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Agriculture:  Backbone of Louisiana’s Economy

This publication tabulates the value of Louisiana agriculture in 2009. 
Agents and specialists of the LSU AgCenter’s Louisiana Cooperative Extension 
Service, as well as those in other agencies – both private and public – compiled 
the data. Their analysis focuses on the animal, forestry, fisheries, plant and 
wildlife commodities that comprise our vital agricultural industry. The 
agricultural industry continues to contribute significantly to the state’s economy 
and has the potential for increased benefits through value-added processing.

The 2009 production year was another challenging one for many in the 
state’s food and fiber sector. As a consequence of the downturn in both the 
domestic and international economies, there was much less optimism regarding 
agricultural revenue heading into 2009. For many agricultural producers, a 
consequence of hurricanes Gustav and Ike was a significant need for improved 
production and profitability in 2009. Although lower input costs, led by 
reductions in fuel and fertilizer prices, helped create a more positive financial 
foundation for producers, this was quickly overshadowed by lower commodity 
prices and a production year that proved to be one of extremes. Early season 
drought conditions were followed by heavy and persistent rains for much of 
September and October, creating significant harvest delays and resulting in 
both quantity and quality reductions for many of the state’s row crop and forage 
producers.

While agricultural products often are considered less susceptible to 
downturns in the economy than other consumer goods, the prolonged nature 
of the current recession had dampened consumer confidence and decreased 
demand throughout the state’s food and fiber sector. For most commodities, 
lower prices certainly were an expression of lower demand and reduced 
speculative investment in agricultural commodity markets. Lower home starts 
created difficulties for the state’s forestry sector, with mills either curtailing or 
ceasing operations. Lower demand also was one of the factors leading to the 
closing of a major poultry processing facility in the state. Although that plant 
has been purchased and reopened, it currently is operating at significantly 
reduced capacities. This had implications for the livestock sector in 2009 and 
will likely continue to affect that sector into the future, at least until the facility 
returns to full capacity.

The adverse weather conditions that hampered the agricultural sector at 
the end of the 2009 production year unfortunately persisted into early 2010. A 
significantly colder- and wetter-than-normal winter limited producer’s ability 
to repair fields affected by harvesting under less-than-ideal conditions. If these 
weather patterns continue to persist through the spring, such conditions could 
have a substantial impact on crop acreage and production in 2010 – particularly 
if producers are forced to shift acres from commodity to commodity due to their 
inability to get certain crops planted in a timely fashion. 
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Sincerely,

Vice Chancellor, LSU AgCenter, and
Director, Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service

While the agricultural sector certainly encountered many challenges in 
2009, it was able to generate farm gate sales totaling $4.9 billion. When those 
commodities were cleaned, processed and packaged, the value added brought 
in nearly $3.4 billion. That meant a total contribution to our state’s economy of 
nearly $8.3 billion. 

While farm-gate values and levels for value added for specific commodities 
may have changed noticeably from the previous year, due to lower output caused 
by late-season weather problems, lower commodity prices or significant changes 
in acreages, the food and fiber sector continues to be vital to the state’s economy. 
Cutting-edge research and extension education and outreach efforts remain 
critical to sustaining these significant economic benefits.

Many communities depend on agriculture, forestry, fisheries and wildlife for 
local jobs and economic well-being. The heart of agronomic agriculture is found 
in northeastern, southwestern, and south central Louisiana. Forestry production 
is mostly in the hill parishes, and fisheries production takes place mostly along 
the coast, although the aquaculture production of catfish is located mainly in the 
northeast Louisiana delta. 

Agriculture, forestry and fisheries are more than a business and major job 
contributor to those who work the industries day in and day out. It truly is a way 
of life. Families have lived on many of these farms or forest lands or in these 
fishing villages for generations – following a preferred way of life even though it 
means hard work, long hours, high risks and sometimes low incomes. 

Each new production season has risks associated with commodity prices, 
trade agreements and higher input costs, as well as uncertainty related to the 
weather. These conditions make the discovery and adoption of new agricultural 
technology developed by the LSU AgCenter more important than ever to our 
state’s producers.

Agriculture is a highly sophisticated segment of the national and world 
economy; becoming increasingly more so every year. That is the reason we at 
the LSU AgCenter continue to support agriculture and consumers with factual 
information provided by a well-trained faculty of extension agents, specialists and 
research scientists. 

Those of us in the LSU Agricultural Center (the Louisiana Cooperative 
Extension Service and the Louisiana Agricultural Experiment Station) are proud 
to be part of Louisiana’s agricultural industry, and we are committed to serving 
that industry and the citizens across the state of Louisiana in the years ahead.



3

Summary, Agriculture and 
Natural Resources..........................4

Animal Enterprises
Beef Cattle.....................................5
Dairy..............................................5
Horses............................................6
Poultry...........................................7
Rabbits...........................................7
Sheep and Goats............................8
Swine.............................................8
Exotic Animals..............................8

Fisheries & Wildlife Enterprises
Aquaculture...................................9
Fisheries ......................................10
Fur................................................13
Hunting Leases............................13 
Honey...........................................14

Plant Enterprises
Cotton..........................................15
Feed Grains..................................15
Forestry........................................16
Fruit Crops...................................17
Greenhouse Vegetables................19
Hay Sold......................................20
Home Vegetable Gardens.............20
Nursery Crops..............................21
Other Oil Seeds............................21
Pecans..........................................21
Rice..............................................22
Sod and Turfgrass Production......22
Soybeans......................................22
Sugarcane....................................23
Sweet Potatoes.............................25
Vegetables (commercial).............26
Wheat...........................................27

2009 Progress Report..................28
State Totals...................................30

Parish Agricultural Reports
Acadia..........................................41
Allen............................................46
Ascension....................................50
Assumption..................................55
Avoyelles.....................................58
Beauregard...................................63
Bienville.......................................68
Bossier.........................................73
Caddo...........................................78
Calcasieu......................................84
Caldwell.......................................90
Cameron......................................93
Catahoula.....................................96

Claiborne....................................100
Concordia...................................106
DeSoto........................................110
East Baton Rouge.......................115
East Carroll................................120
East Feliciana.............................123
Evangeline..................................127
Franklin......................................132
Grant..........................................137
Iberia..........................................141
Iberville......................................146
Jackson.......................................150
Jefferson.....................................154
Jefferson Davis...........................158
Lafayette....................................162
Lafourche...................................168
LaSalle.......................................174
Lincoln.......................................178
Livingston..................................182
Madison......................................188
Morehouse..................................192
Natchitoches...............................196
Orleans.......................................200
Ouachita.....................................202
Plaquemines...............................208
Pointe Coupee............................211
Rapides.......................................217
Red River...................................222
Richland.....................................227
Sabine.........................................232
St. Bernard.................................236
St. Charles..................................239
St. Helena...................................245
St. James....................................250
St. John.......................................253
St. Landry...................................258
St. Martin...................................264
St. Mary......................................269
St. Tammany..............................273
Tangipahoa.................................278
Tensas.........................................284
Terrebonne.................................288
Union..........................................294
Vermilion....................................299
Vernon........................................304
Washington................................309
Webster......................................313
West Baton Rouge......................318
West Carroll...............................321
West Feliciana............................325
Winn...........................................329

Prices Per Unit of Commodity 
Products......................................334

Table of Contents



4

The statistical information in this summary is compiled from estimates made 
by extension agents of the LSU AgCenter after consulting with agricultural agency 
representatives, agricultural and agribusiness leaders and others and after study of 
various reports and resource materials.  State specialists check parish-level data for 
specific commodities to ensure accuracy and consistency of production information. 
Additional review of data is conducted by the Project Director, Dr. John Westra, in 
consultation with external sources, including state and federal statistical agencies. 
Any inquiries about the data in this publication should be directed to Dr. John Westra 
in the Department of Agricultural Economics, LSU AgCenter, who oversees the pro-
cess of gathering all information for the Louisiana Summary.

Although this material is reasonably accurate and can be used for planning and 
other general information purposes, this is not the official document of agricultural 
data for the state.  Official statistical data are gathered, summarized and published by 
the USDA – National Agricultural Statistics Service, Louisiana Field Office, P.O. Box 
65038, Baton Rouge, LA 70896.  Reproduction or publication of information in this 
summary should acknowledge the unofficial nature of the statistics.

A gross value has been computed for each commodity, which in some cases 
includes a value from natural resources and, consequently, may not represent income 
to farmers.  Gross farm values were calculated using calendar-year, market-weighted, 
state-level average prices, when available.  The gross value is an indicator of the com-
modity’s contribution to economic activity in the state, but is not an indicator of farm 
profits.  Production costs greatly affect profit (or loss) for many commodities.  Even 
when gross income increases over previous years, corresponding increases in produc-
tion costs may decrease farm profits.

In the state summaries, the value added in cleaning, processing, packaging, 
marketing and transporting commodities is an estimate of the total contribution of 
agriculture and natural resources to the state’s economy.

The state summary is not an exact summation of all parish reports as adjustments 
may occur due to changes in average prices received, or to accommodate information 
from other sources.

In each parish table only commodities that were of commercial economic value 
in that parish this year were listed.  In some instances, the number of producers or the 
number of acres in a parish were not available.  An asterisk is used to avoid confi-
dential information from being released, when too few producers are present for that 
commodity.  Within some commodity groups, such as grains, fruits and commercial 
vegetables, the total number of producers has been omitted because some produc-
ers grow several different crops within the group.  Adding together the producers of 
individual crops would not give a true total for the group.

 

Louisiana Summary
Agriculture and Natural Resources

2009



5

Animal Enterprises
Total farm income for all animal enterprises was $1.356 billion 
for 2008, down 12 percent from $1.537 billion in 2008. Value 
added was $594 million. Total value of all animal enterprises 
in the Louisiana economy was $1.950 billion, down 16 percent 
from $2.316 billion in 2008.

Beef Cattle
In 2009, the Louisiana beef cattle industry still had to deal with the 

high cost of inputs and lower-than-expected or lower-than-hoped-for calf 
prices. Cow numbers in 2009 totaled 602,450 with a reported 11,534 pro-
ducers. Gross farm income from beef cattle declined from $343.3 million 
in 2008 to $329.2 million in 2009.

The gross farm value of steer sales in 2009 was $113.4 million; lower 
than the $121.1 million reported in 2008. The gross farm value of heifer 
sales declined by $7.6 million; from $97.9 million in 2008 to $90.3 million 
in 2009.

The number of cow-calf pairs sold in 2009 increased to 58,106 pairs. 
These pairs sold for $58.1 million, up slightly from 2008. Yearling cattle 
sold for $38.3 million in 2009. Gross farm values of 61,657 cull cows and 
7,853 cull bulls were $22.6 million and $6.4 million, respectively.

