
            

            

            

         

So you have more asphalt than soil in your schoolyard and home area? Have very 

little growing space? Try container gardening. Consider what cool containers filled with vibrant colors or 

ethnic plantings can do for school entrances, classroom windows, your living room at home or front porch. 

How about jazzing up your room? Well here is your chance to design your own container garden. When we 

think of container gardening, we think of a flower pot or structures constructed out of plywood. But 

they are much more than that. A container can be anything that is large enough to accommodate the 

plants you’re growing, soil, and holes for water to drain. Consider these container planter possibilities: 

buckets, tubs, beach pails, ceramic bowls, boots, tennis shoes, hats, baskets or sinks.  The list goes on! 

 

Contest Rules 

 Containers should be no larger than 24” x 24” and no taller than 18” . 

 Do not add flowers or soil to the containers. 
 Try to think “outside the pot”. Be as creative as you can when choosing your container.  Add 

personal touches such as art work, etc. Do not use copyrighted logos or other copyrighted 

materials. 

 The more color the better! Think about drainage and porosity when you choose the container and 

plants. For plants to have healthy roots, soil needs to drain well. If a container lacks holes, water 

can build up and roots can die. Avoid using containers made of pressure-treated wood which is 

impregnated with toxic chemicals that can harm plants and people. If you build your own wooden 

boxes, use rot resistant wood such as cedar. 

 All 4-H members are invited to enter the contest. School clubs will choose a day to have members 

bring in containers for judging. Each club will choose a first and second place winner. School 

contests should be completed by their club’s March meeting or by March 23rd.  A first and 

second place winner will be selected from mailbox members.  Mailbox members should bring their 

containers to the 4-H office no later March 23rd. Call the office at 736-6519 before dropping 

off container to make sure someone is there. Winning containers will be on display at the Spring  

Garden Show held in City Park, New Orleans, April 15th.  A parish first, second, and third place 

winner will be selected. 

 Attach the following information in a report cover with your entry: 4-H member’s full name, full 

address, parent’s name and phone number, name of 4-H club or indicate mailbox member, and a 

paragraph explaining a description of your container, and why you chose that design .   

 Need more ideas? Go to kidsgardening.com and look up gardening in containers. There are also 

numerous other websites with similar information.  

 Questions? Ask your 4-H leader or call/email the 4-H agents Chantel J. Williams  

 (cjwilliams@agcenter.lsu.edu) or Ann S. Gauthier (agauthier@agcenter.lsu.edu) at 736-6519. 
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