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Agriculture:  Backbone of Louisiana’s Economy

This book tabulates the value of Louisiana agriculture in 2007. Agents and 
specialists of the Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service, as well as other 
agencies – both private and public – compiled the data. Their analysis focuses 
on the animal, forestry, fisheries, plant and wildlife commodities that comprise 
our vital agricultural industry. The agricultural industry continues to contribute 
significantly to the state’s economy with the potential for increased benefits 
through value-added processing. 

Two years ago, in the fall of 2005, Louisiana farmers, foresters, fishermen 
and ranchers faced unprecedented challenges associated with the devastation 
and destruction caused by hurricanes Katrina and Rita. Although the financial 
implications of these storms have continued and likely will continue to be felt, 
Louisiana producers continue to adjust production and respond to the challenges. 

Fortunately, some commodities were spared from extensive damage as their 
growing and harvesting seasons were generally complete by the time the as the 
storms hit the state. While other commodities have seen production levels rebound, 
financial consequences of the storms persist. With hurricane-related production 
difficulties in 2006 and with sharply higher input costs, many producers have 
found it increasingly difficult to recoup fully from the negative financial effects of 
the storms. Other commodities, such as forestry, likely will continue to experience 
long term effects of the storms given the extended production time for that 
commodity. 

Heading into the 2007 growing season, another storm, of sorts, created a great 
deal of change in the agricultural industry. With the growing interest and focus of 
biofuel production, the Louisiana agricultural sector experienced unprecedented 
change in 2007.  Historically high feed grain prices created much interest in corn, 
grain sorghum and wheat production among Louisiana producers. This increased 
interest resulted in substantial shifts in land use away from historically grown 
commodities such as cotton and rice into feed grains that had historically been 
relatively minor crops in the state. These unprecedented shifts in acreage created 
some difficulties in the state’s storage and transportation infrastructure as record 
levels of feed grains had to be moved through the marketing channel. The shift 
away from traditional commodities like cotton has raised concerns about the long-
term viability of the infrastructure that has been built over the years to service that 
industry.

Along with the drastic acreage shifts, the other major issue facing agriculture 
in 2007 was the tremendous increase in energy costs. Double-digit percentage 
increases in fuel and fertilizer prices along with normal inflationary increases 
in other inputs made 2007 one of the most expensive years many producers had 
faced. Fortunately, prices for most commodities were well-above their five-year 
averages, and production levels for most agronomic crops were at or above record 
levels. Favorable weather conditions existed for most of the growing season with 
only high temperatures and low moisture conditions in late season causing some 
quality effects on later harvested commodities.     

Despite the sharply higher production costs, Louisiana agriculture experienced 
a generally favorable year with higher commodity prices and near-record yields. 
For many commodities, 2007 brought improvements in farm profitability as 
price increases more than offset increased production costs, while for other 
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commodities, small price increases were greatly overshadowed by increased 
production costs leaving only marginal improvements in farm profitability.  

With more acreage devoted to feed grain production, however, Louisiana 
agriculture was able to produce commodities valued at nearly $5.7 billion. When 
those commodities were processed, the value-added brought in nearly $5.2 billion, 
for a total contribution of more than $10.9 billion. These values do not include 
authorized government payments. 

Agriculture continues to be a major contributor to the state’s economy, and 
continued cutting-edge research and extension education and outreach will be 
critical to sustaining these significant economic benefits. 

Many communities depend on agriculture, forestry, fisheries and wildlife for 
their livelihood and for local jobs. The heart of agronomic agriculture is found in 
northeastern, southwestern and south central Louisiana. Forestry production is 
mostly in the hill parishes, and the fisheries production takes place mostly along 
the coast, although the aquaculture production of catfish is located mainly in the 
northeast Louisiana Delta. 

Agriculture, forestry and fisheries are more than a business to those who work 
in it day to day. It truly is a way of life. Families have lived on many of these 
farms, forestlands or in fishing villages for generations following a preferred way 
of life even though it means hard work, many hours, high risks and sometimes low 
incomes. 

With the expansion of the biofuel industry, commodity prices have improved 
for many of our commodities. With input costs continuing to be at historical levels, 
however, prices received by producers will continue to be a serious concern as 
will Farm Bill programs that are being debated by policymakers. Each year brings 
additional risks associated with commodity prices, trade agreements, higher input 
costs, as well as potential weather-related disasters. This makes the discovery and 
adoption of new agricultural technology developed by the LSU AgCenter more 
important than ever. 

Agriculture produces the food and fiber commodities that are essential 
elements for life. Without the high productivity of agriculture, many people would 
not have adequate food, clothing and lumber products needed to sustain their lives. 
Even with modern technology, many do not receive enough food to maintain their 
existence. 

Agriculture is a highly sophisticated segment of the national and world 
economy and becomes increasingly more so each year. That is the reason the 
LSU Agricultural Center must continue to support agriculture and consumers 
with factual information provided by a well-trained faculty of extension agents, 
specialists and campus/station-based research scientists. 

Those of us in the LSU Agricultural Center (Louisiana Cooperative Extension 
Service and the Louisiana Agricultural Experiment Station) are proud to be part of 
Louisiana’s agricultural industry, and we look forward to continuing to serve that 
industry and the citizens across the state of Louisiana for years to come.
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Louisiana Summary
Agricultural and Natural Resources

2007

The statistical information in this summary is compiled from estimates 
made by extension agents of the LSU AgCenter after consulting with 
agricultural agency representatives, agricultural and agribusiness leaders and 
others and after study of various reports and resource materials.

Although this material is reasonably accurate and can be used for planning 
and other general information purposes, this is not the official document of 
agricultural data for the state. Official statistical data are gathered, summarized 
and published by the Louisiana Agricultural Statistics Service, P.O. Box 65038, 
Baton Rouge, LA 70896. Reproduction or publication of information in this 
summary should acknowledge the unofficial nature of the statistics.

A gross value has been computed for each commodity, which in some 
cases includes a value from natural resources and, consequently, does not 
represent income to farmers. The gross value is an indicator of the commodity’s 
contribution to economic activity, but is not an indicator of farm profits. 
Production costs cut heavily into profit for many commodities. Even where 
there might have been an increase in gross income over previous years, there 
might have been a corresponding increase in the cost of production.

In the state summaries, the value added in marketing, processing and 
transportation is estimated to indicate the total contribution of agriculture and 
natural resources to the state’s economy.

The state summary is not an exact summation of all parish reports. Some 
adjustments have been made, considering changes in average prices received, 
reports from statewide agricultural agencies and organizations and information 
from other sources.

In each parish table only the commodities that were of economic value in 
that parish in 2007 are listed. If the number of producers or the number of acres 
in a parish was not available, this information could not be included. An asterisk 
indicates that the number was so small that its inclusion might have revealed 
confidential information on individual producers.

Within some commodity groups, such as grains, fruits and commercial 
vegetables, the total number of producers has been omitted because some 
producers grow several different crops within the group. Adding together the 
producers of individual crops would not give a true total for the group.
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Beef Cattle
In 2007, the beef cattle industry began with fears of lowered calf 

prices because of perceived expansion along with increasing input costs. 
As the year progressed, however, beef cow numbers were lower nationally 
and prices held strong through most of the year. The driving factor was a 
devastating drought across much of the country. Demand, however, was 
markedly less due to high wheat prices after traditional fall runs. Produc-
tion costs have increased steadily and should put producers at a tremendous 
disadvantage in 2008.  

Cow numbers are back to pre-hurricane figures totaling 621,405 with 
a reported 12,193 producers. Gross farm income from beef cattle declined 
from $377.6 million in 2006 to $356.3 million in 2007. This decline was 
due to a decrease in calf prices in the past year.  

The gross farm value of the steer sales in 2007 is $138.1 million, 
slightly higher than the $136.7 million reported in 2006. Gross farm values 
of heifer sales also declined by $5.8 million from $115.7 million in 2006 to 
$109.9 million in 2007.

A significant drop in cow-calf pairs sold in 2007 was noted since 
39,795 pairs were sold for a value of $38.4 million down from the $50.4 
million from the 53,017 pairs sold in 2006. Gross farm value of cull cows 
and bulls was $24.2 million and $7.0 million, respectively.

The total value of the beef cattle industry in 2007 was $395.4 million 
of which $39.2 million was value-added. This was down somewhat from 
$419.1 million in 2006.

Dairy
Milk production was reported by 16 parishes in 2007. Three parishes in 

the southeastern part of the state and one parish in the northwestern part ac-
counted for about 92% of the milk production, about 91% of the herds and 
92% of the dairy cows. The number of dairy farms declined from 235 in 
2006 to 204 in 2007. The number of milking cows decreased from 28,764 
head in 2006 to 25,133 head in 2007. Total milk production decreased from 
385.9 million pounds in 2006 to 345.9 million pounds in 2007. The on-
farm value of milk increased from $56.6 million in 2006 to $71.6 million 
in 2007. Even though milk production was reduced by 39.9 million pounds, 
the on-farm value of milk increased by $15.0 million primarily because of 
the unprecedented price of milk. In 2007 it averaged $20.70 per hundred-
weight, $6.04 higher than in 2006. Increases in feed, fuel and fertilizer 
costs, however, resulted in smaller profit margins for dairy producers in 
2007. 

