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	GNO Gardening Magazine 
	September 2024 
	In This Issue: 
	Cover photo: Bird of Paradise flowers from the garden of Troy Gaubert in Bayou Gauche, LA 
	Hey, Look at Me!  
	I  bet some of y’all have gone on vacation to a tropical destination and upon return, wanted to recreate some of that tropical feel in the home landscape. The coarse texture of large leafy plants, bright colored flowers, and a blooming season that goes on forever are some of the major characteristics that a lot of these tropical plants bring to the table. As long as protection from cold weather is a priority in the planning process, you can add a couple of tropical plants to the landscape to enjoy some of t
	Bird of Paradise flowers from Troy Gaubert in Bayou Gauche, Louisiana. 
	A thick installation of bird of paradise plants growing in Bayou Gauche, LA. Photo by Troy Gaubert 
	September Planting Guide 
	Weed of the Month 
	D ue to the heat of the summer, I was not able to work in my garden as much as I would have liked. When if finally did cool down, I was surprised to find specimens of this month’s selection growing in numerous locations. There were even some growing in containers along side of my fruit trees. Some of the plants had grown quite large and were already 6 feet tall after just a few months. It turns out that the weeds that were taking over my garden would eventually grow into large trees.  
	A fast growing Koelreuteria bipinnata growing in a local garden. Each large frond that you see is a single leaf. 
	The colorful fruit of a golden rain tree. 
	Peppers – From Sweet to Scorching – Part 3B  Pepper Diseases 
	T he American Phytopathological Society lists over 35 different diseases that have been found in the U.S. However, there are about 16 that have been reported in Louisiana. Most of these you will not encounter in your home garden but knowing what’s possible and recognizing early symptoms may help to prevent total crop loss. Following is the description and recommendations for management of the most common pepper diseases in Louisiana. 
	Pepper fruit with Anthracnose. APS photo. 
	Frogeye leaf spot. APS photo. 
	Bacterial spot lesions on pepper leaf. APS photo. 
	Seedlings with damping off lesions. APS Photo. 
	Powdery mildew on pepper leaves. Cornell University Photo. 
	Phytophthora infections on stem, roots, and leaves. APS Photo 
	Pepper stems demonstrating Southern Blight infection. University of Georgia Photo 
	Virus diseases of pepper – A: Alfalfa Mosaic; B: Cucumber Mosaic; C: Pepper Mild Mottle Virus; D: Pepper Mottle Virus; E: Potato Virus Y; F: Tobacco Etch Virus; G: Tobacco Mosaic Virus; H: Tomato Spotted Wilt Virus. APS Photos 
	 ~ Dr. Joe Willis 
	What’s Bugging You?  
	C ottony cushion scale (Icerya purchasi) is found in subtropical and tropical regions worldwide. In the United States, it is found throughout the Gulf Coast states, Florida, California, Arizona, Georgia, and the Carolinas, and was introduced from it’s native range in Australia. Cottony cushion scale is limited in range outdoors by temperatures that fall below 10°F in the winter months, but it can survive in homes and greenhouses as an overwintering refuge. Hosts include pittosporum, nandina, citrus, and man
	Cottony Cushion Scale feeding on satsuma leaves. Notice the stippling on the surface of the leaves. 
	Photo by Anna Timmerman 
	Resources:  
	A foul host of cottony cushion scale clinging to the side of a plant container.  
	Photo by Anna Timmerman 
	Bananarama 
	I f you are not a fan of the heat, then Louisiana’s Cruel Summer can certainly take a toll on weary gardeners. As the hot summer streets and pavements are burning, it may be hard to smile. It’s too close for comfort, this heat has got right out of hand…. But one plant that thrives in the summer sun is our flowering bananas. These showcase specimens are sure to draw the attention of your neighbors, perhaps causing you to hear strange voices (what did they say?) lurking around your landscape to get a better l
	The attractive flower of the Musa ornata plant. 
	A dense clump of ornamental Musa ornata banana plants. 
	Disease of the Month 
	F ig trees are a beloved tree in the Louisiana home garden. Originally from a dry and warm climate, fig trees are prone to fungal infections when grown in humid climates like ours. One of the most common diseases of fig trees along the Gulf Coast is fig rust. Fig rust generally develops late in the summer. If the disease is severe, it can cause the trees to defoliate in a few weeks. 
	Fig leaves infected with fig rust.  
	Photo by Chris Dunaway 
	Resources: 
	Clean up the dead leaves under infected trees to reduce the source of infectious fungal spores. 
	Photo by Chris Dunaway 
	In the Kitchen with Austin 
	Cucumber Salad 
	Directions:   
	Bien Manger 
	1 English cucumber 
	Help Support Horticulture programs in the           Greater New Orleans Area 
	Funding helps the LSU AgCenter agents provide help for: 
	 
	Scan the QR code above to go to the LSU Foundation donation webpage.  
