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Contact Decision Tree for Suspected Foreign Animal Disease
Christine B. Navarre, D.V.M., M.S. — School of Animal Sciences, LSU AgCenter

Tyler Barlow, Tripp Morgan, William Strickland, Lanie Richard and Joshua Salley —  
Agriculture and Natural Resources Assistant Agents

Overview 

If a foreign animal disease is suspected, begin enhanced biosecurity measures immediately.
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Step 1: Stay on Premises
•	 Stop movements of personnel, animals and equipment off the premises.
•	 Document all vehicles, equipment and personnel that may have come into contact with any 

potential transmission sources.

Step 2: Contact Your Primary Veterinarian
Be prepared to have a detailed account of clinical and subclinical symptoms with a timeline.

Suspected Foreign Animal Disease (FAD)? Take These Four Steps Immediately

Step 4: AVIC and Federal Response
•	 The AVIC will dispatch a Foreign Animal Disease Diagnostician (FADD) to the premises.
•	 The FADD will collect a thorough history, examine animals and collect samples if necessary.
•	 The FADD team will perform a physical examination.
•	 FADD will initiate containment and control measures including a stop movement order for 

animal transportation. Size and scope are determined by the specific foreign animal disease 
and the affected animals.
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3 Step 3: Contact the Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry  
or Parish Extension Agent
If your veterinarian is unavailable or a veterinarian-client-patient relationship is not established, report-
ing is still required.

•	 Find your agent at www.LSUAgCenter.com/findyouragent
•	 Contact the LDAF at www.ldaf.la.gov/about/contact 
•	 The state veterinarian will coordinate with federal authorities and the APHIS Area Veterinarian 

in Charge (AVIC) to initiate initial investigation.
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