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Dr. Christine Navarre  cnavarre@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 

No preventive herd health plan is complete without a biosecurity plan.  With the increased movement of 

cattle due to the drought, the risk of introducing diseases is increased.  A sound biosecurity plan will 

minimize this risk.   

 

Introduction of New Animals  

There are two ways to diminish the risk of introducing diseases with new purchases.  First, 

quarantine new arrivals for at least four weeks.  The quarantine herd should be separated from the 

original herd by at least 10 feet of space.  This eliminates two modes of disease transmission (aerosol 

and direct contact), and in doing so eliminates transmission of several diseases.  Second, test for 

diseases based on recommendations from the herd veterinarian.  Embryo recipients, leased animals, 

etc. should be treated the same as new arrivals.   

 

Show Animals 

 Show animals returning home from an event represent a significant biosecurity risk.  Young, 

stressed cattle get commingled with hundreds of animals representing multiple herds.  Show animals 

can become infected with viruses and shed them for a few weeks even if they do not look sick. Show 

animals should be treated like new purchases and quarantined on arrival back home.   

 

Fence Line Contact   

Just like new purchases, livestock across the fence that have nose to nose contact are a risk.  

Herds should be separated by at least 10 feet of space, and fences should be secure to prevent animals 

from straying onto or off of the property.                  

 

Sharing Breeding Males    

Breeding males can carry diseases from herd to herd.  This practice should only be performed if 

the risks are clearly identified and discussed with all parties.         

 

Reuse of Needles 

 Several diseases can be transmitted through blood (anaplasmosis in cattle for example). Reusing 

needles can transfer enough blood from one animal to another to transmit diseases.   A new needle 

should be used on each animal when vaccinating or medicating. 
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Visitors 

 With much of the population unfamiliar with agricultural practices, we should encourage visitors 

to livestock operations.  However, precautions must be taken.  All visitors should sign a registry and be 

escorted on visits.  Non-agriculture visitor groups, especially youth groups, are unlikely to bring diseases 

onto the farm, but they are at risk of leaving with a zoonotic disease (a disease that infects both animals 

and people).  People that have not worked with livestock will have little immunity to zoonotic diseases 

and are more likely to become sick.  Visitors should be advised to “look but not touch” and should have 

a place to wash their hands at the end of the farm tour.   

International visitors and U.S. livestock producers traveling internationally pose a risk of 

introducing a foreign animal disease into the United States.  Producers should talk to their veterinarian 

about ways to minimize these risks.    

 

Poor Sanitation 

 Biosecurity is not just about preventing diseases from entering a livestock operation; it also is 

preventing spread of diseases already on the farm.  This is accomplished through good sanitation 

practices. 

 


