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WINDRUSH GARDENS
AT BURDEN MUSEUM & GARDENS
1. Garden Entrance
Welcome to Windrush Gardens, the Burden family home site.
The tour continues down the oak allée to the front yard and
entrance to the Burden House.

2. Oak Allée

England. The statue in the circle bed directly in front of
the house was placed by Steele Burden to draw the eye
across the lawn, which is enclosed by plantings of azaleas,
nandinas, crape myrtles and live oaks. Steele collected
statuary and used it throughout the property.

This oak-lined drive was the original entrance to the
property. Southern live oaks are strikingly beautiful with
their unusual shape, evergreen-like foliage and longevity.
The name ‘live oak’ came from the fact they remain green
and ‘alive’ throughout the winter. Living hundreds of years,
they are an emblem of the Southern landscape. As you head
to the Burden family home, you will pass the Pigeonnier, the
Garden House, and wagon storage shed on your left.

5. Garden I/Water Lily Pond

3. Front Walk/ Burden House

6. Young Hermes/Garden II

On the right is the Pike Burden home designed by architect
Richard Koch in 1940 and today the private residence of his
heirs. Follow the walk on the left to the Burden family home.
The Burden House was built in 1856 and consisted of a porch
half as wide as the house, which was greatly enjoyed by
the family. It was first a simple farmhouse that eventually
transformed, along with the surrounding landscape, into
Steele Burden’s grand design.

4. Front Yard/ Old Ward Creek Meanders
Views from the front porch looking down the expansive front
lawn end at the old Ward Creek, which meanders throughout
the gardens. The family named the property “Windrush”
because the creek reminded them of Windrush River which
wound through their home country in the Cotswolds of

Steele Burden began developing this area in the 1920s. At
that time the area included a trench where they dipped the
cattle for insects, a pig sty and a chicken house. These crape
myrtles draped in Spanish moss are nearly 100 years old.
The fountain in the pond was acquired in 1925. The zinc
statue is thought to be one of the first pieces of sculpture in
downtown Baton Rouge and was later moved to Windrush.

A bronze sculpture of young Hermes sits atop the original
1850s well. Beyond the well is Garden II, which was
developed in the 1930s. The flower beds surrounding the
lawn display seasonal color. The white urns across the lawn
mark the entry to the next area.

7. Garden III
These shrub borders, developed in the 1940s, surround a
large expanse of lawn. The statue on the right is Atalanta, a
mythological female athlete who agreed to marry any man
who could beat her in a foot race. On the opposite end of the
lawn is Hippomenes. In the race, he threw a golden apple in
front of Atalanta. She stopped to pick it up, and he won the
race and her hand. Continue across the lawn to the marble
statue of a wounded Amazon.

7a. Piney Woods/the Lakes
This is one of the last areas developed by Steele Burden,
and it was his experiment in a more naturalistic picturesque
landscape, serving as a transitional area leading to the lakes.
In creating these lakes, Steele Burden added a large water
feature. He used the soil to create changes in topography,
providing a sense of enclosure from the outlying agronomic
landscape. He enhanced the edges of the lakes with a
gazebo and planted native Louisiana irises and cypress trees.

8. Bacchus/Kurume azalea walk
This carved stone statue is the god of wine, the inspirer of
ritual madness and ecstasy. Steele Burden placed Bacchus at
the terminus of a crape myrtle allée to draw strollers from
the house to the lakes. The crape myrtles are underplanted in
Kurume or dwarf azaleas.

9. Garden I/Garden House
Steele Burden developed this area during the 1920s, building
the Garden House in 1926 as a retreat. He spent many of his
early days here painting, reading and entertaining guests.
The first live oaks in Windrush were planted here.

10. Pigeonnier/Hostler’s House
Wealthy plantation owners often had pigeonniers to provide
squab for fine dining. This one was constructed as an
ornamental garden shed. The Hostler’s House is one of the
two 19th-century structures original to Windrush. The hostler
was a hired hand employed to tend the horses.

