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Agriculture:  Backbone of Louisiana’s Economy
This book tabulates the value of Louisiana agriculture in 2006. Agents 

and specialists of the Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service, as well as 
other agencies – both private and public – compiled the data. Their analysis 
focuses on the animal, forestry, fisheries, plant and wildlife commodities that 
comprise our vital agricultural industry. The agricultural industry continues to 
contribute significantly to the state’s economy with the potential for increased 
benefits through value-added processing. 

In 2005, Louisiana farmers, foresters, fishermen and ranchers faced 
unprecedented challenges associated with the devastation and destruction 
caused by hurricanes Katrina and Rita. Louisiana producers continue to 
adjust production and respond to the challenges, although the full effect of 
these hurricanes will not be seen for some time. 

Fortunately, some commodities were spared from extensive damage 
since their growing and harvesting seasons were generally complete by 
the time the as the storms hit the state. For others, however, production 
difficulties, starting at the time of the storms, continued through 2006 because 
of saltwater intrusion, animal losses and an infrastructure still under repair. 
The forestry industry continues to feel the effects of the storms because of 
the vast amount of timber that was damaged or destroyed. 

As in any other industry heavily dependent on weather, agriculture has 
its good years and bad years. The promise of a new year is also the promise 
of an improved production environment.  With the both the immediate and 
long-term difficulties caused by the storms of 2005, the 2006 growing 
season certainly brought the hope for improved production and marketing 
environments for the Louisiana agriculture industries. Unfortunately, the 2006 
growing season proved to be a challenging one for many producers. Following 
spring rains that delayed planting, the majority of the state experienced 
drought-like conditions. Although the dry and hot growing conditions did make 
2006 a comparatively light year for disease and insect pressure, increased 
irrigation needs resulted in soaring production costs. Adding to the difficulty 
of the 2006 season was rainfall that ranged from 10 to more than 20 inches 
during the fall which reduced production, increased quality damage and 
increased harvesting costs for many of our commodities. 

Despite the continued effects of the 2005 storms and the challenges 
faced in 2006, agricultural production for many of the state’s commodities was 
at or above five-year averages.  With slightly higher prices for many of the 
commodities grown, farmers were able to produce agricultural commodities 
valued at nearly $5.0 billion. When those commodities were processed, the 
value-added brought in nearly $5.4 billion, for a total contribution of more than 
$10.4 billion. These values do not include authorized government payments. 

Agriculture continues to be a major contributor to the state’s economy, 
and continued cutting-edge research and extension education and outreach 
will be critical to sustaining these significant economic benefits. 

Many communities depend on agriculture, forestry, fisheries and wildlife 
for their livelihood and for local jobs. The heart of agronomic agriculture is 
found in northeastern, southwestern and southern central Louisiana. Forestry 
production is mostly in the hill parishes, and the fisheries production takes 



2

Sincerely,

Vice Chancellor, LSU AgCenter, and
Director, Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service

place mostly along the coast, although the aquaculture production of catfish 
is located mainly in the northeastern Louisiana Delta. 

Agriculture, forestry and fisheries are more than a business to those 
who work in it day to day. It truly is a way of life. Families have lived on many 
of these farms, forest lands or in fishing villages for generations following a 
preferred way of life even though it means hard work, many hours, high risks 
and sometimes low incomes. 

With the expansion of the bio-fuel industry, commodity prices have 
improved for many of our commodities. With input costs continuing to be at 
historical levels, however, prices received by producers will continue to be a 
serious concern as will the 2007 Farm Bill programs that are being debated 
by policymakers. Each year brings additional risks associated with commodity 
prices, trade agreements, higher input costs, as well as potential weather-
related disasters. This makes the discovery and adoption of new agricultural 
technology developed by the LSU AgCenter more important than ever. 

Agriculture produces the food and fiber commodities that are essential 
elements for life. Without the high productivity of agriculture, many people 
would not have adequate food, clothing and lumber products needed to 
sustain their lives. Even with modern technology, many do not receive enough 
food to maintain their existence. 

Agriculture is a highly sophisticated segment of the national and world 
economy and becomes increasingly so each year. That is the reason the LSU 
AgCenter must continue to support agriculture and consumers with factual 
information provided by a well-trained faculty of extension agents, specialists 
and campus/station-based research scientists. 

Those of us in the LSU AgCenter (Louisiana Cooperative Extension 
Service and the Louisiana Agricultural Experiment Station) are proud to be 
part of Louisiana’s agricultural industry, and we look forward to continuing to 
serve that industry and the citizens across the state of Louisiana for years to 
come.
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Louisiana Summary
Agricultural And Natural Resources

2006
The statistical information in this summary is compiled from estimates made by 

extension agents of the LSU AgCenter after consulting with agricultural agency repre-
sentatives, agricultural and agribusiness leaders and others and after study of various 
reports and resource materials.

Although this material is reasonably accurate and can be used for planning and other 
general information purposes, this is not the official document of agricultural data for the 
state.  Official statistical data are gathered, summarized and published by the Louisiana 
Agricultural Statistics Service, P.O. Box 65038, Baton Rouge, LA 70896.  Reproduction or 
publication of information in this summary should acknowledge the unofficial nature of 
the statistics.

A gross value has been computed for each commodity, which in some cases includes 
a value from natural resources and, consequently, does not represent income to farmers.  
The gross value is an indicator of the commodity’s contribution to economic activity, 
but is not an indicator of farm profits.  Production costs cut heavily into profit for many 
commodities.  Even where there might have been an increase in gross income over pre-
vious years, there might have been a corresponding increase in the cost of production.

In the state summaries, the value added in marketing, processing and transportation 
is estimated to indicate the total contribution of agriculture and natural resources to the 
state’s economy.

The state summary is not an exact summation of all parish reports. Some adjust-
ments have been made, considering changes in average prices received, reports from 
statewide agricultural agencies and organizations and information from other sources.

In each parish table only the commodities that were of economic value in that parish 
in 2006 are listed.  Where the number of producers or the number of acres is omitted, 
that information was not available.  An asterisk indicates that the number was so small 
that its inclusion might have revealed confidential information on individual producers.

Within some commodity groups, such as grains, fruits and commercial vegetables, 
the total number of producers has been omitted because some producers grow several 
different crops within the group.  Adding together the producers of individual crops 
would not give a true total for the group.
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Animal Enterprises
Total farm income for all animal enterprises was $1.675 
billion for 2006, up from $1.573 billion in 2005.  Value 
added was $918.7 million.  Total value of all animal 
enterprises to the Louisiana economy was $2.594 billion.

Beef Cattle
In 2006 the beef cattle industry saw continued high prices, though the 

market weakened somewhat toward the end of the year because of higher 
feed grain prices. Cattle numbers decreased in 2006 to 475,301 from 597,362 
in 2005. The number of producers fell sharply to 10,783, down from 12,346 in 
2004. Cattle producers suffered substantial losses in the coastal parishes as a 
result of hurricanes Katrina and Rita. The repercussions of these catastrophic 
events will be felt in the beef industry of Louisiana for several years. 

Gross farm income from beef cattle was $377.6 million in 2006, up from 
$366.2 in 2005.  Cattle prices remained relatively robust throughout the much 
of the year, offsetting the decline in production.

The gross farm value of the steer sales in 2006 was $136.7 million, down 
$17 million from 2005. The value of the heifers sold in 2006 was $115.7 mil-
lion, down $8 million from 2005.

There were 53,017 cow-calf pairs sold in 2006 with a gross farm value 
of $50.4 million.  This was a slight increase over the $50.1 million in sales in 
2005. Some Louisiana producers found a niche market of developing cow-calf 
pairs to fill the need for other producers. 

The gross farm value of 72,044 cull cows sold fell from $28.2 million in 
2005 to $27.3 million in 2006. In 2006, 7,986 cull bulls sold for a gross farm 
value of $6.8 million, down from $7.3 million in 2005. 

The total value of the sales of the beef cattle industry in 2006 was $419.1 
million, up from $406.4 million in 2005; $41.5 million of this was value added. 

Dairy
Milk production was reported in 17 parishes during 2006. Three parishes 

in the southeastern part of the state and one parish in the northwestern part 
accounted for about 91% of the milk production, about 89% of the herds and 
91% of the dairy cows. The number of dairy farms declined from 268 in 2005 
to 235 in 2006. The number of milking cows decreased from 32,237 head in 
2005 to 28,764 head in 2006. Total milk production decreased from 436.6 
million pounds in 2005 to 385.9 million pounds in 2006. The on-farm value of 
milk decreased by $13.6 million in 2006 dropping from $70.2 million in 2005 
to $56.6 million in 2006 because of reduced milk production (50.7 million 
pounds fewer) and to a greater extent because of the difference in price per 
hundredweight – $1.42 less for milk produced in 2006. 