	We Need Your Help 
	A bowl of fresh cucumber salad 
	Farmers Markets in the GNO Area 
	Crescent City Farmer’s Market- Mid-City 
	Orleans Parish 
	Covington Farmers’ Market 
	St. Tammany Parish 
	St. Charles Parish 
	Luling Farmer’s Market at Westbank Bridge Park-Luling 
	Gretna Farmer’s Market 
	Jefferson Parish 
	Farmers Markets in the GNO Area 
	Local Independent Garden Centers 
	Jefferson 
	Local Independent Garden Centers 
	Orleans 
	Photo by Chris Dunaway 
	Visit the Pelican Greenhouse for a large selection of plants for sale. Many of plants are propagated from cuttings, seeds, and divisions from plants already growing in the Botanical Garden.  
	Pelican Greenhouse  
	Pelican Greenhouse Plant Sales 
	September 7 & 8, 2024 
	September Checklist/Garden Tips 
	Only light pruning will be appropriate on shrubs from now on. Late, heavy pruning will stimulate growth in the fall and increase the chance of cold damage to your shrubs. Remember, spring flowering shrubs and gardenias, hydrangeas, sasanquas and camellias have already set their flower buds. Any pruning now will remove flower buds and reduce the display. 
	Many summer weeds are setting seeds now. Do not let this happen! Pull these weeds and dispose of them to reduce weed problems next year.  
	From now until next spring, do not apply fertilizers containing nitrogen to most landscape plants. Fertilizing trees, shrubs, lawns and ground covers with nitrogen in the fall can reduce the hardiness of some plants and promote winter injury. 
	Control caterpillar problems on ornamentals with a pesticide containing BT, spinosad or carbaryl (Sevin). BT is a bacterium that only attacks caterpillars and is harmless to other organisms. It is essentially non toxic and is appropriate for use by organic gardeners. Spinosad is also organic. Make applications before damage is too extensive, and make sure the damage is fresh and the caterpillars are still active before you treat. Keep these materials well away from butterfly garden areas. They are also toxi
	Evaluate caladium plantings. When the plants begin to look tired and less attractive and about two-thirds of the leaves have fallen over, it’s time to dig the tubers. Caladiums may return the next year if left in the ground, but it is more relia-ble to dig them and store them indoors over the winter. Dig the tubers carefully leaving the foliage attached. Spread out in a well ventilated area to dry. When the foliage is dry and brown, remove it from the tubers and store them in paper or net bags indoors. 
	Plant petunias into the garden now for blooms this fall and next spring. Petunias, snapdragons, nicotiana, calendula and dianthus are among the more heat tolerant cool season bedding plants, and can be planted earlier than more heat sensitive plants such as pansies. 
	Mail order spring bulbs in time for them to arrive in October or November. Bulbs are also readily available in local nurseries now. You can go ahead and purchase them, but there is no hurry to plant them. 
	It is time to divide and transplant Louisiana irises, Easter lilies, and calla lilies. Louisiana irises generally do best when divided every three years.  
	Water your vegetable and flower gardens deeply and thoroughly once or twice a week during dry weather. When a good rain occurs (one-half to one inch), adjust your watering schedule accordingly. A daily watering is not recommend-ed for established plants. It increases diseases and encourages a shallow root system. Newly seeded beds, however, should be watered daily until the seeds come up. New transplants also need to be watered more frequently. And plants in containers may need to be watered everyday. 
	Remove the canes from blackberry bushes that produced fruit this summer. They will not produce again. Vegetative canes may be tipped back to control their growth  
	Mulches may have decayed and thinned out over the summer. Replenish mulch layers with fresh material to maintain about a two to three inch thickness. Ideally, use what you can get for free – such as leaves, dry grass clippings or pine straw. If you prefer the appearance of a purchased mulch, put down an inch or two of leaves, dry grass clippings or pine straw, and then top it off with an about an inch of your favorite purchased mulch. This will save you money and still give you the look you like. Cypress le
	The hurricane season is kicking into high gear now, and if you haven’t already done so, its time to look over your landscape. In particular, shade trees in the landscape should be carefully evaluated to make sure they are in good shape. Dead branches must be pruned off and dead trees removed entirely. 
	Do’s: 
	Your Local Extension Office is Here to Help 
	Will Afton   
	To subscribe to this newsletter please send a request to GNOGardening@agcenter.lsu.edu.  
	Lawn Care Do’s & Don’t’s 
	GNO Gardening Magazine published by Chris Dunaway 
	The LSU AgCenter and LSU provide equal opportunities in programs and employment. 


