
Greetings, 

I look forward to serving the VLA with a humble heart and great joy. 

We have a lot of  ideas that I hope everyone will enjoy, taking it back 

to basics is one that I am looking forward to. Being involved in the 

VLA has afforded me the opportunity to meet several people from 

across the state, and I enjoying hearing their ideas on making this  

association function as a fully integrated part of  the 4-H family.  

Working closely with agents and directors helps us make a better  

environment for the children we work with. I look forward to a great 

year to come and hearing from you. I am always listening to you.  

    

       Sincerely, 

       Belinda Page 
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Summer 2011 

 

SRVF 

2011 Southern Region 4-H Volunteer Forum 

“4-H : It’s A Natural” 
October 6-9, 2011 

Little Rock, Arkansas 
  

Earlybird Deadline:  July 15th—$325.00 

(Includes transportation, meals at conference, and housing)   
For more information, contact:     
Todd Tarifa at tatarifa@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Join Louisiana volunteers at C.A. 

Vines Arkansas 4-H Center  



Monsanto Representative Greets  
Louisiana 4-H Volunteers 

Caption describing pic-
ture or graphic. 

“To catch the reader's attention, place an interesting 

sentence or quote from the story here.” 
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Upcoming Volunteer 

Opportunities 

4-H Camp 

4-H University 

Marsh Maneuvers 

LOST Camp 

Wild Woods Wandering 

Interested? 

Contact  

Todd Tarifa at 

tatarifa@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 

Quotes of the Quarter 

“Volunteers don't get paid, 
not because they're 

worthless, but because 
they're priceless.”   

~Sherry Anderson 

“Unless someone like you 
cares a whole awful lot, 
nothing is going to get 

better.  It's not.”  

~Dr. Seuss 
 

Save the Date 

2011 Southern Region 4-H 

Volunteer Forum 

C.A. Vines Arkansas 4-H 

Center 

Little Rock, AK 

October 6-9, 2011 

Early Bird Deadline  

July 15  

Want to know more? 
 
Keep up with the 
latest news, forms 
and events at our 
new website. 
www.lsuagcenter. 

com/VLA 

Dennis Marcantel from Monsanto 
brought greetings from the company’s   
headquarters to more than 50 4-H adult  
volunteers and staff attending the 2011  
Louisiana 4-H Volunteer Forum. The event, 
i4-H: There’s An App for That! was held March 
11-13, 2011, at the Marriott Conference 
Center in Baton Rouge, LA. 
  The Louisiana  4-H Volunteer  
Forum was a two-day weekend event  
offering interactive workshops, awards  
presentations, an inspirational speaker,  
displays, the Louisiana 4-H Volunteer Leaders Association business meeting, and networking 
opportunities. The event gave volunteers the opportunity to add to their toolkit of resources 
and knowledge on how to build capacity to manage 4-H clubs.  

Belinda Page, president of the VLA, stated, “The 4-H Leader Forum is very important 
because it reenergizes our leaders and brings new materials and information to them for the 
betterment of our local 4-H clubs.  We also reacquaint ourselves with friends and make new 
contacts that can benefit us down the road with ideas that work for them.”   

According to the evaluations submitted by forum attendees, participants indicated that 
they broadened their youth development knowledge, leadership and volunteer skills, and 
knowledge of ethical decision-making.  Each indicated they would be reaching 30-100 4-H’ers 
with their increased knowledge, translating into 1500 to 5,000 Louisiana 4-H youth!  
Comments from the evaluations include: 
“I will use what I learned about ethics and the power of positive attitude.”  
“l learned different ways of reaching out to 4-Hers and other adult leaders“  
“The conference…encouraged me to continue my efforts as a 4-H volunteer in youth  
programs”  

These Louisiana volunteers are just a small sample of the 540,000 4‑H volunteers in 
the United States. Monsanto has committed $500,000 per year to 4-H volunteerism, including 
the sponsorship of one 4-H volunteer forum or equivalent volunteer development activity per 
state, in addition to the sponsorship of regional 4-H volunteer events. Approximately 25,000 
volunteers attended these state forums over the first two years of this sponsorship.  
  

 

An AgMagic Thank You!!!   

Thank you so much AgMagic Volunteers for giving 
your time and talents to volunteer at this year’s LSU 
AgCenter’s AgMagic.  The event was a huge success, 
and would not have been possible without your 
help.  There were over 8,700 youth and adults that 
went through AgMagic during the week, and over 
2,200 attended on Saturday. AgMagic had over 400 
volunteers this year, which is the reason AgMagic 
operated so smoothly. You aided in teaching thou-
sands of children the importance of agriculture in 
Louisiana.  



Conference Evaluation Report  
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Volunteer Leaders Annual Conference Survey  

This year’s L4-HVLA Annual Conference was held at the Marriott Hotel in Baton Rouge on March 11-13, 2011. The conference was 

packed with great educational programs including ethical decision making, robotics, ice breaker activities, victory gardens, military  

programming and much more.  There were over 17 parishes represented at the conference. This year’s conference had 10 volunteer  

leaders who gave presentations sharing ideas from their local programs. 

The following outcomes were obtained through a survey that was administered to participants at the conclusion of the conference: 

As a result of this leader training,                                                             Strongly Agree or Agree 

I was re-energized about 4-H                                                                    100% 

Feel my 4-H work will be enhance                                                           99% 

Developed my skills as a volunteer                                                           99% 

When participants were asked, “What knowledge or skill did they develop through their participation in the LA 4-H VLA  

Conference program?” they responded: 

· “I will used what I learned about ethics and the power of positive attitude. I will also use the ice breaker games with my club.” 

