Southwest Louisiana Rice Advisory

Committee Meeting

December 16, 2010

LSU AgCenter

Jeff Davis Parish Office
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Don Groth



Barrett opened the meeting by welcoming everyone and thanked them for attending. He went over the purpose of meeting. He explained that the producers were there to identify their rice production problems and to give direction for extension programs and possible future research.


Barrett then went over the parish rice situation.

· Hot and dry growing conditions

· 90% long grain, 10% medium grain

· 75% Clearfield acres

· Bad year for panicle blight

· Yields were above average the group went over each parish and came up with the following yields: Jeff Davis 42, Allen 40, Calcasieu 39, Beauregard 46, Cameron 43

· There will be a verification field in either West Jeff Davis or East Calcasieu

· Insect seed treatment trial in Calcasieu

Johnny Saichuk went over the state rice situation.

· Acreage up 2010 will probably go down in 2011 with the increase in soybean acreage

· Went over some of the varieties

· Talked about the heat this past summer

· Talked about the out-crossing problem this past summer, hybrids out-cross a little earlier and seeing dormancy with the hybrids

· Talked a little about Liberty Link rice possibilities

Don Groth report:

· Went over disease problems last year

· Heat major contributor for the Bacterial Panicle Blight, could be a big problem next year, try planting early, don’t use excessive nitrogen rates, some resistants in varieties. 
· No new fungicides for awhile

· Leaf smut and sheath rot problems last year

Dustin Harrell Report:

· New N recommendations for CL151 – 90-130 units/acre

· P recommendations in new publication – using Malic 3 soil test now, should be much better

· 2.25 number on Zn recommendations – it is wrong in publication

· Seeding rate research right now 60-90 lbs/acre maybe could go lower to 48 lbs/acre

· Gave update on chicken litter – excellent product – get analysis for each truckload, liquid chicken litter does not work, try to apply chicken litter as close to planting as possible

Barrett and Allen went over Private Pesticide Recertification and getting the license for the first time.
Barrett went over Rice and Soybean production program on January 4, 2011 in Welsh.

Barrett went over seed rice applications, e-mail updates, and newsletters.

Barrett asked the group to fill out problems and recommendations.

Discussion on second crop publications, need more research on this, we need second crop to make a profit.

Problems identified by the group:

1. Application of herbicides, timing, rates, environmental concerns

2. Southern Water Grass

3. Bacterial Panicle Blight

4. Second crop production, not consistent yields

5. Marketing

6. Better working relationship with hybrid seed dealers

Barrett thanked the group for their participation and input. He encouraged them to contact extension agents for help in next year’s rice crop. Lunch was served, sponsored by Federal Land Bank.
