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Rabbiteye Blueberries
Vaccinium ashei

Overall Ease-of-Care Ratings
Insect and Disease Pest Control: Easy
Climatic Adaptation: Good
Pruning and Training: Moderate
Pollination Requirements: Cross-pollution
Chilling Requirement: 300-700 hours
Adaptation to Hot/Humid Conditions: Good
Cold Hardiness: Good	 Hardiness Zone: 8a - 9a

Varieties: Home growers must plant at least two vari-
eties for cross-pollination. Bloom times should overlap 
(early and midseason will overlap as will mid- and 
late seasons). Blueberries ripen from late May to late 
July. Mixing varieties with different maturity times 
will extend the harvest period. A single variety will 
ripen for three to four weeks.

Site and Soil Requirements: Blueberries grow best in 
well-drained, sandy soils with a pH of 4.5 to 5.5. Plants 
growing in soils with improper pH will grow slowly 
and have yellow leaves. Soils with a native pH above 
5.5 will be hard to adapt for blueberry culture and 
should be avoided. If needed, sulfur should be incorpo-
rated into the soil at least six months before planting to 
lower the pH.

Irrigation Requirements: Blueberries have a fibrous 
root system that develops near the soil surface. Blue-
berry plants require frequent watering to develop a 
strong bush for fruiting. Young plants are drought sensi-
tive and can be severely damaged if adequate water is 
not supplied. The most efficient method of irrigation is a 
drip or trickle system.

Plant Spacing and Mature Canopy Size: In a home 
planting, place the plants about 6 to 8 feet apart so you 
can walk around each bush when harvesting. Mature 
plant canopy should be maintained at 6 feet in diameter 
and about 6 feet in height.

Blueberry
Variety 

Ripening
Season

Chilling
Requirement

Climax Early 400-450

Premier Early 500-550

Alapaha Early 450-500

Vernon Early 500-550

Prince Early 300-400

Savory Early 300-400

Tifblue Mid 600-700

Powderblue Mid 550-600

Brightwell Mid 350-400

Austin Mid 450-500

Columbus Mid 600

Montgomery Mid 550

Ochlockonee Late 650-700

DeSoto Late 600-650

Onslow Late 500-600

Years to Bearing: Two.

Potential Yield: 20 to 25 pounds per plant.

Planting Stock: 2-year-old potted plants.

Establishment: Blueberries have a shallow, fibrous 
root system and grow best in a well-drained soil with 
high organic matter content. The vigor and produc-
tion of blueberry plants are increased by higher soil 
organic matter content. The addition of organic matter, 
such as peat moss or pine bark, to the soil at planting 
will greatly increase the productivity of the blueberry 
planting. Blueberries are not adapted to heavy, poorly 
drained soils. Blueberry production on most soils can 
be improved by planting on 8- to 12-inch-high raised 
planting beds.



	 Louisiana Home Fruit and Nut Production	 29

Fruits and Nuts Commonly Grown in Louisiana  

Fertilization: Fertilizer usually is applied to blue
berries in small amounts during the spring when 
growth begins and immediately after harvest. Blue-
berry plants are sensitive to readily soluble fertil-
izers, and excessive amounts can cause plant injury 
or death. Higher-than-recommended rates can be 
damaging, causing brown, necrotic leaf margins or 
pale yellow chlorosis of leaves and low vigor, par-
ticularly where too little water is applied. Fertilizers 
with the nitrate form of nitrogen can cause damage 
to the plant. Do not concentrate fertilizer in a small 
area around plants. Ammonium forms of nitrogen are 
recommended.

Pruning and Training: Blueberry plants require little 
pruning during the first few years of establishment. 
Pruning consists mainly of removing the lower twiggy 
growth, dead or damaged shoots and weaker growth. 
To prevent excessive upward growth and encourage 
branching, remove the tops of any vigorous shoots that 
emerge. The primary purpose for pruning blueberries 
is to control and maintain the size of the plant and to 
encourage wood renewal. Beginning the fifth or sixth 
year, as the plants become mature, older wood toward 
the center of the plant should be removed as it loses 
vigor. This encourages new growth within the plant 
and directs the plant’s energies into more vigorous 
canes. Selective cane removal involves removing one 
or two of the oldest canes annually. These cuts should 
be made low in the plant or as close to the ground as 
practical. The objective is to remove 10 to 20 percent 
of the wood annually so the plant is renewed in five 
to seven years. This pruning is most convenient dur-
ing the winter when the structure of the plant is more 
easily seen.

Weed Control: Perennial weeds should be killed the 
summer before planting by cultivating and the use 
of a systemic herbicide. Weed control the first two 
years after planting is challenging, so eliminating the 
perennial weeds before planting greatly reduces future 
weed problems. Mulching with 3-5 inches of weed-free 
organic mulch, such as pine bark, wood chips, or pine 
straw, is beneficial in controlling weeds during the first 
few years of the planting. 

Major Insect Pests: Blueberry gall midges, cranberry 
fruitworms, cherry fruitworms, beetles, leaf-footed 
bugs, stink bugs, stem borers, caterpillars, scale, flower 
thrips.

Major Disease Pests: Mummy berry, Botrytis 
blight, Botryosphaeria stem canker and stem blight, 
Septoria leaf spot, Alternaria leaf spot, leaf rust, 
powdery mildew.