The total value of the beef cattle industry in 2009 was $365.4 million 
of which $36.2 million was value added and $329.2 million was gross farm 
sales.

Dairy
Milk production was reported by 14 parishes in 2009. Three parishes 

in the southeastern part of the state and one parish in the northwestern part 
accounted for about 93 percent of the milk production, about 92 percent of 
the herds and 93 percent of the dairy cows. 

The number of dairy farms declined from 186 in 2008 to 166 in 2009. 
The number of milking cows decreased from 23,218 head in 2008 to 
20,105 head in 2009. Total milk production decreased from 316.1 million 
pounds in 2008 to 273.1 million pounds in 2009. 

The on-farm value of milk decreased substantially from $65.4 million 
in 2008 to $39.3 million in 2009. The decrease in the on-farm value of 
milk in 2009 was due primarily to a much lower average price per hun-
dredweight (cwt) of milk ($14.39 per cwt in 2009 as compared to $20.70 
per cwt – a 30 percent reduction in price per hundredweight from 2008 to 
2009). To a lesser extent, the loss in number of cows (3,113 or 13 percent) 
and a slight loss in production per cow contributed to the decline in value. 

Due to the lower price of milk and the higher cost of feed, fertilizer and 
fuel, the majority of dairy producers had to use savings and equity to cover 
some of their operating expenses for part or all of 2009. This situation does 
not bode well for the coming production year since similar economic and 
financial conditions will be present in 2010.

The value of cull cows, bred heifers, mature cows, breeding-age bulls 
and calves was $7.9 million. The total value of milk and animal sales to 
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Louisiana dairy producers was $47.2 million. Value added contributed 
$66.5 million more. The total economic contribution from dairying in 
Louisiana, including milk sales, animal sales and additional processing, 
was $113.6 million. 

Horses
The horse industry is an important component of the agricultural econ-

omy of Louisiana. In 2009, 203,159 horses were owned by an estimated 
48,883 people, a slight (2 percent) increase from 2008. The horse industry 
has three sectors – 30 percent of it involves racing, 15 percent show or 
competition and 55 percent recreational horse owners.

The race horse industry was made up of 1,438 breeders who own 
13,800 mares that produced 10,385 foals that were sold in 2009 for $83 
million. A total of 304 breeders own 1,456 stallions that were bred to 
13,924 mares, generating income from stud fees of $34.8 million. The total 
gross farm income generated from race horse production was $117.8 mil-
lion.

An additional 2,585 race horse owners owned 15,330 race horses in 
training or on the track with a gross farm value of $183.9 million. The 
gross farm value of the entire race sector (owners and breeder activities) of 
the horse industry in 2009 was $301.7 million. This was up 9 percent from 
2008 and could be associated with the race industries improved incentive 
fund program, which has promoted more breeding of horses and horses be-
ing trained by owners within Louisiana. 

The show and competition horse industry (horse shows, barrel racing, 
cutting, roping, team penning and others) is composed of 2,994 breeders 
who own 9,287 mares which produced 6,353 foals that were sold for $25.4 
million. These breeders own 1,115 stallions which bred to 5,547 mares, 
generating $8.3 million in income from stud fees. The total income gener-
ated from show and competition horse production was $33.7 million. 

Another 4,770 owners compete on their 13,478 horses, which had a 
gross farm value of $67.4 million. The total gross farm value of the show 
and competition sector of the horse industry was $101.1 million. This total 
was down 9 percent from last year and could be the result of higher fuel 
and feed cost experienced during 2009.

A large portion of the horse industry was recreational. The horse has 
been used for comfort, exercise and enjoyment for quite some time. Ap-
proximately 30 percent (10,350) of the recreational horse owners bred 
24,498 mares and sold 14,201 foals in 2009 for $21.3 million. These horse 
enthusiasts owned 2,633 stallions, which were bred to 9,014 mares generat-
ing income from stud fees of $4.5 million. The total income from produc-
tion in the recreational horse industry was $25.8 million in 2009. Another 
26,442 recreational horse owners have 62,111 horses valued at $93.1 
million. The total economic contribution of the recreational horse industry 
is $118.9 million.

There are a total of 203,159 horses owned by 48,883 people in Loui-
siana. These horses had a gross farm value of $521.6 million in 2009. The 
average horse owner spends about $4,000 annually on feed, tack, equip-
ment, veterinary supplies and medicines. This results in an estimated ex-
penditure of $828 million on horses and a total economic impact of $1.95 
billion.
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In addition to the value of horses produced and maintained in Louisi-
ana, the activities of the horse industry generate a tremendous cash flow for 
the state. The four racetracks employ 3,000 people and generate expendi-
tures of $1 billion each year. The show and competition industry conducts 
an estimated 500 activities per year and generates $20 million in expendi-
tures. With the value of horses, expenditures on horses and the activities in 
which they engage, the economic impact of the horse industry is estimated 
at $2.4 billion per year. This value coincides with a recent study by the 
American Horse Council that estimated the Louisiana horse industry gener-
ated $2.45 billion per year in economic impact.

Poultry
Broilers and Eggs 

Poultry production continues to be the largest animal agricultural 
industry in Louisiana and is second only to forestry in total income produc-
tion for all agricultural commodities. 

In 2009, there were 324 Louisiana growers who produced 827.9 mil-
lion pounds of broiler meat. The gross farm value of these broilers was 
$372.6 million. Commercial broilers are produced in 11 parishes including 
Bienville, Claiborne, Jackson, Lincoln, Natchitoches, Ouachita, Sabine, 
Union, Vernon, Webster and Winn. 

There were 134 breeder flock producers in Louisiana during 2009 and 
they produced 22.3 million dozen eggs with a gross farm value of $46.8 
million. There also were 12 pullet producers who produced 1.2 million pul-
lets with a farm value of $12.2 million. 

In Louisiana, there were 475 edible egg producers (commercial and 
small producers) during 2009. Table egg production was 21.3 million 
dozen eggs. The gross farm value for commercial egg production was 
$16.2 million for the year. 

The gross farm value for all poultry production in Louisiana was 
$450.8 million in 2009. The value added to the Louisiana economy from 
poultry production was estimated to be $432.8 million last year. The total 
value of poultry production in Louisiana was $900 million in 2009, down 
25 percent from 2008.

Ratite and Other Exotic Fowl
The sale of ratites and exotic fowl did not generate any funds in Louisi-

ana during 2009. The decline in birds and values continued.

Quail
There were 20,656 birds produced during 2009 by 29 producers. Quail 

generated a gross farm value of $72,296. Total value of quail production, 
including value added, was $75,911 last year.

Rabbits
The production of rabbits for meat and exhibition involved 426 produc-

ers in Louisiana during 2009. The fryer industry produced 85,668 pounds 
of meat. Louisiana rabbit producers generated $134,389 in gross farm 
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income. With value added of $12,767, the total value of rabbit production 
during 2009 was $147,156.

Sheep and Goats
Sheep or goat production was reported in 56 Louisiana parishes during 

2009. Sheep were produced by 366 producers, which is a slight decrease 
from last year, while 1,184 producers raised goats, marking a slight in-
crease from last year. 

Total number of lambs marketed (slaughter, feeder and club/show 
lambs) was estimated to be 2,158 for approximately $260,000 during 2009, 
down considerably from the previous year. Stocker sheep sold numbered 
526 head, up slightly from 2008. Cull sheep sold were estimated at 1,177 
head, down considerably from the previous year. Wool production was esti-
mated at 20,723 pounds, down somewhat from 2008. Total farm-gate value 
of sheep sales was $2.4 million in 2009, and total value was $2.6 million 
when approximately $200,000 in value added contributions were included. 
This was up significantly from the previous year.

Goats were produced by 1,184 farmers in Louisiana in 2009. Total 
number of slaughter goats marketed was estimated to be 8,918 head, down 
from 2008. Stocker goats sold numbered 3,714 head in 2009, a slight 
decrease from the previous year. There were 2,509 cull goats marketed this 
year, slightly fewer than the past year. Goats sold as club/show goats num-
bered 2,662 head, a slight increase over 2008. Gross farm value of goats 
sold in Louisiana in 2009 was $2.5 million, up 25 percent from the past 
year. Total value of production was $2.7 million once value-added contri-
butions were included.

Swine
Louisiana pork producers numbered 423 in 2009 compared to 367 

in 2008. St. Martin (with 60 producers), Calcasieu (30), Vermilion (28), 
Rapides (25), Beauregard (24) and Richland (20) parishes reported the 
largest number of swine producers. The number of sows reported in 2009 
was 2,950, up from 2,566 in 2008. Show pigs, totaling 2,646 sold for 
$660,000, down slightly from the previous year. Feeder pig sales of 16,718 
had a gross farm value of $270,000 in 2009, up substantially from the pre-
vious year. Slaughter hog sales in 2009 were set at 6,662 head with a gross 
farm value of $730,000. This reflected an increase in heads sold but a slight 
decrease in value due to a decline in hog prices from 2008 levels. There 
were 1,544 cull animals (sows and boars) sold in 2009, and those were 
valued at $150,000. The gross farm value of all classes of swine in 2009 
was $1.8 million. The estimated value added from the swine sector was 
$450,000 in 2009, so when that was added to the gross farm sales, the total 
value of all swine production in the state was $2.26 million in 2009.

Exotic Animals 
Exotic animal producers had gross farm sales of $130,000 million in 

2009, down slightly from $160,000 the past year. Total value of production 
for exotic animals, including value added, was $140,000 in 2009.
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Fisheries and Wildlife Enterprises
Total farm value of all fish and wildlife enterprises was $528.9 
million in 2009, down 6 percent from $557.6 million in 2008. 
Value added was $356.9 million. The 2009 total value of all 
fisheries and wildlife enterprises to the Louisiana economy was 
$882.8 million, down 6 percent from $936.1 million in 2008.

Aquaculture
Louisiana has long been recognized as supporting one of the most 

diverse aquaculture industries in the United States. Species and products 
such as crawfish, catfish, alligators, oysters, tilapia, baitfish, hybrid striped 
bass, soft-shell crawfish and crabs, ornamental fish, baby turtles, a variety 
of freshwater game fish and other minor species all have been commercial-
ized successfully. 

Louisiana’s producers continue to lead the nation in crawfish, oyster, 
pet turtle and alligator sales, but the state’s aquaculture crops generally 
exhibited downward trends during 2009. Gross farm sales were estimated 
to be $193.2 million, down approximately 11 percent from 2008. Value 
added to aquaculture products was estimated to be $125.6 million, resulting 
in a total value of $318.7 million from the aquaculture sector to the state’s 
economy for 2009.

Estimates from the field indicate farm-raised crawfish production oc-
cupied 173,078 acres during the 2008-2009 season, down approximately 
6 percent from the previous year. In contrast, the estimated number of 
producers in 2009 decreased by 15 percent, suggesting most of the acreage 
reduction was among smaller crawfish farming operations. 

