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SOYBEAN UPDATE 
 
 
DIFFICULT QUESTIONS IN LOUISIANA SOYBEAN FIELDS – MOST PROBABLY 
ENVIRONMENTAL STRESS OF SOME SORT 
Dr. David Lanclos, LSU AgCenter Specialist 

 

In 2006, there were many questions that arose across the state, which were directly or 
indirectly related to different environmental scenarios, which played out region by region.  
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In the past few weeks, most of the calls have been concentrated on late season insect and 
disease damage or the “what is this” problems and why are they occuring? 
 
The year 2006 is going to go down in the record books as a drought at least for northeast 
and northwest Louisiana.  These dry conditions wrecked havoc on the earlier planted crop 
and have been a major cause of the residual “what is this” questions late season.  This year, 
more beans statewide have had some sort of “mystery” problem directly or indirectly related 
to environmental stress.  I really do not like lumping problems under the “environmental 
stress” umbrella but in some years, this is the case.  When severe drought stress occurs in 
conjunction with normally occurring problems like we have every year, symptomology can 
become confusing and difficult to distinguish.  Water stress is probably the single most 
factor influencing soybean yield annually –yes even in Louisiana when it is masked by other 
things such as insects and diseases.  Without water, yields are reduced dramatically and 
with too much water the same is true. 
 
When “environmental stress” occurs, it is usually in the form of drought, excess rainfall or 
extremely high temperatures.  When these stresses occur either alone or concurrently, the 
crop growth rate is going to decline and external physical signs might be generic leaf 
scalding, generic chlorosis, lack of growth and off color.  When you combine these things 
with aerial blight, cercospera leaf blight, charcoal rot, red crown rot, antracnose, pod and 
stem blight, rust, and generic insect damage it is quite difficult to distinguish which came 
first and has had the most effect on the situation.  Many times, what is occurring in fields 
are several of these problems are manifesting themselves on the same plant and it becomes 
more difficult to “decipher” which one of the factors has caused the most damage or was the 
original cause. 
 
Other observations to note – Louisiana’s rust situation continues to spread.  Rust is 
spreading slowly but it is spreading and we now have several parishes, which have been 
classified as positive.  For all of the growers who have planted extremely late, we are urging 
you to spray your crop with a triazole/stroby mix at some point if you have not done so.  
Most of the fields that had an application of a rust fungicide have not had problems with 
the disease.  Where portions of fields were skipped or missed, south of I-10 rust can be 
found very easily. 
 
Secondly, don’t be too hasty in making planting decisions about maturity groups for the 
2007 crop season.  There is a great deal of talk out there right now about not wanting to 
plant MG V’s because of the number of times that the crop has to be sprayed for insects 
and overall time that it is in the field.  At this point, we don’t have a great research base to 
draw from on IV vs. V’s economically.  Just a thought…. 
 
Ending on a much more positive note, depending on how southwest and southcenteral 
Louisiana yields materialize, we may be on the verge of setting a new yield record here in 
Louisiana.  Northeast and Northwest Louisiana has long finished harvest and their average 
yield was about 33.  IF southwest and central Louisiana come in strong, which is appears 
as if it might, we could see the final soybean yields for the 2006 year around 37 or 38.  This 
record would be phenomenal considering the type of year that we have gone through. 
 
Lastly, our soybean verification fields are being harvested.  Out of the four parishes that we 
have harvested thus far, the West Carroll, Rapides, West Baton Rouge and Concordia fields 
have averaged 58.5 Bu/A.  We still have St. Landry and Avoyelles parishes left to harvest. 
 
