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Outputs:

Results from two experiments were presented at several academic and industry meetings.

Outcomes/Impacts:

Coleus production fertilizer and irrigation effects on landscape performance suggest that N rate affects post-
transplant growth and quality of coleus in the landscape. Low to medium fertilizer rates produced good-quality
coleus that flowered later in the landscape, which is more desirable to consumers. Increasing P rates had no
effect on plant growth and quality during production compared with low P rates. Results from an experiment
using chicken litter as soil amendment indicated that organic fertilizer applied at soil preparation was only
beneficial to the establishment of annual bedding plants (coleus and vinca), but not for perennials (fountain
grass, lantana, and rudbeckia). Adding organic fertilizer in addition to Osmocote (14-14-14) did not improve
plant growth and quality.

Publications:

Chen, Y., R. Bracy, and A. Owings. 2011. Production regimes affect coleus growth and quality in the landscape. Southern
Nursery Association Research Conference Proceeding. 56:322-324.

Owings, A., Y. Chen, R. Rosendale, and R. Bracy. 2011. LSU AgCenter peoples choice landscape award winners. Southern
Nursery Association Research Conference Proceeding. 56:358-360.

Participants:

Yan Chen, (Pl), A. Owings, and J. Quebedeaux, LSU AgCenter.

Target Audiences:

Target audiences for this project include nursery and greenhouse growers and landscape service contractors
and managers.

Project Modifications:

Nothing significant to report during this reporting period.
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