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WHAT’S GOIN’ ON… 
 
LOUISIANA CROP UPDATE 
Dr. David Lanclos, LSU AgCenter Specialist 

 

The 2006 Louisiana cropping year has been a tough one thus far.  Weather woes, rust 
findings and just about every disease and fertility problem have been seen in some areas of 
the state. However, the news is not all bad.  Harvesting is taking place over much of the 
state and yields are very mixed depending on which fields are being harvested. 
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For grain sorghum, there is nothing but positive news.  Yes, we did have some 
disappointing yields in fields, which received less than an inch of rain during the growing 
season, but overall the crop has been impressive.  Most fields have seen triple digit yields 
thus far and have averaged 110 to 120 Bu/A.  There have been some higher yields reported 
in the 130 to 140 range but those reports have been limited.  Because of the exceptional 
year that we have had in grain sorghum, some producers I have spoken with are thinking 
about increasing acres slightly for 2007.  The biggest advantage that grain sorghum has 
over other crops is drought tolerance.  In a year like 2006, it definitely has an advantage 
over other crops. 
 
Corn overall also had a descent year considering what the crop has gone through.  The big 
news right now is the yields coming out of central Louisiana on dry land acres.  Most folks 
are cutting in the 170 Bu/A plus category.  This is phenomenal considering the lack of 
rainfall that the crop had.  Traditionally corn’s water use is maximized during kernel fill and 
statewide we did have some rainfall during that time.  Perhaps the biggest help that the 
corn crop had this year was cooler temperatures and favorable weather during pollination.  
This weather pattern of cooler temperatures saved our crop this year.   
 
There have been little to no other problems with corn this year.  A couple of observations 
were made from this crop and that was irrigated versus non-irrigated corn and their 
respective yields.  In northeast and northwest Louisiana, fields that were not irrigated 
yielded much less than those that had been irrigated.  This is of course an obvious point 
but one that really made a difference this year.  A couple of other things I noticed was that 
specific fungicides and a particular foliar feed in some cases increased yields in non-
replicated strip trials.  I am not recommending that we all go out and put these products out 
on our corn in 2007, but that there is enough positive yield enhancement from a couple of 
these products to continue research with them in the future. 
 
Soybean harvest is in full swing statewide with the exception of southwest Louisiana.  The 
crop in the southwest still looks good, but every disease and insect that can be in fields are 
being found and treated.  There are many different things going on in central Louisiana 
including mineral deficiencies, red crown rot, charcoal rot, aerial blight, pod and stem 
blight, anthracnose, folicure damage and rust.  Once you add in insects and drought stress, 
it is difficult to determine which one of these problems was the main cause of the 
symptomology.  In most cases, it is a combination of several of these factors. 
 
Asian soybean rust has been confirmed in several parishes here in Louisiana.  It has 
officially been confirmed on soybeans in Rapides, Avoyelles, Natchitoches and Tensas and 
unofficially in St. Mary and Iberia parishes.  No new confirmations on kudzu have been 
reported in the past couple of weeks.  Weather conditions are still unfavorable for the 
disease to spread over a very wide region and there are other factors contributing to why it 
is so slow to get established.  
  
One fact that is established is that rust is here in Louisiana.  It is very difficult to scout for 
and the use of a microscope is much better than a hand lens once you find suspicious 
samples.  Many questions have been posed to me as to why the disease is not spreading.  
Here are some of the reasons.  Weather by far is the main reason.  It has been drought-like 
with very little rain over most of the state and very hot as anybody who has been outside 
can attest.  Secondly, before the first rust was confirmed in Alexandria, most of the soybean 
crop already had a stroby-based product such as Quadris or Headline applied to it.  In 
some cases, producers had applied triazole mixes such as Quilt or Stratego.  Because of 
this fact, and the late growth stage of the majority of the crop, we did not see much spread 
of the disease.  Two weeks after the initial find, fields were being desiccated for harvest.  We 
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are harvesting between five and eight thousand acres a day and that is reducing the area 
that the disease can spread also. 
 