 



 3 

WHAT’S GOIN’ ON… 
 

ASIAN SOYBEAN RUST UPDATE 2006 
Dr. Boyd Padgett, Dr. Clayton Hollier, and Dr. Ray Schneider 
 
As of September 20, 2006, Asian soybean rust (ASR) has been reported in 14 parishes 
(Assumption, Avoyelles, Catahoula, Concordia, East Baton Rouge, Iberia, Iberville, Jefferson 
Davis, Lafayette, Natchitoches, Rapides, St. Mary, Tensas, Washington). LSU AgCenter 
specialists, scientists, agents, and local agricultural consultants have been diligent in their 
fight against this disease. In effort to ensure early detection of ASR, personnel with the LSU 
AgCenter planted 19 sentinel plots and used several areas of kudzu located at strategic 
locations throughout the state. These plots were monitored daily or weekly. Monitoring 
efforts were also conducted by area agricultural consultants. The first report of ASR in 2006 
was made by Dr. Blaine Viator, a consultant in southwest Louisiana, on kudzu in Iberville 
and Lafayette parishes. Another find in Catahoula parish was made by Roger Carter. By 
July, ASR was reported on sentinel plots located in Rapides parish. It wasn’t until later that 
rust was reported in commercial fields, proving the effectiveness of the sentinel program for 
early detection. Information on the spread and management of ASR in the state was made 
available via the LSU AgCenter Asian Soybean Rust website 
http://www.lsuagcenter.com/en/crops_livestock/crops/soybeans/Asian_Soybean_Rust/ , 
as well as, other websites. To further facilitate information delivery, a toll free hotline (1-
800-516-0865) was also established to update producers on the status of ASR.  
 
The LSU AgCenter has been committed to developing effective management strategies for 
ASR. Research programs have been initiated and directed toward early detection and rapid 
identification of ASR, ASR epidemiology, identifying sources of genetic resistance to ASR, 
and evaluating fungicide efficacy against ASR. Research has been conducted on LSU 
AgCenter experiment stations, in commercial fields, and in collaboration with other land-
grant universities and USDA agencies. LSU AgCenter scientists have been successful in 
developing method for rapid identification of ASR. This development alone has the potential 
to save producers thousands of dollars. Other research has shed light on the movement of 
ASR spores and the efficacy of new and existing fungicides. 
 
Most producers were fortunate to have missed the ASR bullet in 2006. While the disease 
probably didn’t take a big bite out of our yields statewide, there are some serious 
implications to consider for 2007. The disease was reported much earlier in the 2006 
growing season compared to the previous two growing seasons. The inoculum potential or 
risk to ASR will be greater in 2007. This will be especially true if we experience a mild 
winter. Therefore, the sentinel program will be extremely valuable to Louisiana producers. 
LSU AgCenter specialist, agents, and scientists will continue to work with agricultural 
consultants and producers to monitor for ASR. 
 

WHEAT 
 
WHEAT PRODUCTION GUIDELINES 
Dr. Ed Twidwell & Dr. Steve Harrison 
LSU Dept. of Agronomy & Environmental Management 
 
Due to favorable wheat prices for the near future, there is a great deal of interest among 
growers in planting wheat this fall.  Growers should expect wheat seed to be in short supply 
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this fall and they are encouraged to book their seed early.  The list of recommended wheat 
varieties can be found in the table below. 
 
Wheat performance data for the 2005-2006 growing season can be found at the following 
web site: http://www.agronomy.lsu.edu/LSUWheat/LSUWHEAT.html.  In early September 
the Wheat Research Summary publication will be placed on the LSU AgCenter web site at 
the following address:  
http://www.lsuagcenter.com/en/crops_livestock/crops/WheatOats/Variety+Trials++Recom
mendations/ 
Both of these sites contain wheat performance data from different locations across the 
state. 
 
When choosing wheat varieties, pay attention to factors other than yield that can influence 
profitability: 

1. Disease susceptibility – a single $16 fungicide application is equal to about  
five bushels in yield. 

2. Test weight- a low test weight can result in dockage at the elevator. 
3. Lodging resistance – lodging increases harvest costs and decreases yield and test 

weight. 
 

Recommended planting dates for wheat range from October 15 to November 15 in north 
Louisiana and from November 1 to November 30 in central and south Louisiana.  Planting 
wheat earlier than the recommended planting dates will subject the plants to greater insect 
and disease pressure and also makes the plants more prone to winter injury. 
 
