
 Tangipahoa Master Gardener Program Info 

Any Tangipahoa or St Helena Parish adult with a willingness to learn and a desire to help others with their 
horticulture needs can become a Louisiana Master Gardener. Master Gardeners should be interested in horticulture, 
willing to help people, outgoing, flexible, dependable, unbiased, and open-minded. Previous volunteer work and good 
verbal skills are desirable. 

The Louisiana Master Gardener program is a service and educational activity offered by the LSU AgCenter. The 
program is designed to recruit and train volunteers to help meet the educational needs of home gardeners while 
providing an enjoyable and worthwhile service experience for volunteers. 

Experienced and beginning gardeners seeking up-to-date horticultural information can advance their gardening 
expertise and gain self-satisfaction through volunteer efforts. The volunteer aspect of the Louisiana Master Gardener 
program allows individuals to dedicate their time and talents to enhancing the quality of life for citizens of their 
community by using the science and art of horticulture. It allows individuals to put into practice what they know and 
learn. 

The Master Gardener Program is divided into two parts: instruction and service. In the first part, participants 
receive 40-50 hours of intensive, practical horticultural training. Subject matter includes horticulture, plant science, pest 
control, organic gardening, fruit and nuts, lawn and turf grasses to name a few. There will be a fee to those who are 
selected for the training and the Master Gardener Association. After successfully completing the classroom portion, 
which involves regular attendance and passing the final exam, participants will then be required to complete a minimum 
40 hours of service by the end of the next calendar year to complete the last part of the program and receive their 
official title of Louisiana Master Gardener. In subsequent years, Master Gardeners are required to volunteer a minimum 
of 20 hours and attend 6 hours of AgCenter-approved continuing education programming to maintain the title of 
Louisiana Master Gardener. 

The Louisiana Master Gardener program provides invaluable training and educational opportunities. The 
program is open to all people regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion or national origin. Master 
Gardener programs are all-volunteer programs sanctioned by land-grant institutions in each state and function as an 
extension of the college or university. In Louisiana, the program is sponsored by the LSU AgCenter and is directed by the 
Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service. Master Gardeners are part of the volunteer staff of the LSU AgCenter’s 
Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service. They provide unbiased, research-based educational assistance and programs 
on consumer horticulture issues to the gardening public. 

Once we receive your application it will be reviewed. When you mail in your application, prior to the deadline, be 
sure you enclose your check for $185.00 made out to:  LSU AgCenter.  This will confirm your commitment and hold you a 
place in class. Your application will not be considered without the check.  Also, take some time to review the application 
and specify your garden interests, as well as, the available volunteer needs.  We are looking for people who have talents 
they are willing to share and that fit into our program plans. Applications must be in by August 15th to be considered for 
the class.  Thanks again for your interest. You will get a final confirmation email along with the class schedule. 

The Tangipahoa Master Gardener Volunteers are under the management and direction of the LSU Extension 
Agent, Whitney Wallace. 
Sincerely yours, 

Whitney N Wallace 
Assistant Extension Agent (ANR)
Tangipahoa Parish 
985.748.9381  
985.748.3787 (f) 
wwallace@agcenter.lsu.edu                                     

Master Gardeners share their knowledge in a number of ways 
including serving on various committees, Camellia Garden Stroll, Spring 
Garden Day, judging various 4H contests, educational presentations to 4H 
clubs, participating in Dairy Day, propagation and assisting with camellias at 
Hammond Research Station, various community and school landscaping and 
gardening projects, answer gardening questions in office, give talks to groups 
interested in horticulture, and staff informational booths at fair, festivals, 
open houses, or home shows. 

http://www.lsuagcenter.com/en/lawn_garden/master_gardener/
mailto:wwallace@agcenter.lsu.edu
http://www.lsuagcenter.com/


The LSU AgCenter is a statewide campus of the LSU System and provides equal opportunities in programs and employment.

Name: 

Address: 

City: State: LA Zip: 

Phone:  Home: Cell: Work: 

Occupation (current/past): 

E-mail: 

Year of LMG Class: E-mail notification of MG news/ events: Yes  No 

Plant Society Membership(s): 

Specific gardening 
interests/expertise: 

Are you willing to serve as an officer or board member?  Yes  No  {If Yes: (State Preference)}____________________ 

Are you willing to chair a committee?  Yes  No  {If Yes: (State Preference)}____________________ 

Are you willing to speak to groups?  Yes  No  {If Yes: (State Preference)}____________________ 

Please select some of our committee(s) you may have interest in the future of joining: 

 Education Finance Schools Gardens  Farmer's Market  Nominations 

 Communications  Membership  Projects / Speakers  Special Events 

Please identify any special skills that may benefit MG: 

 Computer  Writing  Graphic Design / Art  Photography 

 Organizational  Fund Raising  Public Speaking  Carpentry/Construction 

 Other: 

VOLUNTEER PHOTOGRAPH NOTIFICATION: Project Leaders are encouraged to document their efforts with photographs of their Master 
Gardener volunteer activities. These photos may be published on the various websites and newspapers which aim to inform our membership 
and the public about volunteer opportunities and happenings. Names may or may not be printed in association with these photos. 

____Yes, I wish to become a Louisiana Master Gardener graduate and agree to meet the annual volunteer and 
education requirements of the LSU AgCenter Master Gardener program. (Explained at the beginning of classes)

SIGNATURE: Date: 

Class Fees are $185.00 due by August 15th and delinquent on September 1 of the new class year. 

Please make your check payable to "LSU AgCenter" and send it with this completed application to: 

TPMG, P.O. Box 848, Amite, LA 70422  

 The fee of $185.00 for this program covers program costs such as handbooks, name tags, literature, and other meeting supplies. 

Date Check Received: Check #: Received By: 

Rev: 04/2016   OFFICE USE ONLY 

 All Classes will be held at either: 

LSU AgCenter, Amite Extension Office           or  LSU AgCenter Hammond Research Station 

305 East Oak St.  21549 Old Covington Hwy 

  Amite, LA 70422    Hammond, LA  70403 

TANGIPAHOA PARISH MASTER GARDENERS 

CLASS INTEREST APPLICATION 
**Class size limited to the 25 students. 

**Class begins in September and ends in November. 
**All class sessions will be held from 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
**Class fees are $185.00 due by August 15th so manuals can be ordered in time for class. 

(Communication is done strictly by email notifications.) *An Email address is required for efficient 
communication.
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