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Winter Annuals on the Mend 
Jason E. Holmes – LSU AgCenter 

The recent one-two punch of winter storms Uri and Viola had many producers 
with winter annual grasses worried they may have major losses. In recent field 
visits, it appears that much of the damage was overshadowed by rapid growth 
once temperatures rebounded into the 60’s and 70’s. Especially for those 
producers who recently made nitrogen applications. 

 

For those of you who have not made nitrogen applications, now would be an 
excellent time to consider as temperature and moisture are ideal. An 
application of 50-60 pounds of nitrogen per acre (110-130 pounds per acre of 
46-0-0 or 150-180 pounds per acre of 33-0-0) is a good rate to consider this 
time of the year. Remember when pricing a single nutrient (in this case 
nitrogen), it is a good practice to calculate your costs as dollars per pound of 
nutrient.  

For example, if 46-0-0 is $490/ton and 33-0-0 is $450/ton then your cost of 
actual nitrogen per pound of the 46-0-0 product is $0.53 per pound, and $0.68 
per pound for the 33-0-0 product. So, the 46-0-0 may be more expensive by the 
ton, but you are paying less for each pound of nitrogen being applied. 
Therefore, at the recommended rate of 50-60 pounds of nitrogen per acre you 
would be paying an average of $29 an acre for 46-0-0 and $37 an acre for       
33-0-0. 

Regardless of the product you decide to apply, the moral of the story is that a 
nitrogen application now will boost your growth of winter annuals (NOTE: And 
broadleaf weeds if present). Keep out a high magnesium mineral for cows 
grazing these lush, green forages to help prevent grass tetany. Contact your 
local Extension Agent for more information on forage fertilization. 
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Beef Brunch Educational Series 
The Beef Bruch Educational Series has been developed by LSU AgCenter Livestock Specialists and Agents to reach 

producers, consultants, landowners, research, extension, and other industry members. Beef Brunch includes both 

monthly webinars and bi-weekly news updates that bring pertinent information 

to producers and related industry personnel. These events allow the LSU AgCenter to present research-based 

information, management guidelines, educational opportunities, and industry news to clientele throughout the state. 

Monthly webinars are hosted on the second Tuesday of each month at 10:30 a.m. as live events through Microsoft 

Teams, allowing producers the opportunity to engage with the presenters. These webinar sessions are also recorded and 

shared through the various media platforms.

Likewise, the bi-weekly news updates are released every other Tuesday. The news updates feature weather and field 

conditions, a market outlook, management tips, events, and current beef industry topics. 

Website: https://www.lsuagcenter.com/beefbrunch 

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCD67S84m-f1sptMCc4H-ioQ 

Spotify: https://open.spotify.com/show/4KairYeSwuxxwLfVIX5Nry 

Anchor Podcast: https://anchor.fm/beefbrunch 

Apple Podcast: https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/beef-brunch-educational-series-lsu-agcenter/id1523727228 

All past webinars and news updates can be found on the Beef Brunch website and YouTube channel. For more 

information regarding the Beef Brunch Educational Series, contact Ashley Edwards at akedwards@agcenter.lsu.edu. 

Pesticide Disposal Pick-up 
7:00 AM to 1:00 PM – March 30, 2021 – Old 3 Leagues Gin – 2583 Hwy 1, Natchitoches, LA 71457 

7:00 AM to 1:00 PM – April 1, 2021 – Louisiana Department of Ag & Forestry – 754 Hwy 80 East, Monroe, LA 71203 

Unwanted Pesticides will be collected for disposal at no cost to producers, applicators, or homeowners. All pesticides 

will be accepted. Containers will be furnished for transport to the collection site if old containers are not in good 

condition. For additional information contact Kevin Wofford at 318-345-7595 or you may contact your local LSU 

AgCenter office. Inventory sheets are encouraged for planning. Inventory sheets can be obtained from your local LSU 

AgCenter office. Inventory sheets should be returned to your local AgCenter office by March 19th. 

