
 

Learning From Extreme Weather Conditions 

 

Well I guess we don’t have to be concerned about watering our landscapes.  The recent weather 
events bringing excessive amounts of rainfall and high winds can be a great learning tool for the 
observant gardener.  Many site conditions, plant health status and proper cultural practices can be 
identified and the importance realized during and after extreme weather.  Practical observations 
include:   

 Identify low areas in landscape which hold water for long periods of time.  Water logged 
soils are not ideal for most species of plants. One can either fill in area with soil or select 
plants which tolerate flooded soils. 

 Identify areas where fallen leaves and branches collect, such as gutters, municipal storm 
drains and natural drainage topography.  It is best to keep clean of debris to insure proper 
water movement.  

 Observe runoff from property.  High runoff areas may mean soil compaction or steep 
slopes.  Soil aeration, ground cover with plants or mulches can slow down the flow; 
heavy rain events can also help the homeowner locate sites with high erosion potential. 
Awareness of proper applications of fertilizers and pesticides on these sites is essential to 
minimize excessive chemicals from moving off-site into the environment. 

 Note prevalent wind directions to plan for future wind break plantings or wind deflection 
structures. 

 Identify large woody plants, trees and shrubs, which exhibit excessive amount of damage 
caused by wind, ice or water. Consider removal and replacement with a plant less 
susceptible to weather damage or prune to reduce the effect of weather forces. 

 Observe tree limbs which become a hazard to overhanging utilities and standing 
structures during extreme weather.  Remove or prune to reduce the length or amount of 
wood and weak structures caused by disease or damage. 

Proper plant selection for the region and maintaining plant health can minimize the effects of 
weather related landscape and property damage.  Plant species vary in their ability to withstand 
adverse weather conditions and generally depends upon the interaction of five factors:  strength 
of wood, shape and size of crown, extent and depth of the root system, previous moisture 
conditions and specific plant structural make-up. 

Now, to something more enjoyable and rewarding to accomplish in the landscape.  August and 
September are ideal months for dividing and transplanting crowded or unhealthy Louisiana 
irises. Unlike most plants, Louisiana irises become dormant in the late summer.  

Louisiana irises are native to the Gulf Coast and can be found from the lowlands of Louisiana to 
the lowlands of neighboring states.  John James Audubon was the first to use the term “Louisiana 
iris” in notes describing a painting in the 1820’s. The name is now recognized by the scientific 
community and consists of five species. 



 Despite the common perception that these irises must be grown in bogs or water gardens, they 
will tolerate a wide range of moisture conditions, but to prosper and bloom well they must 
receive at least an inch of water per week during the growing season. 

To divide your irises, dig up a clump using a garden fork, being careful not to damage the 
rhizomes. Break or cut off the young rhizomes, offsets with new green growth at their tips, from 
the large, old rhizome.  Normally the old rhizomes are discarded and the young rhizomes are 
planted into the existing bed or transplanted into a new bed.  It is important to keep the rhizomes 
from drying out. 

Plant the rhizomes horizontally with the foliage fans facing the desired direction you want the 
plant to grow, and carefully cover all the roots, mulch with a 2 inch layer of pine straw or leaves, 
and water it thoroughly. 

Remember, when gardening – have fun, be creative, be informed and be safe 
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