Planting wheat with a grain drill is the preferred method because it allows uniform depth of 
planting and results in a more uniform stand.  A seeding rate of 60 to 75 pounds per acre of 
high quality seed planted into a good seedbed with adequate moisture is satisfactory.  
Adjust the seeding rate up to about 90 pounds per acre for broadcast planting, late 
planting, or planting into a poorly prepared seedbed.  
 
Fall fertilization and liming should be carried out to supply any needs indicated by soil 
testing.  Phosphorus and potassium, where recommended, should be incorporated into the 
seedbed before planting.  If lime is recommended, apply before seedbed preparation if 
possible.  Fall application of nitrogen is usually not needed where wheat follows soybeans.  
Where wheat follows corn, sorghum or rice, application of 15 to 20 pounds of nitrogen per 
acre may be beneficial.     
 

 
Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service Recommended Wheat 
Varieties for 2006-07. 

Notes 

Region 
   Brand/Variety 

Recom. 
Status *1 

Stripe 
Rust *2 

Leaf 
Rust *2 

Sencor 
Reaction *3  

 
 

South Louisiana      

AgriPro Coker 9553 
Recommended 

Resistant 
Mod 
Susceptible 

  

Delta King GR9108 
Recommended 

Resistant 
Mod 
Resistant 

  

Pioneer/26R61 *4 
Recommended Mod 

Resist. 
Mod 
Resistant 
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Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service Recommended Wheat 
Varieties for 2006-07. 

Notes 

Region 
   Brand/Variety 

Recom. 
Status *1 

Stripe 
Rust *2 

Leaf 
Rust *2 

Sencor 
Reaction *3  

 
 

Terral LA482 
Recommended Resistant 

Mod 
Resistant 

  

Terral LA841 Recommended Resistant Resistant   
AGS 2000 Recom-1 Susceptible Resistant   
GA951079-2E31 RNC     
LA95135D54-2-3-C RNC     
 

Notes 
Region 
   Brand/Variety 

Recom. 
Status *1 

Stripe 
Rust *2 

Leaf 
Rust *2 

Sencor 
  Reaction *3  

 
 

North Louisiana      

AgriPro Coker 
9553 

Recommended Resistant 
Mod 
Suscept 

  

AgriPro Coker 
Natchez 

Recommended Resistant Resistant   

Delta King 
GR9108 

Recommended Resistant 
Mod 
Resistant 

  

Terral LA482 
Recommended Resistant 

Mod 
Resistant 

  

Terral LA841  Recommended Resistant Resistant   
Vigoro McIntosh Recommended Resistant Resistant   
Pioneer/26R61 *4 

Recom-1 
Mod 
Resistant 

Mod 
Resistant 

  

Terral TV8466 
Recom-1 

Mod 
Resistant 

Susceptible   

USG 3209 *5 Recom-1 Susceptible Susceptible Susceptible  
GA951079-2E31 RNC     
GA951216-2E26 RNC     
LA95135D54-2-3-
C 

RNC     

LA95171CA58-3-
2-C 

RNC     

      
*1 Recommended indicates the variety is recommended for production in that region based on past 
performance. 
Recom-1 indicates the variety is recommended based on past performance, but failed to yield at a level required 
for a variety to be added to the recommended list and will be dropped from the recommended list with a second 
failure. 
RNC indicates the variety performed well enough to be recommended but is not commercially available. 
 
*2 Resistant indicates the variety has not shown significant disease in prior LSUAC statewide variety trials.  
Mod Resistant indicates the variety has shown good resistance in most previous trials but not a high level of 
resistance in all environments and may have been susceptible in some race/environments.  Mod Susceptible 
indicates the variety has shown intermediate levels of disease in a number of environments and may require 
fungicide protection.  Susceptible indicates the variety has shown a high level of disease in previous trials and 
is likely to need fungicide protection if disease occurs. 
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*3 Susceptible to the herbicide Sencor (metribuzin).  
 
