
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2013 Record-Breaking 
Year for La. Sweet Potato 
Producers  
Mavis Finger, Sweet Potato 
Research Station, LSU AgCenter 

 
The 2013 Louisiana sweet potato 
growing season will go down in 
history, with producers realizing 
record yields for the year.  

Although total acreage was at a 
record low of 7,300 acres, the 
average yield was at a record 
high. According to the LSU 
AgCenter’s 2013 Louisiana 
Summary of Agriculture and 
Natural Resources, the average 
sweet potato yield in Louisiana 
was 481 bushels per acre. The 
national average also was up this 
year to 438 bushels, according to 
reports from the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture’s National 
Agricultural Statistics Service.  

The value of the 2013 Louisiana 
sweet potato crop increased to a 
total of $86 million. 

La. Sweet Potato Acreage 
Expected To Increase in 2014… 

The 2014 sweet potato 
production season is quickly 
approaching. Louisiana producers 
are busily making necessary 
preparations for this year’s field 
season while still packing and 
marketing what remains of the 
2013 crop. 

As a whole, acreage is expected 
to increase nationally in 2014. 
According to USDA-NASS 
statistics, approximately 126,300 
acres of sweet potatoes will be 
planted in the United States in 
2014. This is a 10 percent 
increase in national acreage 
compared to 2013 (115,700 
acres).  

In Louisiana, acreage is expected 
to rebound by about 25 percent in 
2014 from the 2013 levels. 
Approximately 9,200 acres of 
sweet potatoes will be planted in 
Louisiana in 2014.  

And a Thank You… 

Finally, as most of you are aware, 
I have accepted a position as a 
research associate at the LSU 
AgCenter’s Sugar Research 
Station in St. Gabriel, La.  

I want to sincerely thank you all 
for such a wonderful experience. I 
have truly enjoyed my time as 
sweet potato extension specialist. 
I wish you all success in the 
coming growing season and 
beyond. 

Please remember, in the interim, 
Dr. Tara Smith can be contacted 
by phone (318-557-9501) or 
email (tsmith@agcenter.lsu.edu) 
for any crop-related needs. 

 
Bedding operations underway at 
Thornhill Farms in Wisner, La. 

Louisiana Sweet Potato 
Producers Increasing 
Production Efficiency  
Dr. Arthur Villordon, Sweet Potato 
Research Station, LSU AgCenter 

 

Louisiana was one of a number of 
sweet potato producing states in 
the United States that saw a 
decline in acreage for 2013.  
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Approximately 7,300 acres of 
sweet potatoes were planted in 
Louisiana in 2013. This was 
about a 25 percent reduction from 
2012.  

Several factors contributed to the 
continued decline in acreage in 
Louisiana. Among those factors 
was the high cost of production. It 
is estimated that it costs between 
$3,000 and $3,500 dollars to 
produce an acre of sweet 
potatoes in Louisiana.  

These ever-increasing production 
costs have producers placing 
special emphasis on optimizing 
every aspect of crop production in 
an attempt to maximize yield and 
profit margins. In addition to 
monitoring temperatures and soil 
moisture, growers are beginning 
to realize the importance of 
monitoring soil fertility at planting.   

New lines of evidence about the 
role of nitrogen in sweet potato 
root development have helped 
shed light on storage root yield 
variability in commercial sweet 
potato fields.  

First, recent experimental findings 
have provided evidence that 
nitrate acts as a signaling 
molecule that regulates the 
proliferation of root branching. 
The development of lateral 
branches, in turn, determines the 
competency of an adventitious 
root to become a storage root. It 
has been documented that the 
root system rapidly develops 
during the first 20 days after 
planting, depleting available 
nitrogen supply in the root zone. 

Second, it also has been found 
that the amount of nitrogen in the 
root zone directly influences root 
branching and the timing of 
storage root formation – the most 
economically important 
physiological process in the crop.  

Taken together, these findings 
provide evidence that the initial 
nitrogen status of the soil directly 
influences storage root formation. 
Storage root formation can occur 
as early as 13 days after planting 
under optimal field conditions. 
These findings also provide a 
basis for coupling nitrogen 

dynamics with root growth 
dynamics, enabling the 
development and testing of 
integrated tools and approaches 
for improving nitrogen use in 
sweet potatoes.   

For example, although pre-plant 
soil nitrate testing wasn’t 
perceived as useful or practical 
for sweet potatoes grown in 
Louisiana, the data from such 
tests can be used as a decision 
support tool for determining 
whether pre-plant nitrogen 
application is necessary and can 
provide the basis for adjusting 
field-specific nitrogen rates. This 
approach will be tested during the 
coming growing season in 
representative commercial 
production fields located in key 
sweet potato growing regions of 
Louisiana. It is expected that the 
results from these adaptive 
research activities will increase 
awareness of the advantages of 
timing nitrogen availability to crop 
nitrogen requirements. 

