
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Economy 2012: Hints of Improved Jobs, But No Housing Rebound1 
 
At the pause that comes with winter and the new year, why not reflect a little on the economic outlook?  Common 
topics that are important to the economy and the turf/ornamentals industry were addressed in January 2011.  In this 
newsletter, we look at similar indicators and their direction and implications.  There are both encouraging signs, and 
negative indicators. 
 
The national economy 
 
The macroeconomic statistics and indicators of business conditions that are important in turf and ornamental plants 
have been flat to negative.  The Federal Reserve Board’s Open Market Committee decision to hold interest rates 
close to zero into 2014 suggests the Committee’s continuing concern about the economic recovery.  Reports (early 
February 2012) are a little more encouraging. 
 
Oil:  Look for higher prices in 2012.  U.S. consumption is down a bit as the result of a slow recovery and more efficient 
vehicles, but other countries’ demands are higher.  Another factor is that Persian Gulf nations have increased 
domestic spending such that $80 oil is needed for balanced budgets.  The situation with Iran is unsettling the market.  
On the other side of these rising price indicators, a ‘surprise in 2012’ prediction from a Blackstone vice chairman 
suggested that oil could drift to $85 a barrel from its current $100 level if tensions in the Middle East ease. 
 
Spending and Consumption:  Consumer spending during the holiday season was up from 2010 about 4%, an 
encouraging sign.  Still, retailers relied on heavy discounting.  Consumer confidence is increasing.  The Conference 
Board Consumer Confidence Index®, moved to 64.5 in December, up about 9 points from November.  Household  
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income rose in December, but it appears that a significant share of that went into savings.  Consumer spending was 
flat in December, a possible sign of slower spending early in 2012.  Still, there seems to be cautious optimism that 
rising wages (up about 0.5%) will support demand.  Gross domestic product - the output of goods and services 
produced by labor and property - increased to an annual rate of 2.8% for the October to December 2011 quarter, 
from 1.8% in the third quarter (Bureau of Economic Analysis).  This is a big jump.  Of that growth, 68 to 70% is 
consumer spending.  February reports show upward revisions of data over the past 2 years. 
 
Jobs and unemployment:  Unemployment fell further to 8.3% in January, lowest since February 2009 and the 5th 
month in a row that it has declined.  More people re-entered the job market by looking for work, but many more 
indicated they got jobs.  New unemployment claims came in at lower levels, as reports indicated that 352,000 people 
filed for initial unemployment benefits in late January, the lowest number of new jobless claims since the week 
ending April 19, 2008 (U. S. Labor Department).  Weekly initial jobless claims below 400,000 typically signal an 
improving labor market. 
 
Housing:  Mortgage interest rates are low and continue to decline, but just more than 300,000 new homes were sold 
in 2011.  It was the worst year dating to 1963.  The S&P/Case-Shiller composite housing price index declined 0.7% on 
a seasonally adjusted basis, as 17 out of 20 cities declined; average national home prices were around 2003 levels; 
and price declines steepened year-over-year (down 3.7%).  However, new-home sales were strongest in the South 
(up to 12.9%) and also were up in the Midwest.  A problem continues to be competition from the surplus of 
distressed houses on the existing-homes market. 
 
Louisiana’s economy 

 
Recent reports indicate that employment in Louisiana increased modestly in 2011, by about 75,000 jobs.  Still, this 
number is positive but small compared to the state’s 1.9 million jobs.  Unemployment remains at about 8%.  In 
private industry, oil drilling and recovery in the Gulf of Mexico have resumed and the rig count is recovering, a 
positive signal particularly for the offshore industry.  The state has attracted a steel producer (Nucor) to St. James 
Parish.  There are other successes that will bring jobs.  However, state and local government budgets mostly are level 
or declining.  The state’s Revenue Estimating Committee forecasts required budget reductions in the second half of 
the current fiscal year, and initial forecasts suggest a large shortfall in the 2012-13 budget.  This probably will affect 
jobs, sales taxes, and other revenue measures.  With regard to housing, the Louisiana market appeared to recover 
somewhat.  In the Baton Rouge metro area, both number of homes sold and dollar value of sales were higher by 
about 3% over 2010.  The Acadiana area appeared to be somewhat stronger, but otherwise the state was rather 
similar to the Baton Rouge market.  This rate still is substantially below the overall rate for the South. 
 