Animal Enterprises
Total farm income for all animal enterprises was $1.844 
billion for 2007, up 10 percent from $1.675 billion in 
2006. Value added was $1.060 billion. Total value of all 
animal enterprises to the Louisiana economy was $2.904 
billion.
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The value of milk sales in 2007 from diary goats was $2,058, down 
from $6,319 in 2006. The number of producers increased from 15 last year 
to 17 in 2007. The 260 milk goats produced 8,230 pounds of milk, down 
significantly from 25,275 pounds last year.

Value-added contributed $114.3 million more. The value of cull cows, 
bred heifers, mature cows, breeding age bulls and calves was $13.5 mil-
lion. The total value of milk and animal sales to Louisiana dairy produc-
ers was $85.1 million. The total economic contribution from dairying in 
Louisiana, including milk sales, animal sales and additional processing was 
$199.4 million. 

Horses
The horse industry is an important economic stimulus for Louisiana. 

Approximately 207,350 horses are owned by an estimated 52,368 people. 
The industry is composed of approximately 10 percent racing, 20 percent 
show or competition and 70 percent recreational horse owners.

The racehorse industry is composed of 1,388 breeders who own 12,854 
mares that produced 8,360 foals that were sold in 2007 for $67million. 
These breeders own 1,267 stallions that were bred to 11,844 mares, gen-
erating income from stud fees of $30 million. The total income generated 
from racehorse production was $97 million.

An additional 2,213 racehorse owners owned 15,049 racehorses in 
training or on the track at a value of $181 million. The impact of racehorse 
owners and breeders activities in 2007 was $277 million.

The show and competition horse industry (horse shows, barrel racing, 
cutting, roping, team penning, etc) is composed of 2,764 breeders who own 
8,927 mares, which produced 6,030 foals that were sold for $24 million. 
These breeders own 1,007 stallions, which bred 5,008 mares, generating 
$7.5 million in income from stud fees. The total income generated from 
show and competition horse production was $31.5 million. Another 4,816 
owners compete on their 15,249 horses which are valued at $76.4 million.  
The total impact of the show and competition horse industry is $107.9 mil-
lion.

A large portion of the horse industry is recreational. The horse is used 
for comfort, exercise and enjoyment. Approximately 20% or 11,331 of the 
recreational horse owners bred 28,252 mares and sold 15,026 foals in 2007 
for $22.5 million. These horsemen own 2,551 stallions, which were bred 
to 10,029 mares generating income from stud fees of $5 million. The total 
income from production in the recreational horse industry was $27.5 mil-
lion in 2007. Another 25,131 recreational horse owners have 66,897 horses 
valued at $100.4 million. The total impact of the recreational horse indus-
try is $127.9 million.

A total of 207,350 horses in Louisiana are valued at $512.9 million and 
owned by 52,368 horsemen. The valued-added in the horse industry was 
estimated to be $56.4 million last year. Thus, the total economic value of 
the horse industry in Louisiana in 2007 was $569.3 million.

The average horse owner spends about $4,000 per year on feed, tack, 
equipment, veterinary supplies and medicines, which generate $829 mil-
lion in additional expenditures for the horse industries. In addition to the 
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value of horses produced and maintained in Louisiana, the activities of 
the horse industry generate a tremendous cash flow for the state. The four 
racetracks employee 3,000 people and generate expenditures of approxi-
mately $1 billion per year. The show and competition industry conducts an 
estimated 500 activities per and generates $20.5 million in expenditures. 
With the value of horses, expenditures on horses and the activities in which 
they engage, the impact of the horse industry is estimated at $2.4 billion 
per year. The American Horse Council estimates that the Louisiana horse 
industry has an economic impact of $2.5 billion per year.

Poultry
Broilers and Eggs 

Poultry production continues to be the largest animal agricultural 
industry in Louisiana and is second only to forestry in total income produc-
tion for all agricultural commodities. In 2007, Louisiana growers produced 
1.06 billion pounds of broiler meat. The gross farm value of these broilers 
was $795 million. There were 460 broiler producers. Commercial broilers 
are produced in 11 parishes including Bienville, Claiborne, Jackson, Lin-
coln, Natchitoches, Ouachita, Sabine, Union, Vernon, Webster and Winn. 

There were 129 breeder flock producers in 2007. These breeder flocks 
produced 27.4 million dozen eggs with a gross farm value of $47.9 million. 
Also, 42 pullet producers produced 1.9 million pullets with a farm value of 
$15.2 million. 

There were 814 (commercial and small producers) edible egg produc-
ers in Louisiana in 2007. Table egg production was 17.7 million dozen 
eggs. The farm value for commercial egg production was $14.2 million in 
2007. 

The gross farm value for all poultry production in Louisiana was 
$884.1 million in 2007. The value added from poultry production to the 
Louisiana economy was estimated to be $848.7 million last year. The total 
value of poultry production in Louisiana was $1.733 billion in 2007.

Ratite and Other Exotic Fowl
The sale of ratites and exotic fowl generated $500 in Louisiana in 

2007. The decline in birds and values continued.

Quail
There were 24,459 birds produced in 2007 by 21 producers. Quail 

generated a gross farm value of $48,918 in 2007.

Rabbits
The production of rabbits for meat and exhibition involved 390 produc-

ers in 2007. The fryer industry produced 96,411 pounds of meat. Louisiana 
rabbit producers generated $82,980 in gross income. With value added of 
$7,883 the total value of rabbit production in 2007 was $90,863.
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Sheep and Goats
Fifty-six parishes reported sheep or goat production in 2007. Sheep 

were produced by 427 producers, a slight decrease from last year, while 
1,139 producers raised goats, an increase from last year. 

Total number of lambs marketed (slaughter, feeder and club/show 
lambs) was estimated to be 5,567, down slightly from last year, with a 
market value of nearly $750,000. Stocker sheep sold numbered 614 head, 
down slightly from last year, with a gross farm value of $30,700. Cull 
sheep sold were estimated at 1,289 head, also down from the previous year, 
with a gross farm value exceeding $46,000. Wool production was estimated 
at 31,590 pounds, down slightly from last year, with gross sales of nearly 
$13,000.

Total number of slaughter goats marketed was estimated to be 10,175 
head, up from 9,755 slaughter goats sold last year, and valued at $1.2 mil-
lion. Stocker goats numbered 4,012 head in 2007, a slight increase from 
the previous year, with a farm value of $0.3 million.  here were 2,843 cull 
goats marketed this year for $0.17 million. Goats sold as club/show goats 
numbered 2,364 head with a gross farm value of $0.7 million, a significant 
increase over last year.

Gross farm value for sheep production was $0.8 million while goat 
production was valued at $2.4 in 2007. Combined total value of production 
of sheep and goats was $3.25 million last year. Value added was estimated 
to be slightly less than $0.3 million. Total value for sheep, wool and goats 
was $3.5 million in 2007. 

Swine
Louisiana pork producers numbered 407 in 2007 compared to 438 in 

2006. St. Martin (60), Rapides (35), Avoyelles (30), Calcasieu (30), Ver-
milion (26) and West Feliciana (23) parishes reported the largest numbers 
of producers. The number of sows reported in 2007 was 3,144, down from 
3,613 in 2006. Show pigs, totaling 2,792 sold for $0.7 million, down slight-
ly from last year. Feeder pig sales of 13,201 head had a gross farm value 
of $0.4 million in 2007. Four thousand fewer feeder pigs were sold in 2007 
than in 2006. Slaughter hog sales at 9,903 head were down from 2006. 
Farmgate value of slaughter hog sales in 2007 were $1.1 million. There 
were 1,290 head of cull animals (sows and boars) sold for approximately 
$165,000. The gross farm of sales of all classes of swine in 2007 was $2.4 
million. The estimated value added from the swine sector was $0.6 mil-
lion in 2007, so when this is added to gross farm sales the total value of all 
swine production in the state was $3.0 million in 2007.

Exotic Animals 
Exotic animal producers had gross farm sales of $93,600 in 2006, 

down from $137,720 in 2006.
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Aquaculture
Louisiana supports one of the most diverse aquaculture industries in 

the nation, including species and products such as crawfish, catfish, alliga-
tors, oysters, tilapia, baitfish, hybrid striped bass, soft-shell crawfish and 
crabs, ornamental fish, baby turtles, a variety of freshwater game fish and 
other minor species. Louisiana’s producers continue to lead the nation in 
crawfish, soft-shell crawfish, oyster, pet turtle and alligator sales, and new 
species such as saltwater baitfish and cultured corals are being evaluated 
commercially. Louisiana’s aquaculture crops exhibited mixed results during 
2007 with gross farm sales of $170.7 million, down 8% from 2006. Value 
added to aquaculture was estimated to be $110.9 million, which when 
added to gross farm value of $170.7 millions resulted in $281.6 million as 
the total value of the aquaculture sector in the state’s economy.