The value of cull cows, bred heifers, mature cows, breeding age bulls and 
calves was $12.2 million. The total value of milk and animal sales to Louisiana 
dairy producers was $68.8 million, down 18% from last year.

The value of milk sales from dairy goats was $6,319 in 2006, down slightly 
from $6,505 in 2005. Fifteen producers with 593 milking does produced 
25,275 pounds of goat milk, down from 29,567 pounds of goat milk last year. 
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The total on-farm value of the sale of milk from cows and goats and the 
sale of animals was $68.8 million in 2006. The total economic contribution 
from dairying in Louisiana, including milk sales, animal sales and additional 
processing was $161.2 million.

Horses
The horse industry is an important economic stimulus for Louisiana. An 

estimated 60,000 people own approximately 200,000 horses. The industry is 
composed of approximately 10% racing, 20% show or competition and 70% 
recreational horse owners. 

The race horse industry is composed of 1,333 breeders who own 12,150 
mares that produced 7,951 foals that were sold in 2006 for $63.6 million. 
These breeders own 1,605 stallions that were bred to 10,832 mares, generat-
ing income from stud fees of $27.1 million. The total income generated from 
race horse production was $90.7 million.

An additional 2,142 race horse owners owned 12,577 race horses in 
training or on the track at a value of $150.9 million. The economic impact of 
race horse owners and breeders activities in 2006 was $242 million. 

The show and competition horse industry (horse shows, barrel racing, 
cutting, roping, team penning, etc.) is composed of 2,746 breeders who own 
8,392 mares which produced 5,617 foals that were sold for $22.5 million. 
These breeders own 959 stallions that bred 6,023 mares, generating $9.0 
million in income from stud fees. The total income generated from show and 
competition horse production was $31.5 million. Another 6,216 owners com-
pete on their 13,712 horses that are valued at $68.6 million. The total impact 
of the show and competition horse industry is $100.1 million. 

A large portion of the horse industry is recreational. The horse is used 
for comfort, exercise and enjoyment. Approximately 20% or 10,590 of the rec-
reational horse owners bred 25,041 mares and sold 13,547 foals in 2006 for 
$20.3 million. These horsemen own 3,139 stallions that were bred to 9,260 
mares generating income from stud fees of $4.6 million. The total income 
from production in the recreational horse industry was $25.0 million in 2006. 
Another 24,547 recreational horse owners have 61,241 horses valued at 
$91.9 million. The total impact of the recreational horse industry is $116.8 
million. 

A total of 164,077 horses are registered in Louisiana, valued at $458.5 
million and owned by 47,526 horsemen. An additional 36,000 grade and other 
equine, owned by 12,000 people, had a $108 million impact on the economy. 
The direct impact and value of horses and horse production in Louisiana is 
more than $566 million. The average horse owner spends about $4,000 per 
year on feed, tack, equipment, veterinary supplies and medicines. This results in 
an estimated expenditure of $800 million on horses, with an estimated total 
economic impact of $1.4 billion. 

In addition to the value of horses produced and maintained in Louisiana, 
the activities of the horse industry generate a tremendous cash flow for the 
state. The four race tracks employ 3,000 people and generate expenditures of 
approximately $1 billion per year. The show and competition industry con-
ducts an estimated 500 activities per and generates $20.5 million in expen-
ditures. With the value of horses, expenditures on horses and the activities 
in which they engage, the impact of the horse industry is estimated at $2.4 
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billion per year.  A recent study by the American Horse Council estimated the 
Louisiana horse industry economic impact at $2.45 billion per year.

Poultry
Broilers and Eggs 

Poultry production continues to be the largest animal agricultural indus-
try in Louisiana and is second only to forestry in total income production 
for all agricultural commodities. In 2006, 1.04 billion pounds of broiler meat 
were produced in Louisiana. The gross farm value of these broilers was $666.7 
million in 2006. There were 468 broiler producers. Commercial broilers 
are produced in 11 parishes, including Bienville, Claiborne, Jackson, Lincoln, 
Natchitoches, Ouachita, Sabine, Union, Vernon, Webster and Winn. 

There were 156 breeder flock producers in 2006. These breeder flocks 
produced 31.2 million dozen eggs with a gross farm value of $57.7 million. 
Also, there were 58 pullet producers that produced 1.8 million pullets with a 
farm value of $14.6 million. 

There were 839 (commercial and small producers) edible egg producers 
in Louisiana in 2006. Table egg production was 23.7 million dozen eggs. The 
farm value for commercial egg production was $16.9 million in 2006. 

The gross farm value for all poultry production in Louisiana was $763.7 
million in 2006.

Ratite and Other Exotic Fowl
The sale of ratites and exotic fowl generated $500 in Louisiana in 2006. 

The decline in birds and values continued. There were five emu producers in 
2006.

Quail and Pheasants 
There were 27,115 birds produced in 2006 by 31 producers. Quail gener-

ated a gross farm value of $54,230 in 2006.

Rabbits
The production of rabbits for meat and exhibition involved 410 producers 

in 2006. There were 224 fryer producers. This facet of the industry produced 
117,639 pounds of meat.  Louisiana rabbit producers generated $103,167 in 
gross income.

Sheep and Goats
A total of 57 parishes reported sheep or goat production in 2006. Sheep 

were produced by 433 producers, a slight decrease from last year, while 1,035 
producers raised goats, an increase from last year.

Total number of lambs marketed (slaughter, feeder and club) was esti-
mated to be 5,990, down slightly from last year. Stocker sheep sold numbered 
785, up slightly from last year. Cull sheep sold were estimated at 1,374, down 
sharply from last year. Wool production was 34,498 pounds, down by 9 per-
cent from last year. 
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Total number of slaughter goats marketed was estimated to be 9,755, up 
from 8,730 slaughter goats sold last year. Stocker goats numbered 3,947 in 
2006. There were 2,546 cull goats marketed this year; down from 3,027. Goats 
sold as club/show goats numbered 2,001. 

Gross farm value for sheep was $1.0 million and for goats was estimated 
at $2.3 million, for a total of $3.3 million. Value added was $0.3 million. Total 
value of sheep, wool and goats was estimated at $3.6 million. 

Swine
Louisiana pork producers numbered 438 in 2006 compared to 429 in 

2005. St. Martin (50), Rapides (40), Vermilion (28) and Calcasieu (27) parishes 
reported the largest numbers of producers. The number of sows reported 
in 2006 was 3,613 compared to 2,712 in 2005. Show pigs, totaling 3,456 sold 
for approximately $1.0 million, about the same as 2005 when 3,402 show pigs 
sold.  Feeder pig sales of 17,266 head sold for $517,980 in 2006, slightly fewer 
head than sold in 2005.  Slaughter hog sales at 12,470 head were down from 
2005.  Total slaughter hog sales were $1.5 million.  There were 1,373 head of 
cull animals (sows and boars) sold for $219,680.  The gross farm of sales of all 
classes of swine in 2006 was $3.2 million. Value added amounted to approxi-
mately $0.8 million. Total value of all swine sales was $4.0 million in 2006.

Exotic Animals 
Exotic animal producers had gross farm sales of $137,720 in 2006, up 

from $101,875 in 2005.
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Fisheries and Wildlife
Total farm value of all fish and wildlife enterprises was 
$492.0 million in 2006. Value added was $333.9 million. 
Total value of all fishery and wildlife enterprises to the 
Louisiana economy was $825.8 million.

Aquaculture
Louisiana supports one of the most diverse aquaculture industries in the 

nation, including species and products such as crawfish, catfish, alligators, oysters, 
tilapia, baitfish, hybrid striped bass, soft-shell crawfish and crabs, ornamental fish, 
baby turtles, a variety of freshwater game fish and other minor species. Louisi-
ana’s producers continue to lead the nation in crawfish, soft crawfish, oyster, pet 
turtle and alligator sales, and new species such as saltwater baitfish and cultured 
corals are being evaluated commercially. Louisiana’s aquaculture crops exhibited 
mixed results during 2006, though overall farm value increased over 2005.

Farmed crawfish production occupied almost 130,000 acres during the 
2006 harvest season, up 10% from the previous year. In spite of widespread 
inundation from hurricane-related storm surge and backwaters, this figure was 
still fairly accurate. Many ponds that were in production in the spring of 2006 
had abundant supplies of late-season crawfish but some appeared to have suf-
fered from population failures. A total of 79.7 million pounds of crawfish were 
sold, with a value of $95.7 million, making farm-raised crawfish the state’s most 
valuable aquaculture crop.

