
The goal of the Ouachita Parish Office of the LSU AgCenter is to inform and educate youth and adults 

about Agriculture, Nutrition and Youth Development to improve their lives using research based 

information. 

Ouachita Outbox 

Agriculture and Natural Resources 

A corn and soybean irrigation budget 

survey was conducted in Ouachita Par-

ish as part of a statewide analysis in 

cooperation with the LSU Ag Econom-

ics Department.  Two sites around the 

parish were monitored during the 2015 

growing season to determine the actual 

costs of irrigation on the two crops. The 

results of this project will be used by 

producers to plan budgets for the up-

coming production years. 

One of the LSU AgCenter’s main goals 

has been and will continue to be to edu-

cate the public on Agriculture and its 

role in their lives. The 2015 Ag Expo 

was conducted in January and is a stra-

tegic outlet in this education and 

demonstrates to our clientele our in-

volvement to the community. Ag Alley 

featured educational displays on corn, 

forestry, mini-farm and gardening. The 

LaHouse project display was also fea-

tured at this year’s event. 

It was determined that over 11,000 peo-

ple entered and viewed the exhibits at 

Ag Alley, of those over 1,800 first and 

fourth grade youth were educated on 

where their food originates. The Ouach-

ita staff plays a valuable part of inform-

ing the public about the importance of 

Agriculture to the area. 

Demonstration variety plots on corn and 

soybeans were planned and planted this 

spring. These trials are part of a state- 

wide core variety effort to determine 

which varieties perform best under all 

types of conditions. The corn plots were 

planted in the Fondale – Bosco area and 

the soybean plot was planted in the Mi-

lhaven area. They will be harvested this 

January - June 2015 

4-H Youth Development 

Ouachita 4-H had approximately 1,150 

4th through 12th graders enrolled for 

the 2014-2015 school year.  The club 

focus for this past year was commodi-

ties grown locally in Louisiana.  These 

youth gained knowledge on a basic un-

derstanding of what commodities are 

used for.  4-H Agents reach these youth 

through school based clubs, after school 

clubs and workshops, and recreational 

centers.   

Ouachita 4-H has a shooting sports pro-

gram that is volunteer driven. Ouachita 

has twelve trained and active volunteers 

that help train in rifle, archery, and 

shotgun.  Ouachita 4-H has approxi-

mately forty-five shooting sports partic-

ipants that participated in rifle, shotgun, 

and archery who have gained 

knowledge in shooting skills and disci-

plines.  Twenty-five shooting sports 

participants competed at regional com-

petitions, with eight of those partici-

pants advancing to state competition in 

shotgun and archery.  The LSU 

AgCenter 4-H Youth Development Of-

fices and Office of Coastal Protection 

and Restoration teamed up to bring 

Youth Wetlands Education and Out-

reach Program. This program develops 

and distributes wetland education cur-

riculum and teaching materials FREE to 

any teacher who signs up for the pro-

gram.  Ouachita had over 500 youth to 

participate in the parish.   

4-H pledges our heads to clearer think     

ing, heart to greater loyalty, hands to 

larger service, and health to better liv-

ing, for our club, community, and 

world.  4-H motto is to “Make the Best 

Better” and that is what Ouachita 4-H 

strives to do for Ouachita Parish.   

fall. 

The Ouachita Cattleman’s Association 

was presented programs on relying on 

multiple sources to supply the cattle 

farms with items needed for animal 

production and fertilizing summer pas-

tures. These programs were presented 

by LSU Specialists, agents and industry 

representatives. 

 

 



A social marketing campaign promoting messages of healthy lifestyles is underway 

along with series of nutrition classes for adult, senior, and youth audiences in Ouachita 

Parish through the SNAP-Ed program (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program Edu-

cation).  Marketing materials include banners, posters, window clings, recipe cards, and 

magazines.    These materials are being utilized to reinforce the MyPlate healthy eating 

and activity messages being promoted in the nutrition classes.   

In January, classes of 1st graders participated in “Down on the Farm” at Ag Alley.  Chil-

dren visited interactive stations to learn about making healthy food choices and where 

their food comes from.  They had the opportunity to “milk” Louella the pretend dairy 

cow and enter the Germ Cave to learn about hand washing.  Children also learned about 

MyPlate and visited the mini farm.  

One third grade class at Berg Jones Elementary participated in the Body Quest program.  

This series of classes introduces kids to the Body Quest Warriors through iPad apps and 

traditional nutrition education combined.  Children are offered vegetables to taste 

throughout the program.  

SNAP-Ed partners with numerous agencies including the Women, Infants, and Children 

(WIC) program and the Healthy Community Coalition for Region VIII.  These partner-

ships allow a greater number of citizens to be reached and have led to the establishment 

of a community garden in Monroe.   Summer nutrition day camps were held for youth in 

order to promote cooking skills and healthful eating.  One program involved parents 

along with the children.   
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Horticulture 

Nutrition & Health 

The Northeast Louisiana Master Gardener’s Association held their 5th annual gardening 

seminar in January. A home gardening workshop took place at the Scott Center in 

Winnsboro in February. Twenty-five attended the new Master Gardener class series 

which began in March. The annual spring plant sale in April generated over $10,000 in 

revenue, which will be used for Master Gardener projects in the community. 

Six presentations were given on gardening topics. Three articles were published in the 

Louisiana Gardener magazine. Twenty-three weekly articles were submitted to the News

-Star. The weekly call-in TV spot on KNOE TV-8 continues to be a highlight in the 

community. 

The Master Gardeners have volunteered man hours to maintain flower beds and garden 

beds at Chennault Aviation Museum and Louisiana Purchase Gardens and Zoo, as well 

as a demonstration and butterfly garden behind the West Monroe Farmer’s Market.  

 