Estimates from the field indicate that farmed crawfish production oc-
cupied approximately 168,000 acres during the 2006-2007 harvest season, 
compared to approximately 130,000 the previous year. With 1,305 pro-
ducers in 2007, the number of producers was up slightly from a year ago, 
although this may not reflect the total number of people making an income 
from crawfishing operations. Estimated yields per acre (650 pounds) were 
higher over most of the crawfish producing areas of the state, possibly re-
flecting more accurate accounting or estimating practices compared to pre-
vious seasons. According to estimates from the various crawfish producing 
parishes, more than 109 million pounds of farm-raised crawfish were sold 
for $84.6 million in the 2006-2007 season, making farm-raised crawfish the 
state’s most valuable aquaculture crop.

Following several years of impressive growth in the number of farmed 
alligators produced, industry expansion has continued but at a slower pace 
due to lingering hurricane effects on nesting habitats. Nonetheless, the 
value of farmed alligator production increased to pre-hurricane levels, with 
$30.1 million in farmgate value.  

Pet turtle hatchling production was steady in 2007, with production 
(10.5 million) and sales figures ($6.3 million) virtually unchanged from the 
previous year. 

Hurricanes devastated much of Louisiana’s oyster fleet, infrastructure 
and markets in late 2005. Throughout the next year, the industry struggled 
to reorganize and return to production. Sales figures this year were $30.1 
million, which were near pre-hurricane levels. The oyster aquaculture 
figures reported here represent a one-year lag (so that the figures for oysters 
reported this year are from 2006). This delay happens because the sales 
data are compiled and provided by the Louisiana Department of Wildlife 
and Fisheries to the LSU AgCenter but are not available until the middle of 
the year following calendar year reported.

Fisheries and Wildlife
Total farm value of all fish and wildlife enterprises was $482.7 
million in 2007, down 2% from $492.0 million in 2006. Value 
added was $337.3 million. Total value of all fishery and wildlife 
enterprises to the Louisiana economy was $820.0 million in 
2007.
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  Louisiana’s bait fish industry declined significantly from $3.8 million 

in 2006 to $0.6 million this year. This decline most likely reflects broader, 
negative economic trends, increased popularity of artificial lures and com-
petition in other states as producers switched from catfish production to 
bait production in an attempt to remain profitable.

Catfish
Despite continuing declines in acreage, Louisiana still ranks fourth 

among catfish-producing states. Declines in catfish acreage and production 
appeared to have continued throughout the major producing states in 2007, 
not just Louisiana. Catfish acreage decreased to 4,814 acres in ponds, man-
aged by 22 producers who sold almost 22 million pounds of catfish valued 
at $16.8 million. Downward pressure on prices, combined with signifi-
cantly increasing input costs for feed and fuel presage potential significant 
declines in catfish production in the coming year.

Fisheries
The harvest of freshwater and marine fish and shellfish in Louisiana 

continues to contribute significantly to the state’s economy. Fisheries land-
ings are recorded by two government agencies. The Louisiana Department 
of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF) receives monthly reports from the initial 
buyers (processors, dealers, etc), who are required to record every transac-
tion. Species, weight and dockside sales value of the landings are reported 
for all commercially harvested species. 

The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) is also responsible for 
estimating fisheries landings, using both regional NMFS data collectors 
and LDWF reports. The data reported here are from those two cooperating 
sources. 

The freshwater fisheries and marine fisheries data reflect the calendar 
year 2006. The one-year lag is necessary to ensure data accuracy. Realtime 
reports on fisheries landings are not available until four months after the 
fact, and final statistics are often six to seven months behind. Estimating 
landings for the second half of the year based on landings reports from the 
first half is inaccurate. This is the fifth year of this method of reporting fish-
eries landings data; therefore, these data may not be directly comparable to 
those reported more than four years ago. 

One final caveat is that parish totals for fisheries landings will not equal 
the state total because of legal confidentiality requirements. When fewer 
than three sources in a parish report landings of a fisheries commodity in 
that parish, the number of landings cannot be publicly released without 
breaking confidentiality requirements.  Furthermore, fisheries landings 
are reported for the parish in which the fish are offloaded; not the parish 
in which the boat and its crew may be domiciled or the parish where the 
catches actually were made.

Freshwater Fisheries
Freshwater finfish is comprised primarily of catfish, buffalo, shad, gar 

and carp and is typically less valuable on a per-pound basis than marine 
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finfish. Total freshwater finfish landings in 2006 increased in value by 18% 
from 2005 levels to $5.4 million on 10.9 million pounds sold. 

Slight increases in catfish, the mainstay of the more valuable of fresh-
water species, contributed to the increase, though price per pound for 
catfish remained relatively stable. Sales of catfish caught commercially in 
Louisiana waters was $2.3 million in 2006. Shad, a low-value bait species 
that typically landed in half the amount of catfish, experienced a decrease 
in landings and in value (because of increased commercial bait production) 
so that only $0.6 million in sales were recorded in 2006.  

Most wild crawfish are caught in the Atchafalaya Basin, where water 
levels fluctuate as inflows are controlled at about one-third of the combined 
flows of the Mississippi and Red rivers. Although wild crawfish compete 
in the marketplace with farm-raised crawfish, some consumers prefer the 
wild product because of its frequently larger size. The volume of the wild 
crawfish harvest is almost completely constrained by the timing and dura-
tion of the annual winter/spring floodwater event in the Atchafalaya Basin. 
As with other fisheries resources, however, wild crawfish production was 
impacted negatively by the hurricanes that struck coastal Louisiana in the 
fall of 2005. These fisheries continue to recover, though it may take several 
years for these fragile ecosystems to recuperate. As a result of this slow re-
covery, freshwater crawfish landings were only 1.5 million pounds in 2006, 
down substantially from 15.2 million pounds in 2005. Wild crawfish sales 
were $1.3 million in 2006, a substantial decline from dockside sales of $7.9 
million in 2005. 

Marine Fisheries
Marine food finfish landings are varied and complex, with about 80 

different species being landed for 9.6 million pounds. In 2006, the top five 
species landed by value were yellowfin tuna, red snapper, striped mullet, 
black drum and king mackerel. Total saltwater food finfish landings were 
valued at about $18.7 million for 2006. 

Landings of menhaden, a low-value, but high-volume non-food finfish 
species, were 690 million pounds in 2006 worth $32.1 million, up slightly 
from 2005. Price received for menhaden was slightly less than 5 cents per 
pound in 2006. Menhaden oil and meal are sold on the world market for in-
dustrial purposes, animal feeds and Omega-3 dietary supplements, among 
other uses, and the prices received for menhaden products is a function of 
the world supply of oils and meals, particularly those produced by the fish-
eries for the anchovetta of the Pacific Coast of South America. 

In 2006, 11.4 million pounds of oysters were landed from private 
aquaculture reefs and from wild reefs. The amount landed from these two 
areas fluctuates from year to year, with production from the two areas be-
ing roughly equal. Prices were essentially the same for oysters from the 
two sources – approximately $3.15 per pound of oyster meat. To calculate 
prices per sack assume 7.4 pounds of shucked oyster meat per sack. Gross 
value of oyster harvested in 2006 was $35.9 million, up from $29.1 million 
in 2005.

Blue crabs constitute nearly all of the Louisiana crab harvest, with 
stone crab claws making up less than 0.01%. Landings of hardshell blue 
crabs landings were 52.8 million pounds (worth $31.8 million), up 39% 
from 37.9 million pounds in 2005. Louisiana hard crab landings normally 
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range from 40 to 50 million pounds. Production of softshell crabs (23,468 
pounds) and peeler crabs for the shedding business (118,235 pounds) are 
still low following loss of facilities in the 2005 hurricanes. 

Louisiana shrimp landings in 2006 consisted of four species: white 
shrimp, brown shrimp, seabobs and pink shrimp. White shrimp have his-
torically provided 50%-60% of the harvest by weight and around 70% by 
value, but in 2006 contributed 65% (87.2 million pounds) of total weight 
and 74% ($106.5 million) of total value. In 2006, brown shrimp contributed 
35% (46.8 million pounds) of the total weight and 26% ($37.8 million) 
of the total value of the fishery. The overall average price for shrimp was 
$1.07 in 2006, down sharply from $1.30 the previous year. Overall land-
ings of 135 million pounds were up from 103 million pounds in 2005. 
Shrimp landed in Louisiana had a gross value of $144.7 million in 2006, 
up from $133.1 million in 2005. Extensive damage to the shrimp fleet and 
infrastructure from the hurricanes of 2005 affected both landings and prices 
in 2006 and will affect profitability in the industry in the coming years. 

Fur
The 2006-2007 harvest of fur animal pelts had a gross farm value of 

$125,537. This represents fur production only and excludes any value 
associated with meat production, predominately from raccoon and nutria 
carcasses. There were 18,588 animals pelted and sold in 2007, which repre-
sents the third consecutive year that pelt numbers have declined. Every fur 
bearer, with the exception of muskrat, declined in number of pelts sold in 
2007.