New Sweet Potato 
Varieties Released by LSU 
AgCenter Sweet Potato 
Breeding Program 

Dr. Don LaBonte, School of Plant, 
Environmental and Soil Sciences, 
LSU AgCenter  

 

The LSU AgCenter released two 
new sweet potato varieties during 
2013.  

Burgundy, or LA 04-175, has a 
deep orange flesh and deep red 
skin. The burgundy skin is 
attractive but yet very different 
from our other varieties. It 
definitely will need to be marketed 
as a specialty type – and it is truly 
special.  

 
Burgundy has an attractive deep red 
skin color with a deep orange flesh 
and sugar content is similar to 
Evangeline.  

Burgundy is the closest variety we 
have that rivals the terrific flavor 
found in Evangeline. It has sugar 
content similar to Evangeline. It 
relies more on sucrose in contrast 
to maltose to give it that extra-
special taste. We perceive 
sucrose as a sweeter sugar in 
comparison to maltose – the 
sugar generated from the starch 
in the root through the baking 
process. 

Production of Burgundy in plant 
beds is similar to Beauregard, 
and it tends to do best in sandy 
soils. But we have seen nicely 
shaped roots in south Louisiana 
in heavier soils. Yield is good, but 
not great! We have found it 
similar to Beauregard in sandy 
soils and a bit less (10-20 percent 
less) in heavier soils. It does store 
well, in contrast to Evangeline, 
and retains a bright orange flesh.  

It has solid resistance to southern 
root-knot nematode, fusarium wilt, 
and soil rot, so it is well suited for 
sandy soils. 

LA 06-52 is the other variety 
released this year, but it has yet 
to be named! 

If you remember the Centennial 
variety, you have a pretty good 
idea of how LA 06-52 looks. It has 
an attractive copper skin. It 
definitely is different in skin tone 
compared to the rose-colored 
Beauregard and Orleans 
varieties.  

Yet it has an outstanding shape in 
lots of different soil types – which 
is very unusual.  

 
‘LA 06-52’ has a copper skin color 
and an orange flesh  

LA 06-52 has an attractive orange 
flesh, which stays bright orange 
after baking, with little or no 
discoloration. It relies less on 
sucrose for flavor and actually 



 
has more fructose (a very sweet 
sugar). It definitely is not a good 
potato to sell green, given its flat 
taste. But a good flavor develops 
once it is stored – and does it 
store! 

What I have found is that a variety 
that stores well often does not 
sprout well. This is definitely true 
of LA 06-52. You must pre-sprout 
to get plant beds that generate 
decent numbers of plants. Roots 
bedded without pre-sprouting just 
don’t work. So a good pre-sprout 
is needed, and then only expect 
plant quantities similar to 
Covington and less than 
Beauregard.  

Plant quality is excellent, 
however, and we have seen 
exceptional yields in sandy soils 
and average yields in heavier 
soils. 

LA 06-52 has solid resistance to 
southern root-knot nematodes, 
fusarium wilt and soil rot, so it is 
well suited for sandy soils. 

 
‘LA 06-52’ exhibits an outstanding 
shape in several different soil types 

Sugarcane Beetle 
Research a Top Priority 
for LSU AgCenter 
Scientists 

Dr. Tara Smith, Sweet Potato 
Research Station, and Dr. Julien 
Beuzelin, Dean Lee Research 
Station, LSU AgCenter 

 

Several sweet potato insect 
management studies will be 
conducted during 2014, and the 
sugarcane beetle is the focus of 
many of the planned studies. 

Many of the trials are directly 
related to objectives outlined in a 
2012 Louisiana Department of 
Agriculture and Forestry Specialty 
Crop Grant titled, “Improving 
Sugarcane Beetle Management 
Options in Louisiana Sweet 
Potatoes.”  

A controlled “pipe study” will be 
repeated at two locations during 
2014 to evaluate the efficacy of 
labeled insecticides in a 
controlled system in which 
beetles are placed on whole 
plants contained within pipes in 
the field. A pilot landscape study 
also will be conducted this year. 
In that trial, flight intercept traps 
will be placed around the edges 
of sweet potato fields that are 
located adjacent to pastures, 
soybeans and corn fields. Beetle 
flight activity will be monitored at 
the various locations. 

In addition, season-long 
population monitoring of 
sugarcane beetles will be 
conducted using black light traps 
at three locations in Louisiana. 
Plus, several insecticide 
evaluation trials are planned at 
various locations across the state, 
as well as variety trials evaluating 
resistance.  

All of you should have received 
an updated list of labeled 
insecticides, complete with IRAC 
classifications. We encourage you 
to scout often for cucumber 
beetles and other insect species 
and to rotate insecticide 
chemistries when possible. The 

LSU AgCenter also is working on 
an updated comprehensive Insect 
Pest Management Guide for 
Sweet Potatoes. This publication 
should be available in early 
summer. 

Market Outlook 

Mavis Finger, Sweet Potato 
Research Station, LSU AgCenter 

 
Movement of the 2013 crop has 
remained steady over the past 
few months, and supplies are 
becoming tight.  