Following several years of impressive growth in the number of farmed 
alligators produced, the industry has begun to suffer temporary reductions in 
volume because of shortages of eggs and hatchlings resulting from hurricane 
damage to nesting habitats. Nonetheless, the value of farmed alligator produc-
tion remained relatively constant with last year’s levels, with $28.2 million in 
farm-gate value, down $1.0 million from the previous year.

Pet turtle hatchling production experienced considerable market 
disruptions. Prices quoted for turtle hatchlings appear to have fluctuated wildly 
in the months leading up to 2007. A total of 60 licensed producers reported 
aggregate sales of almost 10.5 million hatchlings, with a market value of almost 
$6.8 million, up somewhat from 2005. 

Hurricanes devastated much of Louisiana’s oyster fleet, infrastructure and 
markets in late 2005, and 2006 saw the industry struggling to reorganize and re-
turn to production. Oyster production, however, continued to be an important 
component of the aquaculture industry in Louisiana, contributing $29.0 million 
in farm value. 

Minnow culture and the fish bait industries supplied $3.8 million in gross 
farm value to the aquaculture sector.

Catfish
In spite of continuing declines in acreage, Louisiana still ranks fourth among 

catfish-producing states. Pond-bank prices for farm-raised catfish showed some 
strength throughout 2006. Declines in catfish acreage and production appeared 
to have slowed significantly for the time being. Catfish acreage decreased to 
5,252 acres in ponds. Nonetheless, 25 producers sold almost 27 million pounds 
of catfish valued at $20.7 million. 
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Fisheries
The harvest of freshwater and marine fish and shellfish in Louisiana con-

tinued to be economically significant. Landings of the numerous species are 
recorded by two agencies. The Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
(LDWF) receives monthly reports from the initial buyers (processors, dealers, 
etc). Species, weight and dockside value of the landings are reported for all 
commercially harvested species. 

The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) is responsible for estimat-
ing the landings of shrimp. Local NMFS data collectors do this. 

The freshwater fisheries and marine fisheries data reflect 2005. The one-
year lag is necessary for accuracy. Real-time reports on fisheries landings are 
not available until four months after the fact, and final statistics are often six 
to seven months behind. Estimating landings for the second half of the year 
based on landings reports from the first half is inaccurate. This is the third 
year of this method of reporting fisheries landings data; therefore, data should 
not be used on a comparative basis with those of previous years. 

One final caveat is that parish totals for fisheries landings will not equal 
the state total because of legal confidentiality requirements. When fewer than 
three sources in a parish report landings of a fisheries commodity in that 
parish, the number of landings cannot be publicly released without breaking 
confidentiality requirements. Furthermore, fisheries landings are reported for 
the parish in which the fish are offloaded; not the parish in which the boat and 
its crew may be domiciled.

Freshwater Fisheries
Freshwater finfish is comprised primarily of catfish, buffalo, gar, shad 

and freshwater drum and is typically less valuable on a per-pound basis than 
marine finfish. Total freshwater finfish landings increased in value by 9% from 
2005 levels to $3.7 million on 10.4 million pounds sold. 

Catfish, the mainstay of the more valuable of freshwater species, contrib-
uted to the increased, though price per pound for catfish remained relatively 
stable. Shad, a low-value bait species that typically landed in half the amount of 
catfish, experienced a decline in landings. None of these shifts in finfish land-
ings are beyond the range of ordinary. Except for gar, most species of fresh-
water finfish were not overfished, and a minor change in demand can result in 
large upward and downward movement in landings annually. 

Freshwater crawfish landings of 14.5 million pounds in 2006 were up 
substantially from 8.2 million pounds in 2005.  Wild crawfish sales of $7.9 mil-
lion in 2006 also increased substantially from gross farm sales of $4.6 million 
in 2005. Most wild crawfish were caught in the Atchafalaya Basin, which serves 
as a spillway for floodwaters of the Mississippi River. Although wild crawfish 
compete in the marketplace with farm-raised crawfish, many consumers pre-
fer the wild product because of its larger size. The volume of the wild crawfish 
harvest is almost completely constrained by the timing and duration of the 
annual floodwater event in the Atchafalaya Basin.

Marine Fisheries
Marine food finfish landings are varied and complex, with about 120 dif-

ferent species being landed for 207 million pounds. In 2005, the top 10 species 
landed by weight were striped mullet, black drum, yellowfin tuna, red snapper, 
sheepshead, blacktip shark, king mackerel, vermilion snapper, swordfish and 
greater amberjack. 

F
IS

H
E

R
IE

S
 &

 W
IL

D
L

IF
E

E
N

T
E

R
P

R
IS

E
S



11

F
IS

H
E

R
IE

S
 &

 W
IL

D
L

IF
E

E
N

T
E

R
P

R
IS

E
S

By value, the top 10 finfish species were yellowfin tuna, red snapper, 
striped mullet, black drum, vermilion snapper, king mackerel, swordfish, bluefin 
tuna, sheepshead and greater amberjack. Total saltwater finfish landings de-
creased 8% in total value from last year to $207.2 million for 2005. 

Landings of Menhaden in 2005, a low-value, but high-volume nonfood 
finfish species, were 728 million pounds, down from 2004. Price received 
averaged 2.5 cents per pound in 2005. Menhaden oil and meal are sold on 
the world market for industrial purposes and omega-3 dietary supplements, 
among other uses, and the prices received for menhaden products is con-
trolled by the world supply of oils and meals, particularly those produced by 
the fisheries for the anchovetta of the Pacific Coast of South America. 

In 2005, about three-fifths of the oysters landed came from private aqua-
culture reefs and two-fifths from wild reefs. These figures fluctuate from year 
to year, with production from the two areas being roughly equal. Prices were 
essentially the same for oysters from the two sources. Gross value of oyster 
harvested was $29.1 million in 2005. Values used in these calculations were 7 
pounds of shucked oyster meats per sack. 

Blue crabs make up well over 99% of the Louisiana crab harvest, with 
stone crabs making up the remainder. Blue crab landings were 38.0 million 
pounds, down 14% from 44.2 million pounds in 2004. Louisiana crab landings 
normally fluctuate in the 40- to 50-million pound range. Value of harvested 
crabs of $27.6 million in 2005 was down $2 million from 2005. 

Shrimp landings were produced by six species – white shrimp, brown 
shrimp, seabobs, pink shrimp, rock shrimp and broken-neck shrimp. White 
shrimp generally provide 50%-60% of the harvest by weight and 70% by value 
in recent years. Brown shrimp contributed approximately 40% of the total 
weight and 30% of the total value of the fishery. The overall average price for 
shrimp in 2005 was $1.30, a 25% increase from the previous year. On the oth-
er hand, landings of 102 million pounds of shrimp were down from 132 million 
pounds in 2004. Shrimp landed in Louisiana had a gross value of $132.9 million 
in 2005, down from $136.7 million in 2004. Because of substantial damage to 
the shrimp industry and infrastructure from the hurricanes in 2005, landings 
and prices this year and in the coming few years will be affected, adversely and 
positively, respectively.

Fur
The 2005-2006 harvest of fur animal pelts had a gross farm value of $0.5 

million. This amount is represented by fur production only and excludes any 
value associated with meat production, predominately from raccoon and 
nutria carcasses. Animals pelted and sold totaled only 25,206 as compared to 
60,736 pelted last year.

Although every furbearer showed a decrease in numbers taken, nutria 
represented the greatest drop. Nutria pelts in 2004-2005 totaled 37,105 
while 2005-2006 numbers were down to 5,021. Nutria removals in the state 
associated with the coast-wide nutria control program (CNCP) accounted 
for 168, 843 animals being taken. This number was down from 297,535 taken 
in 2004-2005. Combining the nutria removed for the $4 incentive payment un-
der CNCP, along with the gross dollar value of all other animals pelted, yields 
$1.2 million in total value. This figure is down only slightly from $1.8 million in 
2004-2005.
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Though fewer animal pelts were sold this year than last, pelt prices in-
creased across all species, except for coyotes, which remained constant at $9 
per pelt. Average gross farm value of individual pelts, regardless of species, was 
$19.80 in 2005-2006. Raccoons accounted for the greatest number of furs 
taken (36%), with the remaining fur production coming from nutria, muskrat, 
mink, opossum, river otter, red fox, grey fox, bobcat, beaver and coyote. Pelt 
prices varied from lows of 58 cents for opossum to highs of $91 for river 
otters. The total value of fur production, including value added, in Louisiana 
during the 2005-2006 trapping season to $0.6 million.

Honey
Honey production for 2006 was down from 2005, creating some prob-

lems for the industry. The total production was 2.2 million pounds, nearly 0.3 
million pounds fewer than 2005. Gross farm value of honey was $2.0 million, 
up 40% from the previous year. 