Southwest and south central Louisiana was much later planted due to weather conditions 
and I know of producers who planted as late as July 14.  Because of this fact, the soybean 
crop is really spaced out.  Most of the remaining late beans are approaching R5 and are not 
out of danger yet but have been sprayed with a stroby/triazole mixture.  Regarding the 
second application of a fungicide, we have been very conservative in recommending a 
blanket application.  The incidences of rust that we have confirmed have been low and 
because of that a second application may not be warranted in some situations.   
 
The take home message that we have learned about rust this year is very clear.  You have to 
treat each field individually.  If money is tight, it is critical to do so as a management tool.  I 
asked frequently about which products work best and were the cheapest and I had to keep 
reminding folks that rust is just another disease out there in the “complex”.  We have had 
significant yield losses from aerial blight and cercospera that have done much more damage 
to the Louisiana crop this year than rust has.  Because of this, it is very important to 
remember that not all fungicides are created equal and you have to look at control or 
efficacy of other diseases when making that decision.  This will be very important to think 
about during the 2007 season.  In many situations, the mid-south universities had very 
limited data pertaining to the efficacy of secondary diseases and because of that fact, we 
could not recommend the use of the products for their control.  Fortunately, there is 
exceptional fungicide research being conducted with numerous products and timings 
across the mid-south this year, and we will have that data for you in the coming months. 
 
Yields for the portion of the soybean crop that have been harvested thus far have been 
mixed.  Northeast Louisiana, which usually leads the state in yield, suffered for moisture 
season long, and yields have been impacted because of it especially on dry land fields.  
Yields are ranging from about 20 to 60 Bu/A.  This is across irrigated and non-irrigated 
fields.  Central and northwest Louisiana yields are in the 20 to 45 Bu/A range.  Northwest 
Louisiana is simply burning up.  Red River, Natchitoches and Grant parishes are extremely 
dry and their crops have been impacted because of it. 
 
The most recent problem that I have been noticing statewide is paraquat being applied too 
early.  I have noticed fields across numerous parishes that received paraquat and the beans 
were not all the way out of R5.  This is a problem that we will have to try to address in the 
future.  I fully understand that when beans have green bean syndrome in which many do 
this year to some limited extent (especially the early crop) – it makes the correct timing 
more difficult.  However, the beans need to be at R7 at least before a desiccant is applied.  
Dr. Jim Griffin is continuing his research efforts on this subject and is in his second year of 
desiccant timing research. 
 
The 2006 crop year is almost up and we will have all of the data from the verification fields, 
crop demos, and commercial variety trials on the web shortly.  Please continue to check 
back with your local county agent on what data is available to make decisions on booking 
seed for 2007. 
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DEAN LEE RESEARCH EXTENSION/CENTER FIELD DAY 
 
We are currently preparing for the 4th Annual Dean Lee Research/Extension Center Row 
Crop Field Day, which will be held on Thursday, August 24, 2006 in Alexandria, LA.  
Registration will begin at 2:30PM in the new Multi-Purpose Livestock Complex located just 
south of LSUA campus off U.S. Highway 71, where Dr. John Barnett, Central Region 
Director will give the opening remarks.  The presentations given by LSU AgCenter personnel 
will cover soybean, corn, grain sorghum and cotton production.   
 
In regard to soybean, corn and grain sorghum you will have the opportunity to hear a state 
wide crop and project update from Dr. David Lanclos along with variety testing, soybean 
date of planting and aflatoxin research by Dr. Steve Moore.  Dr. Sandy Stewart will discuss 
his defoliation research work and variety testing and Dr. Ralph Bagwell will cover cotton 
pest management.  Weed control talks will be given by Dr. Donnie Miller, Mr. Roy Vidrine 
and Mr. Derek Scroggs. 
 
Following the field tour, we will meet back in the Multi-Purpose Livestock Complex to hear 
from Dr. Paul Coreil, Vice Chancellor and Extension Director LSU AgCenter and Dr. David 
Boethel, Vice Chancellor and Research Director LSU AgCenter.  At 6:30, we will enjoy a 
catered meal sponsored by numerous companies.  Please come out and join us at the Dean 
Lee Research/Extension Center Row Crop Field Day.       
 

