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Why adopt a complete
streets plan?

All roads need occasional resurfacing or reconstruction. Some projects on state-owned roads
even include historic main streets. Depending on the type of improvement being made, DOTD
is required to work with the local entity to check for the existence of an adopted Complete
Streets plan. If a plan exists, DOTD will be guided by a locally adopted Complete Streets plan
when developing a project's scope (with some exceptions) and will pay for 100% of the costs as
long as the plan does not increase the costs of a project by more than 20%. If the cost is more
than 20%, the local entity can pay the overage if they want bike, pedestrian, and/or transit
elements included. If there is an overage, the local entity should check if the overage is eligible
to be covered by other funding sources within DOTD, such as the Highway Safety Improvement
Program (including the Local Road Safety Program and the Safe Routes to Public Places
Program), the Urban Systems Program, or the Transportation Alternatives Program. If
improvements are made outside of the curb (e.g., new sidewalks), the local entity assumes
maintenance and liability through an agreement with DOTD.

Louisiana DOTD Complete Streets Plan Definition
Louisiana DOTD defines a Complete Streets plan as a plan adopted by local government by
formal resolution or signature by mayor, parish president, or police jury that addresses the local
community’s bicycle, pedestrian, and/or transit facilities. At a minimum this plan shall include:

1) A map with the labeled roadways within the local area with the different types of bicycle, 
   pedestrian, and transit infrastructure labeled, such as:

a) Transportation or recreation 
b) Bicycle lane, cycle track, sidewalk, on street facility, 
    shelter, shared use path, side path, etc. 

2) A description of the facility types and how they provide 
    a transportation network for non-motorized traffic. 

3) A list of the state and local routes with the proposed 
    infrastructure improvements identified. 

This plan shall be used to assist the DOTD in determining the
appropriate infrastructure for each construction project within
the local community.  
       
Source: EDSM_II_2_1_14.pdf (la.gov)
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