Louisiana beekeepers lost more than 3,000 hives to the hurricanes last 
year and spent the year trying to reestablish those colonies. Assistance came 
from other beekeepers both in and out of state as well as several of the bee 
products companies. Although honey production was down, the increased 
price helped to offset the reduced production and increase the value of pro-
duction.  Along with colony losses from the hurricanes, early drought followed 
by heavy rains reduced nectar flow and plant development; these were the 
primary causes of lower production.

Mites, small hive beetles and in some localities Black bears were the major 
problems affecting honeybee colonies.A Bt formulation for wax moths (Cer-
tan) has been relabeled for use by beekeepers and may help manage this pest.

Feral colonies continue to increase and the need for beekeepers to 
remove swarms and colonies from structures is high.A list of beekeepers that 
remove bees and collect swarms can be found on the LSU AgCenter Web site: 
www.lsuagcenter.com/en/environment/insects/bees_wasps. 

Hunting Lease Enterprises
The value of recreational hunting to the state of Louisiana is seen in the 

income derived from hunting lease enterprises. The number of producers 
who leased land in the state during the 2005-2006 hunting season was 7,827. 
This figure includes 6,087 individuals who participated in upland game leasing 
(predominately for deer and turkey) and 1,740 individuals who participated in 
waterfowl leases. Acreage leased for each of these operations was 6.4 million 
for upland game and 1.7 million for waterfowl.

Gross farm values for these leases amounted to $44.8 million for upland 
game and $35.5 million for waterfowl. Average lease rates were $7 per acre 
for upland leases and $21 for waterfowl leases. Waterfowl leases averaged 
$15 per acre in the coastal areas of the state and $50 per acre in other areas. 
Leasing rates varied greatly throughout the state from $1 to $30 per acre for 
upland game leases. In all hunting lease enterprises, rates depended on loca-
tion, habitat quality and species involved. Value-added components raised the 
total economic impact of hunting leases in the state to $84.3 million, down 
slightly from $85.3 million in 2005.
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Plant Enterprises
The total value of all plant enterprises was $2.818 billion in 
2006. Value added was $4.165 billion. Total value of all crop 
enterprises to the Louisiana economy was $6.983 billion. 

Cotton
Cotton acreage was higher for both irrigated and nonirrigated cotton in 

2006. Yields on irrigated land, however, were lower than in 2005, but higher on 
nonirrigated land. In 2006, the 1,432 cotton producers grew 621,766 acres of 
cotton, up from 1,415 producers growing 600,119 acres in the previous year. 
Acres of irrigated cotton numbered 260,290, with a yield of 1,006 pounds of 
lint per acre in 2005. Acreage was up from 255,263 acres last year, and yields 
were up from 980 pounds of lint last year. The 2006 nonirrigated acreage of 
361,475 acres was up from 344,856 acres in the preceding year. The nonir-
rigated acreage yield of 885 pounds of lint was up from last year’s yield of 844 
pounds. Sales of cotton seed contributed $44.9 million in gross farm value to 
the cotton sector in 2006. Gross farm value of all cotton sales, including seed, 
was $325.0 million, up substantially from last year’s sales of $243.6 million. This 
was primarily due to greater production as prices remained weak throughout 
2006.

Feed Grains
Feed grains were grown on 394,235 acres in 2006, down somewhat from 

431,726 acres last year. Corn had the largest acreage (304,919), followed by 
grain sorghum (85,734 acres) and oats (3,582 acres). Gross farm value of all 
feed grains in Louisiana was $136.6 million, an increase of 7% over last year’s 
sales of $119.3 million. 

Corn
Corn was grown on 1,275 farms in 2006, down from 1,525 farms last year. 

In 2006, 304,919 acres of corn were harvested, with the majority of the acre-
age in northeastern Louisiana. Acreage for 2006 was down again because of 
extremely high fertilizer costs. Growing conditions for corn in 2006 were very 
difficult.  However, even with these adverse environmental conditions during 
the growing season, corn yield remained steady. Historically, Louisiana averages 
around 130 bushels per acre over irrigated and nonirrigated practices. High 
corn prices at the end of 2006, driven mainly by interest nationwide in ethanol 
production, may signal a potential increase in acreage planted to corn in 2007.

Grain sorghum
In 2006, approximately 100 fewer farmers (386) produced grain sorghum 

than last year.  Land planted to grain sorghum decreased to 85,734 acres 
statewide because of low commodity prices and high nitrogen costs. The 
sorghum crop sustained severe drought stress during the growing season but 
fared well at harvest. Sorghum yields were up this year, with the majority of 
the state harvesting 80 to 90 bushels per acre.
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Oats
Land planted to oats continued to decline in 2006, with 3,582 acres of 

oats harvested. Oat yields also declined to 64 bushels per acre from last year’s 
relatively high yield of 75 bushels per acre. Yields in 2006 were below the 72 
bushels per acre averaged over the past few years in Louisiana. 

Forestry
The projected Louisiana gross farm value of forest products increased for 

the period July 1, 2005 through June 30, 2006, which constitutes the period 
reported in the 2006 Ag Summary. This followed a significant decrease in 2005. 
The 2006 total sawlog harvest increased by 76 million board feet (5.8%) to 
a cut of 1,346,657,363 board feet. The pine sawtimber harvest increased by 
4.8% to a total statewide harvest of 1,161,957,595 board feet. The hardwood 
sawtimber harvest increased to 184,699,768 board feet (a 12.7% increase) in 
2006. Pine chip-n-saw harvested in 2006 totaled 1,064,987 cords, a decrease 
of almost 8% from 2005 totals. Over the last two years, chip-n-saw harvests 
have declined 33%. 

The 2006 Louisiana pulpwood harvest was 6,127,410 cords, up 596,382 
cords (10.2%) from 2005’s harvest. Pine pulpwood harvest increased 6.8%, 
from 4,241,394 cords in 2005 to 4,540,106 cords in 2006. Hardwood pulp-
wood harvest increased by 297,670 cords (20.7%), from 1,289,634 cords in 
2005 to 1,587,304 cords in 2006.

Stumpage prices for 2006 were lower overall than they were in 2005, 
based on statewide annual averages. Pine sawtimber prices were 1% lower in 
2006, averaging about $380 per mbf for the year. Oak sawtimber prices were 
12% lower on average around the state in 2006, at approximately $276 per 
mbf for the year. Statewide average pine pulpwood prices decreased by 14% in 
2006, reversing a 15% increase observed in 2005. Hardwood pulpwood prices 
were the only prices to increase, showing a 2% average statewide gain com-
pared to 2005 prices. For the past two years, hardwood pulpwood average 
prices have increased by 28%. Chip-n-saw prices decreased 14% on average in 
Louisiana in 2006.

 With wood-using industries and commercial timber harvesting activities 
occurring in all parishes in Louisiana, forestry benefits both urban and rural 
areas. In 2006, Louisiana’s private forest landowners received an estimated 
$668.7 million from the sale of forest timber, up 1.9% from 2005. Timber 
harvesting contractors and their employees earned $592.5 million from 
harvesting the trees and moving wood to mills. This total was up 13.3% from 
2005 levels. This income is recirculated many times throughout the economy. 
In addition, Christmas tree growers received $507,240 from the sale of trees, 
down sharply from the previous year, most likely due to hurricane impacts. 
Louisiana-produced pine straw sales made $47,500 in 2006. Louisiana’s private 
sector forest tree seedling nurseries produced a crop worth $441,700 in 
2006. 

The payroll and income derived from money generated by the forestry 
and wood products industry totaled an estimated $4.6 billion in 2006, a slight 
2.2% decrease from 2005 totals.  The gross farm income produced by all for-
estry-related products, such as timber, pine straw and Christmas trees totaled 
$1.3 billion in 2006, up slightly from $1.2 billion generated in 2005. The value 
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added through further processing and delivery was $3.6 billion, down 5.9% 
from the 2005 value added of $3.4 billion.

Fruit Crops
Blackberries

Gross farm value of blackberries increased in 2006 by 51% to $213,549. 
The primary reason for increased farm value was a 44% increase in fruit yield. 
Louisiana’s 99 growers produced 2,075 pints of blackberries per acre on 59 
acres.

Blueberries
Gross farm value of blueberries decreased in 2006 by 2% to $1.7 mil-

lion. A 6% reduction in blueberry acreage and a 15% reduction in yield were 
major factors causing this decline in blueberry gross farm value. Louisiana 
yields averaged 2,826 pounds of blueberries per acre on 300 acres harvested. 
Blueberry prices rose by 22% over last year’s prices; the second year in a row 
for blueberry prices to rise 35 cents per pound. A major factor driving up the 
price of blueberries appears to be the public’s interest in fruit, like blueberries, 
with high antioxidant levels.

