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The Lowly Little Red wiggler wormie



CHuckie D says:

"It may be doubted whether there are many other animals which 
have played so important a part in the history of the world, as have 

these lowly organized creatures."

Charles Darwin
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There are more than 3,000 species of earthworm 
on the planet, and they range in average sizes 
from.4 inches (1 centimeter) to 9 feet (2.7 meters) 
in length, although outsized monsters are routinely 
reported around the world. 

In a single hectare (2.47 acres) of land, you may 
find 500,000 to 2 million individual worms. You may 
further find that the total wet biomass of all these 
worms equals 10 times the total weight of all the 
animals living aboveground on that same plot of 
land.
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Ubiquitous and forever?
- In some northern regions of North America, there are no earthworm species around just a few hundred 

years ago. 

- That's because during the last ice age, most earthworm species native to North America died out due to the 
change in climate. 

- The earthworms you'll find today in abundance in the temperate woodlands and forests of northern North 
America are relatively recent immigrants from Europe and Asia, 

- who hitched rides in the soil attached to plants imported to North America in the 19th and 20th centuries.

- In this clime, they've flourished and spread even farther, due to humans who purchase them as fish bait and 
often release them into the wild or inadvertently give them long distance rides attached to the tread of car 
tires

https://adventure.howstuffworks.com/outdoor-activities/fishing/fish-conservation/responsible-fishing/bait-spread-disease.htm




Types of crawlies
Earthworms typically fall into one of three categories based on where in the soil they live. If you took a 
spade and dug down a couple feet into soil that's covered with a top layer of dead leaves in just about any 
temperate woodland in North America or Europe, you'd likely encounter all three classifications of 
earthworms.
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– epigeic class of earthworms (epi means "above" and geic derives from "Gaia" or "Earth"). These worms play a 
big role in decomposing leaves and other organic matter that falls to the woodland floor simply by eating it. 
Redworms, also called manure worms, are among the comparatively small epigeic earthworms, and they're 
commonly sold for use in compost piles.

– Endogeic earthworms generally move parallel to the surface, leaving horizontal burrows and eating organic 
material found only beneath the ground, like dead plant roots.

– deep-dwelling anecic class is the most familiar types of earthworms. Their burrows are strong enough that 
they tend to be permanent and can reach several feet beneath the surface. They too feed on leaf litter, but 
anecic worms pull whole leaves down into their burrows where they feed at their leisure. In a single night, 
Lumbricus terrestris -- the common European earthworm, known in the U.S. as the night crawler -- can travel as 
far as 62 feet (19 meters) along the soil surface in search of food 

https://home.howstuffworks.com/composting.htm
https://science.howstuffworks.com/innovation/edible-innovations/food.htm


It's essentially an eating (and defecating) machine. 

A mouth at the front end leads to long tube where the organic matter and dirt from the worm's diet pass through the other 
end. 

Organic matter is pushed into the crop, where food is stored, and then into a gizzard, where tiny pebbles previously eaten 
grind food for further digestion. 

The intestinal walls lined with blood vessels effused with blood by one of the aortic arches, the earthworm's five hearts. 
microbes living in the worm may attach to the dirt and remaining organic material, deposited as worm feces, called 
castings. 

https://science.howstuffworks.com/innovation/edible-innovations/food.htm


EWWW!





Da Mouf



An earthworm lacks any kind of lungs, 

Instead of inhaling and exhaling like us, the exchange of these gases in 
and out of the earthworm takes place passively through the skin. An 
earthworm can even survive submerged in water if it contains enough 
available oxygen.

https://health.howstuffworks.com/human-body/systems/respiratory/lung.htm
https://science.howstuffworks.com/environmental/earth/geophysics/h2o.htm
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Need to avoid heat necessitates staying out of the sun, earthworms 
have evolved a means of determining if the sun's out. 

They don't have eyes but they can detect light. Specialized 
photosensitive cells on the earthworm's skin convert light into electrical 
impulses that the worm senses and reacts to, moving back below 
ground or under the cover of plant matter.

https://health.howstuffworks.com/human-body/systems/respiratory/lung.htm
https://science.howstuffworks.com/environmental/earth/geophysics/h2o.htm
https://health.howstuffworks.com/diseases-conditions/death-dying/dying.htm
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– two worms line up against one another facing opposite 
directions. In this position, excreting mucous, a slime 
tube forms around both bodies, each send sperm into the 
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—  The wide band around the worm, clitellum, moves 
forward toward the mouth and collects the worms eggs in 
the mucous and passes where the sperm is kept and the 
eggs, about 20, are fertilized, deposited into the soil and 
hatch from 7-10 days. 

https://health.howstuffworks.com/pregnancy-and-parenting/pregnancy/conception/human-reproduction.htm
https://home.howstuffworks.com/vermicomposting.htm
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Long lived? From the time it emerges from its cocoon to the 
day it dies, an earthworm's life expectancy can 
vary widely, depending on the species. 

The night crawler has an average life span 
between six to nine years and has been 
reported to live up to 20. !!!!!

Red worms typically live between two and five 
years. 

Gray worms, which spend their entire lives 
beneath the soil surface, tend to live between 
1.25 and 2.6 years on average



Gardener’s bff

































My lowly little worm bin






























