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From the Agent’s Desk 

You know what they say, “April 

showers bring May flowers”.  We 

should have plenty of flowers 

blooming soon and what a 

welcomed sight that will be 

especially after what we 

experienced last year. 

It looks like most everyone’s 

pastures and hayfields are doing 

well.  I have seen some really 

good ryegrass stands around the 

parish and expect to start seeing 

hay cutters running just as soon 

as the weather cooperates.   Don’t 

forget that I can come out and pull 

hay samples for you.  The test 

runs $15 per sample and will give 

you all of the nutritional value of 

your hay.   

Gardens are being planted now 

that the threat of a frost is behind 

us.  If you need any technical 

assistance with starting a home 

garden feel free to contact our 

office. 

Until next month, Josh  
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Tomatoes-A Heart Healthy Fruit 

 

Do you like to just pick up a nice juicy tomato and eat it with a little bit of salt sprin-

kled on it?  How about a nice BLT sandwich or maybe a big slice of tomato on your 

cheeseburger?  No matter how you enjoy them, tomatoes are a very healthy fruit 

that can decrease your chances of cardiovascular disease if consumed a few times 

per week. 

Tomatoes contain vitamins C and E, fiber, and potassium, as well as the antioxidant 

lycopene that gives the tomato the red color.  These nutrients work together to pro-

tect the heart by fighting off oxidation and inflammation which can damage the heart.  

Tomatoes can also improve your cholesterol by increasing “good” HDL cholesterol 

levels and reducing “bad” LDL cholesterol levels.  Tomatoes are also good for main-

taining blood pressure which reduces the risk of heart disease. Tomatoes are rich in 

potassium which counter the effect of sodium to help keep blood pressure levels in a 

healthy range. 

It's a little early in the normal growing season to have garden fresh tomatoes but, 
thanks to the Red River Research Station, you can enjoy fresh greenhouse toma-
toes right now.  The tomatoes sell in 5lb containers, and they are $12 per container.  
As a bonus, we will begin carrying these here at your local DeSoto Parish Extension 
Office to help save you the drive and trouble of having to travel to south Bossier to 
get them.  Tomatoes will be available on a first come first serve basis so make sure 
to call us at 872-0533 before you come.  





Dry Fertilizer Impregnation with GrazonNext HL and Duracor 

Herbicides: Benefits and Limitations  

 

S.H. Ingram  

Corteva Agriscience  

 

Proper soil fertility and weed control are critical components for maintaining and pro-

ducing quality forage grasses in a grazing or haying system. Of the forage acres that 

are soil tested, the majority need lime and/or a macronutrient fertilizer (N-P-K) and in 

many cases an increase in forage yield and nutritive value is observed following a fer-

tilizer application. However, broadleaf weeds, if present, will compete for these applied 

nutrients and have the potential to negatively affect yield and overall forage consump-

tion. A relatively new concept for forage producers, impregnation of dry fertilizer with 

herbicide commonly referred to as DFI, can greatly reduce broadleaf weed pressure 

while also providing the necessary nutrients for optimum forage production. Soil active 

herbicides such as Duracor (Rinskor + aminopyralid) and GrazonNext HL (2,4-D + 

aminopyralid) can be used as herbicide application of these products, and they rely 

heavily upon rainfall to move the herbicide into the soil profile for plant root uptake. 

Field trials investigating DFI have shown 85-99% visual weed control for species such 

as Hairy Buttercup, Curly Dock and Musk Thistle. Beyond weed control, producers 

should expect to save time and money by reducing the number of passes across the 

range, pasture, or hayfield. A DFI application satisfies two key forage management 

considerations with one application and should be considered a valuable approach to 

maintaining the most economical feed for livestock.  

 

Source: 2022 AFGC Proceedings  







Beef Cattle Market Updates 