What does it mean? 
 
There is a more positive feel to the current reports coming in.  But recall that these are monthly and quarterly 
estimates and may or may not be the qualitative change that we want to see. 
 

Springtime Brings Common Problems in Louisiana Fish Ponds 
 
Springtime losses in fish ponds are common throughout the southeast, and especially in Louisiana, according to an 
LSU AgCenter scientist.  These losses can be the result of oxygen problems, common diseases or a combination of 
these factors, said LSU AgCenter aquaculture specialist C. Greg Lutz. 
 
“Many problems that become apparent in the spring actually had their beginnings back in the fall when temperatures 
were high and oxygen levels were less than optimum,” Lutz said.   
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Although fish may show no sign of disease during cold weather, when temperatures begin to increase in the spring, 
disease-causing organisms that were already present can get the upper hand on fish that went into the winter in a 
weakened state.   
 
Stress caused by abrupt temperature fluctuations, such as many parts of the state experienced in the past several 
months, often aggravates fish health problems by further suppressing immune responses, he said. “These factors 
make fish particularly susceptible to environmental stress during the springtime, especially low dissolved oxygen 
levels.” 
 
Many Louisiana ponds experience partial fish die-offs during the spring due to a combination of disease and stress 
from low oxygen.  “Oxygen problems usually kill larger fish first,” Lutz said, adding, “Overcrowding, over-feeding or 
over-fertilizing almost always contributes to these problems.”   
 
As nutrients accumulate in a pond, most go into solution in the water column where they are used by microscopic 
plants called algae.  Algae produce oxygen during the daylight as a by-product of photosynthesis, and this is usually a 
major source of oxygen in fish ponds.  However, algae blooms can be unstable, especially during springtime 
conditions, Lutz said.   
 
“As pond water warms and the amount of sunlight increases, algal species that predominated during the winter die 
back, and other species more suited to summer conditions multiply and replace them,” he said. When this process 
proceeds gradually, conditions remain fairly stable.   
 
Unfortunately, the cold-water algae sometimes die off abruptly, causing insufficient oxygen levels for several days.   
Low oxygen levels may kill some fish directly or cause sufficient stress to weaken their immune systems, Lutz said.  
“In these cases, bacterial infections usually occur within the next several days to two weeks.” 
 
Bacteria capable of attacking fish are commonly present in any pond, and if day-to-day stressors weaken the fishes’ 
resistance, bacterial infections can often be seen in the form of sores, bruises and discoloration on the skin and fins. 
Bream, bass and catfish can all be affected, he said. “During the winter months, cold-water fungus can also attack 
fish, especially on the skin and gills where bacterial problems have already begun.”    
 
There is no guaranteed approach that will eliminate springtime fish losses to disease or oxygen problems, but 
keeping the fish population thinned out and avoiding excessive levels of fertility throughout the year will help 
minimize the chances of a fish kill in the spring, Lutz said.  
 
For additional tips on pond management, check out the LSU AgCenter’s list of topics at 
www.LSUAgCenter.com/aquaculture.  
 

The Pond Scum “Blues” 
 
If you have a pond, but can’t fish off the bank because of the slimy stuff growing around the shoreline, you may be 
singing the pond scum “blues.”    Well, there is hope!!    According to aquaculture specialist, Greg Lutz, you can 
handle this problem.  According to Dr. Lutz, the floating scum problem is usually filamentous algae.  If you think you 
have this, Google some pictures of filamentous algae and compare.  This algae generally prefers cooler temperatures, 
and the problem usually begins during the winter months when abrupt temperature changes cause ponds to turn 
clear.  This lets the sunlight reach the pond bottom, where the filamentous algae starts growing in mats.  As water 
temperatures warm during the spring, the filamentous algae becomes stressed and sloughs off, floating to the 
surface.  In mild cases, it’s just unsightly.  In moderate cases, it can interfere with fishing, and in severe cases it can 
cover enough of the pond surface to cause oxygen problems.  As the floating algae is exposed to direct sunlight, it 
usually breaks down over several weeks, but sometimes the problem can go on for much longer periods. 

http://www.lsuagcenter.com/aquaculture
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Dr. Lutz provides the following tips for controlling filamentous algae.  The most practical way to deal with 
filamentous algae is to kill it (or hasten its death) with copper sulfate crystals.  However, if water hardness and 
alkalinity are low, the copper can be toxic to fish.    But with his experience of working with this problem over many 
years, Dr. Lutz has come up with this safe recommendation that works most of the time. 
 
