Populations and 

PGR Management 
Mr. Jonathan Siebert 
Graduate Student 

3:45 – Defoliation Demonstration 
Dr. Sandy Stewart  
Associate Professor 
Weed-free Intervals and RR Flex 
Cotton Demonstration 
Dr. Steve Kelly 
Associate Professor 
RR Flex Variety Trial 
Dr. Sandy Stewart 

4:20 – RR Flex Weed Control Systems 
Mr. Derek Scroggs 
Graduate Student and Research 
Associate 

4:45 – Transgenic Insect Traits and  
Late-season Insect Management 
Dr. Ralph Bagwell, Professor 

3:30 – Wheat/Soybean Double Crop  
Research 
Dr. David Lanclos 
Assistant Professor and Feed Grains 
Specialist 
Managing wheat residue in a double 
crop system 

3:45 – Feed Grain Varieties 
Dr. David Lanclos 
2004 soybean variety performance 
and soybean verification program 

4:20 – Soybean Weed Control 
Dr. Donnie Miller 
Associate Professor of Weed Science 
Mr.  Roy Vidrine 
Professor of Weed Science 
Sequence herbicide  weed control 
options 

4:45 – Corn and Soybean Breeding 
Dr. Steve Moore, Professor 
Corn aflatoxin research and hard-
seeded soybean breeding 
 

 
 
 

SOYBEAN UPDATE  
 
 About 70% of our soybeans have passed the R6 maturity stage and should be out of 
danger if rust shows up in the next few weeks. We have seen and heard of insect 
populations building over the last few weeks but, overall, spraying has been less than 
expected for the season thus far. Yields should range from 30-70 bushels per acre, with 
irrigated soybeans faring better than the non-irrigated.   



 
 
 Sentinel Plot Reaching Maturity:  The ASR soybean sentinel plot at the Dean 
Lee Station is reaching physiological maturity and drying down. Maturity groups III, IV and 
Vs were all planted March 2, but cool, wet weather delayed emergence until about mid 
April. An adequate stand emerged, but the soybeans are definitely stunted. The Group IIIs 
have completely dried down with Group IV and Vs at R6. The MG IIIs and IVs will be 
harvested in about a week. Scouting will continue in later-planted production fields across 
the state. 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Asian Soybean Rust sentinel plot in Alexandria. 
 
Louisiana Soybean Association (LSA):  LSA is a producer-based soybean 

organization affiliated with the American Soybean Association (ASA) and the United 
Soybean Board (USB). This organization has many roles, including updating statewide 
soybean producers on current legislative and environmental issues. The LSA has 
representatives on the ASA and USB boards. This allows Louisiana issues to be brought to 
a national audience. As a member of LSA, you support local, state, national and 
international promotion and use of soybeans. Membership is available to anyone involved in 
production agriculture. Agribusiness personnel are strongly encouraged to join. For more 
information about becoming a member of LSA, please contact: 

 
   Dr. David Y. Lanclos   (318) 473.6530 office 
   8105 Tom Bowman Drive  (318) 308.5386 cell 
   Dean Lee Research Station  (318) 473.6535 fax 
   Alexandria, LA  71302  dlanclos@agcenter.lsu.edu 
 

To join online:  The Web address is www.soygrowers.com. Select membership and 
enter your information. 

 

CORN UPDATE 
 
 The corn crop is drying down rapidly; harvest has begun in very isolated areas but 
will get into full swing by next week. Moisture right now is still holding around the low to 
mid 20s. Yields are projected to be 10% down from normal because of drought stress earlier 
in the season.  

 

Group 
IIIs Group 

Vs 

Group 
IVs 

 



GRAIN SORGHUM UPDATE 
 
 As the grain sorghum crop began heading, more heading inconsistencies are being 
observed over much the state.  This will probably lead to increased desiccant use in an 
attempt to equilibrate moisture across the fields. Yield reductions of 5% to 10% are 
expected because of lack of nitrogen uptake early in the season and drought stress later.            
 
