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SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY

AGRICULTURAL

RESEARCH & EXTENSION
C E N T E R

ABOUT THE LSU AGCENTER

The LSU AgCenter is dedicated to providing innovative research, information and
education to improve people’s lives. Working in a statewide network of parish
extension offices, research stations and academic departments, the LSU AgCenter
helps Louisiana citizens make the best use of natural resources, protect the
environment, enhance agricultural enterprises, and develop human and community
resources.

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

Nutrition and Community Health

Nutrition and Community Health agents and educators are improving the overall
health of residents by helping to reduce chronic diseases which are related to poor
nutrition and sedentary lifestyles and improving the health outcomes in which
Louisiana has traditionally ranked so low. This community-based work helps
individuals and families adopt the nutrition and physical activity principles we have
long been teaching.

4-H Youth Development

The East Carroll Parish Youth Development Program provides diverse opportunities
for youth and adult volunteers to make a difference in their lives and that of their
communities. Young people acquire valuable knowledge and life skills through
participation in local, parish, state, and national programs. We offer many
opportunities for youth and family participation, including 4-H workshops, overnight
camps, community service and service-learning activities, project training,
appropriate age competitions, and many other fun and educational activities
throughout the year.

Agriculture and Natural Resources

East Carroll Parish is the Northern boundary of the fertile Mississippi River Delta
making us an agriculture-driven economy. Producers are continually facing
fluctuating commodity prices along with increasing input costs, making profit margins
tight. Crop production demonstrations, including variety trials, and irrigation efficiency
are conducted on local producers’ fields along with soil fertility trials to promote
stewardship of land use and nutrient management. Assistance with home gardens is
provided as one of the many services for East Carroll Parish.

PROGRAMS e Parenting

4-H and Youth Development EXTENSION OFFICE

e 4-H

e FFA LSU/SU AgCenter — East Carroll

Parish

502 1%t St, Lake Providence, LA 71254
Agriculture and Natural Phone: 318-559-1459
Resources

¢ Row Crop Production

¢ Animal Production

e Horticulture/Lawn and Garden

¢ Pest Management.

Email:
llucaspowell@agcenter.lsu.edu

Office Hours:

Nutrition and Community Health 8:00 2.m.-4:30 p.m.

¢ Healthy Communities

¢ CDC - High Obesity Prevention
Programming

¢ Financial Management

¢ Health Literacy/SNAP-Ed

Website:
www.LSUAgCenter.com/EastCarroll

Social Media:

e East Carroll Parish 4-H Facebook

¢ LSU and Southern University
AgCenters East Carroll Facebook

¢ Healthy Communities East Carroll
Parish Facebook

Parish Chair:
Lekeisha Lucas

llucaspowell@agcenter.lsu.edu

Additional Contact:
Sherry McGaha, Administrative
Coordinator
smcgaha@agcenter.lsu.edu
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WHOM WE REACH:

More than 8,198 youth and adults through Southern University’s FCS

More than 200 4-H members, 8 school 4-H clubs, and 1 community 4-H club
More than 1,000 adults through agriculture and natural resources

More than 2,000 youth and adults through Healthy Communities

HOW WE REACH THEM:

4-H Clubs, school enrichment, project clubs, field days, emails, publications,
newsletters, website, social media (Facebook, Twitter, and podcasts), farm visits,
workshops, community events, partnerships, working directly with the school system,
and volunteer work.

EXPANDING OUR EFFORTS:
90 volunteers from 4-H, NCH, ANR, and Master Gardeners.

PARISH FACTS:

LSU AgCenter county agents provide research-based information on plant,
aquaculture, wildlife and animal enterprises to East Carroll Parish residents. The total
dollar amount from these commodities were: Animal enterprises $763,590; aquaculture
and wildlife $50,427; plant enterprises $1,493,680.

Land area — 420.89 square miles; Population — 6,829; Population under 18 years old
— 20%; Population 65 years old and over — 15.9%; Median household income —
$30,856; Persons below poverty — 41.5%

LOCAL ISSUES AND PLANS FOR THIS YEAR:

Increase productivity and profitability of Louisiana agriculture.

* Write news columns, webpage content, and seminars on agricultural practices.
¢ Conduct farm and home educational visits.

¢ Facilitate access to cutting-edge technologies and resources.

Build leaders and good citizens through 4-H Youth Development.

¢ Increase a sense of belonging by establishing common ground, celebrating diversity,
and creating opportunities for youth to interact and serve others together.

¢ Develop leadership skills in 4-H youth through educational programs conducted in-
school club meetings, service-learning, workshops, and after-school settings.

¢ Continue to implement youth-led service-learning projects to build a sense of
generosity among club members.

« Build awareness of issues facing youth in relation to life skills incorporated in club
meeting lessons.

Strengthen families and communities.

¢ Improve cooking skills and healthy eating for youth through CHEF Camps.

¢ Improve family budgeting.

¢ Adopt recommended practices in parenting skills.

¢ Prepare families for all hazardous disasters occurring in Louisiana.

¢ Youth are actively engaged in learning and gain mastery.

¢ Collaborate with community leaders to promote healthy living and physical activity to
community.

Matt Lee, LSU Vice President for Agriculture, Louisiana State University Agricultural Center, Louisiana Agricultural Experiment Station,
Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service, LSU College of Agriculture. The LSU AgCenter and LSU provide equal opportunities in programs and employment.

HOW IS EXTENSION

FUNDED?

¢ Federal funding from the USDA/
NIFA.

¢ State general funds from the
Louisiana Legislature.

¢ Local support from parish
government, including police
juries and school boards.

¢ Self-generated funds.
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WHAT ROLE DO YOU
PLAY?
Our stakeholders at the parish level
are the local supporters and
beneficiaries of the LSU AgCenter
cooperative extension programs.
Their support keeps these critical
programs in their communities.
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EACH PARISH OFFERS
PROGRAMMING IN:

¢ 4-H and Youth Development.

¢ Agriculture and Natural
Resources.

¢ Nutrition and Community Health

Research - Extensian - Teaching

For the latest research-based information
on just about anything, visit our website:

www.LSUAgCenter.com
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