A good “rule of thumb” for applying copper sulfate crystals is to limit yourself to five pounds of crystals per SURFACE 
acre, followed about eight days later by another treatment.  Broadcast (sprinkle) the crystals over the most 
problematic areas – but once you have used five pounds per acre, stop!  Wait eight days and make another 
treatment in an area you weren’t able to get to the first time.  This can be repeated until the problem is under 
control.  So, a three-acre pond would get 15 pounds of crystals per treatment, and a ½ acre pond would get 2.5 
pounds per treatment.  Depth is not a consideration.  There is always a chance that oxygen problems can occur when 
killing vegetation, but when people stick with the five pounds per acre limit, there should not be a problem.  Once 
the filamentous algae is knocked back, a bloom usually gets established naturally, or a fertilization program can 
begin.   Check out this website for fertilization information: 
http://www.lsuagcenter.com/en/crops_livestock/aquaculture/recreational_ponds/Water_Quality_Fertilization_Prod
uctivity/   
 
Hopefully, these guidelines will have you singing, “You Get a Line, I’ll Get a Pole, Honey” instead of the Pond Scum 
Blues! 
 

Food for the Forest 
 
In my younger days, I spent my nights camping in the woods with a sleeping bag, hunting and/or fishing equipment 
and maybe a tent.  Most times I was with cousins or friends and sometimes even by myself.  Lots of great memories 
remain from these trips.  I usually cooked fish from the creek, rabbit, squirrel or had pork and beans or sandwich if 
the hunting/fishing didn’t go well. 
 
Following are some tips for some safe and tasty meals for overnight camping and hiking.  I wished I had known about 
some of these during my early camping adventures.  With imagination and aluminum foil, you can whip up 
improvised disposable equipment that is easy to pack and use as indicated below: 
 
Foil Baking Pan – Purchase two aluminum pie pans.  For baking, place food in one, cover with the other, then clamp 
them together with wooden clothes pins or metal clamps.  Place on a rack above coals.  For any item you bake (cake, 
breads, biscuits, pies), place a few coals on the top pie pan. 
 

Improvised Frying Pan – You can make an improvised frying pan for frying eggs and bacon, hamburgers, or any other 
lightweight food from a forked stick or wire coat hanger and some heavy duty aluminum foil.  Make a frame for your 
pan from a forked stick with the ends cut evenly 4 to 8 inches beyond the forked joint.  You may also use a wire 
hanger bent to form a square with the hook straightened to form a handle (use a hot pad to hold it over a fire). 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Whether you use hanger or stick, cut a piece of heavy duty aluminum foil 6 inches longer than the fork or square.  If 
you want a deeper pan, cut the foil even longer.  Form the “pan” by laying the foil over the hanger or stick frame,  

http://www.lsuagcenter.com/en/crops_livestock/aquaculture/recreational_ponds/Water_Quality_Fertilization_Productivity/
http://www.lsuagcenter.com/en/crops_livestock/aquaculture/recreational_ponds/Water_Quality_Fertilization_Productivity/
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allowing it to sag in the middle to the desired depth.  Wrap excess foil around and under the frame as tightly as 
possible. 
 
Woodfires – To build a woodfire, you’ll need a well stocked and constructed woodpile with wood divided into: 

1. Fuel – pieces of wood the size of your wrist and larger; 
2. Kindling – wood the size of your little finger to the size of your wrist; and 
3. Tinder – material used to start the fire—any twig or branch smaller than your little finger, dried grass, pine 

needles, fine shavings, dry bark, etc. 
 
You’ll want to pile your wood 15 feet away from your fire up above the ground (suspended horizontally) on two 
larger pieces of wood to keep it away from moisture. 
 
Although there are different kinds of fire arrangements, the basics are the same: you start by placing tinder in the 
center of the fire area, then arranging kindling and then fuel over and around it.  You’ll need to leave spaces for air 
circulation, and arrange the wood so that flames and heat from the tinder will ignite the kindling which will heat the 
fuel until it burns.  Once your fire is going well, you need only add more fuel from time to time. 
 