Citrus
The hurricanes of 2005 reduced the Louisiana citrus industry from 1,300 

acres two years ago to 748 acres in 2006. The total gross farm value for 2006 
was $3.6 million. This was a 50% reduction in farm value from pre-hurricane 
levels. This reduction in value was due to a loss of acreage and a short citrus 
crop in 2006.

Mayhaws
Orchard mayhaw trees averaged 511 pounds per acre on 199 acres 

compared to 49 pounds per acre on 512 acres for native trees. Some of the 
orchard mayhaw acreage with older trees is starting to produce yields above 
2,000 pounds per acre. Orchard mayhaws production was unchanged from 
the previous year with just over 100,000 pounds of fruit harvested. Fire blight 
infection of blossoms prevented orchards from producing to their potential in 
2006. 

The native mayhaw harvest was light in 2006 with 25,000 pounds sold. 
Several mayhaw collecting areas were closed or had fruit harvesting restricted. 
Some mayhaw fruit buyers had a preference for orchard grown fruit which 
limited native sales in some areas. The gross farm value for mayhaws was 
$159,283 in 2006.  

Miscellaneous Fruit
Many miscellaneous fruits were planted as either small commercial plant-

ings or as backyard plantings. These crops include figs, grapes, pears, plums, 
apples and persimmons. These fruits were planted on approximately 80 acres.  
Their estimated gross farm value was approximately $80,000.
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Muscadines
Muscadine production includes fresh fruit production and commercial 

production. Louisiana growers produced 944 pounds of fresh fruit muscadines 
per acre on 49 acres. The fruit was sold at $6-$12 per gallon with an average 
of $8. The gross farm value of fresh fruit production was $368,240 in 2006.

Commercial muscadine production consisted of juice and wine produc-
tion. Commercial muscadines were grown on 17 acres and yielded 99 tons for 
a gross farm value of $31,680. The total gross farm value of muscadines was 
$0.4 million.

Peaches
Peaches were grown on 492 acres by 61 producers in 2006. Gross farm 

value was $2.8 million in 2006, a decrease of 5% from last year. The decrease 
in farm value was due primarily to a loss of 23 acres of peaches in 2006. Peach 
yields in the state averaged 143 bushels per acre. Chilling hours for many 
varieties were borderline or low for the second year in a row. Some growers 
used Dormex on high chill varieties to counteract inadequate chilling. 

Strawberries
A total of 85 producers grew 443 acre of strawberries in 2006 for a 

gross farm value of $13.2 million. The majority of the strawberry acreage 
was planted to the variety Strawberry Festival from nurseries in Canada. The 
combination of the variety and the nursery result in earlier yield for Louisiana 
growers. The early fruit bring a premium prices to the growers.

Greenhouse Vegetables 
In 2006, 17 parishes had 35 farms commercially growing greenhouse 

vegetables in 4.9 acres of greenhouse space. Acreage was down 7.5% from 
2005 levels. All production was devoted to tomatoes, except for 4,000 square 
feet of hydroponic lettuce. Estimated gross farm value of Louisiana green-
house vegetables was $1.5 million in 2006. Distribution of the industry was 
statewide, but not in hurricane flood-affected areas. All greenhouse produce 
was for fresh market sales in local markets, and much was sold direct-retail 
by growers. Energy costs have become a major factor in production costs for 
greenhouse vegetable production. Little expansion in the greenhouse industry 
is expected.

Hay Sold
Hay production for commercial sales was a limited part of the total hay 

production in Louisiana. Nevertheless, hay produced from 135 acres of alfalfa 
and 258,215 acres of grasslands was sold by 2,496 producers in 2006. Yields 
averaged 2 tons per acre from the grasslands harvested for sale and 4 tons 
per acre from the alfalfa harvested for sale. Production included 555,551 tons 
of grass hay and 535 tons of alfalfa hay. Acreage of grasslands used for com-
mercial hay production increased by about 10,000 acres over last year’s levels, 
while yields remained relatively constant. As a result, production of the 2006 
hay crop for sale was about 18,000 tons higher than that of the 2005 crop. 
Dry weather conditions persisted throughout much of the state during the 
spring and summer months, but conditions in the fall were favorable for hay 
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production. Gross farm value was $51.4 million in 2006, which was signifi-
cantly higher than the preceding year’s crop, which was valued at $33.8 million.

Hay for all uses was grown on 390,000 acres and produced 2.5 tons per 
acre, for a total production of 975,000 tons. This total production in 2006 was 
21% higher than that reported in 2005. The number of acres devoted to hay 
production in 2006 increased by 40,000 acres from last year.

Home Vegetable Gardens
The 2006 gross farm value of home vegetable gardens in Louisiana was 

estimated to be $60.5 million. As with many commodities, home vegetable 
garden production in this post-hurricane year was difficult to evaluate. Parish 
reports indicated 302,720 home gardens statewide, suggesting that garden 
interest was down 10% from last year. The reason this figure does not show 
a greater reduction in gardening is that many South Louisiana residents who 
gardened were displaced, but not removed from Louisiana. Vegetable gardening 
is a way of extending the family food budget or freeing up some limited funds. 
Every parish reported home gardens. 

Nursery Crops 
Commercial nursery crop production in 2006 had a gross farm-gate value 

of $108.0 million. Fruit and nut crop producers numbered 39 and grew crops 
with a farm-gate value of $3.4 million. Floriculture and bedding plant produc-
ers numbered 145 with crops valued at $28.0 million. Woody ornamentals 
were the largest segment of the nursery crop industry, with 454 producers 
producing an estimated farm-gate value of $71.5 million in 2006. Foliage plants 
were grown by 94 producers and had a farm-gate value of $5.0 million. With a 
value added of $55.1 million, the total value of the Louisiana nursery industry 
in 2006 was $163.0 million.

Pecans
Louisiana harvested 17 million pounds of pecans in 2006, which is 3 mil-

lion pounds above the recent state average of 14 million pounds. The crop 
consisted of 6.3 million pounds of improved pecans and 10.7 million pounds 
of native pecans. The size of the 2006 pecan crop was a pleasant surprise, 
since it normally takes two years for trees to recover from hurricanes before 
a good crop is expected. 

Summer drought reduced crop potential by reducing nut size and qual-
ity. Heavy rains in October washed away nuts, reduced nut quality because of 
water damage and delayed harvest. 

Prices were good in 2006 because of a light national crop, estimated to 
be 190.4 million pounds. Wholesale prices for natives averaged 95 cents per 
pound. Improved pecans averaged $1.30 per pound. Prices varied considerably 
because of quality, time of harvest and amount of pecans being sold. The gross 
farm value was estimated at $18.4 million, which is an increase of $13.1 mil-
lion over last year’s value.
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Rice
Rice acreage in Louisiana declined dramatically from 523,739 acres in 

2005 to 347,199 acres in 2006, a decrease of 33%. A slight decrease in acreage 
had been anticipated as a consequence of low prices; however, the change was 
compounded by Hurricane Rita, which dealt a severe blow to a number of 
rice producing parishes in Southwest Louisiana. The most severe decrease was 
in Vermilion parish, which averages around 80,000 acres harvested, but had 
only 33,543 acres in 2006. Cameron, Calcasieu and Jefferson Davis parishes 
also experienced acreage reductions that resulted from the tidal surge of Hur-
ricane Rita rendering the soil too salty for rice production.

Average yield per acre was 5,858 pounds per acre, well below the 6,105 
pounds per acre harvested in 2005. The major factor contributing to this 
decline was an epidemic of Narrow Brown Leafspot that struck the crop of 
Southwest Louisiana just as it was beginning to complete grain fill. As a result 
of this disease and poor weather conditions, all of the second crop production 
was a near total loss. The combination of lower yields and significantly fewer 
acres caused total production to drop from 32 million hundredweight last 
year to 20 million hundredweight in 2006.

The Louisiana crop was harvested by 1,181 producers, 202 fewer than 
in 2005 and the largest decrease in several years. The gross farm value was 
$181.0 million, $44 million less than the year before. The acreage decrease 
was more dramatic than the change in value because some of the loss was 
offset by the improved prices. Value added brought the total to $235.3 million. 

Rice acreage in Louisiana is expected to rebound next year to over 
400,000 acres. Some land in Southwest Louisiana will return to production, 
and some acreage in Northeast Louisiana may be shifted from rice to soy-
beans as soybean land is switched to corn. Commodity prices and fuel costs 
will determine final acreage by commodity.