Estimated average yields per pond acre (567 pounds) were lower over 
most of the crawfish-producing areas of the state; likely reflecting higher 
harvesting costs and reduced crawfish prices later in the season – both of 
which would decrease harvesting efforts by producers and result in lower 
production per acre. According to estimates from the various crawfish-pro-
ducing parishes, more than 98 million pounds of farm-raised crawfish were 
sold for $115.7 million during the 2008-2009 season, making farm-raised 
crawfish the state’s most valuable aquaculture commodity.

Despite continuing declines in acreage, Louisiana still ranks fourth 
among catfish-producing states in the United States. Declines in catfish 
acreage and production continued and accelerated not only in Louisiana 
but throughout the major producing states in 2009, primarily as a function 
of increasing costs for feed and energy and continued importation of cheap 
catfish substitutes from overseas. According to field estimates, Louisiana 
catfish acreage decreased by 41 percent to 2,622 acres of ponds, but 19 pro-
ducers sold more than 10 million pounds of catfish valued at $8.1 million. 

Following several years of impressive growth in farmed alligator 
production, industry expansion has reversed in response to the decreased 
demand for alligator products as the global economic recession worsened 
in 2009. Tag data from the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
suggest the number of alligators produced and harvested in 2009 was down 
10 percent from the prior year. Nonetheless, the 2009 farm-gate value was 
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estimated at $32.3 million for farm-raised alligators and $1.3 million for 
the wild alligator harvest. In addition, $200,000 of wild alligators were 
harvested in the state but without a parish designation.

Pet turtle hatchling production was down sharply in 2009, with produc-
tion of only 2.2 million hatchlings. This decline was the result of several 
factors, including extensive damage to facilities and loss of breeding stock 
caused by Hurricane Gustav in late 2008, global economic trends (virtually 
all hatchlings are exported due to FDA restrictions on domestic sales) and 
increasing self-sufficiency in China’s farmed turtle industry. Nonetheless, 
estimated hatchling sales exceeded $2.1 million in 2009. 

Louisiana’s bait fish and minnow industries also declined sharply in 
2009 to $300,000 in gross farm value – with the decline also coming in 
response to general economic trends.

Estimated oyster sales from 782 producers in Louisiana were $34.2mil-
lion in 2009, up slightly from the previous year. This value does not include 
$2.1 million for 87,074 sacks of oysters harvested out of state yet sold in 
Louisiana. The oyster production data reported in this summary represent a 
one-year lag to avoid estimation and projection errors from using data from 
only part of the year (figures for oysters reported this year are from 2008). 
The reason for the lag is that data for oyster sales are compiled and provid-
ed by the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to the National 
Marine Fisheries Service, and this information is not available until the 
middle of the year following production. 

Fisheries
The harvest of freshwater and marine fish and shellfish in Louisiana 

continues to contribute significantly to the state’s economy. Fisheries land-
ings are recorded by two government agencies. The Louisiana Department 
of Wildlife and Fisheries receives monthly reports from the initial buyers 
(processors, dealers, etc.), who are required to record every transaction. 
Species, weights and dockside sales values of the landings are reported for 
all commercially harvested species. 

The National Marine Fisheries Service also is responsible for estimat-
ing fisheries landings, using both regional National Marine Fisheries Ser-
vice data collectors and state Department of Wildlife and Fisheries reports. 
The information reported here is from those two cooperating sources. 

The freshwater fisheries and marine fisheries information presented 
in the report this year (2009) reflect the calendar year 2008 – an exception 
to the way most items are reported focused on 2009. The one-year lag is 
necessary to ensure data accuracy. Real-time reports on fisheries landings 
are not available until four months after the fact, and final statistics often 
are six to seven months behind. Estimating landings for the second half 
of the year based on landings reports from the first half is inaccurate. This 
method of reporting fisheries landings data has been in place since the 2004 
Louisiana Summary of Agriculture and Natural Resources. Data prior to 
that 2004 volume may not be directly comparable to the information re-
ported since 2004, because of the different estimation method. To compare 
state-level landings for years prior to 2004, on a calendar-year basis, please 
consult the US-NOAA-NMFS Web site.

F
i
s

h
e

r
i
e

s
 &

 W
i
l

d
l

i
fe


 E

n
t

e
r

p
r

i
s

e
s



11

One final caveat is that parish totals for fisheries landings will not equal 
the state total because of legal confidentiality requirements. When there are 
fewer than three sources in a parish that report landings of a fisheries com-
modity in that parish, the number of landings cannot be publicly released 
by the state Department of Wildlife and Fisheries or the National Marine 
Fisheries Service without breaking confidentiality requirements. Therefore, 
there may be parishes included in this volume for which no landings or 
values were provided by either agency but for which there was catch. Fur-
thermore, fisheries landings are reported for the parish in which the fish are 
offloaded – not the parish in which the boat and its crew may be domiciled 
or the parish where the catches actually were made.

Freshwater Fisheries
Freshwater finfish are comprised primarily of bowfin, catfish, buffalo, 

shad, gar and carp. These fish typically are less valuable on a per-pound ba-
sis than marine finfish. Total freshwater finfish landings in 2008 decreased 
in value by 20 percent from 2007 levels to $3.9 million on 10.9 million 
pounds sold by 1,723 commercial fishermen. 

Catfish are the mainstay of the more valuable freshwater species, and 
price per pound for catfish remained relatively stable. Sales of catfish 
caught commercially in Louisiana waters were $1.9 million on 4.3 million 
pounds in 2008.

Most wild crawfish are caught in the Atchafalaya Basin, where water 
levels fluctuate as inflows are controlled at about one-third of the combined 
flows of the Mississippi and Red rivers. Although wild crawfish compete 
in the marketplace with farm-raised crawfish, some consumers prefer the 
wild product because of its frequently larger size. The volume of the wild 
crawfish harvest is almost completely constrained by the timing and dura-
tion of the annual winter/spring floodwater event in the Atchafalaya Basin. 
The 2008 crawfish season was a productive one in the Atchafalaya Basin 
with prolonged floodwaters increasing production. As a result, freshwa-
ter crawfish landings were15.4 million pounds – up somewhat from 14.9 
million pounds in 2007, up substantially from 1.5 million pounds in 2006, 
more than the 2005 level of 15.2 million pounds, but far less than the 1993 
record level of 50 million pounds. Wild crawfish sales were $9.3 million in 
2008, up nearly 10 percent from $8.5 million in the previous year. In addi-
tion, nearly 81,000 pounds of crawfish were caught in out-of-state waters 
but sold in Louisiana for $59,000 in 2008.

Overall, landings from the freshwater fisheries sector in 2008 had a 
gross value of $13.2 million. When value added ($11.2 million) was in-
cluded, freshwater fisheries had a total value of $24.4 million in Louisiana 
in 2008.

Marine Fisheries
Marine finfish landings for food are varied and complex, with about 6.5 

million pounds total of 80 different species being landed. As it happened 
in 2005, the 2008 marine fisheries landings in Louisiana were adversely 
affected by two major hurricanes. In 2008, the top five species landed by 
value were yellowfin tuna, red snapper, black drum, king mackerel and 
swordfish. 

F
i
s

h
e

r
i
e

s
 &

 W
i
l

d
l

i
fe


 E

n
t

e
r

p
r

i
s

e
s



12

Total saltwater finfish landings, excluding menhaden, were valued at 
$11.2 million in 2008, down significantly from $19.6 million for 2007. In 
addition, 67,000 pounds of saltwater finfish were caught in out-of-state 
waters and sold for $100,000 in Louisiana.

Landings of menhaden, a low-value but high-volume nonfood finfish 
species, were 741 million pounds in 2008, down from 790 million pounds 
in 2007. The catch was valued at $48.8 million, up slightly from $45 mil-
lion in 2007. Menhaden value continued to increase in 2008, selling for ap-
proximately 6.25 cents per pound, up nearly a penny per pound. Menhaden 
oil and meal are sold on the world market for industrial purposes, animal 
feeds and omega-3 dietary supplements, among other uses, and the prices 
received for menhaden products is a function of the world supply of oils 
and meals, particularly those produced by the fisheries for the anchovetta 
of the Pacific Coast of South America. 

In 2008, 11.4 million pounds of oysters were landed from private reefs 
and from wild reefs. Value was approximately $3.01 per pound of oyster 
meat. To calculate prices per sack, assume 7.4 pounds of shucked oyster 
meat per sack ($22.40 per sack). Gross value of oysters harvested in 2008 
was $34.2 million, down from $40.1 million in 2007. In addition, 660,000 
pounds of oysters were harvested in out-of-state waters and sold in Louisi-
ana for $2.1 million in 2008.

Blue crabs constitute nearly all of the Louisiana crab harvest, with 
stone crab claws making up less than 0.01 percent. Louisiana hard crab 
landings normally range from 40 to 50 million pounds. In 2008, hardshell 
blue crabs landings were 43.8 million pounds with a gross value of $33.9 
million. In addition, more than 59,000 pounds of crabs were caught in out-
of-state waters and sold in Louisiana for $74,000. This decrease in landings 
from the previous year (when 44.6 million pounds were landed) was due in 
part to the damage to gear and infrastructure from hurricanes Gustav and 
Ike. 

In 2008, production of softshell crabs (5,900 pounds) and peeler crabs 
for the shedding business (88,240 pounds) was the lowest ever recorded. 
Many shoreside shedding facilities were never rebuilt after the storms of 
2005, and those that had been restored were damaged or destroyed by the 
2008 storms.

Louisiana shrimp landings in 2008 consisted of five species: white 
shrimp, brown shrimp, seabobs, rock shrimp and pink shrimp. White 
shrimp historically have provided 50-60 percent of the harvest by weight 
and around 70 percent by value; but in 2008 contributed 71 percent (63.1 
million pounds) of total weight and 82 percent ($107.4 million) of total val-
ue. In 2008, brown shrimp landings totaled 25 million pounds with a value 
of $22.7 million dockside. The weighted-average price for shrimp was 
$1.46 per pound in 2008, up significantly from $1.26 in 2007, which was 
also up from the previous year. Overall landings of 89.7 million pounds 
were down from 109.5 million pounds in 2007, due to both the hurricanes 
of 2008 and reduction of effort due to overall reduction of profitability in 
the industry. Shrimp landed in Louisiana had a gross value of $132.2 mil-
lion in 2008, down from $138.1 million in 2007. Extensive damage to the 
shrimp fleet and infrastructure from the hurricanes of 2005 continued to 
affect both landings and prices in 2008 and was exacerbated by the effects 
of the 2008 hurricanes.F
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In 2008, all marine fisheries landings in Louisiana were valued at 
$226.1 million at dockside. With value added ($214.8 million), the total 
contribution to the state’s economy from marine fisheries was valued at 
$440.9 million in 2008.

