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Sweet Potato Crop Update 
Tara Smith, Assistant 
Professor and Sweet Potato 
Specialist, LSU AgCenter 
 
The 2006 crop season has 
seen its ups and down.  
Growers have had to deal 
with some extremely 
adverse conditions over the 
past two months.  According 
to GPS mapped acreage 
provided by The Louisiana 
Department of Agriculture 
and Forestry, Louisiana 
producers planted a little 
more than 16,000 acres of 
sweet potatoes in 2006.  
The first reports from across 
the state indicated above 
average yields and 
excellent quality, and then 
as they say, “the rains 
came.”   

Growers across the 
state were inundated with 
rainfall in October and 
November, 10-20 + in some 
production areas.  The 
rainfall negatively affected 
harvest conditions and 
delayed harvest operations 
across the state.  October is 
a key harvest month for 
Louisiana sweet potato 
growers.  Some growers 
with large acreages were 
able to get a good jump on 
the harvest season because 
of earlier planting dates and 
had 70-85% of their crop 

under shed prior to the 
rainfall events.  Others were 
not so lucky.  Many of the 
smaller growers throughout 
the state plan their harvest 
around the month of 
October and had just begun 
to scratch the surface when 
they were delayed by the 
weather.  Many growers 
were waiting for the crop to 
“size up” when the rainfall 
started.   

Several acres have 
been abandoned statewide 
because of roots breaking 
down in the field; in these 
situations, attempts to 
harvest remaining portions 
of the crop could not be 
justified.  Growers across 
the state are reporting 
losses ranging from 20-
40%.  Sweet potato 
producers are resilient, and 
despite a bad end to a good 
start, most producers are 
upbeat as they reflect on 
the 2006 production 
season.  Dewey Freeman of 
Wistaria Farms in West 
Carroll Parish says that 
2006 was an overall good 
year.  “We invested time 
and money into irrigation 
and were experiencing an 
excellent harvest season 
when the rains came.”  
James Deshotel a producer 
in Avoyelles Parish was 
pleased with the 2006 crop 
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performance.  “We made a 
real good crop and despite 
the weather we are in pretty 
good shape.”  “We left 25% 
of the crop in the field, but 
we have plenty in storage 
that is good quality.”   
 
Packingline Surveys 
Chris Clark, Professor, 
Dept. Plant Pathology,  
LSU AgCenter 
 
A significant part of the 
ongoing Southern 
Sweetpotato IPM Project 
involved packingline 
surveys that were 
conducted in 24 packing 
houses in Louisiana and 
North Carolina. The goal of 
the surveys was to examine 
packingline designs and 
practices and what effect 
they have on postharvest 
diseases associated with 
sweet potato.  Growers 
should keep in mind that 
this data is a preliminary 
report.  Complete data and 
conclusions will be 
presented upon completion 
of the Southern 
Sweetpotato IPM Project.   

Packingline impacts 
were quantified and 
characterized using a 
SmartSpud® (Sensor 
Wireless, Charlottetown, 
Canada) (Figure 1).   

Figure 1 

The SmartSpud was 
placed on the packingline 
where it was conveyed with 
the sweet potatoes, 
measuring the impact forces 
exerted and sending the 
data via a radio signal to a 
handheld personal digital 
assistant (PDA) as it moved 
down the line.  Figure 2 
presents the average 
impacts at selected places 
on 24 Louisiana 
packinglines.  In some 
cases, such as on Kerian 
sizers, the sizer is similar on 
all lines and thus the 
recorded impacts show little 
variation.  The information 
of particular importance in 
the chart below is that drops 
onto eliminators and sizers 
differ from line to line and 
the big differences between 
the maximum and average 
suggest these are places for 
potential improvement.   

Figure 2 
 

There are many 
variations among different 
lines and it is impossible to 
run sweet potatoes through 
a packingline without some 
impacts occurring.   Two 
factors common to most of 
the lines surveyed 
contributed to the recorded 
impacts.  In many cases the 
pallet boxes were dumped 
too quickly and/or, the dump 
tank was too full and the 
SmartSpud® impacted 
other potatoes.     

Based on current 
survey information, we 
know that significant 
impacts are occurring on 
packinglines in Louisiana, 
but at this time we do not 
know how the damage we 
are measuring will translate 
into actual soft rot 
occurrence.  Also, it is 
important to keep in mind 
that the SmartSpud® is 
designed to mimic a US #1 
sweet potato, so it is 
probable that jumbos or 
US#2’s may be exposed to 
more cumulative impacts, 
especially if they are 
repacked.   

If you have not 
already received the report 
on the packingline survey, 
you may request a printed 
copy or view it online at: 
http://www.lsuagcenter.com/
en/our_offices/research_sta
tions/Sweetpotato/ 

 
Market Outlook 
Tara Smith 
 
Initial movement of the 2006 
sweet potato crop has been 
steady.  The 2005 crop 
supply was exhausted in 
late September and growers 
have been able to meet the 
market’s demand for a 
quality cured product for the 
holiday season.  However, 
tremendous unexpected 
rainfall received in October 
and November has 
negatively affected the crop 
and that will in turn have an 
effect on the market.   

Growers statewide 
are reporting extensive crop 
losses, upwards of 40% in 
some cases.   Mr. Wayne 
Garber, a producer and 
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broker with Garber Farms in 
Iota, LA says that the 2006 
crop supply is definitely 
short of expectations.  “We 
are going to be 20-25% 
short on our market supply 
this year.”  Mr. Garber 
contributes the shortfall to 
several factors including: 1) 
excess rainfall / moisture 
(decay in the field and in 
storage), 2) insect damage 
and 3) poor plants stands in 
some later planted sweet 
potatoes.   

