
 

Weedy Vines in the Landscape 

 

 

During the summer months many landscapes are overrun with weedy vines. These vines can 
completely over-take the entire area if left unchecked.  The most common weedy vines found 
in a home landscape are Virginia creeper, poison-ivy, greenbriar, Japanese honeysuckle and 
Carolina Moonseed. 

Many people confuse Virginia creeper (Parthenocissus quinquefolia) with poison ivy. They often 
grow intermingled in the woods, but they are two separate plants. The easiest way to tell these 
two vines apart is the leaves. Virginia creeper has five leaflets, while poison ivy has three. The 
five leaflets are four to six inches long and attached to a long petiole. In the fall, Virginia creeper 
leaves turn bright scarlet or maroon-red. Virginia creeper is not poisonous. However, because 
poison ivy often grows among Virginia creeper, the person who later breaks out from contact 
with poison ivy may mistakenly associate the rash with the Virginia creeper.  
 
Greenbriar (Smilax spp.) is a widespread native vine in north Louisiana. There are many 
common names for greenbriar, including catbriar, cat sawbriar and sarsaparilla vine. With the 
exception of Smilax pumila (sarsaparilla vine), all species of Smilax are climbing vines. The 
leaves may be of various shapes, but are often ovate, or shaped like a fiddle or arrowhead with 
distinct lobes at the leaf base. Leaves are a very glossy green, smooth above, paler below, and 
from two to five inches long and one-half to four inches wide. 
  
As a smilax plant begins to grow from seed, it sends up a single shoot and produces an 
underground bulb. As the plant matures, a very large cluster of bulbs is formed. Only a few 
shoots will arise from the root mass; the majority of the bulbs lie dormant. If you kill one shoot, 
that bulb may die, but adjacent bulbs may send up shoots within a few days. Smilax grows very 
rapidly, seemingly sending up its long green shoots overnight. 

Japanese honeysuckle (Lonicera japonica) is an evergreen vine with opposite leaves and yellow 
and white fragrant flowers.  The fruits are small, blue-black berries connected in pairs.  This 
plant has become a weed in many areas, climbing over and crowding out landscape plants. 

Carolina moonseed (Cocculus carolinus) is a rambling vine with alternate leaves remaining gree 
into the winter.  The leaves are roughly triangular in shape and the margins are smooth.  The 
bright green color makes the vine stand out in winter months.  Fruit are pea size, brilliant red in 
sizable, tight groups, one seeded. 
 
It is always easier to deal with these difficult weedy vines when they are young and small. One 
of the best ways to control them is to simply dig or pull them up. Unfortunately, this may not 
always be possible. Many times they are intertwined with desirable shrubs.  



Whenever possible, unravel the weedy vine from the desirable plant. As you do this, try to keep 
the vine intact and be careful not to break any of the stems of the desirable plant. Lay the vine 
on some bare ground or on a piece of plastic. Then you can spray it with a non-selective 
herbicide such as glyphosate (Roundup, Eraser, etc.) or triclopyr (Brush-B-Gone or Cut Vine and 
Stump Killer). Be careful to avoid drift or contact of the spray solution with desirable foliage or 
bark. Allow the herbicide to stay on the plant for at least forty-eight hours before cutting the 
stem back to ground level. If the weedy vine attempts to regrow, and it probably will, spray or 
wipe the sprouts when they are six to eight inches high with a glyphosate solution. Always read 
and follow the label directions when using a pesticide. 
 
If the weedy vine cannot be unraveled from the desirable shrub, cut the vine as close to the 
ground as possible. Immediately paint concentrated glyphosate or triclopyr on the cut stem. 

Remember – when gardening, have fun, be creative, be informed and be safe. 
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