 

NOTES FROM THE FIELD 
 
 

   Keith Fontenot, Evangeline Parish:  “We have been getting some good showers the 
last few weeks that have helped our bean crop tremendously. They actually look pretty good 
right now. The northern part of the parish has seen some increase in insect pressure, 
especially those fields around cotton and rice, but overall spraying is down.” 
 
 
 
   Miles Brashier, Pointe Coupee Parish: “The recent rains have really helped the 
soybeans – they look good overall. Corn harvest has begun and yields are ranging from 150-
160 bu/ac.” 
 
 
 
 Keith Collins, Richland Parish:  “Some of the earliest planted corn is now being 
harvested. Some of our irrigated corn is cutting in the 130 bu/ac range with our non-
irrigated not faring so well. The recent showers have helped the beans considerably. Overall, 
because 70% of our crops can be irrigated, most of the fields look good.” 
 
 
 
 
 Allen Hogan, Jeff Davis Parish:  “Most of our soybean crop looks fair to good.  Our 
Group Vs are from before bloom to about R2 and Group VIs are still in the vegetative stage.   
Disease and insect pressure have been light so far.” 
 
 

LAGNIAPPE 
 
 
 *Information below was provided by Dr. Steve Harrison, LSU AgCenter wheat and oat 
breeder, and Dr. Ed Twidwell, LSU AgCenter extension forage specialist. 
 
 
 



 
 Choosing Wheat Varieties for 2005:  As we move into August, it’s time to start 
thinking about wheat varieties and wishing for cooler weather. Keep in mind that the wheat 
crop in Arkansas was very short last year because of prolonged periods of rainfall during 
the planting season; seed supplies will be limited as a result. Growers might be wise to book 
wheat seed early this year to ensure the availability of desired varieties. Wheat performance 
data for the 2004-2005 growing season can be found at:  
 
http://www.agronomy.lsu.edu/lsuwheat/rs165/rs165.html . This ‘Research 
Summary’ will be placed on the LSU AgCenter Web site at the following address in the 
near future.   
http://www.lsuagcenter.com/en/crops_livestock/crops/WheatOats/Variety+Trials++R
ecommendations/ 
 
 When choosing wheat varieties from the list of recommended varieties (table below) 
there are several important considerations. Start with the north or south Louisiana two-
year regional data table for your location (Tables 2 and 7 on the Web). Commercially 
available varieties are in boldface type. Make a short list of varieties that appear to have 
potential based on the data table appropriate for your location. Next, go to the 2005 
regional data tables (Tables 1 and 6) and single locations data tables for your location(s).  
Use these tables to narrow down your list to a few varieties. Keep in mind that test weight 
and disease resistance are also important traits. It is much cheaper to spend an extra $2 
per acre on premium seed than an extra $20 per acre on fungicides. Be sure to hedge your 
bets on large acreage by choosing several different varieties.   
 
 You may want to plant a smaller acreage of varieties that looked good last year but 
have not been tested for two years. This is a good way to get a look at new varieties, but do 
this only on small acreage. Do not plant varieties with an early heading date too early in the 
recommended planting window, to avoid greater risk of spring freeze damage caused by 
early heading. Surface drainage is always important with wheat. Contact your local 
extension agent with any questions about wheat for the 2005-06 season. 



 
 

Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service Recommended Wheat 
Varieties for 2005-2006. 

Notes 
Region 
   Brand/Variety 

Recom. 
Status *1 

Stripe 
Rust *2 

Leaf 
Rust *3 

Heading 
Date *4 

Sencor 
Reaction *5 

South Louisiana      
DK GR9108 R     
Pioneer/26R61 *6 R     
Terral LA841 R     
AGS 2000 R-1 Susceptible    
DK 1551W R-1  Susceptible Late  
Terral TV8466 R-1  Susceptible Late  
USG 3209 R-1 Susceptible Susceptible  Susceptible 
LA95135D54-2-3-C RNC     
LA95181BUB40-1 RNC     
LA95650CA22-1 RNC     
LA97113UC-124-3-B RNC     