Fur
The 2008-2009 harvest of fur animal pelts in Louisiana had a gross 

farm value of $51,714. This amount represented fur production only and 
does not include any value associated with meat production, predominately 
from raccoon and nutria carcasses. Animals pelted and sold totaled 15,391. 

Gross farm value of pelts sold was down significantly, almost $164,000 
from the previous year. Likewise, the number of pelts sold declined by 
31,000 from 2007-08 figures. Without exception, every species of fur 
animal had fewer pelts taken this past season. In addition, the average price 
paid for pelts during this reporting period was lower than the past year. 

The two biggest drops occurred with nutria (down 20,833 in pelt num-
bers and 43 cents in pelt prices from last year) and raccoon (down 6,657 in 
pelt numbers and $2.65 in pelt prices from last year). 

Average gross farm value of individual pelts, regardless of species, was 
$3.36 in Louisiana. Nutria accounted for the greatest number of furs taken 
(40 percent), with the remaining fur production coming from raccoon, 
muskrat, mink, opossum, river otter, red fox, grey fox, bobcat, beaver and 
coyote. Pelt prices varied from $0.50 for opossum to $13.20 for gray foxes. 
Excluding revenues from coastwide nutria control program , total value of 
furs sold by trappers, including value added, in Louisiana during the 2008-
2009 trapping season was $63,505.

Nutria removals in the state associated with the coastwide nutria con-
trol program accounted for 334,038 animals being taken. This was slightly 
higher than the 308,212 animals taken under the program during 2007-08. 
The incentive payment for nutria removal was $5 each. 

Nutria removed under the program, along with the gross dollar value of 
all other animals pelted, totaled $1.72 million in 2009. This figure is only 
slightly lower than the $1.75 million recorded the preceding year. Revenues 
generated for trappers from nutria under the coastwide nutria control pro-
gram almost offset revenue losses experienced with decline in fur numbers 
and prices for all other species during 2008-2009. 

Hunting Lease Enterprises
The value of recreational hunting in Louisiana is a function of the 

income derived from hunting lease enterprises. 
There were 6,765 producers or landowners who leased land in the state 

during the 2008-2009 hunting season. This consisted of 5,428 individuals 
who leased land for upland game hunting (primarily for deer and turkey) 
and 1,337 individuals who leased land for waterfowl hunting. Of the 8.1 
million acres leased for hunting in Louisiana, 6.4 million was for upland 
game and 1.7 million was for waterfowl. 

Total gross farm value for hunting leases was $89.8 million, with $48.9 
million for upland game and $40.9 million for waterfowl. During the 2008-
2009 hunting season, average lease rates were $7.67 per acre for upland 

F
i
s

h
e

r
i
e

s
 &

 W
i
l

d
l

i
fe


 E

n
t

e
r

p
r

i
s

e
s



14

game and $23.65 per acre for waterfowl. Waterfowl leases averaged $15 
per acre in coastal Louisiana areas and $50 per acre in other areas of the 
state. For upland game, leasing rates varied greatly throughout the state, 
ranging from $1 per acre to $30 per acre. 

As with most things related to real estate, location (to the best hunt-
ing) was the most important factor in determining lease rates. In addition 
to location, habitat quality and species involved determined the lease rate. 
Given the finite nature of lease locations, as demand for good hunting loca-
tions to lease increases, so does the price or lease rate. Total value of hunt-
ing leases, including value-added components, was $94.3 million during 
the 2008-09 hunting season.

Honey
Honey production, 1.7 million pounds collected in 2009, was down 25 

percent from 2008 levels of 2.3 million pounds. Early rains and a warm 
spring were conducive to honey production in some areas, but areas of the 
state that were dry or had excessive rains, especially in the fall, had little or 
no honey production. Honey prices continued their increase over 2007 val-
ues; ranging from $1.20 to $1.50 per pound, with average price per pound 
of honey being $1.28 for 2009.

Commercial beekeepers and many hobby beekeepers have developed 
a large local and state clientele who are purchasing local and state honey 
compared with the commercially blended and pasteurized honeys. This has 
greatly improved the sales of state honey and increased the value of Loui-
siana honey. Some hobby beekeepers still have problems with wax moths, 
and they all are looking for management strategies to deal with small hive 
beetles. Beekeepers still have some problems with Varroa mites in the 
hives, but better management and the new genetic Russian lines of queens 
continue to help control this problem.

There remains concern for the Colony Collapse Disorder, but Louisiana 
has not experienced any consequences from this problem that has devastat-
ed many of the migratory beekeepers around the country. Colony Collapse 
Disorder is a stress-related problem that magnifies other situations in the 
hives, and this information is being used to develop approaches to solving 
this problem.

The wild populations of honeybees are back, and more and more 
beekeepers are assisting with collecting swarms and removing bees from 
structures. The pollination services provided by beekeepers and wild popu-
lations are valued by some at over $400 million nationwide. 

African honeybees have been confirmed in eight parishes but have 
been only a minor problem. Assistance from beekeepers and the Louisiana 
Department of Agriculture and Forestry have helped to reduce the negative 
impact of African honeybees in Louisiana.

Gross farm value of honey in Louisiana was $2.2 million in 2009. 
Value added from cleaning, processing and packaging honey was $200,000 
million, making the total value of production $2.4 million in 2009.
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Plant Enterprises
The total value of all plant enterprises was $2.973 billion in 
2009, a decline of nearly 8 percent from $3.225 billion in 2008. 
Value added was $2.468 billion for all plant commodities. Total 
value of all crop enterprises to the Louisiana economy was 
$5.442 billion in 2009, down 17 percent from $6.627 billion in 
2008. 

Cotton
Land harvested for cotton (225,027 acres) in Louisiana in 2009 was 28 

percent lower than the area harvested in 2008. This was one of the lowest 
levels of harvested cotton acreage on record in the state. 

Cotton lint yield on irrigated land was 770 pounds per acre compared 
to 595 pounds per acre in 2008; and on nonirrigated land, lint production 
was 693 pounds per acre compared to 483 pounds per acre in 2008. The 
number of producers in 2009 was 510, down from 596 producers in 2008. 
Total lint production in 2009 was 338,252 bales, up from 316,626 bales 
harvested in 2008 but still only about half of the cotton production in 2007 
(634,552 bales). In 2009, there were 83,083 acres of irrigated cotton and 
141,944 acres of nonirrigated cotton. 

Average value of cotton lint sales was $423 per acre, which means a 
gross farm value of $95.3 million for lint. Sales of cotton seed contributed 
an additional $102 per acre, adding a total of $23.1 million for cottonseed. 
Both lint and seed sales were down in 2009 due to the weather-related 
decreases in cotton yield at harvest time. 

In addition to excessive rain in cotton country in the fall that signifi-
cantly decreased yield and harvested acres, the reduced farm value of cot-
ton in 2008 also caused fewer planted acres in for 2009. Farmers continued 
to shift cropping systems to corn and soybeans in response to stronger 
prices for those commodities compared to cotton. Additional economic 
forces affecting planting intentions were the higher production costs due to 
energy and fertilizer price increases.

Gross farm value for both lint and seed was $118.3 million in 2009 for 
cotton production, down slightly from $122 million in 2008. Value added 
from ginning and processing was $11.8 million, so the total value of the 
cotton sector was estimated to be $130.2 million in 2009.

Feed Grains
In 2009, there were 706,171 acres of feed grains harvested in Louisi-

ana, up slightly from 704,913 acres in 2008. There were 620,331 acres of 
corn harvested in 2009, nearly identical to the past year at 619,073 acres of 
corn harvested and the largest acreage of all feed grains. Grain sorghum, 
with 82,189 acres, was second. There also were 3,651 acres of oats har-
vested in 2009. 

Areas planted and harvested in feed grains continued to remain rela-
tively high, by historic standards, primarily due to strong grain prices at 
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planting time. Early season drought conditions followed by excessive rain 
during harvest appeared to have minimal effect on yields – but those condi-
tions may have affected quality of the grain. Reports from the field indicate 
producers in some parts of the state may be penalized on price for quality 
issues at delivery. 

Gross farm value of all feed grains in Louisiana was $316 million, a 
decrease from 2008’s sales of $390.8 million. Value added in 2009 was 
$47.4 million, so the total value of feed grain production to the state’s 
economy was estimated to be $363.4 million in 2009.

Corn
Corn was grown on 1,421 farms in 2009, down slightly from 1,441 

farms in 2008. The statewide average yield was 122 bushels per acre in 
2009, down from the past year’s 139 bushels per acre. 

Planting conditions in the spring were dry in 2009. But northern and 
central Louisiana experienced heavy rainfall in the fall and that adversely 
affected harvest operations, although not necessarily yields. Quality losses 
resulted from the delayed harvest, however, and the normal weed, disease 
and insect problems also were experienced during the growing season.

Gross value of corn production in 2009 was $284 million, down from 
$334.8 million in 2008.

Grain sorghum
Grain sorghum production was lower for 2009 compared to 2008. Sor-

ghum was produced on 245 farms where it was grown on 82,189 acres with 
an average yield of 68 hundredweight per acre in 2009. 

Although average yields were higher in 2009, overall production was 
lower than 2008 levels, due primarily to fewer acres being planted and 
harvested. Excessive rains prior to harvest marred the growing season for 
many producers. Some acres were left unharvested because of extensive 
water damage and flooding and generally poor field conditions. 

Gross farm value of sorghum production was $31.4 million, down con-
siderably from $54.9 million in 2008.

Oats
Oat production decreased to 3,651 acres in 2009, down somewhat from 

4,334 acres harvested in 2008. Oat yields in 2009 were 76 bushels per 
acres, down from 85 bushels per acre in 2008. Gross farm value of oat pro-
duction was $600,000 in 2009 – half of the $1.2 million recorded for 2008.

Forestry
The projected Louisiana gross farm value of forest products decreased 

significantly for the period from Nov. 1, 2008, through Oct. 31, 2009, 
which constitutes the period reported here for 2009. This marks three 
consecutive years of significant reductions in the forest products sector 
of Louisiana’s economy and coincides with the sharp contraction in the 
national economy that began toward the end of 2007. 

The 2009 total sawlog harvest decreased by 221 million board feet (26 
percent) to a cut of 749.9 million board feet. This represents a 42 percent 
decline in total sawlog harvest from 2007 to 2009. The pine sawtimber 
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harvest decreased by 28 percent from the previous year to a total statewide 
harvest of 629.9 million board feet in 2009. The hardwood sawtimber har-
vest fell to 120.1 million board feet in 2009, nearly 14 percent lower than 
2008 production. Pine chip-n-saw harvested in 2009 totaled 683,000 cords, 
a decrease of nearly 15 percent from 2008 levels. 