Average gross farm value of individual pelts across all species was 
$6.75 in 2006-2007.  Raccoons accounted for the greatest number of furs 
taken (33%), with the remaining fur production coming from nutria, musk-
rat, mink, opossum, river otter, red fox, grey fox, bobcat, beaver and coy-
ote. Pelt prices varied from lows of $1.06 for opossum to highs of $32.60 
for bobcats. Value-added components raised the total value of furs sold in 
Louisiana during the 2006-2007 trapping season to $154,160.

Nutria removals in the state associated with the Coast-wide Nutria 
Control Program (CNCP) accounted for 375,683 animals being taken. This 
constitutes an increase of 206,840 nutria taken over the previous year. This 
increase is primarily a function of the incentive payments for removing 
these animals increasing from $4 to $5 per animal. Nutria removed for the 
$5 incentive payment under CNCP, along with the gross dollar value of all 
other animals pelted, totaled $2 million.

Hunting Lease Enterprises
The value of recreational hunting in the state of Louisiana is expressed 

through the income derived from hunting lease enterprises. The number 
of producers who leased land in the state during the 2006-2007 hunting 
season was 6,406. This figure is represented by 5,213 individuals who 
participated in upland game leasing (predominately for deer and turkey) 
and 1,193 individuals who participated in waterfowl leases. Area leased 
for each of these operations was 5.9 million acres for upland game and 1.4 
acres for waterfowl or a combined total of 7.3 million acres. Gross farm 
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values for these leases amounted to $44.1 million for upland game and 
$27.4 million for waterfowl. Average lease rates were $7.50 per acre for 
upland leases and $20 for waterfowl leases. Waterfowl leases averaged $15 
per acre in the coastal areas of the state and $50 per acre in other areas. 
Leasing rates varied greatly throughout the state from lows of $1 to highs 
to $30 per acre for upland game leases. In all hunting lease enterprises, 
rates land owners received were a function of location, habitat quality and 
species involved. High demand for good hunting leases often results in 
lease rates that are greater than the market value of that land.  Value-added 
components raised the total economic impact of hunting leases in the state 
to $75.8 million.

Honey
Honey production for 2007 was down. Although there was a reduction 

in the number of registered colonies in Louisiana from 34,000 last year to 
30,000 in 2007, other factors contributed to the decline in honey produc-
tion. The two primary problems were weather and construction. Weather 
conditions have become unpredictable over the past few years. Rainfall has 
been erratic and has come usually during the worst times for honey produc-
tion, during nectar flows. Over the past three years we have been behind 
with early rainfalls and with heavy or no rains during the nectar flow peri-
ods both in spring and fall. Price was down again this year, causing several 
beekeepers to expand production and to market their own honey as well 
sell to processors.

Beekeepers were still rebuilding colonies from the storm losses and 
some have gotten out of the business. Louisiana beekeepers have been for-
tunate not to have had problems with Colony Collapse Disease (CCD) that 
beekeepers in many states have experienced. CCD appears to be a stress-
related situation dealing primarily with migratory beekeepers that traverse 
the nation with colonies for pollination. The stress of movement, nutrition, 
environment and management has magnified minor problems in migratory 
beekeeping and resulted in significant colony loss. This is not the first time 
this has happened, but is the most significant episode to date.

Varroa and tracheal mites and small hive beetles (SHB) continue to be 
problems for area beekeepers. Increased or improved hive management and 
the development of new management techniques for SHB are helping to 
improve the management of these pests.

People continue to use the beekeepers swarm and colony removal list 
found on the LSU AgCenter Web site: www.lsuagcenter.com/en/environ-
ment/insects/bees_wasps. 
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Cotton
Land harvested for cotton (325,394 acres) in Louisiana in 2007 de-

clined significantly (50%) from 2006 levels. Average yield for the state, 
however, set a record in 2007, based on pounds of lint-per-acre harvested. 
Cotton yields on irrigated land were 1,137 pounds of lint per acre and on 
nonirrigated land were 967. In 2007, 926 cotton producers grew 325,394 
acres and produced 333.5 million pounds compared with 1,432 cotton pro-
ducers who grew 621,766 acres of cotton in 2006.  

In 2007 there were 110,771 acres of irrigated cotton and 214,623 acres 
of nonirrigated cotton. Sales of cotton seed contributed $37.4 million in 
gross farm value to the cotton sector in 2007 because of a sharp increase 
in the price of cotton seed. Gross farm value of all cotton sales, including 
seed, was $204.1 million, which was a significant reduction from $325.0 
million in 2006. This drop was primarily due to the fewer cotton acres 
as farmers shifted cropping systems to corn and soybeans in response to 
strong prices for those commodities. However, reductions in cotton produc-
tion in the state were somewhat offset by a generally favorable growing 
season that produced record yields in Louisiana in 2007.

Feed Grains
Feed grains were grown on nearly 1 million acres in 2007, more than 

double the land planted to feed grains last year (394,235 acres). Corn had 
the largest acreage (726,868), followed by grain sorghum (243,201 acres) 
and oats (8,754 acres). Gross farm value of all feed grains in Louisiana was 
$597.3 million, an increase of 400% over last year’s sales of $119.3 mil-
lion. 

Corn
The 2007 corn year may have been the most productive corn year on 

record for the state.  Everything from seed availability to weather was ideal 
for producers this past year. Pest pressure was very light, and we had very 
cool conditions during pollination, which contributed to a new state record 
of 168 bushels per acre harvested. Most areas of the state were not lack-
ing for moisture, and stress was minimal. The market price of corn was up 
significantly in 2007, which contributed significantly to the increase in corn 
acreage and gross farm value of production of $463 million.

Grain Sorghum
This year, grain sorghum acreage (243,201) was up sharply compared 

to years past and contributed to such a large crop being produced. We had 
favorable weather for much of the state; however, some areas received 
excess rainfall. In wet areas, anthracnose decreased yields and test weights, 

Plant Enterprises
The total value of all plant enterprises was $3.347 billion in 
2007, an increase of $0.5 billion (19%) from 2006. Value added 
was $3.830 billion. Total value of all crop enterprises to the 
Louisiana economy was $7.177 billion, a 3% increase from 
2006. 
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especially in sensitive varieties. We also had a number of acres that were 
planted behind wheat, which is not a recommended practice. Most of the 
sorghum planted behind wheat yielded 40 to 60 bushels per acre, pulling 
down the overall state average to 85 bushels per acre – still quite high for 
Louisiana.

Oats
Land planted to oats in 2007 reversed a long downward trend and 

increased to 8,754 acres of oats harvested. Average oat yield increased to 
94 bushels per acre from last year’s relatively high yield of 75 bushels per 
acre. 

Forestry
The projected Louisiana gross farm value of forest products decreased 

significantly for the period Oct. 1, 2006 through Sept. 30, 2007, which con-
stitutes the period reported in this 2007 report. This followed an increase 
in 2006. The 2007 total sawlog harvest decreased by 50 million board feet 
(4%) to a cut of 1,296,988,822 board feet. The pine sawtimber harvest 
decreased by 3%, to a total statewide harvest of 1,127,842,139 board feet. 
The hardwood sawtimber harvest fell to 169,146,683 board feet (a 9% de-
crease) in 2007. Pine chip-n-saw harvested in 2007 totaled 878,019 cords, 
a decrease of 19% from 2006 totals. Over the last three years, chip-n-saw 
harvests have declined more than 50%. 

The 2007 Louisiana pulpwood harvest was 5,966,475 cords, down 
160,935 cords (3%) from the 2006 harvest. Pine pulpwood harvest in-
creased 6%, from 4,540,106 cords in 2006 to 4,831,957 cords in 2007. 
Hardwood pulpwood harvest decreased by 452,786 cords (33%), from 
1,587,304 cords in 2006 to 1,134,518 cords in 2007.

Stumpage prices for the period were mostly lower for sawtimber prod-
ucts and chip-n-saw, and slightly higher for most pulpwood products. Pine 
sawtimber prices were 6% lower in 2007, averaging about $358 per mbf for 
the year. Oak sawtimber prices were 6% lower on average around the state 
in 2007, at approximately $284 per mbf for the reporting period. Statewide 
average pine pulpwood prices increased by 6% in 2007. Hardwood pulp-
wood prices also were 6% higher on average. This follows a gain in the two 
years prior of 28%. Chip-n-saw prices decreased 11% on average in Louisi-
ana in 2007.

 With wood-using industries and commercial timber harvesting activi-
ties occurring in all parishes in Louisiana, forestry benefits both urban 
and rural areas. In 2007, Louisiana’s private forest landowners received an 
estimated $0.6 billion from the sale of forest timber, down 11% from 2006. 
Timber harvesting contractors and their employees earned $0.5 billion from 
harvesting the trees and moving wood to mills. This total was down 19% 
from 2006 levels. This income is recirculated many times throughout the 
economy. In addition, Christmas tree growers received $1 million from the 
sale of trees, up sharply from the previous year, most likely due to hurri-
cane recovery. Louisiana-produced pine straw sales made $21,650 in 2007. 
Louisiana’s private sector forest tree seedling nurseries produced a crop 
worth $0.3 million in 2007. 
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The payroll and income derived from money generated by the forestry 
and wood products industry totaled an estimated $4.2 billion in 2007, a 
decrease from 2006 totals. The gross farm income produced by all forestry-
related products, such as timber, pine straw and Christmas trees totaled 
$1.1 billion in 2007, down from the $1.3 billion generated in 2006. The 
value added through further processing and delivery was $3.1 billion, down 
from the 2006 value added of $3.3 billion.