As of April 7, 2014, current F.O.B. 
prices were $18-$18.50 per 40-
pound box of U.S. No. 1 grade; 
$9-$12 per 40-pound box of U.S. 
No. 2 grade; and $9-$12 per box 
of jumbos.  

Demand for the Easter shipping 
season is similar to years past. 
Supply is expected to be 
exhausted sometime in early 
summer. As a result, significant 
green movement of the new crop 
is expected in August.  

 
Bedding operations at Deep South 
Gold Farms in Oak Grove, La. 

Sweet Potato Research 
Station to Host Field Day 

 
The LSU AgCenter’s Sweet 
Potato Research Station Field 
Day will be held on Aug. 7, 2014.  

Topics to be covered during the 
field tour include sweet potato 
variety updates; production and 



nutrient efficiency; nitrogen 
management; insect 
management, weed management 
and disease management. In 
addition, a bulk harvester from 
Thornhill Farms will be highlighted 
and available for viewing.  

Registration begins at 8 a.m., and 
the event will conclude with a 
sponsored lunch. Please plan to 
attend if your schedules allow. 
More updates will follow during 
the summer.  

Please contact Tara Smith at 
tsmith@agcenter.lsu.edu or 318-
557-9501 with any questions. We 
look forward to seeing you there! 

 
Dr. Arthur Villordon speaks to a group 
about research being conducted at 
the LSU AgCenter’s Sweet Potato 
Research Station in Chase, La. 

Industry News  
 
Lee Jones Posthumously 
Receives Distinguished Service 
Award from La. Sweet Potato 
Association in 2013 
 
Lee Jones was the 2013 recipient 
of the Louisiana Sweet Potato 
Association’s Distinguished 
Service Award. The award was 
accepted in his honor by the 
Jones family.  

 
Lee Jones displays sweet potatoes 
grown at his farm in Forest, La.

Dr. Don LaBonte Receives 
Numerous Accolades in 2013 

 
Dr. Don LaBonte was the 2014 
recipient of the 
U.S. Sweet 
Potato 
Council’s 
Distinguished 
Service Award.  

LaBonte also 
was awarded 
the 2013 
Mississippi Sweet Potato 
Association’s Distinguished 
Service Award and the LSU 
AgCenter’s 2013 Doyle 
Chambers Research Award. 

These awards are a direct 
testament of LaBonte’s dedication 
to the sweet potato industry. He 
has devoted his career to 
developing sweet potato varieties 
for the industry. The LSU 
AgCenter’s sweet potato breeding 
program is world renown, largely 
due to his efforts. 

LaBonte has released several 
varieties during his career. Two of 
the breeding programs most 
recent releases, Orleans and 07-
146, are beginning to displace 
Beauregard acreage in Louisiana 
and other sweet potato producing 
states.  

Featured Recipe 

 

Chorizo and Sweet Potato 
Enchiladas 

Ingredients: 

•2 tablespoons vegetable oil 
•1 medium (1 lb.) sweet potato  
•1 medium poblano pepper  
•2 cloves garlic  
•3 links (3/4 lb.) chorizo  
•10 taco-size tortillas 
•1 (15 oz.) can enchilada sauce 
•1½ cups shredded cheese 

Instructions: 

1. Peel the sweet potato and cut 
into half-inch cubes. Remove the 
stem and seeds from the poblano 
and also dice it into half-inch 
pieces. Mince the garlic. 

2. In a large skillet, cook the 
sweet potato, poblano and garlic 

in vegetable oil, over medium 
heat until they begin to soften 
(about 10 minutes). Squeeze the 
chorizo out of its casing into the 
skillet. Break up the meat and 
cook until thoroughly browned 
(about 5 minutes). 

3. Spray a large casserole dish 
with nonstick spray and preheat 
oven to 375 degrees. Scoop 
about ¾ cup of the chorizo sweet 
potato filling onto each tortilla. 
Fold in the ends and then roll 
each tortilla around the filling. 
Place the filled and rolled tortillas 
in the baking dish. They should fill 
the dish and fit tightly against 
each other to avoid unrolling. 

4. Pour the enchilada sauce over 
the rolled tortillas and top with 
shredded cheese. Bake in oven 
until the edges begin to bubble 

(about 20 minutes). Serve hot. 

LSU AgCenter 
Extension personnel 
are available to assist 
you with all your crop 
needs. Please call us if 
you need us! 
 
LSU AgCenter Sweet Potato 
Research Station Coordinator 
Tara Smith 
318-435-2155 
318-557-9501 
tsmith@agcenter.lsu.edu 
 

Sweet Potato County 
Agents: 
 
Morehouse Parish  
And West Carroll Parish 
Bruce Garner 
318-331-9481 
bgarner@agcenter.lsu.edu 
 
Evangeline Parish 
And Acadia Parish 
Vince Deshotel 
337-948-0561 
vdeshotel@agcenter.lsu.edu 
 
Franklin Parish 
Carol Pinnell-Alison 
318-435-7551 
cpinnell-alison@agcenter.lsu.edu 


