St. Bernard Parish 
Advisory Leadership Council

March 14, 2007

St. Bernard Parish Extension Service Trailer

Minutes

Present:  Faye Shirley, LVFC member; Maxine Wilson, LVFC member, Ricky Melerine, Councilman; Nelva Muhohevac, LVFC member; Arleen Hughes, Council on Aging;  Billy Schehr, 4-H volunteer; Janice Scieneou, St. Bernard School Board;  Josh Meche, 4- H volunteer; Joni Blum, St. Bernard School Board; Judy Hoffimeter, Councilwoman and Director of Red Cross;  Lisa Smith, Red Cross; Charlie Ponstein, Past Parish President; Mary Beth Tamor, 4-H Junior Leader; Mallory Dupriest, 4-H Junior Leader; Gidget McDougall, Tourism Director; Jackie Hinkel, retired LSU AgCenter; Melanie Maas, 4-H Junior Leader; Gary Decosses, 4-H Junior Leader; Susan McNeil, Council on Aging;  Dr. Steve Mullen, Regional Director;  Wayne Burgess, 4-H Agent;  Lauren Faust, 4-H Agent, and Carolyn Leperi, FCS Agent.

Carolyn Leperi opened the meeting by welcoming everyone and ask each member to introduce themselves. She introduced the St. Bernard Extension Staff and asked each to explain their programming with the LSU AgCenter.  Dr. Mullen, Regional Director, welcomed the members and gave a brief explanation of the mission of the LSU AgCenter and how the funding is provided at the federal, state and local level.
      Carolyn Leperi explained the purpose of the meeting and gave an overview of the role of the Overall Parish Advisory Leadership Council.  As an advisory council member they will take an active roll in providing program direction for the Extension programs in St. Bernard Parish by identifying and prioritizing the needs of the people they represent. 

Advisory members were asked the following question and group discussion followed:
“Knowing what you know about the mission of the LSU AgCenter Center Cooperative Extension Service what are some of the issues facing residents of St. Bernard Parish that you feel the AgCenter can address through research –based education  programs.  
The following issues were discussed:

1.  Wetlands Education in Schools

a. Why is it happening?

b. What can youth do?

c. Can education help youth understand Coastal Erosion?
2. People Coming Back to St. Bernard.
a. What are they waiting for?

b. MRGO

c. Levees

d. Money

3.  Farmers Market/Seafood Market

e. Research Programs to compile information about how much seafood is landed in St. Bernard.

f. How to make better quality product?

g. FSA Office—local office is needed in St. Bernard Parish.

4. Where is the Parish Today?
a.  Promote that we still need help.

b. Youth share with other schools and programs.

c. Volunteer clearing place.

5. Anything we can we do to Save Agriculture/Farmers are Selling Soil to Get Money.
a. Back fill

b. Can Corporations afford it?
6. What Can Kids be Involved In?

a. Research when youth services will be back.

b. More time spent on Vista Park.

c. Ball field safe?

7. List to Avoid How not to be Ripped Off.

a. Avoid fraud.

b. List of Contractors.

c.  Better Business Bureau
d.  Bonded Insurance.

8. Parish Cleanup
a. Beautification.

b. Earth Day Programs.

c. Lean Sweep.

9. Help for Seniors

a. Safety Programs/Sheriff Office Neighborhood Watch.

b. Rebuilding information.

c. Average prices of rebuilding.

d. Checklist for rebuilding home.
10. Mental Health
                a. Red Cross
                b. Stress
                c. Grieving
After discussion the advisory members ranked the above issues in order priority-the ones they considered most important for the LSU AgCenter to work on.
 Issues:

1. What Can Kids be Involved In?  (14 votes)
2. Help for Seniors. (13 votes)

3. List to Avoid How not to get Ripped Off.  (10 votes)
4. Parish Clean-up.  (8 votes)

5. Farmers Market/Seafood Market.  (7 votes)

6. Where is the Parish Today?  (7 votes)

7. Wetlands Education in Schools.   (7 votes)
8. Anything we can do to Save Agriculture/Farmers are Selling Soil to Get Money.  (6 votes)
9. People Coming Back to St. Bernard.  (1 vote)

10. Mental Health.  (1 vote)

Carolyn Leperi thanked the members of the Advisory Leadership Council for their time, contribution and support.  She said these issues will be incorporated into the agent’s plan of work.  The meeting was adjourned and lunch was served.