   
North Louisiana      
AgriPro/Natchez R     
DK GR9108 R     
Pioneer/26R61 *6 R     
Terral LA841  R     
Terral TV8466 R  Susceptible   
Vigoro McIntosh R     
DK 1551W R-1  Susceptible   
Pat R-1  Susceptible   
RO 23 R-1  Susceptible   
Terral TV8450 R-1  Susceptible   
Terral TV8565 R-1  Susceptible   
USG 3209 R-1 Susceptible Susceptible  Susceptible 
LA95135D54-2-3-C RNC     
LA95181BUB40-1 RNC     
LA9560CA22-1 RNC     
LA97113UC-124-3-B RNC     
*1 R indicates the variety is recommended.  
 R-1 indicates the variety is recommended based on past performance, but failed to yield at a 

level required for a variety to be added to the recommended list and will be dropped from 
the recommended list with a second failure. 

RNC (RECOMMENDED NOT COMMERCIAL) indicates the line has performed well enough to 
be recommended but is not commercially available. 

*2 Susceptible or moderately susceptible to stripe rust and may yield substantially below the 
indicated means in some environments. 

*3 Susceptible or moderately susceptible to leaf rust and may yield substantially below the 
indicated means in some environments. 

*4 Early or late heading dates may negatively impact yield and test weight in some 
environments.  Late varieties should be planted early in planting date window and vice-
versa. 

*5 Susceptible to the herbicide Sencor (metribuzin). 
*6 This variety inadvertently omitted from testing in 2003-04 and therefore does not show up 

in two-year or three-year data tables.  It performed well in 2004-05 trials and in years 
before 2003-04. 

 
  
 
 



 

 UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

 August 
  
 3 – Iberia Parish Soybean Tour, Blanchard Brothers’ shop 
 24-25 – Summer ACE Meetings (LSU AgCenter) – Alexandria 

25 – Dean Lee Research & Extension Center Field Day- Alexandria 
  
 

 PERSONNEL 
 

STATE EXTENSION SPECIALISTS 
 

       Dr. Jack Baldwin, Professor, Entomology, Baton Rouge 
  jbaldwin@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Responsibilities:  Soybeans, Corn & Grain Sorghum 
 

Dr. Kurt Guidry, Associate Professor, Ag Economics and Agribusiness, Baton Rouge 
  kmguidry@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Responsibilities:  Soybeans and feed grain economic marketing 
 

 Dr. Clayton Hollier, Professor, Plant Pathology, Baton Rouge 
  chollier@agcenter.lsu.edu 
  Responsibilities:  Grain Sorghum & Corn 
 

Dr. David Lanclos, Assistant Professor and Specialist, Dean Lee Research and 
Extension Center, Alexandria 

  dlanclos@agcenter.lsu.edu 
  Responsibilities:  Soybeans, Corn & Grain Sorghum 
 
 Dr. Charles Overstreet, Professor, Plant Pathology, Baton Rouge 
  coverstreet@agcenter.lsu.edu 
  Responsibilities:  Nematodes in all agronomic crops 
 

Mr. Jay Stevens, Assistant Professor and Specialist, Dean Lee Research and 
Extension Center, Alexandria 

  jstevens@agcenter.lsu.edu 
  Responsibilities:  Soil fertility for all agronomic crops 
 

EXTENSION ASSOCIATES 
 
Rob Ferguson, Dean Lee Research & Extension Center, Alexandria 
 referguson@agcenter.lsu.edu  cell phone:  318.308.4191 
 
Donna S. Morgan, Callegari Environmental Center & Dean Lee Research 

& Extension Center, Alexandria 
 dsmorgan@agcenter.lsu.edu   cell phone:  318.613.9278 
  
 
 
 



 
PARISH CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

   
RESEARCH PERSONNEL 

 
Scientist Location Responsibilities E-mail Address 

Dr. James Board Dept. of Agronomy & 
Env. Mgmt., Baton Rouge 

Soybeans:  water-logging 
and other cultural practices 

jboard@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. Jason Bond Rice Research Station, 
Crowley 

Feed grain variety testing jbond@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. Don Bouquet NE Research Station, St. 
Joe 

Nutrient Mgmt., BMP, and 
variety testing 

dboquet@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. Ernie Clawson NE Research Station, St. 
Joe 