Sponsored by the Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry, Commissioner Mike Strain, DVM 

2021 Private Pesticide Applicator Recertification – Virtual Events 
Due to the continuing effects of COVID-19 in Louisiana, the Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry (LDAF) and 

the LSU AgCenter Administration have approved that both virtual (online/computer based) recertification training 

opportunities and face-to-face (in-person) recertification opportunities will be offered to all private pesticide applicators 

in need of recertification by March 31, 2021.  

If you wish to attend one of these virtual training events (using Microsoft Teams) you may choose and pre-register for 

one of the following events: 

Schedule for Upcoming Virtual Trainings [Private Pesticide Applicator Recertification] 

Virtual Recertifications Times 

March 17, 2021 1:00 – 2:30 PM 

March 31, 2021 8:30 – 10:00 AM 

 



Virtual Training Details: 
This virtual training will be done live, in an online format through Microsoft TEAMS. Applicators who are planning to 

participate in virtual recertification and have pre-registered must have an email address and access to the internet. You 

will receive an email the Monday prior to the meeting with an invitation and instructions. All participants in the virtual 

recertification must attend a virtual technology check the day prior to the event at 8:30 AM to make sure that 

everything works properly. This will help to reduce issues during the training event. Applicators must have a camera for 

LDAF to monitor participation in the event. In addition to the camera, participants will be given simple quiz questions 

throughout the event to assist in monitoring participation.  

When registering for the event, please provide your LDAF card number and what parish you are located in. 

The LSU AgCenter will continue to offer in-person recertification opportunities in each parish. Those dates can be found 

by contacting your local county agent or at: www.agcenter.lsu.edu/pesticide in the Private Applicator section. At an in-

person training event, attendee’s will be required to social distance and wear face masks. These guidelines will be in 

place to keep everyone as safe as possible, while in-person. Each in-person meeting location will have a maximum 

number of attendees that the location can handle while meeting state indoor meeting requirements. Please make sure 

that you pre-register for whichever meeting you plan to attend. If you are not able to attend a virtual or an in-person 

recertification event, LDAF does allow for recertification by re-testing in each certification category.  

If you wish to attend one of the above virtual recertification events, please pre-register for it using the following link: 

https://www.lsuagcenter.com/virtualpparecertification 

 

Considerations for Breeding Beef Heifers 
Ashley Edwards, PhD – LSU AgCenter 

Each year beef cattle producers cull an average of 5% of their cows due to a variety of reasons. To account for this loss in 
the cow herd, replacement females are either developed or purchased. Despite the constant cycle of adding heifers to 
the breeding herd, producers are often still apprehensive on the best management strategies behind developing and 
breeding these young females. More specifically, the age at which to breed heifers is still commonly debated and a 
question extension agents and veterinarians are frequently asked.  
 
Decades of data from numerous institutions illustrates that a cow’s lifetime productivity is maximized if she first calves 
as a two-year-old. This includes producing more pounds of calf in her lifetime. The caution comes when realizing a heifer 
needs to be able to successfully sustain pregnancy, produce a viable calf without complications, nurse that calf to 
weaning, and rebreed within the set breeding season. Perhaps even more importantly is the fact that she is doing all of 
this while still growing herself. However, when properly managed and selected, heifers can be successful first-time 
dams. 
 
Age at puberty is one of the first considerations when deciding whether to breed a heifer. A general guideline is to breed 
heifers at least one to three months after they have hit puberty. To obtain the 24 months at calving goal, heifers need to 
be bred by 15 months of age. Therefore, they need to hit puberty by 12 to 14 months of age. Genetics will play a major 
role in determining age at puberty, with Bos indicus cattle being delayed compared to Bos taurus. In fact, it is difficult for 
purebred Brahman and some Brahman-influence heifers to breed and calve as a two-year-old. 
 
The most common rule of thumb for breeding heifers is to have them be at 65% of their mature body weight at 
breeding. This is largely tied to management and the nutrition program while developing the heifers post-weaning. 
Producers must be aware of more than the number on the scale. Heifers should be at an adequate frame size and body 
condition for their breed when they reach the goal of 65% of their mature weight. An overly conditioned small heifer 
might obtain the goal in terms of pounds, but she most likely will not be as successful as a properly conditioned heifer. 
 