The 2009 Louisiana pulpwood harvest was 5.4 million cords, down 
760,000 cords (13 percent) from the 2008 harvest. Pine pulpwood harvest 
decreased 13 percent, from 4.9 million cords in 2008 to 4.3 million cords 
in 2009. Hardwood pulpwood harvest decreased by 153,000 cords (13 per-
cent), from 1.2 million cords in 2008 to 1.07 cords in 2009. 

Stumpage prices for 2009 mostly declined from 2008 levels. Pine 
sawtimber stumpage prices were 11 percent lower in 2009, averaging about 
$237 per mbf statewide for the year. This represents a 30 percent decline in 
prices within 24 months. Oak sawtimber stumpage prices were 4 percent 
higher on average around the state in 2009 at approximately $240 per mbf 
for the reporting period (a slightly higher average price than pine sawtim-
ber). 

Statewide average pine pulpwood prices decreased 18 percent from 
2008 levels – although they had increased 32 percent from 2007 to 2008. 
Hardwood pulpwood prices were 4 percent lower on average after gaining 
25 percent the previous year. The average pine pulpwood price for the year 
in Louisiana was almost $24 per cord, and the average hardwood pulpwood 
price for the year was above $26 per cord. Chip-n-saw prices decreased 8 
percent this year to a statewide average of approximately $42 per cord.

In 2009, Louisiana’s private forest landowners received an estimated 
$338.9 million from the sale of forest timber, down 31 percent from 2008 
and down 44 percent since 2007. Timber harvesting contractors and their 
employees earned $381.4 million from harvesting the trees and moving 
wood to mills. This total was down 22 percent from 2008 levels. This in-
come is recirculated many times throughout the economy, which positively 
affects local communities. 

Christmas tree growers received $1.01 million from the sale of trees, 
down 6.4 percent from the previous year. Louisiana-produced pine straw 
sold for $41,780 in 2009. In addition, Louisiana’s private sector forest tree 
seedling nurseries produced a crop worth $70,000 in 2009. 

The payroll and income derived from money generated by the forestry 
and wood products industry totaled an estimated $2.47 billion in 2009, a 
decrease of almost 28 percent from 2008 totals. This total is more than $1.2 
billion lower than it was in 2007, a reduction of 34 percent in two years. 
The gross farm income produced by all forestry-related products, such 
as timber, pine straw and Christmas trees totaled $721.4 million in 2009, 
down 28 percent from the $952 million generated in 2008. The value added 
through further processing and delivery was $1.7 billion, so the total value 
of the forestry industry in Louisiana was estimated to be nearly $2.5 billion 
in 2009.

Fruit Crops
Louisiana’s commercial fruit production is diverse, ranging from ber-

ries, citrus and peaches to muscadine grapes and mayhaws, among others. 
Gross farm value of all commercial fruit crops in Louisiana in 2009 was 
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$69.2 million. Value added contributed $8.3 million to the total  $77.5 mil-
lion value of fruit production in 2009.

Blackberries
Gross farm value of blackberries increased in 2009 and was $370,000, 

up slightly from $300,000 in 2008. Stronger prices in 2008 encouraged 
more entry into blackberry production and resulted in more producers 
(121) and blackberry acres in production (78) in 2009. Although average 
production was down slightly, from 2,412 pints per acre of blackberries 
during 2008 to 2,335 pints in 2009, overall production was up in 2009 to 
nearly 183,000 pints.

Blueberries
Blueberries were grown by 123 producers on 297 acres. The primary 

blueberry growing areas are Desoto and Washington parishes with 167 
acres in total. Most producers in other parishes grow less than 1 are of ber-
ries and sell fresh fruit to local clientele. Gross farm value of blueberries in 
2009 was $1.6 million, down slightly from 2008.

Citrus 
The Louisiana citrus industry involves 411 growers in 18 parishes who 

grew 418 acres of navels, 375 acres of satsumas and 48 acres of other types 
of citrus during 2009. 

Plaquemines Parish is the leading producer of citrus in Louisiana with 
525 acres of citrus that had gross farm sales of $5.6 million in 2009. La-
fourche produced 97 acres of citrus with sales of $1.1 million in 2009. 

Although some is sold through traditional marketing channels, the ma-
jority of Louisiana citrus is sold by direct marketing at roadside stands and 
farmers markets. Peddlers buy citrus on the farms and resell it across the 
state. Growers also deliver citrus to grocery store warehouses, individual 
grocery stores and fruit stands.

Satsumas were grown by 242 producers on 375 acres in 2009. To-
tal satsuma production was 183,378 bushels and it sold for $4.6 million 
in 2009. Navel oranges were grown by 179 producers on 418 acres with 
166,803 bushels being produced in 2009. Gross farm value of navel orange 
sales was $4.2 million. Gross farm value of all citrus production was $9 
million in 2009.

Mayhaws
The gross farm value for mayhaws was $140,000 in 2009. Orchard 

mayhaw trees produced nearly 127,000 pounds on 141 acres. Some of 
the orchard mayhaw acreage with older trees is starting to produce yields 
above 2,000 pounds per acre, although damage from fire blight also re-
duced yield on some other trees by more than 50 percent. The registration 
of streptomycin for use on mayhaws should reduce the fire blight problem. 
Native mayhaw harvest was light in 2009 with 443 acres producing 17,000 
pounds. 

Miscellaneous Fruit
Many miscellaneous fruits were planted as either small commercial 

plantings or as backyard plantings. These crops include figs, grapes, pears, 
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plums, apples and persimmons. These fruits were planted on approximately 
700 acres and had an estimated gross farm value of $200,000.

Muscadines
Reports about muscadine production were divided into fresh fruit pro-

duction and commercial production. 
Muscadines currently are grown for fresh fruit on 53 acres by 35 grow-

ers. Fruit was usually sold at $5 to $12 per gallon with an average of $10. 
The lower prices generally were used at U-Pick operations. 

Production for juice and wine was considered commercial muscadine 
production. Growing muscadines for wine production is concentrated in 
East Feliciana Parish. A late freeze killed most of the fruiting bud on vines 
in the parish, which caused a 62 percent decline in production.

Louisiana produced 36 tons of commercial muscadines on 18 acres 
in 2008. The total gross farm value of muscadines in 2009 was nearly 
$400,000.

Peaches
Gross farm value of peaches in 2009 was $5.1 million. Peaches cur-

rently are grown on 342 acres by approximately 40 commercial producers. 
Chill hours for most varieties were adequate for fruit set in 2009. A late 
freeze caused minor damage to some varieties, however.

Strawberries 
The Louisiana strawberry industry involves 89 growers who produced 

strawberries with a gross farm value of $17.4 million on 397 in 2009. 
Strawberries continue to be the leading fruit crop in the state. Tangipahoa 
Parish is the leading strawberry-producing parish in the state with 300 
acres and $13.8 million in sales in 2009.

The majority of the Louisiana strawberries are sold by peddlers. Grow-
ers also deliver berries to grocery store warehouses, individual grocery 
stores and fruit stands. The remaining portion of the crop is sold at farmers 
markets and roadside stands.

Louisiana strawberries now are available as early as November, 
December and January. This is due to the use of the variety Strawberry 
Festival, plug plants from nurseries in Quebec, Canada, row covers and 
wire hoops. These early berries bring a premium price and play a large part 
in the high returns for the crop.

Commercial Greenhouse Vegetables 
In 2009, 16 Louisiana parishes had farms commercially growing green-

house vegetables in 3.25 acres of greenhouse space. That was essentially 
unchanged from 2008. 

All production was devoted to tomatoes in 2009, and all of it was sold 
on the fresh market, much of it direct-retail at local markets. Energy costs 
had become a major cost of production in the winter of 2008 and continued 
to affect production decisions in 2009, though to a lesser extent as energy 
costs declined. 
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Estimated gross farm value of Louisiana greenhouse vegetables was 
nearly $1.3 million in 2009. Total value of greenhouse produce, including 
value added, was $1.4 million.

Hay Sold
Hay production for commercial sales historically has been a limited 

part of the total hay production in Louisiana, and 2009 was no exception. 
Nevertheless, hay produced from 100 acres of alfalfa and 326,710 acres of 
grasslands was sold by 3,440 producers in 2009. 

Yields averaged 3 tons per acre from the grasslands harvested for sale 
and 5 tons per acre from the alfalfa harvested for sale. Production included 
1.1 million tons of grass hay and 500 tons of alfalfa hay. 

Compared to values reported in 2008, the acreage of grasslands used 
for commercial hay production remained relatively unchanged, as did 
yields. As a result, the total production of the 2009 hay crop for sale was 
similar in size to that of the 2008 crop. Excellent weather conditions per-
sisted throughout much of the state during the spring and summer months, 
and conditions in the fall also were favorable for hay production. 

Gross farm value for all hay sales was $117.7 million, which was 
significantly higher than the 2008 crop that was valued at $96.9 million. 
Many Louisiana hay producers realized good prices when they were able to 
sell their hay into drought-stricken areas such as Texas. Total value of hay 
production, including value added, was $130.6 million in 2009.

In addition, hay for all noncommercial purposes was grown on 380,000 
acres. With an average yield of 2.8 tons per acre, total production was 1.1 
million tons. This production in 2009 was about 24 percent lower than that 
reported in 2008. The number of acres devoted to hay production decreased 
by 60,000 acres from 2008 to 2009.

Home Vegetable Gardens
The 2009 gross farm value of home vegetable gardens in Louisiana was 

estimated to be $178.7 million. Parish reports indicated there were nearly 
349,000 home gardens statewide, suggesting interest in vegetable garden-
ing was up slightly from 2008. The economic conditions of the state and 
nation may have contributed to the slight increase in home garden numbers. 

A survey of Louisiana home gardeners in 2008 showed the average 
age of gardeners was 62 years with a median age of 67 years. The median 
Louisiana garden size was 800 square feet, and calculations show it would 
generate produce valued at $512 per garden. This value was used to calcu-
late the gross farm value of home gardens in Louisiana in 2009.

Vegetable gardening is not only a hobby but a way of extending the 
family food budget and freeing up some limited funds for other purchases. 
In these trying economic times, this is more important than ever. As one 
might expect, the largest concentrations of home gardens were found in the 
urban areas of Caddo, Calcasieu, East Baton Rouge, Jefferson, Lafayette 
and Ouachita parishes.
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Nursery Crops 
Commercial nursery crop production in Louisiana had a gross farm 

value of $82.2 million in 2009. This was 27 percent lower than 2008 pro-
duction. 