Sod Production
In 2006, 25 sod farms cultivated 4,015 acres of fine turf grasses. Sod 

acreage was reported stable to slightly down from 2005. Louisiana sod farms 
were not located in storm-flooded areas. Gross farm sales were $20.1 million 
this year, down 18% from last year’s estimate. The lower sales may be due to 
many farms being oversold in 2005 and then selling everything they could cut 
to meet the rebuilding demand. This left little acreage in the field that was 
near harvest and production generally takes more than 12 months. About 60% 
of the sod acreage in Louisiana is centipede grass. The remaining acreage is 
divided among St. Augustine, Bermudas and Zoysias. With new construction 
and rebuilding as a result of the hurricanes, Louisiana sod markets continue to 
hold record prices. Markets are expected to remain very strong as construc-
tion continues from hurricane recovery. Shipping costs are expensive, so local 
sod is more competitive. Marketing is not currently a limiting factor, but supply 
is at this time.

Soybeans
Soybeans were harvested on 866,826 acres in 2006 making it the largest 

planted commodity in the state. Maturity groups III, IV and V were planted 
statewide. A state yield record was set in 2006 at 35 bushels per acre, result-
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ing in 30.0 million bushels of soybeans being produced in 2006. Gross farm 
value of soybean production in Louisiana was $175.9 million in 2006.

Soybean producers had to deal with several problems, including insects 
and multiple disease pressure, especially late in the season. Soybean rust 
was found in late August and resulted in much of the soybean acreage in the 
southern part of the state to be sprayed with a fungicide.

Sugarcane
In 2006, sugarcane was grown on 433,577 acres (a decrease of 28,933 

acres or 6.3% when compared to the 2005 crop) by 661 producers (a de-
crease of 33 producers or 4.8%) in 24 Louisiana parishes (counties). An 
estimated 403,402 acres (a decrease of 22,107 acres or 5.2%) were available 
for harvest for sugar, assuming 6.5% of the total acres were used for seed 
cane purposes. In the past, this figure was 8.0%. Approximately 60,000 tons 
of cane (3,094 acres) were left standing in the field in the Lacassine area of 
western Louisiana, since a new syrup factory slated for operation in that area 
was not ready in time to process the entire 2006 crop prior to the closure of 
the factory receiving the syrup for crystallization into “raw” sugar. Because of 
the cane left in the field in the western area of the state, the actual acreage of 
sugarcane harvested for sugar was approximately 400,308 acres. The USDA 
Farm Service Agency also reported 2,346 failed acres across the state.   

The 13 factories (12 raw sugar factories and one syrup factory) pro-
cessed 12,434,452 tons of cane (an increase of 1,648,177 tons or 15.3% 
when compared to 2005). The sugar that was produced from the Lacassine 
syrup factory was crystallized at one of the 12 raw sugar factories. In total, 
the 12 raw sugar factories produced 1,260,986 short tons of sugar (96 pol) 
(an increase of 90,687 short tons or 7.7%). Accordingly, the average yield of 
cane produced per total acre (to include acres used for seed, abandoned and 
failed) was 28.7 tons (an increase of 5.4 tons or 23.2%). The average yield of 
cane produced from each harvested acre amounted to 31.1 tons (an increase 
of 5.5 tons or 21.5%). The yield of commercially recoverable sugar produced 
per total acre averaged 5,817 pounds (an increase of 756 pounds or 14.9%). 
And sugar produced per harvested acre was approximately 6,300 pounds (an 
increase of 754 pounds or 13.6.3%). The average sugar recovery at the 12 fac-
tories was 10.14% or 203 pounds of sugar (96 pol) per ton of cane; this was 
a decrease of 15 pounds of sugar per ton of cane or a decrease of 6.9% when 
compared to the 2005 crop.

The gross farm value of $319.7 million for sugar and molasses (an in-
crease of $27.2 million over last year), was primarily due to increased yields 
of tons cane per acre and commercially recoverable sugar per acre. Gross 
farm value had continued to drop since the 2002 crop year when the state 
experienced two tropical systems prior to and during the harvest season and 
experienced losses in excess of 35%. Losses of this magnitude were again 
experienced by the industry in 2005 caused by Tropical Storm Cindy and hur-
ricanes Katrina and Rita. The gross farm value reported above represents 60% 
of the value of the sugar and 50% of the value of the molasses produced, with 
the remaining percentage going to processing and marketing. The total value of 
the sugarcane crop to Louisiana growers, processors and landlords at the first 
processing level was actually $537.8 million in 2006. The onset of allotments, 
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the gradual reduction in sugarcane acreage, the residual effect of the tropical 
systems that occurred during 2005, especially in those areas that experienced 
saltwater tidal surges, the keeping of older stubble, the reduced yield in the 
older stubbles of the leading variety, LCP 85-384, the persistent drought in 
several of the cane producing parishes, the subfreezing temperatures that 
occurred throughout the sugarcane belt the first week or more of December 
and the unprecedented late season rainfall are, undoubtedly, responsible for 
reduced yields in 2006 even though the current crop was the best in yield 
of commercially recoverable sugar per acre since the 2003 crop. Even with 
the recent reductions in gross farm value, sugarcane still ranks first in value 
amongst row crops grown in the state.

The total area planted to sugarcane of 433,577 acres for the 2006 crop 
was the smallest area since 1998 when 425,000 acres were planted. Although 
the residual effect of the 2002 and 2005 tropical systems were minimal on 
the 2006 crop, many producers still had to plough out unproductive fields 
of LCP 85-384 in the spring of 2006. Approximately 72% of the 2006 crop 
was still planted to LCP 85-384, which has shown a significant decline in yield 
each year since the 2002 crop. Further, data obtained during the last three 
years have shown this variety is very susceptible to common brown rust that 
was shown to reduce the yield of LCP 85-384 by as much as 7 tons of cane 
per acre in the heavier infected areas. The amount of plant cane continued 
to rebound in 2006 with approximately 29.8%, which, undoubtedly, helped to 
boost overall yields.  Only 41.8% of the crop was in second stubble and older; 
however, 88% of the older stubble was planted to LCP 85-384.  

The 2006 crop year was one of contrast regarding weather conditions. 
Temperature, as an average for all state reporting stations, was above normal 
for 6 of the 12 months, especially during the months of January (+6), March 
(+2) and April (+5). Only in February was the temperature below normal by 
more than 1 degree when it was 3 degrees F. For the remainder of the year, 
the average monthly temperatures did not deviate from normal by more than 
1 degree.  Rainfall, as an average for all state reporting stations, was below 
normal for 8 of the 12 months and above normal for only 4 months (February, 
July, October and December); however, two of those months were during the 
grinding season, when the industry would like to see below-normal rainfall. 
Generally speaking, with the warm and dry winter and spring weather, the 
crop was off to an excellent start; however, much of the state had droughty 
conditions that persisted well into the summer, resulting in below-normal 
growth of the crop in several areas, especially western Iberia Parish and most 
of Pointe Coupee and northern Iberville parishes. Fortunately, adequate 
rainfall in July helped provide moisture for growth for the remainder of the 
state. No tropical systems affected the crop; however, several periods of thun-
derstorms and heavy rainfall during the months of October and December 
caused much of the crop to lodge, making harvesting difficult.  Then, during the 
first nine days of December, most of the sugarcane belt experienced subfreez-
ing temperatures that ranged from lows of 25 F in Terrebonne and Lafourche 
parishes in the south to 19 F in the Iberville, Pointe Coupee, Avoyelles and 
Rapids parishes in the north.  Fortunately, most of the cane was harvested 
with the exception of the Lacassine area, albeit with lower sugar recovery as a 
result of deterioration caused by the freeze damage and loss of sugar caused 
by the excessive trash because of the wet weather.  

Because of the low field yields, especially in older stubble, and/or the cost 
of operating the combine system, many growers reverted back to harvest-
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ing by the whole-stalk or “soldier” system in an effort to reduce cost. Those 
growers with the capability to harvest by the whole-stalk system also had an 
advantage following the freeze when it was recommended that the top 12-18 
inches of the top of the stalks be removed because of freeze damage. The 
whole-stalk harvester has a positive topper, whereas the combine harvester 
has a stand-alone topper that can remove only tops in erect cane.  

Rust did not appear to be much of a factor in reduced yields during 2006, 
and many producers reported that yields of LCP 85-384 rebounded even in 
the older stubble crops. Most producers, however, have begun to plant the 
newer varieties, namely, Ho 95-988, HoCP 96-540, L 97-128, L 99-226 and L 
99-233, which have superior yield in both tons of cane per acre and commer-
cially recoverable sugar per acre when compared to LCP 85-384. There was 
only limited planting of LCP 85-384 in 2006.

