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SOYBEAN UPDATE  
 
 Crop Update:  

Louisiana Crop Situation Trying to Improve 
 

With the intercession of sunshine the past week, some improvement in overall crop health 
has been noticed.  The backlog of spraying by the aerial applicators is decreasing, and this allows 
more timely pesticide applications to be made. 
 

The grain sorghum crop is almost finished. Midge applications are still being made; the major 
concern across most fields is weeds. For example, I had a call the other day about removing large 
cocklebur from grain sorghum. There are more johnsongrass escapes in sorghum this year than I 
have seen in a while. Wherever water stood for an extended period, the grasses were allowed to take 
over. That is the primary concern. Producers have been struggling with timing of midge applications 
because of the unevenness in heading, which has been caused by the excessive rainfall also. 
 

The corn crop across the state is finally getting a chance to dry out and begin the dry down 
process. Most of the fields have some sort of problem, but I am still relatively optimistic about yield 
potential. I do not think we will have much more than about 10% to 15% loss. We have had more 
problems in corn than normal, but, even with that, some corn will be ready to harvest in two weeks. 
The latest problems involve running morningglories and rotting of some portions of the ear. Because 
of all the rainfall, some husks have been loosened to the point where moisture on the end of the ear 
rotted some kernels. This 1 or 2 inches of lost ear can add up very quickly. The worst part is that 
there is nothing we can do about it. 
 

Soybeans are a mixed bag, with more positive signs coming out of the fields every day. 
However, many fields continue to struggle in much of the state. The soybean crop south of Interstate 
10 has suffered the most. We have replanted up to three times in several of the parishes south of the 
interstate. The crop in southwest and southeast Louisiana is slightly healthier but not close to where 
we should be at this time of year. Insects and now aerial blight and cercospora are picking up. Most 
of north Louisiana has a decent to good crop. Isolated fields in some parishes are struggling, but with 
some more sunshine should continue to improve. 
 

What can we do to improve our situation? People are planting beans right now as of July 16. 
There are inherent risks in planting this late, but, if the weather turns dry and continues to be dry, 
we may not have enough moisture to get the crop out of the ground. Other problems facing soybeans 
are three-cornered alfalfa hoppers, rising stink bug populations, scalding, continued general lack of 



growth and or stunting and rapidly drying fields. We need to protect the crop that is filling pods right 
now, in other words, R5 to R6.   
 

Irrigation is not that popular a subject in Louisiana, but if you have a crop to protect from a 
yield standpoint, flushing beans or running polypipe is recommended. Remember though, smaller or 
later planted beans can be severely scalded if irrigation is not handled properly. Most of our larger 
beans can handle irrigation, even with temperatures the way they are right now. It is critical that the 
crop have enough moisture to fill out the pods that remain on the plants. 
 

Overall, we could be in worse shape, but, if we can get a couple of intermittent showers over 
the next week or so, it would drastically improve our outlook. I will get a corn report out in the next 
couple of weeks. 

 
 

*This article was written by Dr. David Y. Lanclos, asst. professor and soybean specialist, LSU 
AgCenter. 
 

Recent Complaints:  
 

 
          
  

       
 
 
 
 
 

Problem:  Premature death
 from Phytophthora   
Symptomology: Injury on 
stem base; some premature 
death on leaves; leaves have a 
bronzed appearance, especially 
on veins. 



Louisiana Soybean Association (LSA):  LSA is a producer-based soybean organization 
affiliated with the American Soybean Association (ASA) and the United Soybean Board (USB). This 
organization has many roles, including updating statewide soybean producers on current legislative 
and environmental issues. The LSA also has representatives on the ASA and USB boards. This allows 
Louisiana issues to be brought to a national audience. As a member of LSA, you support local, state, 
national and international promotion and use of soybeans. Membership is available to anyone 
involved in production agriculture. Agribusiness personnel are strongly encouraged to join. For more 
information about becoming a member of LSA, please contact: 

 
 

   Dr. David Y. Lanclos   (318) 473-6530 office 
   8105 Tom Bowman Drive  (318) 308-5386 cell 
   Dean Lee Research Station  (318) 473-6535 fax 
   Alexandria, LA  71302   dlanclos@agcenter.lsu.edu 
 
 

To join online:  The Web address is www.soygrowers.com.  Click on membership and enter 
your information. 

 
 
Insect Situation: 

 
Stink bug populations have not been very heavy in most corn fields this year. Those that are 

present, however, will begin to migrate as the corn dries down and especially after harvest begins. 
They will seek other host crops such as soybeans that are blooming and setting pods. There are no 
new recommendations for southern green and green stink bugs, but we have added two insecticides 
for brown stink bugs in soybeans. The pyrethroids Baythroid and Mustang Max are now 
recommended for brown stink bugs, but only at their maximum labeled use rates of 0.044 and 0.025 
pound active ingredients per acre, respectively. 
 

