
 

Selecting Firewood 

 

As September days come and go, the rain and cooler weather conditions are becoming a regular 
occurrence in the region.  These fall indicators are stirring up images of a cozy fire in the 
fireplace and many homeowners are stocking their firewood bins.  It’s not too early to be 
thinking of cutting or buying firewood.  Actually, if one is cutting wood for burning this winter, 
it is too late to get the maximum heat value from this firewood.   

The heat value, Btu’s produced, of wood depends upon the species and its moisture content. The 
longer it dries, the more efficient the burning process will be and the heat value of the wood will 
increase. Green wood will burn, but too much moisture content in the wood greatly reduces its 
heat value because when wood burns it must change the moisture to steam before the wood burns 
and releases heat. Seasoning time varies among tree species but the average heat value of 
firewood in relation to length of seasoning period is below: 

Seasoning time Percent (%) Heat Value 
12 months 100 
9 months 95 
6 months 90 
3 months 85 
Green 63 

  

The species of tree used for heating also determines the heat value. Oaks and hickories are the 
most popular wood used for heating.  These woods are at the top of the ranking when comparing 
heat value per cord.  Beech, maple and ash are also excellent choices for firewood heat value per 
cord.  Avoid conifers, such as pine, they have a high resin content and this material increases the 
chance of creosote formation in chimneys and may cause a chimney fire. 

Buying firewood can be tricky.  Knowing a few terms of measurement can be helpful in 
determining the amount of actual wood being bought.  Firewood is sold in a variety of 
measurements, depending upon the seller.  Below are a few measurement terms which are 
commonly used by wood sellers and their standard cord equivalents: 

Standard cord – stack of wood 4’x4’x8’ which contains 128 cubic feet of wood and air space and 
between 80-90 cubic feet of wood. 

Rick – stack of wood without specific dimensions.  Volume is determined by multiplying the 
stack length by the width and height ( LxWxH). This volume is divided by 128 to get the 
percentage of a standard cord.   

Standard truck bed (8’ long) – contains approximately one- half ( ½) cord 

Standard truck bed (6’ long) – contains approximately one-third (1/3) cord  



Small truck bed – multiply bed dimension – length x width x height then divide bed volume by 
128 = % of cord 

Whether buying wood for heating the home or for enjoying the roar of the fire in the fireplace, 
take note of the species of wood, seasoning length and the actual measurements of the wood pile.  
These few tips will insure an efficient and comforting wood burning experience. 

Upcoming Event !!  Registrations are being taken for the Northeast Louisiana Master Gardeners 
series of fall gardening classes beginning October 23, 2012 at the LSU AgCenter Auditorium, 
704 Cypress St., West Monroe, LA.  Class size is limited to 90 participants.  Total cost of the 
series is $20.00.  To register, please call (318) 323-2251. 

Classes will be from 6:00-8:00 pm. Class dates and topics: 

Tuesday, October 23rd – Plant Nutrition and Gardening with Soiless Mixtures (Bag Soils) 

Thursday, October 25th – Starting Plant Transplants and Mini-hothouses and Coldframes 

Tuesday, October 30th – Home Vegetable Gardens (Start to Harvest) and Organic Gardening 
Products      

Thursday, November 1st – LA Super Plants and Other Recommended Landscape Plants 

Speakers will include Kiki Fontenot, Ph.D. and Allen Owings, Ph.D. with LSU Horticulture and 
Northeast Louisiana Master Gardeners. 

Remember – when gardening, have fun, be creative, be informed and be safe. 
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