Damage of Formosan

Subterranean Termites

Termites depend on wood and other cellulose
materials to survive.Their role in the environment
is to recycle wood as a part of nature. But, when
they recycle materials being used by humans, they
become pests.

Subterranean termite colonies live in the soil. They
have different castes to perform specific duties.

Worker termites are responsible for finding food, Damaged structural timber
digesting it and sharing it with others in the colony.
They are busy 24 hours a day as they tunnel around
in search of food. It is during this process that they
enter homes and infest wooden structures in walls
and roofs. They build airtight earthen (mud) tubes for
traveling between the nest and a food source.Termite
workers excavate the inside of lumber and rarely
break through to the surface.As a result, the damage
is often not detected until something gives way. If not
detected early, substantial structural damage will oc-
cur. In addition to houses, subterranean termites (par-
ticularly Formosan) also infest railroad ties, wharves,
telephone poles, fence posts, furniture, books and
living trees.

Formosan subterranean termites (FST) are very
aggressive. They have the largest colonies of any ter-
mites in North America, and they can cause extensive
damage in a relatively short period. The workers

forage aggressively and have been found as far as 100
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Detection of Formosan

Subterranean Termites

Subterranean termites have soft bodies and are
very sensitive to air currents and light. They attack
homes from below and rarely break through the
surface of wood.As a result, their activities are very
secretive. They may enter walls from foundations,
destroying structural wall timbers and the roof wood.
Such damage may be concealed for months, or even

years, before they are detected.

Signs of subterranean termites

large number of alates or wings either

inside or outside a house

Inside a house

earthen masses on door frames, edges
of walls, floors, ceilings, stairs, skirting or
other areas of the house

blistering of paint on windows, door

frames and skirting

damp areas on walls

distortion of floor, window or door frames




When you see signs of termites, seek professional

Outside a house help because termite control requires special equipment TERMITE INTEGRATED PEST MANAGEMENT SERIES
mud tubes over foundation walls, piers and and expertise.A good professional pest control opera-
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scaping timbers m areas where infestation and damage occur

trees with earthen material near the base treatment plan and give you the cost.A ter-mite inspec-

m the degree of damage, if possible

You should routinely inspect your home including m entry point(s) and potential entry points
attics, crawl spaces and garages for these signs whether Based on this information, control options applicable to
you have a contract with a pest control company or not. the particular problem will be decided.

Keep in mind that not all of these signs indicate a def-
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inite infestation in a house, but they do mean a termite New Orleans Mosquito and Termite Control Board.

colony or colonies are present in the area,and there is

a great potential for damage. Authors:
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