Sugar prices were at their lowest level in many years (less than $20 per 
hundredweight).  Although field yields were much improved in 2006, grow-
ers and millers may still have cash flow problems because of the lower sugar 
prices. On the other hand, molasses prices were averaging over $0.40 per 
gallon and were expected to remain firm till the end of the pricing period for 
the 2006 crop.

Sweet Potato 
In 2006, Louisiana producers harvested 17,285 acres of sweet potatoes, 

slightly down from 2005. Production was estimated at 5.9 million bushels of 
both fresh and canning potatoes. The average FOB price received for the 2006 
crop was $15-$16 for a 40-pound box. Processors paid an average of $5-$6 
per hundredweight.

The 2006 planting season varied across the state. Growers in North Loui-
siana dealt with a 13-inch rain deficit for much of the summer, while growers 
in South Louisiana received considerably more rain than in recent years that 
helped with the initial establishment of the crop. Growers with irrigation capa-
bilities utilized it before and after transplanting to aid in transplant survivabil-
ity and to improve overall stands. A significant portion of the 2006 crop was 
planted early, and initial harvest reports from across the state indicated that 
producers in Louisiana were on track to have an above-average year.  

Prior to October 15, 60%-75% of the crop was harvested, but the harvest 
situation deteriorated in mid- to late October. Growers across the state were 
inundated with rainfall in October and November, with 10-20 inches in some 
production areas. The rainfall degraded harvest conditions and delayed harvest 
operations across the state. Several acres were abandoned statewide, and 
growers reported losses ranging from 20%-40%. Despite the adverse weather 
conditions and the subsequent loss of sweet potatoes in the field and in stor-
age, most growers felt that 2006 was an average year. Others, however, felt it 
was severely bad.  

The number of sweet potato producers has been significantly reduced 
in recent years. There were 159 producers in 2003, compared to only 106 in 
2006. Given the current situation, this trend likely will continue. The long-term 
effect of the weather and the market price in 2006 will largely determine the 
number of producers and the sweet potato acreage in 2007. The demand for 
sweet potatoes is increasing in domestic and foreign markets. Long-term ex-
pectations are for Louisiana producers to increase their acreage to satisfy the 
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increasing demands of more health conscious consumers and to take advan-
tage of niche markets to increase profitability

The crop had a gross farm value of $58.7 million. After marketing, pro-
cessing and shipping, the total value of the sweet potato crop exceeded 
$101.6 million.

Vegetables, Commercial
The Louisiana vegetable industry saw 2,484 growers produce more than 

30 different crops on 10,281 acres, with a gross farm value of $48.8 million 
in 2006. The leading parishes in commercial vegetable production, in terms of 
gross farm value, were Tangipahoa, Plaquemines and Union.

The leading vegetable crop in the state was tomatoes, with a gross farm 
value of $19.4 million, followed by watermelon ($4.8 million), peppers ($4.7 
million), southern peas ($4.1 million) and okra ($2.2 million). 

Most produce grown in the state is marketed by direct sales at farm-
ers’ markets or roadside stands. Direct marketing provides a simple, low-risk 
means of marketing where growers can obtain a premium price for their 
crops.

Wheat
Wheat was harvested from 110,767 acres by 427 producers in 2006, 

a slight increase from the 106,688 acres harvested in 2005. Yields for 2006 
averaged 57 bushels per acre, which was one bushel per acre higher than the 
average yield reported in 2005. Total production was 6.3 million bushels, which 
was slightly up from the 6.0 million bushels harvested last year. The gross farm 
value of the 2006 crop was valued at $25.3 million, which was significantly up 
from the 2005 crop valued at $19.6 million, primarily because of increased 
prices received by farmers.
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2006 PROGRESS REPORT

Animal Commodities
Commodity Gross Farm Value Value Added Total Value
Cattle and Calves  377,574,111  41,533,152  419,107,264 
Milk  68,807,432  92,427,303  161,234,735 
Horses  458,486,500  50,433,515  508,920,015 
Poultry  763,748,048  733,198,126  1,496,946,175 
Rabbits  103,167  9,801  112,968 
Ostrich/Ratite  500  -  500 
Quail/Pheasant  54,230  -  54,230 
Sheep  1,050,725  94,565  1,145,290 
Goats  2,260,080  203,407  2,463,487 
Swine  3,204,533  801,133  4,005,667 
Exotic Animals  137,720  -  137,720 
Total - Animal 1,675,427,046 918,701,004 2,594,128,050

Fisheries and Wildlife Commodities
Commodity Gross Farm Value Value Added Total Value
Aquaculture  185,450,353  120,542,729  305,993,082 
Freshwater Fisheries  11,620,041  9,877,035  21,497,076 
Marine Fisheries  207,202,352  196,842,234  404,044,586 
Fur Animals  499,079  113,790  612,869 
Alligators (wild)  4,968,563  2,484,281  7,452,844 
Hunting Lease Enterprise  80,263,650  4,013,183  84,276,833 
Honey  1,959,599  -  1,959,599 
Total - Fisheries/Wildlife 491,963,636 333,873,252 825,836,888

Plant Commodities
Commodity Gross Farm Value Value Added Total Value
Cotton  324,999,919  32,499,992  357,499,910 
Feed Grain Crops  136,582,141  20,487,321  157,069,462 
Forestry  1,262,187,494  3,622,478,108  4,884,665,602 
Fruit Crops  22,066,267  -  22,066,267 
Greenhouse Vegetables  1,477,577  162,534  1,640,111 
Hay, Sold  51,390,997  5,653,010  57,044,007 
Home Gardens  60,544,000  -  60,544,000 
Nursey Stock/Ornamentals  107,965,875  55,062,596  163,028,471 
Other Oilseed  2,874,197  -  2,874,197 
Peanuts  50,830  5,083  55,913 
Pecans  18,428,928  4,422,943  22,851,871 
Rice  181,032,568  54,309,770  235,342,339 
Sod Production  20,075,000  15,056,250  35,131,250 
Soybeans  175,887,373  17,588,737  193,476,110 
Sugarcane  319,656,057  218,165,259  537,821,316 
Sweet Potatoes  58,738,783  42,879,311  101,618,094 
Vegetables, Commercial  48,826,986  73,240,479  122,067,466 
Wheat  25,317,218  2,784,894  28,102,112 
Total - Plant 2,818,102,210 4,164,796,287 6,982,898,496

Total - All Commodities 4,985,492,892 5,417,370,543 10,402,863,434
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Animal Commodities - 2002-2006
Year Gross Farm Income  Value Added  Total Value
2002 $863,524,719 $475,123,380 $1,338,648,099
2003 $1,331,089,863 $789,937,261 $2,121,027,124
2004 $1,634,074,729 $949,000,668 $2,583,075,397
2005 $1,573,432,090 $854,438,463 $2,427,870,553
2006 $1,675,427,046 $918,701,004 $2,594,128,050

Fisheries and Wildlife Commodities - 2002-2006
Year Gross Farm Income  Value Added  Total Value
2002 $345,220,084 $247,394,521 $592,614,605
2003 $409,538,589 $303,389,727 $712,928,316
2004 $451,017,733 $315,204,815 $766,222,548
2005 $455,973,625 $314,910,421 $770,884,046
2006 $491,963,636 $333,873,252  $825,836,888

Plant Commodities - 2002-2006
Year Gross Farm Income  Value Added  Total Value
2002 $2,281,242,347 $3,301,419,532 $5,582,661,879
2003 $2,614,136,900 $3,412,520,048 $6,026,656,948
2004 $2,950,172,209 $4,426,996,723 $7,377,168,932
2005 $2,656,362,469 $3,885,524,818 $6,541,887,286
2006 $2,818,102,210 $4,164,796,287  $6,982,898,496

Progress Measured in Dollars for 5 years
Animal, Fisheries, Wildlife and Plant Commodities

Year Gross Farm Income  Value Added  Total Value
2002 $3,489,987,150 $4,023,937,434 $7,513,924,584
2003 $4,354,765,352 $4,505,847,035 $8,860,612,387
2004 $5,035,264,670 $5,691,202,206 $10,726,466,876
2005 $4,685,768,183 $5,054,873,702 $9,740,641,884
2006 $4,985,492,892 $5,417,370,543 $10,402,863,434

2006 PROGRESS REPORT



25

















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































PRICES OF COMMODITY PRODUCTS

The gross farm value of the commodities reported in the parish tables was computed based upon
estimated annual per-unit prices. The state average prices listed below were used for most parishes for most
commodities.  However, a parish price was used if the parish price was significantly different from the state
price.