Fruit Crops
Blackberries

Gross farm value of blackberries increased in 2007 by 30% to $0.3 
million. The primary reasons for increased farm value is a 15% increase in 
fruit yield per acre and a 12% increase of blackberry acreage. There were 
107 blackberry growers in Louisiana in 2007 who produced an average of 
2,395 pints of blackberries per acre on 66 acres.

Blueberries
Gross farm value of blueberries increased in 2007 by 38% to $2.3 

million.  A 6% increase in blueberry acreage and a 34% increase in yield 
were factors causing an increase of blueberry gross farm value. Louisiana’s 
97 producers averaged 3,781 pounds of blueberries per acre on 318 acres. 
Although fresh fruit blueberry prices were generally higher in 2007, the 
overall price received per pound was down 5 cents because of a larger per-
centage of the crop being sold for frozen fruit and juice berries. Berry dam-
age by heavy rains in June was a factor causing an increase in juice berry 
production. Public interest in fruit with high antioxidant levels appears to 
be a major factor in maintaining higher price for several years.

Citrus 
The Louisiana citrus industry involves 452 growers in 17 parishes who 

grow 410 acres of navels, 347 acres of satsumas and 36 acres of other types 
of citrus for a gross farm value of $6.4 million. Citrus is sold by direct sales 
at roadside stands and farmer’s markets and retail at grocery stores and 
fruit stands.

Plaquemines is the leading parish with 500 acres of citrus with a gross 
farm value of $4.1 million.  The surviving orchards in Plaquemines Parish 
are recovering from Hurricane Katrina.  Citrus growers in other areas have 
stepped up their efforts in production and marketing citrus since the storm.

Mayhaws
The gross farm value for mayhaws decreased 23% to $0.1 million. 

Orchard mayhaw trees averaged 438 pounds per acre, a decrease of 14% on 
165 acres. Some of the orchard mayhaw acreage with older trees is starting 
to produce yields above 2,000 pounds per acre; however, damage from fire 
blight reduced yield on some trees by more than 50%. The registration of 
streptomycin for use on mayhaws should reduce the fire blight problem.  

Native mayhaw harvest was light in 2007 with 498 acres producing 
22,000 pounds with a value of $21,972.  Several mayhaw collecting areas 
were closed or had fruit harvesting restricted.  
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Miscellaneous Fruit
Many miscellaneous fruits are planted as either small commercial 

plantings or as backyard plantings. These crops include figs, grapes, pears, 
plums, apples and persimmons. These fruits are planted on approximately 
80 acres. Their estimated gross farm value is approximately $100,000.

Muscadines
Muscadine production reporting was divided into fresh fruit produc-

tion and commercial production. Louisiana produced 1,053 pounds of fresh 
fruit muscadines per acre on 51 acres. The fruit usually sold for $8 per gal-
lon on average but ranged from $5 to $12 per gallon this year.  The lower 
prices were generally associated with u-pick muscadines. The gross farm 
value of fresh fruit production was $0.4 million in 2007. Production for 
juice and wine was considered commercial muscadine production. Com-
mercial muscadines were grown on 16 acres and produced 106 tons for a 
gross farm value of $33,920. Gross farm value of muscadines in 2007 was 
nearly $0.5 million – an increased of 16% over the previous year.

Peaches
Gross farm value of peaches was down by 14% in 2007 to $2.4 million. 

The decrease in farm value is primarily due to the loss of 16% of the peach 
acreage caused by a major grower exiting the industry. Peaches are cur-
rently grown on 411 acres by 56 producers. Yield was 146 bushels per acre, 
which was close to last year’s yield of 143 bushel. Chill hours for most va-
rieties were adequate for the first time in three years, which increased fruit 
set. Heavy rains in June and July, however, caused disease problems that 
reduced crop yields in some orchards. Oak Root Rot disease is starting to 
kill scattered trees in some orchards, which further reduced potential yield. 

Strawberries 
The Louisiana strawberry industry involves 84 growers who produce 

503 acres of strawberries for a gross farm value of $19.6 million. Strawber-
ries are the leading fruit crop in the state in terms of value. Tangipahoa is 
the leading parish with 400 acres of strawberries with a gross farm value of 
$16.3 million. The majority of Louisiana strawberries are sold by peddlers, 
and grocery stores and fruit stands. The rest are sold at farmers markets and 
roadside stands 

The use of plug plants from nurseries in Quebec, Canada has increase 
the availability of Louisiana strawberries from late November till mid-May. 
Early berries bring a premium price.

Commercial Greenhouse Vegetables 
In 2007, 16 parishes had 26 farms growing greenhouse vegetables 

commercially in 3.2 acres of greenhouse space. Acreage levels contin-
ued to decline from previous years. Almost all production was devoted to 
tomatoes, except for one farm with 4,000 square feet of hydroponic let-
tuce. Estimated gross farm value of Louisiana greenhouse vegetables was 
$1.1 million in 2007. Distribution of the industry was statewide, but not 
much in hurricane- and flood-affected areas. All greenhouse produce was 
for fresh market sales in local markets, and much was sold direct-retail by 
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growers. Several growers had relatively small operations of one standard 
house or less. Energy costs have become a major factor in production costs 
for greenhouse vegetable production. Little expansion in the greenhouse 
industry is expected in the coming year.

Hay Sold
Hay production for commercial sales is a limited part of the total hay 

production in Louisiana. Nevertheless, hay produced from 132 acres of 
alfalfa and 316,829 acres of grasslands was sold by 3,390 producers in 
2007. Yields averaged 3 tons per acre from the grasslands harvested for sale 
and 4 tons per acre from the alfalfa harvested for sale. Production included 
985,799 tons of grass hay and 524 tons of alfalfa hay. Compared to values 
reported in 2006, the acreage of grasslands used for commercial hay pro-
duction increased by about 60,000 acres and yields were 50% higher. As a 
result, production of the 2007 hay crop for sale was about 77% higher than 
that of the 2006 crop. Excellent weather conditions persisted throughout 
much of the state during the spring and summer months, and conditions in 
the fall were also favorable for hay production. Many hay producers were 
able to take one to two more cuttings than in 2006. Gross farm value was 
$140.2 million, which was significantly higher than the 2006 crop that was 
valued at $51.4 million. Many Louisiana hay producers were able to sell 
their hay into drought-stricken areas such as Georgia and Alabama for a 
very good price.

Hay for all uses was grown on 400,000 acres and produced 2.9 tons per 
acre, for a total production of 1,160,000 tons. This total production in 2007 
was about 20% higher than that reported in 2006. The number of acres 
devoted to hay production increased by 10,000 acres from 2006 to 2007.

Home Vegetable Gardens
The 2007 gross farm value of home vegetable gardens in Louisiana 

was estimated to be $99.9 million. Parish reports indicated 332,978 home 
gardens statewide, suggesting that garden interest was up 10% from last 
year. The reason this figure does not show a greater participation in garden-
ing is that many South Louisiana residents who gardened were displaced 
by the 2005 hurricanes and not all returned to their home sites. Vegetable 
gardening is not only a hobby, but a way of extending the family food 
budget and freeing up some limited funds for other purchases. Every parish 
reported home gardens. Largest concentrations were found in the urban 
areas of Caddo, Calcasieu, East Baton Rouge, Jefferson, Lafayette and 
Ouachita parishes.

Nursery Crops 
Commercial nursery crop production in 2007 had a gross farmgate 

value of $115.6 million. There were 49 fruit and nut crop producers in 
2007 who grew crops with a farmgate value of $3.3 million. Floriculture 
and bedding plant growers numbered 169 and produced crops valued at 
$20.2 million. Woody ornamentals were the largest segment of the nursery 
crop industry, with 458 growers producing an estimated farmgate value of 
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$85.9 million in 2007. Foliage plants were grown by 96 producers and had 
a farmgate value of $6.3 million. With a value added of $59.0 million, the 
total value of the Louisiana nursery industry in 2007 was $174.6 million.

Pecans
Louisiana harvested 12.3 million pounds of pecans in 2007, which was 

1.7 million pounds below the state average of 14.0 million pounds. The 
crop consisted of 5.3 million pounds of improved pecans and 6.9 million 
pounds of native pecans.

A large percentage of Louisiana’s pecan crop was of poor quality. Fac-
tors affecting quality this year included heavy rains in June and July that 
prevented timely pesticide applications. Water-logged soils damaged pecan 
roots which reduced nutrient uptake. Severe drought during August and 
September placed additional stress on pecan trees which reduced filling of 
nuts. The drought also delayed opening of shucks in many pecans which 
caused nut germination in the shuck which turned into embryo rot in many 
nuts.