Wholesale production was $1.75 million for the 59 growers of fruit 
and nut tree nursery stock. Foliage plants, grown by 81 producers, had 
$2.9 million in farmgate value in Louisiana in 2009. The largest segment 
of nursery industry continues to be woody ornamentals (trees and shrubs). 
The 449 growers produced woody ornamentals valued at $66.7 million in 
2009 at the wholesale level. Bedding plant and floriculture crop produc-
tion was down in 2009 – with a farmgate value of $10.9 million. Includ-
ing value added of $41.9 million, the total value of the Louisiana nursery 
industry at wholesale level was $124.2 million in 2009.

Other Oilseeds
During 2009, 50 acres of sunflowers were harvested and sold for com-

mercial processing. Valued at $1.1 million, this was down substantially 
from $2.7 million in 2009. Total value of other oilseed production, includ-
ing value added, was $1.1 million in 2009.

Pecans
The state’s pecan crop estimates during the summer ranged from 9 mil-

lion to 12 million pounds, which is just below the 10-year average (1999-
2008) of 12.6 million pounds. 

Scab pressure was heavy early in the season, but it was manageable if 
a good spray program was maintained. Insect pressure was sporadic, and 
there were no significant losses attributed to a specific insect statewide. 
Rainfall was inconsistent during the season, with above normal amounts 
occurring in May, July, September and October. Rainfall was below normal 
in June and August. Excessive rainfall in October and November hampered 
harvesting efforts and resulted in a significant decrease in nut quality. Crop 
losses due to kernel rot exceeded 25 percent in many parishes in the state. 

Southern Louisiana producers, especially those in Pointe Coupee Par-
ish, were still recovering from major structural damage to the trees by hur-
ricanes Gustav and Ike in 2008. It will probably take several more years for 
production to return to normal levels in the most heavily damaged parishes.

Louisiana harvested 7.8 million pounds of pecans in 2009, well below 
the state average but 2.7 million pounds better than the 2008 crop. The crop 
was composed of 4 million pounds of improved pecans and 3.8 million 
pounds of native pecans. 

Wholesale prices in Louisiana for natives averaged 75 cents per pound, 
while improved pecans averaged $1.40 per pound. There was considerable 
variability in prices due to quality, location, time of sale and quantity of 
pecans sold. 

The gross farm value for native pecans was $2.9 million, while im-
proved pecans realized $5.6 million in sales – for a combined gross farm 
value of $8.4 million in 2009. This is $3.6 million above the 2008 value but 
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almost $3 million below the 2007 crop. With value added included, total 
value of pecan production in the state was $10.5 million in 2009, twice the 
value in 2008. 

Rice
Rice acreage in Louisiana remained essentially the same – increas-

ing very slightly from 458,204 acres in 2008 to 464,053 acres in 2009. A 
surprising surge in rice prices for medium-grain rice at planting caused the 
most dramatic increase in medium-grain rice production in several years.

The crop appeared to be on track to produce record yields of 6,498 
pounds per acre harvested. Rain during the harvest season, especially in 
northeast Louisiana, and a slow second crop in south Louisiana prevented a 
new record. About 16 percent of the acreage was planted to hybrid varieties 
and 62 percent to Clearfield varieties. Although the percentage of hybrid 
acreage has remained fairly steady, Clearfield acreage has increased.

The Louisiana rice crop was harvested by 1,095 producers. The gross 
farm value was $399 million, down slightly from the year before. Value 
added brought the total value of rice production to $518.6 million.

Increased interest in rice in northeast Louisiana and the firm price 
outlook seen early in 2009 may result in a slight increase in rice acreage 
statewide in 2010. 

Sod and Turfgrass Production
In 2009, 27 sod farms cultivated 5,204 acres of fine turf grasses. Sod 

acreage reported was up by 17 percent from 4,448 in 2008. 
Louisiana sod farms were not located in storm-flooded areas because 

sod fields must drain well and have lighter soils. About 60 percent of the 
turf sod acreage in Louisiana is centipede grass and about one-third St. 
Augustine grass. The remaining acreage is divided among, Bermuda grass 
and zoysia. 

With most new construction and rebuilding due to the hurricanes wind-
ing down and the housing markets continuing to soften due to subprime 
housing issues and general recession in the local and national economies, 
demand for sod decreased. On the other hand, shipping costs declined from 
high levels in 2008 when record fuel and energy prices were a dominant 
factor in the industry. Nonetheless, local sod remained more cost-competi-
tive, since shipping costs always have been a major component of consum-
er sod cost. Given these conditions, and continued decline in the housing 
market, prospects for 2010 do not look as bright as they have been in the 
sod and turfgrass sector. 

Gross farm value of sales was estimated to be $26 million in 2009. 
Value added for turfgrass production was $19.5 million, so the total value 
of sod and turfgrass production in Louisiana in 2009 was $45.5 million.

Soybeans
Soybeans were harvested from 1 million acres by 2,309 producers in 

2009, and the statewide average yield was 34 bushels per acre. Yields im-
proved over 2008, and total output of 33.8 million bushels was one of the 
highest on record in Louisiana. 
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Producers statewide faced the usual weed, disease and insect problems, 
but a relatively new pest, the red banded stink bug, has become a major 
insect pest of soybeans in Louisiana. Asian soybean rust continues to be a 
threat in Louisiana, although its presence so far has not resulted in major 
yield losses. Reports of Asian soybean rust surviving on kudzu during tem-
peratures in the teens does not bode well for any hope of eradicating this 
invasive species from Louisiana. 

Gross farm value of soybeans in Louisiana was $335.6 million in 2009, 
a 9 percent increase over last year’s sales of $308.8 million. Value added to 
soybean production was $33.6 million, so the total value of soybean pro-
duction in 2009 was $369.2 million, 9 percent greater than 2008.

Sugarcane
In 2009, sugarcane was grown on 417,869 acres (an increase of 16,434 

acres or 4 percent above the 2008 crop) by 495 producers (a decrease of 
31 producers or 6 percent) in 22 Louisiana parishes. An estimated 390,708 
acres (an increase of 15,366 acres or 4 percent) were available for harvest 
for sugar, assuming 6.5 percent of the total acres were used for seed cane 
purposes. 

The 11 operating factories in the state processed nearly 14 million tons 
of cane (an increase of 1.7 million tons or 14 percent greater than 2008 
levels). There was a decrease in processors with the closing of one factory 
that operated in 2008 – the St. James facility operated by Louisiana Green 
Fuels. Further, the Lacassine syrup factory, also operated by Louisiana 
Green Fuels, did not operate in 2009. In total, the 11 factories produced 
1.48 million short tons of sugar (96 pol), which was an increase of 100,000 
tons or 8 percent. 

Accordingly, the average yield of cane produced per total acre was 33.4 
tons (an increase of 2.9 tons or almost 10 percent). The average yield of 
cane produced from each harvested acre amounted to 35.8 tons (an increase 
of 3.1 tons or 10 percent). The average sugar recovery at the 11 factories 
was 10 percent or 204 pounds of sugar (96 pol) per ton of cane; this was a 
decrease of 20 pounds of sugar per ton of cane or a decrease of 9 percent 
when compared to the 2008 crop. The yield of commercially recover-
able sugar produced per total acre averaged 6,814 pounds (a decrease of 
18 pounds or less than 1 percent). The yield of commercially recoverable 
sugar produced per harvested acre was approximately 7,303 pounds (a 
decrease of 22 pounds or less than 1 percent).

The gross farm value of the 2009 sugarcane crop was $447 million for 
sugar and molasses (an increase of $89.4 million or 25 percent greater than 
the 2008 crop). The gross farm value reported above represents 60 percent 
of the value of the sugar and molasses produced, with the remaining 40 
percent for processing and marketing, which amounted to $305.1 million. 
Therefore, the total value of the sugarcane crop to Louisiana producers, 
processors and landlords at the first processing level actually was $752 
million, an increase of $150.3 million or 25 percent when compared to the 
2008 crop. Sugarcane still ranks first in value among the state’s row crops. 

Although the overall yield of sugar per acre was affected by the wet 
harvest, the lower-than-expected yield of recoverable sugar per ton of cane 
was partially offset by the tremendous increase in the yield of cane per 
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acre. The 35.8 ton cane yield was the second best in the state’s history, and 
the yield of sugar per acre was third best. Further, the total tons processed 
and the total amount of sugar produced were both fifth best in the state’s 
history even though the total number of acres harvested in those years 
mostly was more than harvested in 2009. 

There has been a gradual trend each year since 2000 toward fewer 
acres planted to sugarcane in Louisiana, although the overall acreage has 
been fairly stable for the past three years. (In 2000, there were approxi-
mately 496,000 acres, compared to less than 418,000 acres in 2009.) The 
acreage figures reported by USDA-FSA were slightly higher in 2009 as 
compared to 2008 because of a new GPS mapping system. Notwithstand-
ing, the fewer acres reported in recent years can be attributed to urban 
encroachment and a switch to other crops, especially grain in the northern 
region of the sugarcane belt due to relatively higher commodity prices for 
grain. With increased sugar prices, however, there is the possibility some 
of these acres lost to grain crops might return to producing cane. Only time 
will tell.

The 2009 sugarcane variety census showed Louisiana producers con-
tinued to switch to the newer varieties, namely HoCP 96-540 (50 percent 
of the planted area), L 97-128 (17 percent), L 99-226 (11 percent) and L 
99-233 (6 percent), while dramatically decreasing the area planted to LCP 
85-384 (91 percent in 2004 to only 6 percent in 2009). For the most part, 
producers were very satisfied with the performance of the newer varieties, 
especially HoCP 96-540, L 97-128 and HoCP 00-950. 

Although it was expected that cane tonnage would be disappointing in 
2009 because of the late planting of the crop in 2008 and the early summer 
drought, in reality average cane tonnage exceeded all expectations. The 
35.8 ton average yield per harvested acre was second only to the 37 ton 
average yield obtained in 1999. Undoubtedly, the dry harvest conditions of 
2008 and the warmer-than-average winter helped to establish good stubble 
cane stands in the spring of 2009.

Weather records showed that the average temperatures across the sug-
arcane belt were average to above average for every month of the year, with 
the exceptions of November and December (Louisiana Office of State Cli-
matology). On the other hand, rainfall was below average for seven months 
and above average for five months. Rainfall during the period from October 
through December, when most of the crop is harvested, was more than 10 
inches above normal, which made for a very difficult harvest. 

Sugar yield at the beginning of the harvest was considerably lower than 
expected due to the excessive rainfall, which increased extraneous matter, 
including field soil (mud), in the harvested sugarcane. For every 1 percent 
increase in extraneous matter, there is a corresponding loss of 3 pounds 
of sugar per ton of cane. The situation only worsened in December when 
rainfall amounts throughout the sugarcane belt exceeded record levels. It 
was reported that one factory had to cease milling operations because of 
more than a foot of water inside the mill caused by more than 10 inches of 
rainfall during a six-hour period. 