*4 This variety was inadvertently omitted from testing in 2003-04 and therefore does not show up in three-year 
data tables. 
 
*5 This variety was inadvertently damaged by an application of Sencor herbicide and yield data were not 
collected in 2006.  

 
 

Louisiana Soybean Association (LSA) 
 
LSA is a producer-based soybean organization affiliated with the American Soybean 
Association (ASA) and the United Soybean Board (USB). This organization has many roles, 
including updating statewide soybean producers on current legislative and environmental 
issues. The LSA has representatives on the ASA and USB boards. This allows Louisiana 
issues to be brought to a national audience. As a member of LSA, you support local, state, 
national and international promotion and use of soybeans. Membership is available to 
anyone involved in production agriculture. Agribusiness personnel are strongly encouraged 
to join. For more information about becoming a member of LSA, please contact: 

 
  Dr. David Y. Lanclos   (318) 473.6530 office 
  8105 Tom Bowman Drive   (318) 308.5386 cell 
  Dean Lee Research Station  (318) 473.6535 fax 
  Alexandria, LA  71302   dlanclos@agcenter.lsu.edu 
 

To join online:  The Web address is www.soygrowers.com. Select membership and 
enter your information. 

 
        

 PERSONNEL 
 

STATE EXTENSION SPECIALISTS 
       Dr. Jack Baldwin, Professor, Entomology, Baton Rouge 
  jbaldwin@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Responsibilities:  Soybeans, Corn & Grain Sorghum 
 
Dr. Kurt Guidry, Associate Professor, Ag Economics and Agribusiness, Baton Rouge 

  kmguidry@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Responsibilities:  Soybeans and feed grain economic marketing 
 

 Dr. Clayton Hollier, Professor, Plant Pathology, Baton Rouge 
  chollier@agcenter.lsu.edu 
  Responsibilities:  Grain Sorghum, Soybeans, and Corn 
 

Dr. David Y. Lanclos, Assistant Professor and Specialist, Dean Lee Research and 
Extension Center, Alexandria 

  dlanclos@agcenter.lsu.edu 
  Responsibilities:  Soybeans, Corn & Grain Sorghum 
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 Dr. Charles Overstreet, Professor, Plant Pathology, Baton Rouge 
  coverstreet@agcenter.lsu.edu 
  Responsibilities:  Nematodes in all agronomic crops 
 

Mr. Jay Stevens, Assistant Professor and Specialist, Dean Lee Research and 
Extension Center, Alexandria 

  jstevens@agcenter.lsu.edu 
  Responsibilities:  Soil fertility for all agronomic crops 
 
EXTENSION ASSOCIATES 

Rob Ferguson, Dean Lee Research & Extension Center, Alexandria 
 referguson@agcenter.lsu.edu  cell phone:  318-308-4191 

 
PARISH CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Parish County Agent E-Mail Address 

Acadia Barrett Courville bcourville@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Allen Randall Bellon rbellon@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Avoyelles Carlos Smith csmith@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Beauregard Mike Lavergne mlavergne@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Bossier Joseph Barrett jbarrett@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Caddo John B. LeVasseur jblevasseur@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Calcasieu Jerry Whatley jwhatley@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Caldwell Jimmy McCann jmccann@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Cameron Gary Wicke gwicke@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Catahoula David Neal dneal@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Concordia Glen Daniels gdaniels@agcenter.lsu.edu 

East Carroll Donna Lee drlee@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Evangeline Keith Fontenot kfontenot@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Franklin Carol Pinnell-Alison cpinnell-alison@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Iberia Jimmy Flanagan jflanagan@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Iberville Louis Lirette llirette@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Jeff Davis Allen Hogan ahogan@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Lafayette Stan Dutile sdutile@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Madison Mike Rome mrome@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Morehouse Terry Erwin terwin@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Richard Letlow rletlow@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Nachitoches Hubert Wilkerson hwilkerson@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Ouachita Richard Letlow rletlow@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Pointe Coupee Miles Brashier mbrashier@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Rapides Matt Martin mmartin@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Red River Hubert Wilkerson hwilkerson@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Richland Keith Collins kcollins@agcenter.lsu.edu 