Louisiana pecan prices were weak due to a large national crop that was 
estimated at 333.6 million pounds. This situation exacerbated the gener-
ally lower quality pecans in the state and drove prices lower. Wholesale 
prices in Louisiana for natives averaged 60 cents per pound while improved 
pecans averaged 85 cents per pound. There was considerable variability 
on price due to quality, time of harvest and amount of pecans being sold. 
The gross farm value was estimated at $8.7 million; $9.7 million below the 
2006 crop, but $3.4 million over 2005 crop that was damaged by two hur-
ricanes.

Rice
Rice acreage in Louisiana recovered from 347,199 acres in 2006 to 

370,122 acres in 2007.  Continued recovery from the damage of hurricane 
Rita on the southwestern Louisiana rice-growing area was expected to af-
fect a rebound to around 400,000 acres. However, low rice prices coupled 
with high corn and soybean prices and a shortage of rice seed kept the acre-
age down. Seed shortages were a consequence of the discovery of the pres-
ence of LL601 (a GMO event) in the varieties Cheniere, CL 131 and CL 
151. Cheniere and CL 131 had accounted for 50% of the acreage in 2006.

Average yield per acre was a record 6,515 pounds per acre, more 
than 400 pounds per acre higher than the previous record of 6,105 pounds 
per acre harvested in 2005. Several factors probably contributed to this 
outstanding production. The increase in acreage planted to Cocodrie and 
several hybrids which have higher yield potential than Cheniere, and CL 
131 may have played a small role. In 2006 a complex of narrow brown 
leaf spot and other diseases caused as much as 70% of the 2007 rice crop 
to be treated with a fungicide, much more than would otherwise have been 
treated. An outstanding second crop in southwestern Louisiana added more 
to the final total. A good growing season, however, was likely the major 
contributor to the successful year.

The Louisiana crop was harvested by 1,109 producers, 72 fewer than 
in 2006. The decline in rice growers continues its steady decline. The gross 
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farm value was $245.9 million, $64.9 million more than the year before.  
The combination of increased acreage, record yield and better prices ac-
counted for this increase. Value added of $73.8 million brought the total 
value of rice production in the state to $319.7 million.

Rice acreage in Louisiana in 2008 is expected to increase slightly or 
remain about the same depending especially upon the land taken out of 
rice and put into corn and/or soybean production in northeastern Louisi-
ana. Commodity prices and fertilizer and fuel costs will be instrumental in 
determining final acreage by commodity.

Sod and Turfgrass Production
In 2007, 24 sod farms cultivated 4,079 acres of fine turf grasses. Sod 

acreage was reported stable from 2006. Louisiana sod farms were not 
located in storm flooded areas because sod fields must drain well and have 
lighter soils. Gross farm value of sales was $20.4 million this year. Fields 
were slightly oversold in 2005 and producers were selling everything they 
could cut at elevated prices to meet the rebuilding demands. This left little 
acreage in the field that was near harvest since production generally takes 
more than 12 months. About 60% of the turf sod acreage in Louisiana is 
centipede grass and about one-third St. Augustine grass. The remaining 
acreage is divided among, Bermudas and zoysias. With new construction 
and rebuilding due to the hurricanes, Louisiana sod markets continue to 
experience high prices. Markets are currently expected to remain strong 
as construction continues from hurricane recovery, but subprime housing 
issues at the end of 2007 will soften the winter and spring upcoming mar-
kets. Shipping costs are now especially expensive with record oil prices, so 
local sod is more competitive. Marketing is not currently a major limiting 
factor, but supply can be in South Louisiana.

Soybeans
Approximately 620,000 acres of soybeans were harvested in Louisi-

ana in 2007. The decline in acreage was due to the increase acres planted 
to corn as a result of record high corn prices at planting time. This was a 
record year for soybean producers with few insects and remarkable envi-
ronmental conditions leading to an all-time high yield record of 42 bushels 
per acre. Most areas of the state received adequate amounts of rainfall. We 
had very intense heat and a lack of rainfall during later reproductive growth 
stages to some soybean fields that created a large number of quality prob-
lems. Elevators set very stringent damage limits, and this caused problems 
with delivering the crop statewide. Gross farm value of soybean production 
in Louisiana was $202.5 million. Value-added for soybeans in 2007 was 
$20.2 million so that the total value of soybean production in Louisiana 
was $222.7 million.

Sugarcane
In 2007, sugarcane was grown on 418,933 acres (a decrease of 14,644 

acres or 3% when compared to the 2006 crop) by 609 producers (a de-
crease of 52 producers or 8%) in 24 Louisiana parishes. An estimated 
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391,702 acres (a decrease of 11,700 acres or 3%) were available for harvest 
for sugar, assuming 6.5% of the total acres were used for seed cane pur-
poses. Unlike in the previous year, no acres were abandoned or cane left 
standing in the field at the end of the harvest season because of the inability 
to process the cane because of poor quality caused by an early December 
freeze that occurred in 2006. 

The 12 factories (11 raw sugar factories and 1 syrup factory) processed 
13.4 million tons of cane (an increase of 0.9 million tons or nearly 8% 
when compared to 2006). The sugar produced from the Lacassine syrup 
factory was crystallized at the Enterprise factory at Patoutville near Jea-
nerette, Louisiana. In total, the 11 raw sugar factories produced 1.5 mil-
lion short tons of sugar (96 pol) (an increase of 0.2 million short tons or 
nearly 16%). Accordingly, the average yield of cane produced per total acre 
was 31.9 tons (an increase of 3.2 tons or 11%). The average yield of cane 
produced from each harvested acre amounted to 34.1 tons (an increase of 
3.0 tons or nearly 10%). The average sugar recovery at the 11 factories was 
11% or 218 pounds of sugar (96 pol) per ton of cane; this was an increase 
of 15 pounds of sugar per ton of cane or an increase of 7.4% when com-
pared to the 2006 crop. The yield of commercially recoverable sugar pro-
duced per total acre averaged 6,954 pounds (an increase of 1,137 pounds 
or 20%). And sugar produced per harvested acre was approximately 7,434 
pounds (an increase of 1,134 pounds or 18%).

The gross farm value of the 2007 sugarcane crop was $396.4 million 
for sugar and molasses (an increase of $76.7 million or 240% from the 
2006 crop). The gross farm value reported above represents 60% of the 
value of the sugar and molasses produced, with the remaining percentage 
going to processing and marketing. The total value of the sugarcane crop to 
Louisiana producers, processors and landlords at the first processing level 
was actually $666.9 million.

Sugarcane still ranks first in value amongst the state’s row crops when 
both the processor and producer’s portion of the crop are combined. The 
higher gross value of the crop in 2007 was the result of increased yield of 
tons of cane per acre and increased yield of recoverable sugar per ton of 
cane.  The 2007 crop was the second best crop in the history of Louisiana 
sugar production in terms of the yield of tons of cane and sugar per acre, 
being only surpassed by the 1999 crop. The total tons of cane produced 
were the fifth largest in the state’s history while the total sugar produced 
was the fourth largest. There has been a gradual trend towards fewer acres 
planted to sugarcane since 2000 when there were approximately 496,000 
acres. Accordingly, 77,000 fewer acres were grown to sugarcane in 2007 
when compared to 2000, a decrease of approximately 16%. The fewer 
acres can be attributed to urban encroachment and switch to other crops, 
especially grain in the northern region of the sugarcane belt.  

During the past several years, plantings of new varieties has increased, 
especially HoCP 96-540 and L 97-128. For the 2007 crop, approximately 
50% of the plant-cane crop was of these two varieties. Reports from pro-
ducers indicated that the yield in the plant-cane crop for these two varieties 
generally exceeded 40 tons of cane per acre with some reports of yields 
exceeding 50 tons of cane per acre. Further, fewer acres were kept of older 
stubble, especially for LCP 85-384, which was grown on under 50% of the 
total area, the lowest percentage for this variety since the 2000 crop. How-
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ever, yield reports for the acres that were kept in this variety were mixed 
with many producers reporting yields of less than 25 tons cane per acre. It 
was reported that many fields of LCP 85-384 were infected with common 
brown rust which is known to have a significant impact on lowering yield 
of tons cane and sugar per acre. Serious rust infection was also found in 
one of the newer varieties, Ho 95-988; however, the total acreage in this 
variety remains low. Rust was also reported in HoCP 96-540 although the 
incidence of disease was low.  There also were reports that field yields were 
disappointingly low in those areas that experienced the saltwater tidal surge 
as a result of Hurricane Rita in 2005.  

Although rainfall was generally well-distributed in the growing season, 
several areas of the state experienced brief periods of drought during the 
summer that may have adversely affected cane and sugar yields in those 
areas. For the most part, rainfall was below normal during the harvest sea-
son, which helped improve the quality of harvested cane. Approximately 
50% of the total acres harvested were treated with the chemical ripener 
glyphosate, which improved the yield of recoverable sugar per ton of cane 
by approximately 20 pounds. It appeared, however, that fields with very 
high tonnage of the two new varieties, HoCP 96-540 and L 97-128, did not 
respond as expected to glyphosate.  

Although cane and sugar yields were generally good throughout much 
of the sugarcane belt, producers reported lower-than-anticipated profits be-
cause of the low price of sugar and the high prices paid for fuel and fertiliz-
er. In an effort to reduce fuel costs, many producers parked their combines 
and operated their whole-stalk or “soldier” harvesters.  