Although rainfall primarily was deficient from January through July, 
the cane responded to late summer and early fall rains to produce one of 
the best crops on record, with respect to tonnage. For the most part, there 
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was above-normal rainfall during the harvest season, which reduced the 
overall quality of harvested cane. 

With the above-normal rainfall in October and the heavier-than-expect-
ed cane tonnage, the cane in many fields was lodged (recumbent). The late 
growth and lodged conditions led to later maturity and lower sucrose con-
tent at the start of the harvest, although the maturity of the crop improved 
during the harvest. 

The use of the chemical ripener glyphosate was undoubtedly reduced 
because of the lodged conditions of the crop. It was reported by the fac-
tories, however, that cane treated with ripener was superior in yield of re-
coverable sugar per ton of cane than cane not treated with ripener. In many 
cases, producers who treated cane with ripener on clay (heavy) soils had to 
delay the harvest in those areas until later in the crop when drier conditions 
prevailed. The only window of drier weather generally occurred from early 
to mid-November. 

Most of the 11 factories processed record cane tonnages during the 
2009 harvest, which meant that all factories operated into January 2010. 
From Jan. 5 through Jan. 14, most weather stations in south Louisiana re-
ported night temperatures below freezing, and from Jan. 9 through Jan. 12, 
the low temperatures recorded were 20 degrees Fahrenheit or below at sev-
eral reporting stations (Louisiana Office of State Climatology). Fortunately, 
most of the cane had been harvested by Jan. 12. It was noted that freeze 
cracks occurred in most cane remaining in the field during this period, 
which normally would mean significant deterioration in cane quality would 
have occurred within one week following such a freeze. 

Because of the high cost of fertilizer, in general, many producers used 
less nitrogen in 2009 than was used in past years – although recommenda-
tions have stressed maximum yields of sugar per ton of cane and per acre 
could be achieved with lower rates of nitrogen. Undoubtedly, the lower 
rates of nitrogen helped to improve the maturity of the crop, even though 
cane continued to grow into October, and ultimately increased the yield 
of recoverable sugar per ton of cane later in the harvest. Producers also 
continued to apply less phosphorus and potassium in 2009 due to the high 
costs. Research data have shown that little or no response in yield of cane 
or sugar per acre could be expected when these nutrients were applied 
even if soil tests indicated there was an insufficient level of either of these 
nutrients in the soil. 

Although the pricing period is not completed for the 2009 crop, sugar 
prices have risen sharply in recent months, with the average predicted value 
for raw sugar at $23.10 per cwt (hundredweight), an increase of $2.90 per 
cwt or 14 percent more than the 2008 price. Molasses prices have remained 
high and should average about $120 per short ton at 79.5 Brix or 70.18 
cents per gallon, an increase of 2.3 cents per gallon or 4 percent relative to 
2008 levels).

Sweet Potatoes
Louisiana sweet potato producers harvested a below-average crop in 

2009. The approximately 14,000 acres planted were similar to the level 
planted in 2008, but harvested acreage for 2009 was just over 13,000. 
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The potential total production in 2009 was drastically reduced due to 
weather-related disasters (excessive rainfall during harvest). Total produc-
tion in 2009 was estimated at 3.2 million bushels, up slightly from the 
previous year. The average FOB price received for the 2009 crop was $16 
to $17.50 for a 40 pound box (about $40 per cwt). Processors paid an aver-
age of $8 to $12 per cwt. 

Total gross farm value for sweet potatoes in 2009 is estimated at $48.9 
million. This is substantially lower than the crop in 2007, which exceeded 
$65 million in gross farm value during a year devoid of weather-related 
crop issues. Total value of sweet potato production, including value added, 
was $84.6 million in 2009.

The production year started off on a positive note. Soil moisture and 
temperatures were ideal for planting from May through mid-June, so the 
majority of the crop was planted under good conditions. Producers in 
south Louisiana experienced unusually dry conditions in late June and July 
across the state. Predictions for crop potential were optimistic in early Au-
gust but soon changed when production areas were inundated with rainfall 
in September and October and subsequent prolonged saturated conditions 
resulted in significant crop losses across the state.

Acreage in 2009 was similar to that of 2008. Even more similar to 
2008, when hurricanes Gustav and Ike decimated the crop, yield and qual-
ity of the crop were drastically reduced in 2009, as well. The average yield 
of the crop was reduced approximately 50 percent in 2008 and 2009 com-
pared to 2007. In addition to yield losses in the field, quality losses associ-
ated with breakdown of roots and water-damaged roots in storage resulted 
in reduced pack-out percentages. Due to a reduced supply of cured roots 
at Thanksgiving, the initial movement of the crop was weak compared to 
previous years. The price received late in the year for the 2009 crop was 
similar to the 2008 market value, and the stored crop supply is expected to 
last through the Easter shipment. 

Sweet potato acreage in Louisiana is expected to remain at current 
levels for the immediate future but is expected to increase in future years 
as new value-added marketing opportunities develop. The demand for 
sweet potatoes is increasing in domestic and foreign markets. Long-term 
expectations are for Louisiana producers to increase their acreage to satisfy 
the increasing demands of more health-conscious consumers and to take 
advantage of niche markets to increase profitability. 

Vegetables, Commercial 
The Louisiana vegetable industry involves 3,600 growers who produce 

43 different vegetables crops on 9,150 acres. Those post a gross farm value 
of $50 million. 

The majority of the vegetable crops grown in Louisiana are sold by 
direct marketing at farmers markets and roadside stands. Direct marketing 
offers the producers a retail price, but it comes with some price and mar-
keting risk. The development of farmers markets has greatly enhanced the 
marketing and value of vegetable crops in the state.

The remaining portions of the vegetable crops are delivered to grocery 
store warehouses, individual grocery stores and fruit and vegetable stands. 
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Most of the watermelons grown in the state are sold to peddlers; only a 
small percentage is sold to the wholesale markets.

Tomatoes (600 acres) at $14.3 million and watermelons (2,500 acres) 
at $6.9 million were the two leading vegetable crops in the state. Southern 
peas (2,100 acres) with $5.3 million in sales, peppers (190 acres) with $3.8 
million in sales and cabbage (240 acres) at $3.5 million in gross farm value 
rounded out the top five vegetable crops.

Tangipahoa Parish is the leading vegetable parish in the state with a 
gross farm value of $10.6 million. The leading crops in Tangipahoa are 
tomatoes, peppers, cabbage and cucumbers. Plaquemines Parish, with a lot 
of tomato production, is the second leading parish in vegetable production 
with gross farm value of $5 million. Union ($3.4 million in sales), Caddo 
($3.3 million in sales) and Bienville ($3.2 million in sales) round out the 
top five parishes in terms of vegetable sales. Watermelons and southern 
peas are major crops in these parishes.

Gross farm value of all commercial vegetable sales in the state was $50 
million in 2009. Total value of commercial vegetables in Louisiana, includ-
ing value added, was $125.1 million in 2009, a 12 percent increase above 
2008 levels.

Wheat
Wheat was harvested from 185,542 acres by 540 producers in 2009 – 

just 50 percent of the 369,095 acres harvested in 2008. The lower price at 
planting for wheat in 2009, relative to corn, was the primary cause for this 
large decrease in wheat acreage. 

Yields for 2009 averaged 57 bushels per acre, which was similar to 
the average yield reported in 2008. Total production was nearly 10.6 mil-
lion bushels, which was significantly lower than the 21.6 million bushels 
harvested in 2008. The gross farm value of the 2009 crop was $52.5 million 
and was significantly lower (68 percent) than the 2008 crop, which was val-
ued at $187.4 million. This large decrease in gross farm value of the wheat 
crop was due to the unfavorable prices received and the decreased wheat 
acreage. Value added for wheat production was $5.8 million, which, when 
added to the gross farm value of $52.6 million, resulted in a total value of 
production for wheat of $58.3 million.
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2009 Progress Report

Animal Commodities
Commodity	  Gross Farm Value 	  Value Added 	  Total Value 
Cattle/Calves	 $329,220,851	 $36,214,294	 $365,435,145
Milk	 $47,166,215	 $66,457,197	 $113,623,413
Horses	 $521,961,000	 $57,415,710	 $579,376,710
Poultry	 $450,802,841	 $432,770,727	 $883,573,568
Rabbits	 $134,389	 $12,767	 $147,156
Ostrich/Ratite	 ––	 ––	 ––
Quail/Pheasant	 $72,296	 $3,615	 $75,911
Sheep	 $2,393,669	 $215,430	 $2,609,100
Goats	 $2,515,365	 $226,383	 $2,741,748
Swine	 $1,810,878	 $452,720	 $2,263,598
Exotic Animals	 $133,000	 $6,650	 $139,650
Total 	 $1,356,210,505	 $593,775,493	 $1,949,985,998

Fisheries and Wildlife Commodities
Commodity	  	 Gross Farm Value 	  Value Added 	  Total Value 
Aquaculture	 $193,161,529	 $125,554,994	 $318,716,523
Fisheries / Freshwater	 $13,205,609	 $11,224,767	 $24,430,376
Fisheries / Marine	 $226,074,713	 $214,770,977	 $440,845,690
Fur Animals	 $51,714	 $11,791	 $63,504
Alligators (wild)	 $1,322,250	 $661,125	 $1,983,375
Hunting Leases	 $89,835,828	 $4,491,791	 $94,327,619
Honey	 $2,213,563	 $221,356	 $2,434,919
Total 	 $525,865,205	 $356,936,802	 $882,802,008

Plant Commodities
Commodity	  Gross Farm Value 	  Value Added 	  Total Value 
Cotton	      $118,322,726 	   $11,832,273 	 $130,154,999 
Feed Grain Crops	 $315,993,351 	    $47,399,003	 $363,392,353 
Forestry	 $721,395,783 	 $1,749,384,774 	 $2,470,780,557 
Fruit Crops	 $69,223,936  	  $8,306,872 	 $77,530,808
Greenhouse Vegetables	 $1,262,986 	 $138,928 	 $1,401,914
Hay, Sold	 $117,650,685	 $12,941,575	 $130,592,260
Home Gardens	 $178,659,328 	 ––	 $178,659,328
Nursery Stock / Ornamentals	 $82,238,080	 $41,941,421	 $124,179,501
Other Oilseed	 $1,065,750	 $53,288	 $1,119,038
Peanuts	 $43,679	 $4,368	 $48,047
Pecans	 $8,437,466	 $2,024,992	 $10,462,458
Rice	 $398,959,673	 $119,687,902 	 $518,647,575
Sod Production	 $26,020,000 	 $19,515,000	 $45,535,000
Soybeans	 $335,610,784	 $33,561,078	 $369,171,863
Sugarcane	 $446,973,544 	 $305,059,444	 $752,032,988
Sweet Potatoes	 $48,881,638	 $35,683,596	 $84,565,234
Vegetables, Commercial	 $50,045,952	 $75,068,928  	 $125,114,880
Wheat	 $52,559,636	 $5,781,560	 $58,341,196
Total	 $2,973,344,997	 $2,468,385,001	 $5,441,729,997
			 