 
 

 Louisiana Soybean Association (LSA):  LSA is a producer-based soybean 
organization affiliated with the American Soybean Association (ASA) and the United 
Soybean Board (USB). This organization has many roles, including updating statewide 
soybean producers on current legislative and environmental issues. The LSA has 
representatives on the ASA and USB boards. This allows Louisiana issues to be brought to 
a national audience. As a member of LSA, you support local, state, national and 
international promotion and use of soybeans. Membership is available to anyone involved in 
production agriculture. Agribusiness personnel are strongly encouraged to join. For more 
information about becoming a member of LSA, please contact: 

 
  Dr. David Y. Lanclos   (318) 473.6530 office 
  8105 Tom Bowman Drive   (318) 308.5386 cell 
  Dean Lee Research Station  (318) 473.6535 fax 
  Alexandria, LA  71302   dlanclos@agcenter.lsu.edu 
 

To join online:  The Web address is www.soygrowers.com. Select membership and 
enter your information. 

 
 

 UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
August 
     

8/24 – Dean Lee Research & Extension Center Annual Field Day –  
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            Alexandria, for details contact Matt Martin 
   mmartin@agcenter.lsu.edu  

  September 
 
   9/07 – Jeff Davis Field Tour – Fenton, for details contact Allen Hogan 
      ahogan@agcenter.lsu.edu  
    
   9/14 – Alternative Energy Conference – Woodworth, LA 
     

 PERSONNEL 
 

STATE EXTENSION SPECIALISTS 
       Dr. Jack Baldwin, Professor, Entomology, Baton Rouge 
  jbaldwin@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Responsibilities:  Soybeans, Corn & Grain Sorghum 
 
Dr. Kurt Guidry, Associate Professor, Ag Economics and Agribusiness, Baton Rouge 

  kmguidry@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Responsibilities:  Soybeans and feed grain economic marketing 
 

 Dr. Clayton Hollier, Professor, Plant Pathology, Baton Rouge 
  chollier@agcenter.lsu.edu 
  Responsibilities:  Grain Sorghum, Soybeans, and Corn 
 

Dr. David Y. Lanclos, Assistant Professor and Specialist, Dean Lee Research and 
Extension Center, Alexandria 

  dlanclos@agcenter.lsu.edu 
  Responsibilities:  Soybeans, Corn & Grain Sorghum 
 
 Dr. Charles Overstreet, Professor, Plant Pathology, Baton Rouge 
  coverstreet@agcenter.lsu.edu 
  Responsibilities:  Nematodes in all agronomic crops 
 

Mr. Jay Stevens, Assistant Professor and Specialist, Dean Lee Research and 
Extension Center, Alexandria 

  jstevens@agcenter.lsu.edu 
  Responsibilities:  Soil fertility for all agronomic crops 

 
EXTENSION ASSOCIATES 

Rob Ferguson, Dean Lee Research & Extension Center, Alexandria 
 referguson@agcenter.lsu.edu  cell phone:  318-308-4191 
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PARISH CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

RESEARCH PERSONNEL 
Scientist Location Responsibilities E-mail Address 

Dr. James Board Dept. of Agronomy 
& Env. Mgmt., 
Baton Rouge 

Soybeans:  water-
logging and other 
cultural practices 

jboard@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. Don Bouquet NE Research 
Station, St. Joe 

Nutrient Mgmt., BMP, 
and variety testing 

dboquet@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 
Dr. Ernie Clawson 

 
NE Research 
Station, St. Joe 

 
Soybeans: variety 
testing and early 

 
eclawson@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Parish County Agent E-Mail Address 

Acadia Barrett Courville bcourville@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Allen Randall Bellon rbellon@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Avoyelles Carlos Smith csmith@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Beauregard Mike Lavergne mlavergne@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Bossier Joseph Barrett jbarrett@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Caddo John B. LeVasseur jblevasseur@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Calcasieu Jerry Whatley jwhatley@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Caldwell Jimmy McCann jmccann@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Cameron Gary Wicke gwicke@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Catahoula David Neal dneal@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Concordia Glen Daniels gdaniels@agcenter.lsu.edu 