Charcoal Briquet Fires – Arrange charcoal briquets in a small pyramid on a sheet of heavy duty aluminum foil in the 
center of the fire area.  If dirt or sand is soft, briquets sink into it and cease to burn from a lack of oxygen.  Soak the 
briquets in charcoal lighter fluid (not gasoline—it will cause dangerous flash fires), and let them stand a few minutes.  
Ignite using long matches.  Don’t add fluid after the coals begin to ignite—the fire will “jump” up to your hands. 
 
Cooking Fires – Whether you use wood or briquets, cooking coals take time.  You will need to wait at least 20-30 
minutes for briquets to burn down until they’re coated evenly with light gray ash.  Wood fires can take even longer to 
burn down to form coals which give off a steady, even heat just right for cooking. 
 
Make sure your fire is completely out before leaving it.  Before leaving your campsite, make sure fuel is cool, fire 
drenched and smothered, and the fire area is clean or cleaner than you found it. 
 
Drugstore Wrap – Place food in the center of a piece of foil large enough to go around your food with 3 inches excess 
on each side.  Bring two opposite sides up and over the food.  Fold down together towards food in small folds.  
Flatten both remaining sides and fold together in small folds. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cannonball Meatloaf 
1 pound hamburger   Dash of pepper 
1 egg     ½ cup bread or cracker crumbs 
½ teaspoon salt    4 large onions 
 
Combine everything but onions and mix thoroughly.  Cut onions horizontally in half, then scoop out centers from 
both halves of each onion.  Fill both halves with hamburger mixture; then refit onion halves together.  Wrap in heavy 
duty aluminum foil using drugstore wrap to prevent leakage.  Place on coals and cook 15 to 20 minutes, turning once. 
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Corn on the Cob 
Corn, butter or margarine, salt 
 
Pull husks down from fresh corn only enough to remove cornsilk.  Place on a piece of heavy duty aluminum foil large 
enough to wrap the corn with 3 inches of excess foil on each side.  Wrap, using drugstore wrap, then place on 
cooking coals.  Cook 7 to 8 minutes per side.  Serve with butter or margarine and salt. 
 
Walking Salad 
4 large apples, ½ cup chunky peanut butter, ¼ cup raisins 
 
Combine peanut butter and raisins.  Cut the tops from the apples, then cut out cores carefully so that you do not cut 
through to the bottom of the apples.  Fill the cavity of each with peanut butter mixed with raisins, then replace the 
tops of the apples.  Wrap securely in aluminum foil to keep apples crisp and fresh. 
 
Variation:  use 3 ounces of cream cheese mixed with ½ cup chopped nuts, ½ teaspoon cinnamon and 1 tablespoon 
sugar, or use your imagination to come up with your own tasty combination.  Eat with your favorite sandwich, carrot 
and celery sticks wrapped in foil, and a can of fruit juice for a delicious meal on the trail or after your morning’s 
outdoor activities. 
 

Timber Values in Northwest Louisiana 
 
Timber continues to be our largest agricultural commodity in Louisiana.  In 2011, the total stumpage value for timber 
cut statewide was about $447 million.  This is up from about $397 million in 2010.  The following graph shows total 
stumpage values for the northwest Louisiana parishes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Severance taxes are paid on all timber that is cut.  In 2011, about $12.1 million was paid in state taxes.  Seventy-five 
percent of the severance taxes go back to the parish in which the timber was cut, and the remaining 25% goes to the 
state general fund.  Here’s a look at the severance taxes generated by timber for the northwest Louisiana parishes. 
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Events, Thoughts and Tidbits 
 

***A forest management workshop is being planned for late July in Caddo Parish.  The workshop is sponsored by the 
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service.  Topics will include developing a forestry plan, financial assistance 
programs through NRCS and biofuel feedstock potential on forestland.  The date and location haven’t been finalized 
as yet.  I’ll post the date as soon as it’s determined, or you can check with my office. 
 
***We are planning a pond management seminar for September 2012.  Stay tuned for details. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 

  

      Ricky Kilpatrick      

      Ricky Kilpatrick 
      Area Forestry Agent 
 
 
 
 
 
It is the policy of the Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service that no person shall be subjected to discrimination on 
the grounds of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, or disability.  If you have a disability which requires 
special assistance for your participation in a meeting, please contact the Bossier Parish Extension Office at (318) 965-
2326 three days prior to the meeting. 
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