Connecting Poverty Point
Reservoir State Park to Delhi
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Bayou Hacon Paddlng Trall -

This short paddle is great for beginners and starts at the
Poverty Point Reservoir State Park ramp and meanders
to Delhi, which is 6.5 miles away by water.

Getting There:

Poverty Point Reservoir State Park

1500 Poverty Point Parkway, Delhi, La. 71232
318-878-7536 or 800-474-0392 (toll free)
Email: povertypointres@crt.la.gov

From Interstate 20, take the Delhi exit and go

north approximately 3 miles to the park entrance.
GPS Coordinates: N 32 28 56.958; W 91 29 40.656.

Nearest Towns:

Delhi, La.

Epps, La.

Lake Providence, La.
Oak Grove, La.
Bastrop, La.
Monroe, La.
Vicksburg, Miss.
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If you are a beginning paddler, you could go straight to the Poverty
Point Reservoir State Park’s boat ramp and make a round-trip paddle
of any distance. Park your vehicle at the ramp and paddle upstream
as far as you want; then turn around and paddle back with the river’s
flow helping you return.

This flat-water paddle has no topography changes. The 6.5 miles

has no snags or blockages of any sort. It can be run at any water level,
but check with park officials about any possible local changes.

During periods of high water, currents could be swift.

As with all southern rivers, water levels can vary on Bayou Macon
and will have significant effects on water speed, safety and usability.

Note: There is a dangerous unmarked low-head dam (or weir) not
far downstream of the U.S. Highway 80 bridge. There is no concern
during low water, but it could be catastrophic in fast water.
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This 6.5-mile paddle is perfect for beginners. The total length of
the trail from the historic park to the reservoir park is 18.4 miles.

Beginners can count on making 1-2 miles per hour. Advanced
paddlers can do 2-3 miles per hour. Of course, the strongest
paddlers can go even faster. Regardless, check the mileage of
your route and make sure you have enough time for your ability.
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Go to www.RiverGages.com and view the river gauge for Como, La.,
for the best indication of river conditions in this section of river. Como
is south of this section, so what you see on the charts already will have
happened on the river in this area. Low water (too shallow) is below 36
on the Como Gauge (when some dragging through shallows and mud
flats might be necessary).

Ideal level: 40-50 on the Como gauge. Above 55 on the Como gauge,
the current will be swift, and caution is advised. Flood stage is 62 on
the Como gage. During the hot, dry months of the summer and fall,
regional farmers depend on Bayou Macon for irrigation, which
sometimes affects local water levels.

Historical Water Levels:

Looking at data for the Bayou Macon from the past 10 years, the river
typically runs around 36 feet on the Como gauge — with spikes due to
rainfall and runoff, sometimes spiking up to 60 feet or higher. Bank full
is at 62 feet, a level it has reached only two times in the past 10 years.
During the Mississippi River flood of 2011, Bayou Macon stayed high
for several months because of the amount of water seeping under the
levee and emerging in all of the oxbow lakes, bayous and drainages,
such as Chicot Lake, Ark., where Bayou Macon is born.
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Possible wildlife sightings include wild turkey, white-tailed deer and
lots of birds, especially egrets, pileated woodpeckers, blue jays and
kingfishers. Be on the lookout for waders such as pelicans, herons,
egrets, storks, roseate spoonbills and anhinga.

The best time to view animals is either early in the morning or late in
the day. The best times for birding really include all times of the day
but are especially good around dawn and dusk.
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Poverty Point Reservoir State Park
Boat Launch West Bank (RBD): N32.531942, W91.470465

Oxbow Lake No. 1, Mile 13.5
East Bank (LBD): N32.516855, W91.472855

Oxbow Lake No. 2, Mile 14.1 (incorporated into lake and inaccessible due to levee)
West Bank (RBD): N32.506287, W91.480236

Oxbow Lake No. 3, Mile 14.7 (incorporated into lake and inaccessible due to levee)
West Bank (RBD): N32.482735,W91.48538

Oxbow Lake No. 4, Mile 16.1
West Bank (RBD): N32.482687, W91.485472

Poverty Point Reservoir State Park (4 Cabins for Rent), Mile 15.5
West Bank (RBD): N32.491122, W91.483111

High Voltage Transmission Line, Mile 15.9: N32.484688, W91.4858
Natural Gas Pipeline Crossing: N32.47169, W91.484193
U.S. Highway 80 Boat Ramp: N32.457487, W91.476205

DANGER: Low-head Dam, 200 yards downstream of Highway 80 bridge
N32.456417, W91.475832
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Carry plenty of drinking water during the summer and fall months

to prevent dehydration. During the winter months, carry extra warm
clothing as well as an emergency kit including fire-starting materials.
Hypothermia is a risk during the winter.

Always pack your overnight gear just in case you have an unexpected
delay (such as severe thunderstorm or medical emergency). This

paddle is through a remote, rural area with few services.

Watch for poisonous plants and venomous snakes.
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1500 Poverty Point Parkway, Delhi, La. 71232
Information: 318- 878-7536 or 800-474-0392
Reservations: 877-CAMP-N-LA or 877-226-7652
Email: povertypointres@crt.la.gov