East Carroll Donna Lee drlee@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Evangeline Keith Fontenot kfontenot@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Franklin Carol Pinnell-Alison cpinnell-alison@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Iberia Jimmy Flanagan jflanagan@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Iberville Louis Lirette llirette@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Jeff Davis Allen Hogan ahogan@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Lafayette Stan Dutile sdutile@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Madison Mike Rome mrome@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Morehouse Terry Erwin terwin@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Richard Letlow rletlow@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Nachitoches Hubert Wilkerson hwilkerson@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Ouachita Richard Letlow rletlow@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Pointe Coupee Miles Brashier mbrashier@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Rapides Matt Martin mmartin@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Red River Hubert Wilkerson hwilkerson@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Richland Keith Collins kcollins@agcenter.lsu.edu 

St. Charles Rene’ Schmit rschmit@agcenter.lsu.edu 

St. Landry Keith Normand knormand@agcenter.lsu.edu 

St. Martin  Alfred Guidry aguidry@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Tensas Glen Daniels gdaniels@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Vermilion Andrew Granger agranger@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Washington Henry Harrison hharrison@agcenter.lsu.edu 

West Baton Rouge Harry Laws hlaws@agcenter.lsu.edu 

West Carroll Myrl Sistrunk msistrunk@agcenter.lsu.edu 

West Feliciana James Devillier jdevillier@agcenter.lsu.edu 
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planting 

Dr. Fangneng Huang Dept. of 
Entomology, Baton 
Rouge 

Corn & grain 
sorghum:  insect pest 
management 

fhuang@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. James Griffin Dept. of Agronomy 
& Env. Mgmt., 
Baton Rouge 

Soybeans and corn: 
weed management 

jgriffin@agcenter.lsu.edu 
 

Dr. Manjit Kang Dept. of Agronomy 
& Env. Mgmt., 
Baton Rouge 

Corn:  quantitative 
genetics and breeding 

mkang@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. Roger Leonard Macon Ridge 
Research Station, 
Winnsboro 

Grain crops:  
sustainable IPM 
programs 

rleonard@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. H.J. “Rick” 
Mascagni 

Macon Ridge/NE 
Research Stations, 
Winnsboro & St. 
Joe 

Corn & grain 
sorghum: production 
and variety testing 

hmascagni@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. Donnie Miller NE Research 
Station, St. Joe 

Soybeans: weed 
control 

dmiller@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. Steve Moore Dean Lee Research 
& Extension 
Center, Alexandria 

Corn: breeding and 
aflatoxin 
Soybeans: weathering 
Coordinator for variety 
testing 

smoore@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. Boyd Padgett NE Research 
Station, St. Joe 

Small grain diseases bpadgett@agcenter.lsu.edu 
 

Dr. Ray Schneider Dept. of Plant 
Pathology & Crop 
Physiology, Baton 
Rouge 

Soybean: pathology rschneider@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Mr. Roy Vidrine Dean Lee Research 
& Extension 
Center, Alexandria 

Agronomic crops: 
weed control 

rvidrine@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. Bill Williams NE Research 
Station, St. Joe 

Corn and grain 
sorghum: weed 
management 

bwilliams@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. Jim Wang Dept. of Agronomy 
& Env. Mgmt., 
Baton Rouge 

Soil testing, plant 
analysis, soil 
chemistry 

jjwang@agcenter.lsu.edu 
 

    

 
 

Visit our Web site:   www.lsuagcenter.com 
 

Louisiana State University Agricultural Center 
William B. Richardson, Chancellor 

Louisiana Agricultural Experiment Station 
David J. Boethel, Vice Chancellor and Director 
Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service 
Paul D. Coreil, Vice Chancellor and Director 

 
Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work, Acts of Congress of May 8 and June 
30, 1914, in cooperation with the United States Department of Agriculture. The Louisiana 
Cooperative Extension Service provides equal opportunities in programs and employment. 


