
 

 

Winter and Spring Color 

This is a busy time of year for gardeners and nurseries.  Nurseries have a healthy and abundant 
supply of cool-season annual transplants, seeds and spring flowering bulbs and now is the time to 
renovate the summer garden areas and plant for color during the winter and early spring. 

Transplants reward the gardener with the ability to provide early color and a fuller look to the 
garden.  The most common of the early cool-season bedding plantings include ornamental 
cabbages and kale, snapdragons, pansies and violas.   

There are many cool-season bedding plants which can be seeded directly into beds.  Such plants 
as alyssum, Johnny-jump-up, bluebonnets, calendula, annual phlox and nasturtium are easily 
established from seed. Some plants have to be direct seeded because they dislike being 
transplanted; these include sweet peas, larkspur and the poppies. 

Whether one uses transplants or seed most cool-season bedding plants require a well-drained site 
that receives six hours or more of full sunlight.  In areas which receive less sunlight, the most 
successful plants are the pansy, viola, forget-me-not, nicotiana, primrose, cyclamen and alyssum.  
In heavy shade even these will not perform well.  Of all the cool-season bedding plants primrose 
and cyclamen will bloom with the least amount of sun. 

Placement in the flower bed is also important in achieving an attractive color display.  Plant 
heights should be considered when planting the area.  Cool-season bedding plants and heights 
are as follows: 

4-8 inches tall:  sweet alyssum, lobelia, pansy, Johnny-jump-up, viola, primrose, cyclamen, 
petunia, dwarf snapdragon, ornamental kale and cabbage and annual phlox. 

8-15 inches tall:  medium-sized snapdragon, candytuft, calendula, dianthus, sweet William, 
dwarf nicotiana and California poppy. 

Taller than 15 inches:  Iceland poppy, tall snapdragon, larkspur, delphinium, hollyhock, sweet 
peas and nicotiana. 

Believe it or not it also time to purchase and plant spring flowering bulbs.  The most popular and 
reliable spring flowering bulbs planted during this period include Anemone (windflowers), 
Coronarium, Crocus spp., Crocosmia, Erythronium (Dog tooth violet), Ipheion (Spring 
starflower), Leucojum, Muscari, Narcissus (daffodils, jonquils, paperwhites), Ranunculus and 
Triteleia. 



Also for sale are tulip and hyacinth bulbs.  These should be purchased now, but in order for them 
to perform and bloom as desired they need to be chilled at least six to eight weeks.  Place in 
refrigerator late October for December and January planting. 

With the approach of the cold weather, many insects are in their final generation and soon will be 
taking refuge in protected places (mulch, leaf litter and structures) during the winter months.  
These will not be much of a problem for gardeners once the first freeze arrives, but there are a 
few insects which will be active throughout the cooler months.  Aphids and scale insects are 
year-round sap feeders. High populations of these insect pests can cause a loss in plant vigor, leaf 
curling and discoloration and in some cases plant death. 

The soft bodied aphid is easy to control and there are many pesticide options for their control.  
The scale insects are a different story because of their outer, waxy protective covering.  The most 
common scales found on ornamental woody plants are the Tea scale, San Jose scale and the 
Magnolia scale. Once scale populations are established they are difficult to completely control.  
A year-round control program is needed to minimize these insects.   

Horticultural oils applied in the spring and fall, when temperatures are between 40 and 85 
degrees Fahrenheit, is an effective method for controlling scale.  Always spray the underside of 
the leaves where the insects are attached to the leaves and also the bark.  This material will coat 
the shielded adult’s waxy coating and smother the insect. The systemic insecticides acephate and 
imidacloprid used during the summer months in combination with the horticultural oil will 
control both adults and the young crawlers.  As with all pesticides, read and follow all label 
instructions and precautions. 
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