In addition to selecting the proper heifers, producers want to consider breeding more heifers than what they need in 
their herd. This errs on the side of caution that some heifers will not get bred during this first breeding season and can 
be culled. It is also best to breed heifers three to four weeks prior to the mature cows because this allows heifers more 
time to recover for re-breeding after calving. Likewise, a 45-day breeding season for heifers is recommended to prevent 
any late calvers that will most likely not breed back during the regular season. Finally, keep heifers separated from cows 
through their first pregnancy and calving for more efficient management of nutrition and monitoring during the calving 
season. 
 
For more information, please feel free to contact me at akedwards@agcenter.lsu.edu. 
 

Beginner Cattleman Program 
The LSU AgCenter is excited to announce its new Beginner Cattleman Program. This is designed for cattleman with 10 
years or less of experience raising beef cattle and for people interested in starting to raise beef cattle.  
 
Participants will need access to a computer and internet as this is a hybrid course featuring online videos and 5 in-
person workshops. There will also be an optional tour for an additional fee at the conclusion of the program in Spring 
2022. 
 
When registering, participants will select to attend the course at either the Hill Farm Research Station in Homer or at the 
Dean Lee Research Station in Alexandria. The final two classes will be combined and at one of these locations. Please see 
the attached flyer for workshop dates and locations. 
 
The cost of registration is $250. Registration form and fees are due to Ashley Edwards by April 16th.  
 
Participants may also register online and then mail their payment to the above address. The link to register online is 
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=mFBLgAiZ30ucBrPfd3VjqurYx8LXPJNBjg3wKnR5CmNUQVc4UTZL
UTZ0V0dZNzJSMEpaSFFOME9MWC4u. 
 
For more information or to request a paper registration form, please contact Ashley Edwards at 
akedwards@agecenter.lsu.edu or 512-818-5476. 
 

Northwest Region Beef & Forage Field Day 
The Northwest Region Beef & Forage Field Day will be held Thursday, April 29, 2021 from 8:30 AM to 2:00 PM at the LSU 

AgCenter Hill Farm Research Station in Homer, La. Topics and presenters will include: 

• Cattle market outlook – Dave Foster, Cattle Producers of Louisiana 

• Crabgrass and weed control update – Dr. Ron Strahan, LSU AgCenter 

• Winter annual pasture stocking rates – Lee Faulk, LSU AgCenter 

• Overseeding multiple annual forage species for pasture soil health – Dr. Wink Alison, LSU AgCenter 

• Considerations for utilizing clovers in pastures – Dr. Buddy Pitman, LSU AgCenter 

• Cattle temperament demonstration – Dr. Ashley Edwards, LSU AgCenter 

Lunch will be provided and there will be a tradeshow. You are asked to preregister by calling Kathy at the Hill Farm 

Research Station – 318-927-2578 ext. 201 – by April 19th.  

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=mFBLgAiZ30ucBrPfd3VjqurYx8LXPJNBjg3wKnR5CmNUQVc4UTZLUTZ0V0dZNzJSMEpaSFFOME9MWC4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=mFBLgAiZ30ucBrPfd3VjqurYx8LXPJNBjg3wKnR5CmNUQVc4UTZLUTZ0V0dZNzJSMEpaSFFOME9MWC4u


Water Requirements 
Jason Holmes, LSU AgCenter 

With all the recent disruptions in water availability due to winter storms, I thought this would be a good time to review 

water requirements for beef cattle. A good water supply, both in terms of quality and quantity, is necessary for 

production. While most producers notice obvious shortages, quality is frequently neglected. Clean, fresh water should 

be always available. 

Water is the most abundant nutrient in the body and a critical nutrient for all classes of beef cattle. Water requirements 

are influenced by several internal and external factors. Rate and composition of gain or growth, pregnancy, lactation, 

physical activity, relative humidity, and environmental temperature are just a few. 