Soybeans: variety testing 
and early planting 

eclawson@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. Fangneng Huang Dept. of Entomology, 
Baton Rouge 

Corn & grain sorghum:  
insect pest management 

fhuang@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. James Griffin Dept. of Agronomy & 
Env. Mgmt., Baton Rouge 

Soybeans and corn: weed 
management 

jgriffin@agcenter.lsu.edu 
 

Parish County Agent E-Mail Address 
Acadia Barrett Courville bcourville@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Allen Randall Bellon rbellon@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Avoyelles Carlos Smith csmith@agcenter.lsu.edu 
  Earnest Freeman efreeman@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Beauregard   
Bossier Joseph Barrett jbarrett@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Caddo John B. LeVasseur jblevasseur@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Calcasieu Jerry Whatley jwhatley@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Caldwell Jimmy McCann jmccann@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Cameron Gary Wicke gwicke@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Catahoula David Neal dneal@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Concordia Glen Daniels gdaniels@agcenter.lsu.edu 
East Carroll Donna Lee drlee@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Evangeline Keith Fontenot kfontenot@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Franklin Carol Pinnell-Alison cpinnell-alison@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Iberia Jimmy Flanagan jflanagan@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Iberville Louis Lirette llirette@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Jeff Davis Allen Hogan ahogan@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Lafayette Stan Dutile sdutile@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Madison Mike Rome mrome@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Morehouse Terry Erwin terwin@agcenter.lsu.edu 
 Richard Letlow rletlow@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Nachitoches Charles Johnson cjohnson@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Ouachita Richard Letlow rletlow@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Pointe Coupee Miles Brashier mbrashier@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Rapides Matt Martin mmartin@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Red River Hubert Wilkerson hwilkerson@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Richland Keith Collins kcollins@agcenter.lsu.edu 
St. Landry Keith Normand knormand@agcenter.lsu.edu 
St. Martin  Alfred Guidry aguidry@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Tensas Robert Goodson rgoodson@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Vermilion Andrew Granger agranger@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Washington Henry Harrison hharrison@agcenter.lsu.edu 
West Baton Rouge Harry Laws hlaws@agcenter.lsu.edu 
West Carroll Myrl Sistrunk msistrunk@agcenter.lsu.edu 
West Feliciana James Devillier jdevillier@agcenter.lsu.edu 



Dr. Manjit Kang Dept. of Agronomy & 
Env. Mgmt., Baton Rouge 

Corn:  quantitative genetics 
and breeding 

mkang@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. Roger Leonard Macon Ridge Research 
Station, Winnsboro 

Grain crops:  sustainable 
IPM programs 

rleonard@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. H.J. “Rick” Mascagni Macon Ridge/NE 
Research Stations, 
Winnsboro & St. Joe 

Corn & grain sorghum: 
production and variety 
testing 

hmascagni@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. Donnie Miller NE Research Station, St. 
Joe 

Soybeans: weed control dmiller@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. Steve Moore Dean Lee Research & 
Extension Center, 
Alexandria 

Corn: breeding and aflatoxin 
Soybeans: weathering 
Coordinator for variety 
testing 

smoore@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. Boyd Padgett NE Research Station, St. 
Joe 

Small grain diseases bpadgett@agcenter.lsu.edu 
 

 
 
Dr. Jim Rabb 

 
Red River Research 
Station, Bossier 

 
Soybeans:  production and 
variety testing; water quality 

 
jrabb@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. Ray Schneider Dept. of Plant Pathology 
& Crop Physiology, Baton 
Rouge 

Soybean: pathology rschneider@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Mr. Roy Vidrine Dean Lee Research & 
Extension Center, 
Alexandria 

Agronomic crops: weed 
control 

rvidrine@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. Bill Williams NE Research Station, St. 
Joe 

Corn and grain sorghum: 
weed management 

bwilliams@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. Jim Wang Dept. of Agronomy & 
Env. Mgmt., Baton Rouge 

Soil testing, plant analysis, 
soil chemistry 

jjwang@agcenter.lsu.edu 
 

 
 

Visit our Web site:   www.lsuagcenter.com 
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