· “I learned different ways of reaching out to 4-H’ers and adult leaders and how to become a master volunteer and opportunities that are 
offered to me.” 
· “Knowledge about participation in training to reach different levels of involvement and awards. I learned about the robotics program 

and grew through my own interest. The program teaches incredible science processing skills.” 

· “Got some new insight into how to do some fun ways of teaching  

communications and instruction following” 

· “I was clueless as to what to expect at the conference. I really had a  
wonderful time. The ethics session reaffirmed that I understood the concepts. 
I loved creating the bird house. I had no clue how to conduct a dog club. 
Finally, I did not like robotics, but keeping hearing about different  
opportunities students have in working with them so I tried it out. I still do 
not like robotics, but can see how important the opportunity to learn about 
them would be to their science processing skills and development. I would 
like to begin working more with this idea.” 
· “Best conference we’ve had in a while” 

· “I thought the workshops were really informative, interesting and fun.” 

Thank you to all those that made the conference a success and to our guest 

speakers for their time and dedication to the  volunteers of Louisiana 4-H. 

We look forward to next year’s conference and hope to see you there. 

 This past year we had a wonderful annual  
conference in Baton Rouge at the Marriott hotel.  We had 
many terrific programs delivered by volunteers from 
around the state. Attendance for the event was lower than 
expected and we would like to find out why. During May 
and June, members with email address information on file 
were asked to participate in a survey about the annual 
conference. Below are the results of the survey. Thanks to 
all of you who responded. 
Top 3 factors affecting the decision to attend the annual 
VLA conference: 
 1. Time of Year 
 2. Location 
 3. Cost 
Primary reason for attending the conference: 
 1. Share ideas with other volunteers 
 2. Receive master volunteer training 

Location and format preference for conference: 
 1. State park with focus on both volunteer  
 development and social activities 
 2. No preference or State park focused on  
 volunteer developments 
Preferred conference dates/length: 
 1. Weekend in October/November 
 2. Weekend in March/April 
Didn’t get a chance to have your voice heard? We will be 
sending out another survey this summer/fall that will be 
given out at area leader trainings for each region. The  
survey will also be available online (see 
www.lsuagcenter.com/vla for link starting August 1). If 
you have any questions or suggestions regarding annual 
conference, please contact Katina Hester at  
khester@agcenter.lsu.edu. 

http://www.lsuagcenter.com/vla
mailto:khester@agcenter.lsu.edu


Volunteer Socials  

Anna Evangeline Normand, a 2011 LSU  4.0  
Graduate is a former 4-H member who got her career  
motivator from Marsh Maneuvers and will be attending the  
University of Florida majoring in BIOGEOCHEMISTRY 
with emphasis on wetlands research  as she works on her  
doctorate.  She was the recipient of the 2010 LA Coastal  
Conservation Stewardship Award. 

We’re on the Web! 

www.lsuagcenter.co

m/VLA 

Fall is a great time to meet new volunteers and get ideas. This fall we would like to host a volunteer social in 
each region of the state so that volunteers and their families can get together, have some fun and meet new 
people. If you are interested in helping to host or plan a social in your area, please contact Katina Hester at 
(530) 643-7837. 

Greetings from LSU Collegiate 4-H Club!!! Our club has accomplished so much this semester, and we 
are ready to get next year started on an even better foot. We ran the ice breakers at Junior Leadership Confer-
ence, helped assemble packets for Youth Wetlands Week, and helped with AgMagic. In addition, in April, seven 
members attended the National Collegiate 4-H Conference in Atlanta, Georgia.  The theme of the conference 
was, “Your Money, Your Future.” We learned about Georgia’s financial literacy service-learning program for 
youth, toured downtown Atlanta, toured Rock Eagle Conference Center, and heard inspirational financial 
speakers such as Greg Weatherford. Katie, ReAzalia, and Eve presented a workshop on Service-Learning.  
 Although the school year is over, that does not mean Collegiate 4-H is taking a break. At 4-H  
University we will speak to the 4-H youth about what Collegiate 4-H is all about 
and give seniors the opportunity to speak with us and sign up for information next 
year. Next year, we also have big plans, from recruiting new members to attending 
Collegiate 4-H Regional and National Conferences next year. Please feel free to call 
or email us if you have any questions about our club or what we do, if you know  
someone who wants to join our club or start a club at their university, or if you 
need us to volunteer with something in your parish. You can contact President,  
Eve Franchebois at efranc4@lsu.edu.  We look forward to hearing from you. 
GEAUX TIGERS AND GEAUX COLLEGIATE 4-H!!!!! 
  

Collegiate 4-H  

A Special Congratulations!  

Newly Elected Officers and Delegates 2011-2012  

Officers 

President: Belinda Page, Natchitoches 

President-Elect: Katina Hester, Ascension 

Vice-President: Andi Alday, St. Charles 

Secretary: Marletta Jackson, Natchitoches 

 

Treasurer: Gloria Miller, St. Charles 

Historian/Reporter:  Jaye Guerin, WBR 

Parliamentarian: Fredda Burns, Natchitoches 

Past President: Yvonne Normand, St. Landry  

 

Regional Representatives  

 
Central: Angela Fusilier, Evangeline; Joyce Stelly,  
St. Landry  
 Southeast: Ashley Jefferson, Plaquemines;  
Fran Castille, St. Helena 
 Northwest: Becky Morgan, Natchitoches; Julie  
Wohletz, Natchitoches 
 Northeast: Ann Keene, Madison  
  

https://www.google.com/voice#phones
mailto:efranc4@lsu.edu

