Southwest Louisiana Rice Advisory

Minutes

December 5, 2011

Attending:
Randy Bellon


Jimmy Meaux


Don Groth

Johnny Saichuk

Joe Guidry


Clarence Berken

Chuck Greene


Brian Wild


Leon Watson

Donald Berken


Kevin Berken


Mark Phenice

Hine Unkel


Adam Habetz


Scott Romero

Luke Doise


Dustin Harrell


Barrett Courville welcomed the group and thanked them for their participation in the advisory meeting. He went over the purpose of the meeting which is to get input from producers on their problems and concerns in rice production. Also the group is to give input on the direction of Extension rice educational programs and also give researchers ideas for future research.


Introductions were then made.


Barrett then went over the 2011 Rice Production Parish situation. He stated that acreage was down in 2011. Jeff Davis was down 5,000 acres and that Jeff Davis has the most acres planted in Louisiana this year. Approximately 70% Clearfield varieties and 90% long grain. We had an early planting season with almost all acres planted before April 1st. It was really hot, dry and windy in March, April and May. There was a good bit of drift this year. A tremendous amount of insect problems were seen early in the growing season. Probably attributed to the drought. Normal disease problems were present.


Barrett asked the group to set yields for the past year.


Jeff Davis – 42 – 7290

Cameron - 45


Allen – 41


Beauregard - 43


Calcasieu – 41


Jimmy Meaux – salt water issue in southern part of parishes.


Johnny went over state situation. He went over varieties; CL151 – most planted, hybrids – 24%, Clearfield – 65%. Salt water issue problems especially in south La. and Texas. Don’t plant rice if over 750 ppm. Rice publication now online and will have hard copy this week.


Don Groth gave a disease update. Planting early helped with Panicle Blight. Normal Sheath Blight more Blast. Mowatta area had a fungicide sheath blight resistance. BASF has a  new fungicide. Seems pretty effective. Applying for Section 18. CL152 may have some resistance to Panicle Blight.


Dustin Harrell went over the N*STAR testing. Very exciting results in the past year. Soil test 18” for total nitrogen available. Will do more testing this year. Some fields saw a significant reduction in Nitrogen and still very good yields and less disease pressure. Urase inhibitor study. Dustin went over his results. He also discussed his P & K testing. Also Zinc work and recommendations. He also talked about the stubble height management in second crop.


The group had a general discussion on the effect of removing the hay from the rice crop on the loss of nutrients in the soil.


Each individual in the group then was asked for their major problems or what help from Extension Programs or Research was needed.
· Chuck Green – dermacor issue with water seeded rice variety to retain milling while still out in field

· Donald Berken – more time for checking and managing

· Hine Unkel – southern water grass problems

· Luke Doise – verification on whole farms not just individual fields

· Glendan Marceaux – seed rice development better conventional varieties

· Mark Phenice – Section 18 on blackbird repellant, straw removal

· Joe Guidry – harvest problems

· Brian Wild – better conventional varieties, drift problems

· Kevin Berken – seed quality, milling quality, varieties resistant to bacterial panicle blight

· Adam Habetz – sustainability

· Clarence Berken – water quality, water availability, EPA regulations

· Leon Watson – hybrids chemical sensitivity

Rice Tour will be held at the end of May or first of June, 2012.

.


Rice and Soybean Day will be held January 3, 2012.


First South sponsored the lunch. Thanks.

Barrett thanked the group for coming and meeting was adjourned.