Red-shouldered stink bugs are present in soybeans in Iberville Parish and southern Pointe 
Coupee Parish. LSU AgCenter research from last year indicates that this stink bug is much harder to 
control than green/southern green stink bugs. Producers should probably use the recommended 
organophosphates or the high rates of recommended pyrethroids if red-shouldered stink bugs are 
present in large numbers. 
 

Large numbers of three-cornered alfalfa hoppers have been reported in soybeans. They are 
above threshold in many fields, and, in some fields, infestations are two to three times threshold. 
LSU AgCenter research conducted in the mid-1980s showed that this pest could reduce yield if 
populations exceed the economic threshold of one adult per sweep or three nymphs per row foot. The 
cause of this yield loss is not always obvious in the field, because the pest apparently has a subtle or 
hidden effect on pod numbers and seed weight. Nevertheless, it can reduce yield, and yield loss has 
been attributed to both adults and nymphs. The negative side to treating for three-cornered alfalfa 
hoppers is that there may be a rapid population resurgence, even if the initial control is highly 
effective. Producers should also be aware that Group V fields treated early in the reproductive stage 
for three-cornered alfalfa hoppers are likely to require further treatment in the later pod development 
stages for stink bugs or foliage-feeding caterpillars. 
 

Intrepid insecticide recently received a Section 18 label for control of salt marsh caterpillars, 
soybean loopers and armyworms in soybeans. The effective dates for this label are July 14 to 
September 30, 2004. The labeled rate range is 0.06 to 0.125 pound active insecticide per acre, or 4 to 
8 ounces of product per acre. 

 
*This article was written by Dr. Jack Baldwin, professor and entomologist, LSU AgCenter. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Weathering-resistant Soybeans: 

 
 Soybeans have thin seed coats and high oil content, making them particularly susceptible to 
deterioration by late-season rainfall after crops reach maturity.  With our proximity to the Gulf of 
Mexico, rainfall frequently delays harvest; a large portion of the crop is often damaged or lost.  
Harvested soybean acreage in 2001 was 610,000 acres and, in 2002, it was 690,000 acres.  
Approximately 20% of the crop was lost to rain-delayed harvest in 2001 and approximately 30% in 
2002. The rainfall in 2001 damaged mostly early-season Maturity Group IV varieties, and three 
hurricane systems in 2002 damaged mostly later-season Maturity Group V varieties. Using a yield 
average of 25 bushels per acre at an average price of $5.50 per bushel, we lost more than $20 million 
because of weathering in 2001 and more than $40 million in 2002. In addition, seed quality was 
relatively low in the harvested 2002 crop; damage loss averaged about 15%. 

 
 Soybean cultivars with the impermeable seed coat trait have now been developed in the LSU 
Ag Center and are being tested for potential release this fall. Yields of weathering-resistant cultivars 
and commercial checks are shown below. There is commercial interest by private companies to 
market hardseed varieties. Since almost all soybean production in Louisiana now use glyphosate-
resistant varieties, crosses between weathering-resistant lines and glyphosate-resistant lines were 
initiated this summer. We hope weathering-resistant soybean cultivars will soon become a real 
option for Louisiana producers.  
 
 
 
Yields for selected weathering-resistant (DL) cultivars and commercial checks in 2003.          
DL46   63 

P96821   63 
DL53   62 

DL72   62 
DL80   62 
DL19-1  60 
DL19-2  61 
DL77   61 
DK 5990   61 
DG 3600   54 
ASGROW 9503  51 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
  
 *This information was supplied by Dr. Steve Moore, professor of agronomy, Dean Lee 
Research Station, LSU AgCenter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CORN UPDATE 
 

 
Recent Complaints:       
 
       

 
        
 

 
 
   
 
 
 
 Crop Update:  Some parishes have begun cutting corn. Yield reductions range from 5% to 
10% below normal. Information will be updated when available.    
 
 

GRAIN SORGHUM UPDATE 
 
 Crop Update:  Harvest of grain sorghum has begun in some parishes, mainly in the delta 
and northern parishes.  Information on yields will be posted when available. 
 
 

Problem:  Corn lodging in field; lying 
down. 
 
Symptomology:  Roots pruned from 
excess water standing in fields; corn 
bending from ear weight; stalks easily 
pulled up. 



 
 

WHAT’S GOIN’ ON… 
         

New Appointment: 
 

 Dr. Jason Bond, assistant professor of agronomy, took over leadership of the rice project at 
the LSU AgCenter’s Rice Research Station in Crowley June 14. He was reared on a cotton, rice and 
soybean farm near Lake Village, Ark.  He received a B.S. in agronomy, with concentration in crop 
science, from LSU in 1997. After graduation, he began an M.S. program in weed science at LSU 
under Dr. Jim Griffin.  He completed that program in May 2000, and relocated to Fayetteville, Ark., 
where he earned his doctoral degree in agronomy at the University of Arkansas in May 2004. 