UnitCommodity
COTTON

Lint - Irrigated
Lint - Non-irrigated
Seed - Irrigated
Seed - Non-irrigated

FORESTRY
Christmas Trees
Pine Straw
Forestry Seedlings

FRUITS
Blackberries
Blueberries
Citrus

Navels
Satsumas
Other Citrus

Figs
Mayhaws

Native
Orchard

Muscadines
Fresh
Commercial

Peaches
Pears
Strawberries

FEED GRAINS
Corn
Grain Sorghum
Oats

GREENHOUSE VEGETABLES
Tomatoes
Other

HAY FOR SALE
Alfalfa
Grass

HOME GARDENS

2006 Price

PLANT ENTERPRISES COMMODITIES

lbs.
lbs.
lbs.
lbs.

$0.48
$0.48
$0.05
$0.05

Tree
Bales (40 lbs.)
seedlings (1,000)

$40.00
$2.00

$35.00

pints
lbs.

$1.75
$1.95

bu.
bu.
bu.
lbs.

$20.00
$20.00
$20.00

$1.75

lbs.
lbs.

$1.10
$1.30

gals
tons
bu.
bu.
flats

$8.00
$320.00
$40.00
$12.00
$13.00

bu.
cwt.
bu.

$2.65
$4.69
$1.77

lbs.
lbs.

$1.35

tons
tons

$108.57
$92.40

$200.00
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UnitCommodity
NURSERY CROPS

Fruit and Nut Trees
Floraculture & Bedding Plants
Woody Ornamentals
Foliage Plants

OTHER OILSEED
Sunflowers (for oil)
Sunflowers (Confectionery)

PEANUTS
PECANS

Improved
Native

RICE
SOD PRODUCTION
SOYBEANS
SUGARCANE

Raw Sugar
Molasses

SWEET POTATOES
Canning
Fresh

VEGETABLES
Beets
Broccoli (Fresh)
Cabbage

Fresh
Processing

Cantaloupe
Carrots
Cauliflower
Collards

Fresh
Cucumber

Fresh
Pickling

Eggplant
Garlic
Irish Potatoes

Fresh
Lima Beans

Fresh
Mirliton
Mustard (Fresh)
Okra (Fresh)

2006 Price

PLANT ENTERPRISES COMMODITIES

acre
acre
acre
acre

$8,000.00
$25,000.00
$10,000.00
$10,000.00

cwt.
cwt.
lbs.

$10.22
$17.29

$0.17

lbs.
lbs.
cwt.
acre
bu.

$1.30
$0.95
$8.90

$5,000.00
$5.86

lbs.
gal.
bu. (50 lbs.)

$0.12
$0.20

$5.50
$10.75

doz. bunches
cartons (20 lbs.)

$7.00
$20.00

sacks (50 lbs.)
tons
cartons (40 lbs.)
doz. bunches
cartons (20 lbs.)

$9.00
$160.00
$17.43

$7.00
$20.00

doz. bunches $7.00

bu. (50 lbs.)
bu. (50 lbs.)
bu. (33 lbs.)
lbs.

$18.00
$3.00

$20.00
$5.00

cwt. $35.00

bu. (32 lbs.)
lbs.
doz. bunches
bu.

$35.00
$3.00
$7.00

$30.00
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FISHERIES & WILDLIFE ENTERPRISES COMMODITIES
AQUACULTURE

Crawfish (Farm)
Catfish (Farm)
Minnows
Fish bait
Alligators (Farm)
Oysters
Soft-shell Crabs
Turtles
Other Species

FRESHWATER FISHERIES
Crawfish (Wild)
Freshwater Finfish

$22.50
$22.50
$15.00

$3.50
$20.00
$12.50

$7.00
$8.00
$4.01

bu. (45 lbs.)
bu. (45 lbs.)
bu. (45 lbs.)
doz. ears
lugs (20 lbs.)
boxes (25 lbs.)
doz. bunches
cwt.
bu.

$60.00
$70.00
$15.00
$25.00
$25.00

$7.00
$7.00

$30.00
$25.00
$25.00

cwt.
cwt.
bu. (25 lbs.)
cwt.
cwt.
doz. bunches
doz. bunches
bu. (30 lbs.)
bu. (24 lbs.)
bu. (25 lbs.)

$15.00
$20.00
$25.00
$15.00
$15.00

bu. (25 lb.)
bu. (28 lb.)
cwt.
bu. (25 lb.)
bu. (25 lb.)

$30.00
$3.00

bag (50 lbs.)
lbs.

UnitCommodity
VEGETABLES

Onions
Green Onions
Peppers

Banana
Bell
Cayenne (Processing)
Chili - Anaheim (Fresh)
Hungarian Wax (Fresh)
Jalapeno
Tabasco Green (Processing)
Tabasco Red (Processing)
Yellow Hots (Fresh)

Pumpkin (Fresh)
Pumpkin - Cushaw
Radish
Shallots
Snap Beans (Fresh)
Southern Peas (Fresh)
Spinach (Fresh)
Squash (Fresh)

Yellow Squash
Zucchini Squash
Winter Squash

Sweet Corn (Fresh)
Tomatoes (Field)
Tomatoes (Green Mature)
Turnips (Fresh)
Watermelon

WHEAT

2006 Price

PLANT ENTERPRISES COMMODITIES

lbs.
lbs.
lbs.
lbs
ft.
sacks
doz
each
lbs.

$1.20
$0.77
$3.40
$7.00

$28.00
$35.00
$22.00

$0.65

lbs.
lbs.

$0.55
$0.36
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CATTLE & CALVES
Steer Calves

300-400 lbs.
400-500 lbs.
500-600 lbs.
600-700 lbs.

Heifer Calves
300-400 lbs.
400-500 lbs.
500-600 lbs.
600-700 lbs.

Yearling Cattle
600-700 lbs.
700-800 lbs.

Cow-Calf Pairs
Cull Cows
Cull Bulls

DAIRY
Dairy Cows

Milk
Bred Heifers
Adult Cows
Cull Cows
Bull Calves
Breeding Age Bulls

Dairy Goats
HORSES

Brood Mares
Race Horses
Show Horses
Recreation Horses

ANIMAL ENTERPRISES COMMODITIES

$15.00
$7.00
$0.90

acre
acre
lbs.

$1.30
$0.03
$0.72
$1.50

$19.80
$25.00

lbs.
lbs.
lbs.
lbs.
pelts
ft.

UnitCommodity
MARINE FISHERIES

Shrimp
Menhaden
Crabs
Commercial Finfish

FUR ANIMALS
ALLIGATORS (WILD)
HUNTING LEASES

Waterfowl
All Other Game

HONEY

2006 Price

FISHERIES & WILDLIFE ENTERPRISES COMMODITIES

cwt.
cwt.
cwt.
cwt.

$142.03
$123.95
$111.31
$105.75

cwt.
cwt.
cwt.
cwt.

$126.13
$115.95
$105.11
$102.48

cwt.
cwt.
pair
cwt.
cwt.

$99.95
$94.95

$950.21
$44.50
$56.37

cwt.
head
head
cwt.
head
head
Pound

$14.66
$1,735.00
$1,400.00

$45.00
$50.00

$1,100.00
$0.25

head
head
head

$8,000.00
$4,000.00
$1,500.00
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UnitCommodity
HORSES

Stud Fees
Race Horses
Show Horses
Recreation Horses

Race Horses
Show Horses
Recreation Horses

POULTRY
Broilers
Edible Eggs
Cull Hens
Breeder Flocks
Pullets

RABBITS
Fryers
Does

RATITE AND OTHER EXOTIC FOWL
Emu

QUAIL
SHEEP

Wool
Slaughter Lambs
Feeder Lambs
Show Lambs
Stocker Sheep
Cull Sheep

GOATS
Show Goats
Slaughter Goats
Stocker Goats
Cull Goats

SWINE
Show Pigs
Feeder Pigs
Slaughter Hogs
Culls

EXOTIC ANIMALS
Deer/Antelope
Llama

2006 Price

ANIMAL ENTERPRISES COMMODITIES

head
head
head
head
head
head

$2,500.00
$1,500.00

$500.00
$12,000.00
$5,000.00
$1,500.00

lbs.
doz.
lbs.
doz.
each

$0.64
$0.71
$0.06
$1.85
$8.10

lbs.
lbs.

$0.80
$0.15

each
each

$50.00
$2.00

cwt.
head
head
head
head
head

$0.25
$125.00
$100.00
$300.00
$75.00
$50.00

head
head
head
head

$250.00
$125.00
$95.00
$65.00

head
cwt.
cwt.
cwt.

$280.00
$75.00
$46.24
$40.00

head
head

$130.00
$1,000.00
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