Other sweet potato 
producing states help to 
dictate the market as well.    
North Carolina has a good 
crop this year, while the 
crop supplies in Louisiana 
and Mississippi are short of 
initial expectations.  Mr. 
Garber stated that “he 
expects the market to have 
“firm strength” and 
movement of the crop 
should balance out in 2007 
with the reduced volume of 
sweet potatoes in Louisiana 
and Mississippi providing 
long term upward pressure 
on the market price.”  Mr. 
Johnny Roy a producer and 
broker with Earl Roy 
Produce in Hessmer, LA 
also expressed concerns 
about crop losses, but 
stated that “movement of 
the crop has been steady 
and we may see an 
increase in price for end of 
the year shipments.”   

Mr. Garber stated 
that “Louisiana was on track 
to have a “good marketing 
year.”  “We could have 
moved a bumper crop.”  
Garber added that “in light 

of the October weather and 
short crop supply growers 
will have to properly allocate 
and selectively move the 
remainder of the 2006 crop 
to ensure that they satisfy 
their existing markets.”  Mr. 
Roy was optimistic that this 
year’s crop supply could 
meet market needs.  “We 
left some of the crop in the 
field, but I think our supply 
will hold out until next year’s 
crop is ready.”  

 
Variety Update 
What does LA 99-35 have 
to offer? 
Tara Smith 
 
LSU AgCenter sweet potato 
breeder, Dr. Don Labonte, 
is excited about a potential 
new sweet potato variety.  
LA (Louisiana) 99-35 was 
selected from the breeding 
program in 1999 for further 
evaluation because of its 
consistent performance in 
initial experimental trials.  
LA 99-35 looks to be a great 
sweet potato.  Its yield and 
overall quality are 
comparable to ‘Beauregard’, 
Louisiana’s current leading 
variety.  So what’s the big 
selling point?  Dr. Labonte 
says that, “LA 99-35 has 
consistent yields and a 
uniform appearance from 
hill to hill.”   Dr. Labonte 
added that “99-35 has an 
excellent flavor when baked 
and is also a good sweet 
potato for canning; in taste 
comparisons LA 99-35 has 
performed better than other 
leading sweet potato 
varieties.”  Additional 

information on this variety 
will be available in the near 
future.   

 
Industry News 
 
Louisiana Sweet Potato 
Association Annual 
Meeting 
 
Gerald Roberts, County 
Agent, St. Landry / 
Evangeline Parishes, would 
like to extend an invitation 
to all growers and industry 
personnel to attend this 
year’s annual meeting. The 
meeting will be held 
January 16th and 17th in 
Ville Platte, LA at the 
Northside Civic Center.  
Board meetings will take 
place on the 16th.  We are 
gearing up for a productive 
and informative meeting.  
Information and research 
updates on numerous 
aspects of sweet potato 
production will be presented 
by LSU AgCenter scientists.    
 
National Sweet Potato 
Convention to be held in 
San Francisco 
 
The National Sweet Potato 
Convention is being held in 
California this year.  The 
meeting will take place 
January 21-23.  Please 
make plans to attend.  This 
is an excellent opportunity 
to network with producers 
from different states and 
also a chance to get up to 
date information on the 
crop.  If you need 
information regarding this 
meeting please contact us.  
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Foundation Seed: 2007 
 
Information has been 
mailed out to county agents 
concerning the amount of 
virus-tested foundation seed 
that will be available for the 
2007 production season.  
Please be expecting 
correspondence and 
ordering information from 
your respective county 
agents in the near future.   
 

Recipe of the Day 
 
Yam Pecan Pie 
 
1 refrigerated 9-in pie 

crust 
 
1 15 ounce can sweet 

potatoes, drained and 
mashed, 1 cup 

 
2  large eggs, divided 
 
¼ cup  light brown sugar 
 
½ tsp  cinnamon 
 
¼ tsp  nutmeg 
 
3  large egg whites 
 
2/3 cup   dark corn syrup  
 
½ cup  sugar 
 
2 tsp  vanilla extract 
 
2/3 cup  pecans, chopped 
 
Preheat oven to 350 degrees.  Lay pie 
crust in a 9-inch pie dish.  In a mixing 
bowl, blend together the yams, 1 egg, 
brown sugar, cinnamon, and nutmeg.  
Spread evenly over bottom of pie crust.  In 
a mixing bowl beat together the remaining 
egg, egg whites, corn syrup, sugar, and 
vanilla until mixture is frothy.  Stir in 
pecans.  Carefully spoon over yam layer.  
Bake for 50 to 60 minutes or until filling is 
set around edges or until a knife inserted 
halfway between the center and edge 
comes out clean.  Cool and serve.  Makes 
8 servings.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

LSU AgCenter Extension 
personnel are available to 
assist you with all of your crop 
needs.  Please call on us if we 
can be of assistance.   
 
Sweet Potato Specialist  
Tara Smith  
318-435-2155 
tsmith@agctr.lsu.edu 
318-557-9501 (cell) 
 
Sweet Potato County Agents 
Morehouse Parish &  
West Carroll Parish  
Myrl Sistrunk 
318-428-3571 
msistrunk@agctr.lsu.edu 
 
St. Landry Parish & 
Evangeline Parish 
Gerald Roberts 
337-948-0561 
groberts@agctr.lsu.edu 
 
Avoyelles Parish 
Ernest Freeman  
318-253-7526 
efreeman@agctr.lsu.edu 
 
Franklin Parish  
Carol Pinnell-Alison 
318-435-7551 
CPinnell-alison@agctr.lsu.edu 