A growing animal or a lactating cow needs two gallons of water per 100 pounds of body weight. A nonlactating cow or 

bull needs one gallon of water per 100 pounds of body weight. Spring-calving cows will need close to 20 to 24 gallons of 

water per day for themselves during summer and another 5 to 10 gallons for their calf in high temperature 

environmental conditions. 

If watering from tanks or troughs, they should be large enough to contain water for at least one-fourth of the herd. 

Good management means frequent checks to see that valves are functional, and that clean water is available. As we just 

experienced, during freezing weather, ice will have to be broken and removed from exposed tanks. 

Remember, the most critical nutrient in animal nutrition is water. Animals can do without protein, minerals, vitamins, 

and calories for much longer than they can do with water. 

 

What are the More Critical Periods in a Cow’s Life? 
1) The first critical period occurs between weaning and first calf. As stated earlier in Dr. Edwards’s article, it is 

especially important that the nutritional level allow a heifer to attain about 65% of her mature weight by the 

time she is exposed for breeding. Well-developed heifers will cycle and breed earlier than poorly developed 

heifers. 

2) The second critical period occurs when the young cow is nursing her first calf. The nutrient need for lactation 

and continued body growth is acute during this period of her life. Poor nutrition at this point will decrease and 

delay subsequent rebreeding and cause light weaning weights. 

3) The third and fourth critical periods occur 90 days before and after each subsequent calving. The nutritional 

level should allow cows to gain weight and be in strong physical condition at calving and maintain near normal 

weight after calving. During lactation, the cow’s requirements for protein and energy almost doubles and, unless 

lush pasture is available, supplemental feeding will be necessary. For a cow to rebreed on schedule, she must 

begin to cycle and rebreed within 85 days after calving. An adequate nutritional level is needed if a cow is to 

have a calf each year. 

 



 

 

        

Week of Week of Week of

Data Source: USDA-AMS Market News 3/5/2021 2/26/2021 2/28/2020

all grades, live weight, $/cwt  $     114.07  $     114.07  $     114.85 

all grades, dressed weight, $/cwt  $     181.63  $     180.57  $     184.78 

Choice Price, 600-900 lb., $/cwt  $     234.39  $     240.39  $     206.34 

Choice-Select Spread, $/cwt  $      10.27  $      10.62  $        6.45 

Mississippi statewide market average, M&L #1-2, $/cwt  $     146.84  $     142.54  $     158.82 

Missouri statewide market average, M&L #1-2, $/cwt  $     155.36  $     156.27  $     158.29 

Oklahoma City market average, M&L #1-2, $/cwt  $     156.44  $     155.84  $     156.37 

Corn, Kansas City, $/bu  $        5.27  $        5.46  $        3.80 

Corn, Pine Bluff, AR, $/bu  $        5.61  $        5.71  $        3.94 

DDGS,Iowa, $/ton  $     240.00  $     240.00  $     142.50 

Soybean Meal, Rail, Central IL, $/ton  $     420.70  $     422.60  $     305.10 

Cottonseed Meal, Memphis, $/ton  $     460.00  $     460.00  $     250.00 

Whole Cottonseed, Memphis, $/ton  $     330.00  $     325.00  $     215.00 

5-Area Fed 

Steer

Boxed 

Beef

500-600 lb. 

Feeder 

Steer Price

Feed 

Grains

March - April 2021 

 

Author: Jason E. Holmes 

 

Regional Livestock Specialist 

County Agent 

LSU AgCenter – Union Parish 

318-368-2999 (office) / 318-243-4931 (mobile) 

jholmes@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Visit our website: www.LSUAgCenter.com 

 

Louisiana State University Agricultural Center 

Louisiana Agricultural Experiment Station 

Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service 

William B. Richardson, Vice President of Agriculture 

 

The LSU AgCenter is a statewide campus of the LSU System 
and provides equal opportunities in programs and 

employment. 

http://www.lsuagcenter.com/