Total - All Commodities	  $4,855,420,708  	 $3,419,097,296  	   $8,274,518,002
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2009 Progress Report

Animal Commodities - 2005-2009
Year	 Gross Farm Income	 Value Added	 Total Value
2005  	 $1,573,432,090  	 $854,438,463  	 $2,427,870,553
2006	 $1,675,427,046	 $918,701,004	 $2,594,128,050
2007	 $1,844,192,697 	  $1,059,533,193 	  $2,903,725,890
2008	  $1,537,209,684 	  $779,254,410 	  $2,316,464,094 
2009 	 $1,356,210,505	 $593,775,493	 $1,949,985,998

Fisheries and Wildlife Commodities - 2005-2009
Year	 Gross Farm Income	 Value Added	 Total Value
2005  	 $455,973,625  	 $314,910,421  	 $770,884,046
2006	 $491,963,636	 $333,873,252	 $825,836,888
2007 	  $482,666,474 	  $337,347,612 	  $820,014,086
2008	  $561,600,483 	 $381,064,638 	  $942,665,121 
2009 	 $525,865,205	 $356,936,802	 $882,802,008

Plant Commodities - 2005-2009
Year	 Gross Farm Income	 Value Added	 Total Value 
2005  	 $2,656,362,469  	 $3,885,524,818  	 $6,541,887,286
2006	 $2,818,102,210	 $4,164,796,287	 $6,982,898,496
2007 	 $3,346,847,936 	  $3,830,073,006 	  $7,176,920,942
2008	  $3,227,546,891 	  $2,980,261,340 	  $6,207,808,231 
2009	 $2,973,344,997	 $2,468,385,001	 $5,441,729,997

Progress Measured in Dollars for 5 years
Animal, Fisheries, Wildlife and Plant Commodities

Year	 Gross Farm Income	 Value Added	 Total Value
2005  	 $4,685,768,183  	 $5,054,873,702  	 $9,740,641,884
2006	 $4,985,492,892	 $5,417,370,543	 $10,402,863,434
2007	 $5,673,707,108 	  $5,226,953,812 	  $10,900,660,918 
2008	   $5,326,357,058 	  $4,140,580,388 	  $9,466,937,446
2009	 $4,855,420,708  	 $3,419,097,296  	   $8,274,518,002 
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The gross farm value of the commodities reported in the parish tables was computed based 

upon estimated annual per-unit prices. The state average prices listed below were used for most parishes 

for most commodities.  However, a parish price was used if the parish price was significantly different 

from the state price.

PRICES OF COMMODITY PRODUCTS

PLANT ENTERPRISES COMMODITIES

2009 PriceCommodity Unit

COTTON

Lint - Irrigated lbs. $0.59 

Lint - Non-irrigated lbs. $0.59 

Seed - Irrigated lbs. $0.09 

Seed - Non-irrigated lbs. $0.09 

FORESTRY

Christmas Trees Tree $50.00 

Pine Straw Bales (40 lbs.) $2.00 

Forestry Seedlings seedlings (1,000) $35.00 

FRUITS

Blackberries pints $2.00 

Blueberries lbs. $2.00 

Citrus

Navels bu. $25.00 

Satsumas bu. $25.00 

Other Citrus bu. $20.00 

Figs lbs. $2.00 

Mayhaws

Native lbs. $1.00 

Orchard lbs. $1.00 

Muscadines

Fresh gals $10.00 

Commercial tons $300.00 

Peaches bu. $40.00 

Pears bu. $10.00 

Strawberries flats $20.00 

FEED GRAINS

Corn bu. $3.74 

Grain Sorghum cwt. $5.60 

Oats bu. $2.29 

GREENHOUSE VEGETABLES

Tomatoes lbs. $2.00 

HAY FOR SALE

Alfalfa tons $124.42 

Grass tons $105.21 

HOME GARDENS $512.00 

NURSERY CROPS

 334



PLANT ENTERPRISES COMMODITIES

2009 PriceCommodity Unit

NURSERY CROPS

Fruit and Nut Trees acre $8,000.00 

Floraculture & Bedding Plants acre $25,000.00 

Woody Ornamentals acre $10,000.00 

Foliage Plants acre $10,000.00 

OTHER OILSEED

Sunflowers (for oil) cwt. $17.76 

PEANUTS lbs. $0.24 

PECANS

Improved lbs. $1.40 

Native lbs. $0.75 

RICE cwt. $13.23 

SOD PRODUCTION acre $5,000.00 

SOYBEANS bu. $9.94 

SUGARCANE

Raw Sugar lbs. $0.14 

Molasses gal. $0.42 

SWEET POTATOES bu. (50 lbs.)

Canning $8.50 

Fresh $16.88 

VEGETABLES

Beets doz. bunches $7.00 

Broccoli (Fresh) cartons (20 lbs.) $20.00 

Cabbage

Fresh sacks (50 lbs.) $10.00 

Processing tons $150.00 

Cantaloupe cartons (40 lbs.) $20.00 

Carrots doz. bunches $7.00 

Cauliflower cartons (20 lbs.) $20.00 

Collards

Fresh doz. bunches $6.00 

Cucumber

Fresh bu. (50 lbs.) $10.00 

Eggplant bu. (33 lbs.) $20.00 

Garlic lbs. $5.00 

Irish Potatoes

Fresh cwt. $35.00 

Lima Beans

Fresh bu. (32 lbs.) $35.00 

Mirliton lbs. $3.00 

Mustard (Fresh) doz. bunches $7.00 

Okra (Fresh) bu. $30.00 

Onions bag (50 lbs.) $30.00 

Green Onions lbs. $2.00 
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VEGETABLES

Peppers

Banana bu. (25 lb.) $15.00 

Bell bu. (28 lb.) $20.00 

Cayenne (Processing) cwt. $25.00 

Chili - Anaheim (Fresh) bu. (25 lb.) $15.00 

Jalapeno

Tabasco Red (Processing) cwt. $70.00 

Pumpkin (Fresh) cwt. $25.00 

Pumpkin - Cushaw cwt. $25.00 

Radish doz. bunches $5.00 

Shallots doz. bunches $5.00 

Snap Beans (Fresh) bu. (30 lbs.) $30.00 

Southern Peas (Fresh) bu. (24 lbs.) $25.00 

Spinach (Fresh) bu. (25 lbs.) $25.00 

Squash (Fresh)

Yellow Squash bu. (45 lbs.) $25.00 

Zucchini Squash bu. (45 lbs.) $25.00 

Winter Squash bu. (45 lbs.) $15.00 

Squash (Processing)

Yellow Squash cwt. $5.00 

Sweet Corn (Fresh) doz. ears $5.00 

Tomatoes (Field) lugs (20 lbs.) $15.00 

Tomatoes (Green Mature) boxes (25 lbs.) $15.00 

Turnips (Fresh) doz. bunches $5.00 

Watermelon cwt. $15.00 

WHEAT bu. $4.98 

FISHERIES & WILDLIFE ENTERPRISES COMMODITIES
AQUACULTURE

Crawfish (Farm) lbs. $1.18 

Catfish  (Farm) lbs. $0.77 

Minnows lbs. $1.00 

Fish bait lbs $3.00 

Alligators (Farm) ft. $30.00 

Oysters sacks $22.41 

Turtles each $1.00 

Other Species lbs.

FRESHWATER FISHERIES

Crawfish (Wild) lbs. $0.60 

Freshwater Finfish lbs. $0.36 

MARINE FISHERIES

Shrimp lbs. $1.47 

Menhaden lbs. $0.07 

Crabs lbs. $0.77 
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FISHERIES & WILDLIFE ENTERPRISES COMMODITIES

2009 PriceCommodity Unit

MARINE FISHERIES

Commercial Finfish lbs. $1.72 

FUR ANIMALS pelts $5.00 

ALLIGATORS (WILD) ft. $25.00 

HUNTING LEASES

Waterfowl acre $23.65 

All Other Game acre $7.67 

HONEY lbs. $1.28 

ANIMAL ENTERPRISES COMMODITIES
CATTLE & CALVES

Steer Calves

300-400 lbs. cwt. $110.07 

400-500 lbs. cwt. $101.05 

500-600 lbs. cwt. $93.08 

600-700 lbs. cwt. $88.37 

Heifer Calves

300-400 lbs. cwt. $94.14 

400-500 lbs. cwt. $87.92 

500-600 lbs. cwt. $83.90 

600-700 lbs. cwt. $81.46 

Yearling Cattle

600-700 lbs. cwt. $84.92 

700-800 lbs. cwt. $81.94 

Cow-Calf Pairs pair $1,000.00 

Cull Cows cwt. $43.21 

Cull Bulls cwt. $54.42 

DAIRY

Dairy Cows

Milk cwt. $14.39 

Bred Heifers head $1,300.00 

Adult Cows head $1,100.00 

Cull Cows cwt. $40.00 

Bull Calves head $15.00 

Breeding Age Bulls head $1,000.00 

Dairy Goats Pound $1.00 

HORSES

Brood Mares

Race Horses head $8,000.00 

Show Horses head $4,000.00 

Recreation Horses head $1,500.00 

Stud Fees

Race Horses head $2,500.00 

Show Horses head $1,500.00 
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ANIMAL ENTERPRISES COMMODITIES

2009 PriceCommodity Unit

HORSES

Stud Fees

Recreation Horses head $500.00 

Race Horses head $12,000.00 

Show Horses head $5,000.00 

Recreation Horses head $1,500.00 

POULTRY

Broilers lbs. $0.45 

Edible Eggs doz. $0.76 

Cull Hens lbs. $0.26 

Breeder Flocks doz. $2.10 

Pullets each $10.30 

RABBITS

Fryers lbs. $1.45 

Does lbs. $0.25 

QUAIL each $3.50 

SHEEP

Wool cwt. $79.00 

Slaughter Lambs head $96.11 

Feeder Lambs head $120.07 

Show Lambs head $300.00 

Stocker Sheep head $80.00 

Cull Sheep head $49.00 

GOATS

Show Goats head $500.00 

Slaughter Goats head $84.08 

Stocker Goats head $89.85 

Cull Goats head $40.19 

SWINE

Show Pigs head $250.00 

Feeder Pigs cwt. $40.00 

Slaughter Hogs cwt. $42.00 

Culls cwt. $25.00 

EXOTIC ANIMALS

Deer/Antelope head $200.00 

Llama head $200.00 
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