Sugar prices for 2007 are even lower than received in 2006 (less than 
$20 per hundredweight). Although field yields were much improved in 
2007, profits for both producers and processors will be lower than expected 
because of the lower sugar price. On a brighter note, molasses price aver-
aged more than $0.45 per gallon.

Sweet Potato 
Louisiana sweet potato producers harvested an average to slightly 

above-average crop in 2007, although acreage was slightly down from 
that of 2006 with 14,254 harvested acres for 2007. Total production in 
2007 was 5.5 million bushels compared to 4.5 million the previous year. 
The average FOB price received for the 2007 crop was $15.50-16.50 for a 
40-pound box.  Processors paid an average of $6-$7 cwt.  Total gross farm 
value for sweet potatoes was $65.0 million with $50.9 million from fresh 
sales and $14.1 million from canning sweet potatoes.

The production year started off on a positive note. Soil moisture and 
temperatures were ideal for planting in May and June, and, as a result, the 
majority of the crop was planted by mid-June.   Producers experienced 
an unusually wet July across the state, with most production areas receiv-
ing 10-12 inches of rainfall. Some producers in northern production areas 
received in excess of 20 inches of rainfall in July. The excess moisture 
contributed to delayed maturity, and harvest operations began a couple of 
weeks later than expected because early plantings were slower to size than 
normal.
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Despite the initial delay, the 2007 crop was harvested under good con-
ditions, unlike 2006, when a large percentage of the crop was not harvested 
because of adverse weather conditions in October and November. Acreage 
in 2007 was down compared to 2006, but yield and quality of the crop were 
above-average and partially offset the reduction in acreage. Initial move-
ment and price of the 2007 crop were strong.  

Insect pressure was heavy across the state this year. Cucumber beetles 
were the most prevalent insect that was targeted in scouting and manage-
ment programs. Producers in North Louisiana experienced heavier popula-
tions of this insect than they had in recent years, and most were scouting 
and spraying weekly. In addition, several producers in South Louisiana 
reported significant pockets of white grub damage on early planted acres. 
Weeds were also problematic in 2007, partially due to the rainfall expe-
rienced in July. Yellow and purple nutsedge were widespread. In addi-
tion, many growers had problems with smell melon, morning glories and 
pigweed.

The number of sweet potato producers has declined significantly 
in recent years. There were 159 producers in 2003, compared to 104 in 
2007. Sweet potato acreage is expected to remain at current levels with the 
potential for a slight increase in 2008. The demand for sweet potatoes is 
increasing in domestic and foreign markets. Long-term expectations are for 
Louisiana producers to increase their acreage to satisfy the increasing de-
mands of more health conscious consumers, and to take advantage of niche 
markets to increase profitability.  

Vegetables (commercial) 
The Louisiana vegetable industry involves more than 2,600 grow-

ers who grow 33 different vegetable crops on more than 9,300 acres with 
a gross farm value of $45.3 million. The majority of the vegetable crops 
grown in Louisiana are sold by direct marketing at farmers markets and 
roadside stands. The remainder of the crops is delivered to grocery stores 
and fruit stands. Most of the watermelons are sold to peddlers. Only a 
small percentage of the vegetable crops grown in Louisiana are sold on 
the wholesale markets and so prices received by growers in Louisiana are 
generally higher than those reported for commercial sale nationwide.

Tomatoes are the leading vegetable crop in Louisiana with $12.6 mil-
lion gross farm value.  Watermelons, with $6.6 million in sales, and pep-
pers, with $6.2 million in sales, are second and third, respectively. Round-
ing out the top five in terms of gross farm value are southern peas, with 
$4.3 million in sales, and okra, with $3.1 million in sales.

The leading parish is vegetable production is Tangipahoa with 390 
acres and a farm value of $9.1 million. Tomatoes and bell peppers account 
for more than $8.0 million in gross farm sales in this parish. Plaquemines is 
second with $4.6 million worth of vegetables grown on 324 acres.  Toma-
toes are the leading crop in Plaquemines Parish accounting for $3.0 million 
of the gross farm value. Union and Bienville are third and fourth with a 
gross farm value of $2.5 and $2.4 million. The vast majority of the value of 
farm sales in the latter two parishes is from watermelon production.
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Wheat
Wheat was harvested from 228,113 acres by 613 producers in 2007, 

more than doubling the acreage harvested in 2006 – 110,767.  The favor-
able prices received for wheat in 2007 was the primary cause for this large 
increase in wheat acreage. Yields for 2007 averaged 59 bushels per acre, 
which was 2 bushels-per-acre higher than the average yield reported in 
2006. Total production was 13.5 million bushels, which was more than 
double the 6.3 million bushels harvested in 2006. The gross farm value of 
the 2007 crop was $73.2 million; nearly triple the value of the 2006 crop – 
$25.3 million. This increase in gross farm value of the wheat crop was due 
to the favorable prices received and the increased wheat acreage.
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2007 progress reporT

Animal Commodities
Commodity  Gross Farm Value   Value Added   Total Value 
Cattle and Calves  356,254,535   39,187,999   395,442,533 
Milk  85,075,665   114,280,014   199,355,679 
Horses  512,854,000   56,413,940   569,267,940 
Poultry  884,111,718   848,747,249   1,732,858,967 
Rabbits  82,980   7,883   90,863 
Ostrich/Ratite  500   -     500 
Quail/Pheasant  48,918   -     48,918 
Sheep  838,180   75,436   913,616 
Goats  2,421,740   217,957   2,639,697 
Swine  2,410,862   602,715   3,013,577 
Exotic Animals  93,600   -     93,600 
Total  1,844,192,697   1,059,533,193   2,903,725,890 

Fisheries and Wildlife Commodities
Commodity  Gross Farm Value   Value Added   Total Value 
Aquaculture  170,671,198   110,936,279   281,607,476 
Freshwater Fisheries  5,353,774   4,550,708   9,904,483 
Marine Fisheries  226,640,955   215,308,907   441,949,862 
Fur Animals  125,537   28,622   154,160 
Alligators (wild)  5,823,750   2,911,875   8,735,625 
Hunting Lease Enterprise  72,224,410   3,611,221   75,835,631 
Honey  1,826,850   -     1,826,850 
Total   482,666,474   337,347,612   820,014,086 

Plant Commodities
Commodity  Gross Farm Value   Value Added   Total Value 
Cotton  204,112,945   20,411,295   224,524,240 
Feed Grain Crops  597,250,657   89,587,599   686,838,256 
Forestry  1,092,538,858   3,135,586,522   4,228,125,380 
Fruit Crops  31,632,850   3,795,942   35,428,791 
Greenhouse Vegetables  1,078,876   118,676   1,197,552 
Hay, Sold  140,217,945   15,423,974   155,641,919 
Home Gardens  99,893,400   -     99,893,400 
Nursery Stock/Ornamentals  115,598,750   58,955,363   174,554,113 
Other Oilseed  25,600   -     25,600 
Peanuts  205,486   20,549   226,035 
Pecans  8,692,383   2,086,172   10,778,555 
Rice  245,946,541   73,783,962   319,730,504 
Sod Production  20,395,000   15,296,250   35,691,250 
Soybeans  202,474,291   20,247,429   222,721,720 
Sugarcane  396,372,375   270,524,146   666,896,521 
Sweet Potatoes  64,963,525   47,423,373   112,386,897 
Vegetables, Commercial  45,332,680   67,999,020   113,331,700 
Wheat  80,115,774   8,812,735   88,928,509 
Total   3,346,847,936   3,830,073,006   7,176,920,942 
   
Total - All Commodities  $5,673,707,108   $5,226,953,812   $10,900,660,918 
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2007 progress reporT

Animal Commodities - 2003-2007
Year Gross Farm Income Value Added Total Value
2003   $1,331,089,863 $789,937,261  $2,121,027,124
2004   $1,634,074,729   $949,000,668   $2,583,075,397
2005   $1,573,432,090   $854,438,463   $2,427,870,553
2006 $1,675,427,046 $918,701,004 $2,594,128,050
2007 $1,844,192,697   $1,059,533,193   $2,903,725,890

Fisheries and Wildlife Commodities - 2003-2007
Year Gross Farm Income Value Added Total Value
2003   $409,538,589   $303,389,727   $712,928,316
2004   $451,017,733   $315,204,815   $766,222,548
2005   $455,973,625   $314,910,421   $770,884,046
2006 $491,963,636 $333,873,252 $825,836,888
2007   $482,666,474   $337,347,612   $820,014,086

Plant Commodities - 2003-2007
Year Gross Farm Income Value Added Total Value 
2003   $2,614,136,900   $3,412,520,048   $6,026,656,948
2004   $2,950,172,209   $4,426,996,723   $7,377,168,932
2005   $2,656,362,469   $3,885,524,818   $6,541,887,286
2006 $2,818,102,210 $4,164,796,287 $6,982,898,496
2007  $3,346,847,936   $3,830,073,006   $7,176,920,942  

Progress Measured in Dollars for 5 years
Animal, Fisheries, Wildlife and Plant Commodities

Year Gross Farm Income Value Added Total Value
2003   $4,354,765,352   $4,505,847,035   $8,860,612,387
2004   $5,035,264,670   $5,691,202,206   $10,726,466,876
2005   $4,685,768,183   $5,054,873,702   $9,740,641,884
2006 $4,985,492,892 $5,417,370,543 $10,402,863,434
2007 $5,673,707,108   $5,226,953,812   $10,900,660,918 
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The gross farm value of the commodities reported in the parish tables was computed based 

upon estimated annual per-unit prices. The state average prices listed below were used for most parishes 

for most commodities.  However, a parish price was used if the parish price was significantly different 

from the state price.