St. Charles Rene’ Schmit rschmit@agcenter.lsu.edu 

St. Landry Keith Normand knormand@agcenter.lsu.edu 

St. Martin  Alfred Guidry aguidry@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Tensas Glen Daniels gdaniels@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Vermilion Andrew Granger agranger@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Washington Henry Harrison hharrison@agcenter.lsu.edu 

West Baton Rouge Harry Laws hlaws@agcenter.lsu.edu 

West Carroll Myrl Sistrunk msistrunk@agcenter.lsu.edu 

West Feliciana James Devillier jdevillier@agcenter.lsu.edu 
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RESEARCH PERSONNEL 
Scientist Location Responsibilities E-mail Address 

Dr. James Board Dept. of Agronomy 
& Env. Mgmt., 
Baton Rouge 

Soybeans:  water-
logging and other 
cultural practices 

jboard@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. Don Bouquet NE Research 
Station, St. Joe 

Nutrient Mgmt., BMP, 
and variety testing 

dboquet@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 
Dr. Ernie Clawson 

 
NE Research 
Station, St. Joe 

 
Soybeans: variety 
testing and early 
planting 

 
eclawson@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. Fangneng Huang Dept. of 
Entomology, Baton 
Rouge 

Corn & grain 
sorghum:  insect pest 
management 

fhuang@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. James Griffin Dept. of Agronomy 
& Env. Mgmt., 
Baton Rouge 

Soybeans and corn: 
weed management 

jgriffin@agcenter.lsu.edu 
 

Dr. Manjit Kang Dept. of Agronomy 
& Env. Mgmt., 
Baton Rouge 

Corn:  quantitative 
genetics and breeding 

mkang@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. Roger Leonard Macon Ridge 
Research Station, 
Winnsboro 

Grain crops:  
sustainable IPM 
programs 

rleonard@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. H.J. “Rick” 
Mascagni 

Macon Ridge/NE 
Research Stations, 
Winnsboro & St. 
Joe 

Corn & grain 
sorghum: production 
and variety testing 

hmascagni@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. Donnie Miller NE Research 
Station, St. Joe 

Soybeans: weed 
control 

dmiller@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. Steve Moore Dean Lee Research 
& Extension 
Center, Alexandria 

Corn: breeding and 
aflatoxin 
Soybeans: weathering 
Coordinator for variety 
testing 

smoore@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. Boyd Padgett NE Research 
Station, St. Joe 

Small grain diseases bpadgett@agcenter.lsu.edu 
 

Dr. Ray Schneider Dept. of Plant 
Pathology & Crop 
Physiology, Baton 
Rouge 

Soybean: pathology rschneider@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Mr. Roy Vidrine Dean Lee Research 
& Extension 
Center, Alexandria 

Agronomic crops: 
weed control 

rvidrine@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. Bill Williams NE Research 
Station, St. Joe 

Corn and grain 
sorghum: weed 
management 

bwilliams@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. Jim Wang Dept. of Agronomy 
& Env. Mgmt., 
Baton Rouge 

Soil testing, plant 
analysis, soil 
chemistry 

jjwang@agcenter.lsu.edu 
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Visit our Web site:   www.lsuagcenter.com 
 

Louisiana State University Agricultural Center 
William B. Richardson, Chancellor 

Louisiana Agricultural Experiment Station 
David J. Boethel, Vice Chancellor and Director 
Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service 
Paul D. Coreil, Vice Chancellor and Director 

 
Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work, Acts of Congress of May 8 and June 
30, 1914, in cooperation with the United States Department of Agriculture. The Louisiana 
Cooperative Extension Service provides equal opportunities in programs and employment. 