   
Dr. Bond’s duties at the Rice Research Station in Crowley include cultural management of 

rice and rotational crops, including soybeans, grain sorghum and wheat. Ongoing research includes 
experiments in rice fertilization, alternative nitrogen sources for rice, reduced tillage rice culture and 
seeding rate studies in rice, soybeans and wheat.  The project is also responsible for the Crowley 
location of the soybean, grain sorghum and wheat variety trials.   

 
 Congratulations and welcome to Dr. Jason Bond on his new appointment with the LSU 

AgCenter Rice Research Station.   
 
 Dr. Bond’s contact information is: 
 
  LSU AgCenter Rice Research Station 
  1373 Caffey Road 
  Rayne, LA  70578 
  Office Ph:  337-788-7531 
  Cell Ph:  337-296-8627 
  Fax:  337-788-7568 
  E-mail:  jbond@agcenter.lsu.edu  
 
 Relocation:  J Stevens, associate professor (soil fertility and nutrient management), relocated 

to the Dean Lee Research and Extension Center at Alexandria July 1. J was previously housed at the 
Scott Center in Winnsboro, where he had been since 2000.  J will continue to work statewide as the 
AgCenter’s soil specialist.   

 
 J’s new contact information is: 
 
  LSU AgCenter, Central Region Office 
  8208 Tom Bowman Drive 
  Alexandria, LA  71302 
  Office Ph: 318-427-4408 
  Cell Ph:  318-308-0754 
  Fax:  318-473-6503 
  E-mail:  jstevens@agcenter.lsu.edu 
  

 
  
 
 
 
 
 



UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
    
  AUGUST 
 
  August 26 - Dean Lee Research Station Field Day, Alexandria, La. 
 
   
 

PERSONNEL 
 

STATE SPECIALISTS 
 

       Dr. Jack Baldwin, Professor, Entomology, Baton Rouge 
  jbaldwin@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Responsibilities:  Soybeans, Corn & Grain Sorghum 
        Dr. Clayton Hollier, Professor, Plant Pathology, Baton Rouge 
  chollier@agcenter.lsu.edu 
  Responsibilities:  Grain Sorghum & Corn 

Dr. David Lanclos, Assistant Professor and Specialist, Dean Lee Research and Extension         
Center 

  dlanclos@agcenter.lsu.edu 
  Responsibilities:  Soybeans, Corn & Grain Sorghum 
 Dr. Charles Overstreet, Professor, Plant Pathology, Baton Rouge 
  coverstreet@agcenter.lsu.edu 
  Responsibilities:  Nematodes in all agronomic crops 
 Dr. Ken Whitam, Professor, Plant Pathology, Baton Rouge 
  kwhitam@agcenter.lsu.edu 
  Responsibilities:  Soybeans 
 

 
ASSOCIATES 
   
Donna S. Morgan, Extension Associate, Callegari Environmental Center & Dean Lee Research 
           and Extension Center, Alexandria 
 dsmorgan@agcenter.lsu.edu   cell phone:  318-349-5257 
  
PARISH AGENTS 

 

   

Acadia Barrett Courville bcourville@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Allen Randall Bellon rbellon@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Avoyelles Carlos Smith csmith@agcenter.lsu.edu 
  Ernest Freeman efreeman@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Beauregard John Harris jharris@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Bossier Joseph Barrett jbarrett@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Caddo John B. LeVasseur jblevasseur@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Calcasieu Jerry Whatley jwhatley@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Caldwell Jimmy McCann jmccann@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Cameron Gary Wicke gwicke@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Catahoula David Neal dneal@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Concordia Glen Daniels gdaniels@agcenter.lsu.edu 
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East Carroll Donna Lee drlee@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Evangeline Keith Fontenot kfontenot@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Franklin Carol Pinnell-Alison cpinnell-alison@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Iberia Jimmy Flanagan jflanagan@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Iberville Louis Lirette llirette@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Jeff Davis Allen Hogan ahogan@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Lafayette Stan Dutile sdutile@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Madison Mike Rome mrome@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Morehouse Terry Erwin terwin@agcenter.lsu.edu 
 Richard Letlow rletlow@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Nachitoches Charles Johnson cjohnson@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Ouachita Richard Letlow rletlow@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Pointe Coupee Miles Brashier mbrashier@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Rapides Matt Martin mmartin@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Red River Hubert Wilkerson hwilkerson@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Richland Keith Collins kcollins@agcenter.lsu.edu 
St. Landry Keith Normand knormand@agcenter.lsu.edu 
St. Martin  Alfred Guidry aguidry@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Tensas Robert Goodson rgoodson@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Vermilion Andrew Granger agranger@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Washington Henry Harrison hharrison@agcenter.lsu.edu 
West Baton Rouge Harry Laws hlaws@agcenter.lsu.edu 
West Carroll Myrl Sistrunk msistrunk@agcenter.lsu.edu 
West Feliciana James Devillier jdevillier@agcenter.lsu.edu 


