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Agenda  

 

8:30-9:00am  Registration and Coffee   

 

9:00-9:20 am   Welcome and Opening Remarks 

Dr. Matt Lee, Vice President of Agriculture and Dean, LSU College of Agriculture 

Dr. Tara Smith, Executive Associate Vice President and Director, Louisiana 

Cooperative Extension Service  

Dr. Michael Salassi, Executive Associate Vice President and Director, Louisiana 

Agricultural Experiment Station 

Dr. Daniel Stephenson, Central Region Director, LSU AgCenter 

 

9:20-9:40am  Production Costs in 2024   

Dr. Michael Deliberto, Associate Professor, LSU AgCenter, Department of 

Agricultural Economics and Agribusiness  

 

9:40-10:00am  Corn and Soybean Outlook   

   Dr. Michael Deliberto 

 

10:00-10:20am   Rice and Cotton Outlook 

   Dr. Michael Deliberto 

    

10:20-10:30am   --Coffee Break--  

 

10:30-10:50am  Cattle Outlook  

Dr. Kurt Guidry, Resident Coordinator, LSU AgCenter Rice Research Station and 

Assistant Director, Louisiana Agricultural Experiment Station 

 

10:50-11:10am  Sugar Outlook  

   Dr. Michael Deliberto 

 

11:10-11:30am  Forestry Outlook  

Dr. Jinggang Guo, Assistant Professor, LSU AgCenter, Department of Agricultural 

Economics and Agribusiness 

 
(Agenda is continued on the next page.) 



 

Louisiana State University Agricultural Center, Matt Lee., Chancellor Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service, Michael Salassi/ 
Tara Smith, Vice-Chancellors and Directors, issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work, Acts of Congress of May 8 and 
June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the United States Department of Agriculture.  The Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service 

follows a nondiscriminatory policy in programs and employment. 

 

 

11:30-1:00pm  --Lunch--  

Farm Bill and Ag Policy Update (virtual presentations)  

Mr. Tom Sell, Co-Founder and Manager, Combest Sell & Associates LLC, 

Washington D.C.; Honorable Collin Peterson, Former U.S. House Agriculture 

Committee Chairman, Combest Sell & Associates LLC, Washington D.C.; and   

Ms. Tara Smith, Executive Vice President, Torrey Advisory Group, Washington 

D.C. 

    

1:00-2:00pm  Panel Discussion: Trends in Agriculture Lending Rates 

Panelists: Mr. Lenny Waguespack, First South Farm Credit; Mr. Scott Franklin, 

Cross Keys Bank; and Mr. David Ogletree, Louisiana Land Bank 

   Moderator: Dr. Michael Deliberto    

 

2:00-3:00pm  Panel Discussion:  Managing Inputs in a Challenging Production Year 

Panelists: Dr. Ashley Edwards, AgCenter Beef Specialist; Mrs. Amelia Kent, Cattle 

Producer; Dr. Trey Price, AgCenter interim Cotton and Feed Grain Specialist; Dr. 

David Mosely, AgCenter Soybean Specialist, Mr. Kody Beavers, Corn, Soybean, 

and Cotton Producer; and Dr. Kenneth Gravois, AgCenter Sugarcane Specialist  

Moderator: Mr. Justin Dufour, Associate Extension Agent for Avoyelles, Rapides, 

and Grant Parish  

 

3:00pm   --Adjourn-- 

 

 

There is no registration fee to attend this event. However, to assist in meal planning please register by 

January 3, 2024, using the QR code. Onsite registration will be offered. For additional information, 

please contact Dr. Michael Deliberto at mdeliberto@agcenter.lsu.edu or 225.578.7267.  
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