PRICES OF COMMODITY PRODUCTS

PLANT ENTERPRISES COMMODITIES

2007 PriceCommodity Unit

COTTON

Lint - Irrigated lbs. $0.50 

Lint - Non-irrigated lbs. $0.50 

Seed - Irrigated lbs. $0.07 

Seed - Non-irrigated lbs. $0.07 

FORESTRY

Christmas Trees Tree $48.00 

Pine Straw Bales (40 lbs.) $2.00 

Forestry Seedlings seedlings (1,000) $35.00 

FRUITS

Blackberries pints $1.75 

Blueberries lbs. $1.90 

Citrus

Navels bu. $25.00 

Satsumas bu. $25.00 

Other Citrus bu. $20.00 

Figs lbs. $2.00 

Mayhaws

Native lbs. $1.00 

Orchard lbs. $1.25 

Muscadines

Fresh gals $8.00 

Commercial tons $320.00 

Peaches bu. $40.00 

Pears bu. $12.00 

Strawberries flats $15.00 

FEED GRAINS

Corn bu. $3.80 

Grain Sorghum cwt. $6.40 

Oats bu. $2.37 

GREENHOUSE VEGETABLES

Tomatoes lbs. $1.50 

Other lbs.

HAY FOR SALE

Alfalfa tons $165.30 

Grass tons $142.15 

HOME GARDENS $300.00 
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PLANT ENTERPRISES COMMODITIES

2007 PriceCommodity Unit

NURSERY CROPS

Fruit and Nut Trees acre $8,000.00 

Floraculture & Bedding Plants acre $25,000.00 

Woody Ornamentals acre $10,000.00 

Foliage Plants acre $10,000.00 

OTHER OILSEED

Sunflowers (for oil) cwt. $16.00 

PEANUTS lbs. $0.20 

PECANS

Improved lbs. $0.85 

Native lbs. $0.60 

RICE cwt. $10.20 

SOD PRODUCTION acre $5,000.00 

SOYBEANS bu. $7.75 

SUGARCANE

Raw Sugar lbs. $0.13 

Molasses gal. $0.23 

SWEET POTATOES bu. (50 lbs.)

Canning $7.00 

Fresh $14.75 

VEGETABLES

Beets doz. bunches $7.00 

Broccoli (Fresh) cartons (20 lbs.) $20.00 

Cabbage

Fresh sacks (50 lbs.) $9.00 

Processing tons $160.00 

Cantaloupe cartons (40 lbs.) $17.50 

Carrots doz. bunches $7.00 

Cauliflower cartons (20 lbs.) $20.00 

Collards

Fresh doz. bunches $6.00 

Cucumber

Fresh bu. (50 lbs.) $10.00 

Pickling bu. (50 lbs.) $7.00 

Eggplant bu. (33 lbs.) $20.00 

Garlic lbs. $5.00 

Irish Potatoes

Fresh cwt. $35.00 

Lima Beans

Fresh bu. (32 lbs.) $35.00 

Mirliton lbs. $3.00 

Mustard (Fresh) doz. bunches $7.00 

Okra (Fresh) bu. $30.00 

Onions bag (50 lbs.) $30.00 
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PLANT ENTERPRISES COMMODITIES

2007 PriceCommodity Unit

VEGETABLES

Green Onions lbs. $2.00 

Peppers

Banana bu. (25 lb.) $15.00 

Bell bu. (28 lb.) $20.00 

Cayenne (Processing) cwt. $25.00 

Chili - Anaheim (Fresh) bu. (25 lb.) $15.00 

Hungarian Wax (Fresh) bu. (25 lb.) $15.00 

Jalapeno

Tabasco Green (Processing) cwt. $60.00 

Tabasco Red (Processing) cwt. $70.00 

Yellow Hots (Fresh) bu. (25 lbs.) $25.00 

Pumpkin (Fresh) cwt. $25.00 

Pumpkin - Cushaw cwt. $25.00 

Radish doz. bunches $6.00 

Shallots doz. bunches $5.00 

Snap Beans (Fresh) bu. (30 lbs.) $30.00 

Southern Peas (Fresh) bu. (24 lbs.) $25.00 

Spinach (Fresh) bu. (25 lbs.) $25.00 

Squash (Fresh)

Yellow Squash bu. (45 lbs.) $22.50 

Zucchini Squash bu. (45 lbs.) $22.50 

Winter Squash bu. (45 lbs.) $15.00 

Squash (Processing)

Yellow Squash cwt. $5.00 

Sweet Corn (Fresh) doz. ears $4.00 

Tomatoes (Field) lugs (20 lbs.) $15.00 

Tomatoes (Green Mature) boxes (25 lbs.) $12.50 

Turnips (Fresh) doz. bunches $6.00 

Watermelon cwt. $10.00 

WHEAT bu. $5.95 

FISHERIES & WILDLIFE ENTERPRISES COMMODITIES
AQUACULTURE

Crawfish (Farm) lbs. $0.78 

Catfish  (Farm) lbs. $0.77 

Minnows lbs. $3.00 

Fish bait lbs $6.00 

Alligators (Farm) ft. $28.00 

Oysters sacks $20.35 

Soft-shell Crabs doz $20.00 

Turtles each $0.60 

Other Species lbs.

FRESHWATER FISHERIES

Crawfish (Wild) lbs. $0.88 
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FISHERIES & WILDLIFE ENTERPRISES COMMODITIES

2007 PriceCommodity Unit

FRESHWATER FISHERIES

Freshwater Finfish lbs. $0.38 

MARINE FISHERIES

Shrimp lbs. $1.07 

Crabs lbs. $0.61 

Commercial Finfish lbs. $1.10 

FUR ANIMALS pelts $20.00 

ALLIGATORS (WILD) ft. $25.00 

HUNTING LEASES

Waterfowl acre $15.00 

All Other Game acre $7.50 

HONEY lbs. $0.84 

ANIMAL ENTERPRISES COMMODITIES
CATTLE & CALVES

Steer Calves

300-400 lbs. cwt. $139.00 

400-500 lbs. cwt. $121.50 

500-600 lbs. cwt. $110.00 

600-700 lbs. cwt. $103.00 

Heifer Calves

300-400 lbs. cwt. $119.00 

400-500 lbs. cwt. $108.50 

500-600 lbs. cwt. $102.00 

600-700 lbs. cwt. $97.00 

Yearling Cattle

600-700 lbs. cwt. $96.85 

700-800 lbs. cwt. $96.85 

Cow-Calf Pairs pair $966.00 

Cull Cows cwt. $46.50 

Cull Bulls cwt. $58.00 

DAIRY

Dairy Cows

Milk cwt. $20.70 

Bred Heifers head $2,050.00 

Adult Cows head $1,800.00 

Cull Cows cwt. $46.50 

Bull Calves head $58.00 

Breeding Age Bulls head $1,100.00 

Dairy Goats Pound $0.25 

HORSES

Brood Mares

Race Horses head $8,000.00 

Show Horses head $4,000.00 
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ANIMAL ENTERPRISES COMMODITIES

2007 PriceCommodity Unit

HORSES

Brood Mares

Recreation Horses head $1,500.00 

Stud Fees

Race Horses head $2,500.00 

Show Horses head $1,500.00 

Recreation Horses head $500.00 

Race Horses head $12,000.00 

Show Horses head $5,000.00 

Recreation Horses head $1,500.00 

POULTRY

Broilers lbs. $0.75 

Edible Eggs doz. $0.80 

Cull Hens lbs. $0.09 

Breeder Flocks doz. $1.75 

Pullets each $8.00 

RABBITS

Fryers lbs. $0.80 

Does lbs. $0.15 

RATITE AND OTHER EXOTIC FOWL

Emu each $50.00 

QUAIL each $2.00 

SHEEP

Wool cwt. $0.40 

Slaughter Lambs head $96.50 

Feeder Lambs head $75.00 

Show Lambs head $325.00 

Stocker Sheep head $50.00 

Cull Sheep head $35.75 

GOATS

Show Goats head $300.00 

Slaughter Goats head $120.00 

Stocker Goats head $80.00 

Cull Goats head $60.00 

SWINE

Show Pigs head $250.00 

Feeder Pigs cwt. $81.00 

Slaughter Hogs cwt. $43.50 

Culls cwt. $32.00 

EXOTIC ANIMALS

Deer/Antelope head $100.00 

Llama head $500.00 
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